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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain 
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor 
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 
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Paper Y224/01 series overview 
Overall, the responses from this year’s cohort generally showed good levels of detailed knowledge of the 
parts of the periods being examined, particularly those covered by the (b) questions, and there was clear 
evidence that centres had addressed areas of feedback in previous years’ examiners’ reports with 
candidates. There were far fewer answers than in previous years that imparted information rather than 
used it, and also far fewer responses that deviated away from the issue in the question onto the topic 
more generally, or defaulted to including less relevant information about their favoured topics. The next 
step for many candidates is to now look at moving from supported explanation into demonstrating at 
least some evaluation, analysis and supported judgement. This would help more answers, particularly in 
the longer essay, to move out of Level 4 and more securely into Level 5.  

Balanced coverage of the period did remain an issue for many candidates which created problems in the 
short essay (a) as they had a lack of knowledge about either one or both of the factors. It remains very 
important that candidates learn the period and the specification content in a balanced way and avoid 
over concentrating on some areas at the expense of others. The period 1978-1994 remains a problem 
area for many candidates, and candidates often seem to have rather patchy or episodic knowledge with 
a lack of overall understanding of the main developments, and with obvious gaps in their knowledge of 
specific aspects of the specification content relating to this period. For example, they may know about 
the collapse of Apartheid by 1989, but then lack knowledge of the transition between 1989 to elections in 
1994. They may know about the Soweto uprising of 1976 in a great deal of detail, but then be unable to 
convincingly discuss developments in opposition in the townships, or in other forms, after that date. It is 
very important that the period is covered and revised in a balanced way, as any combination of 
specification content could arise in an examination. 
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Question 1 (a) 

This question required candidates to draw on knowledge of the period from 1989 to 1999, specifically 
Mandela’s role in two key developments, the progress towards the elections of 1994 and the 
Government of National Unity. The period between 1989 and 1994 has, in previous years, been a 
particular knowledge gap for many candidates, and it was pleasing to see that many centres had taken 
the comments in previous examiners’ reports on board and students were well prepared on the 
developments in this period, and were able to draw on detailed knowledge. At the upper end of the mark 
range candidates were able to make use of detailed knowledge of both factors; at the mid-level 
candidates’ comments about one of the factors were relevant and accurate but may have lacked detail or 
breadth. Some candidates were only able to demonstrate knowledge of one of the two factors which 
inevitably meant that their answers could only reach the lower levels of the marks scheme, and 
highlights the need for candidates to make sure that they have evenly spread knowledge of the whole 
period and all the developments and issues listed on the specification, rather than over concentrating on 
specific aspects. The very best answers engaged very specifically with Mandela’s role in the above 
developments, and also evaluating whether they were a political success for Mandela, rather than 
evaluating them more generally. 

 

 

OCR support The specific points that candidates’ may have chosen to bring in about each 
factor are indicated on the marks scheme, although other relevant material 
was also given. 

 

Key point call out 

There was a significant improvement seen this year in the range and breadth of candidates’ 
knowledge in relation to the specification. It remains important, however, that candidates learn the 
specified developments in a balanced way, and make sure their knowledge adequately covers the 
whole date range of the specified period. 

 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/529198-mark-scheme-apartheid-and-reconciliation-south-african-politics-1948-1999.pdf
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Question 1 (b) 

 

This was a broad formulation of question that tackles one of the significant historical issues within the 
specification, and a range of valid approaches was seen. Right through the range of marks candidates 
exhibited an understanding of which factors could be relevant to discuss, and most candidates were able 
to draw on at least some relevant, detailed evidence. There were two main features which distinguished 
higher level answers from those at the middle to lower range of the spread of marks. First, these 
answers engaged directly with the issue of why Apartheid collapsed in 1989, and, whilst they showed an 
understanding of the historical background, they particularly focused on the relevant developments from 
about the late 1970s onwards which destabilised and threatened the system. Weaker responses 
discussed relevant factors such as international or domestic opposition, but relied too heavily on material 
from the 1950s, 1960s and early 1970s when, of course, the consequence of these developments was 
not the collapse of Apartheid. Second, at the upper range of marks candidates were able to provide a 
supported evaluation of the relative importance of different factors. It was clear that many centres had 
prepared candidates well for just this sort of analysis through their own teaching and learning activities, 
and candidates knew how to apply relevant knowledge to evaluate and reach a judgement on this issue, 
rather than just using it to support explanation. Some candidates did an exceptional job of synthesising a 
large amount of relevant knowledge into 3-4 main paragraphs, intro and conclusion. It was not 
necessary, however, to include every relevant factor; the quality of analysis and evaluation was the most 
important differentiator.  

Exemplar 1
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Sticky Note
please remove gap



A Level History A - Y224/01 - Summer 2019 Examiners’ report 

 7 © OCR 2019 

In this extract the candidate planned their answer before writing, with the consequence that they had a 
clear line of argument that was advanced throughout the essay, as can be seen from a comparison of 
the intro and conclusion. They made use of their knowledge to help an evaluation of the relative 
importance of different factors. This was consistent throughout the essay, with each paragraph 
concluding with a couple of sentences evaluating the relative importance of the factor in a supported 
way. Knowledge was used throughout to evaluate the importance of the factors rather than simply 
explain them. This was a Level 6 response. 

Question 2 (a) 

The UDF was a relevant development in opposition to Apartheid in the 1980s, with, among other things, 
the effect of disrupting Botha’s planned constitutional reforms. It also represented a large, coordinated 
body of multi-racial opposition. Some candidates struggled with this aspect. This hampered many 
candidates’ answers, and meant that even where they had relevant knowledge of township unrest, their 
answer to the question was very partial and was accordingly marked at the lower levels of the marks 
scheme.  

Knowledge of township unrest was generally better, but a fairly large number of candidates fell back on 
discussion of Soweto which falls outside of the period, rather than talking of more relevant examples like 
the Vaal Triangle Uprising.  

The period 1978-1989 appears to be, fan area some candidates feel less confident on, and this may be 
an area where centres can support candidates with balanced revision activities so that they are able to 
respond as well to questions on this period as others. 

 

AfL In preparation for revision, candidates could work through the specification 
and ‘traffic light’ code all individual sub-bullet points. They could code areas 
they feel confident on with a green highlighter; areas they feel moderately 
confident on with an orange highlighter; areas they feel least confident on 
with a red/pink highlighter. Past paper questions and other teacher-assessed 
activities could contribute to students’ diagnosis of their 
strengths/weaknesses. Students could then be encouraged to plan their 
revision activities to begin with the ‘red’ and then ‘amber’ areas, to devote 
most time to their weakest areas, and have multiple opportunities to revisit 
these areas. This avoids them over concentrating on areas they known best. 
The specification could be re-coded several times over the course of revision 
to ensure revision remains focused on priority areas. 
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Question 2 (b) 

In previous years when the first decade of Apartheid has been examined there has been a tendency for 
candidates to impart knowledge about the various legislation and/or developments in opposition, rather 
than use it to answer the question. It was pleasing this year to see that in all but a small number of cases 
candidates were able to use their knowledge more effectively to engage with the specific demands of the 
question and evaluate the issue of transformation. In many cases, however, candidates were not able to 
move beyond the mid-levels of the marks scheme as they explained how South Africa was transformed, 
instead of evaluating how far it was transformed. It was necessary, to reach the upper levels of the 
marks scheme, to provide a two-sided response, with a counterargument also being brought in. Some 
candidates chose to bring in knowledge they had of the pre-1948 period, to discuss examples of 
continuity, but it was not necessary to have such knowledge to answer the question. All candidates, 
without exception, would have significantly benefitted from more knowledge of the limitations to change 
within the period in question, for example, which areas remained unsegregated, or where the 
government was not able to fully enact their desired policies, examples of which can be found in the 
marks scheme (although other relevant examples were brought in by some candidates and were 
credited where present). Candidates would also have benefitted, in many cases, from a more nuanced 
understanding of change within the specified date range, rather than treating it as homogenous. For 
example, they might have talked about the significance of the move toward ‘Grand Apartheid’. 

Some candidates chose to answer this question by talking only about the development of a system of 
Apartheid, others discussed wider ranging economic and political changes alongside. Both approaches 
were valid. 

Key point call out 

Call out: When learning the developments in the Apartheid system, it is better if candidates move 
beyond describing the government’s intentions with specific legislation, and are able to discuss what 
the effects actually were in practice. Similarly, it is important they also understand the limitations to the 
Apartheid system. Detailed evidence is helpful to support this. For example, candidates may wish to 
learn some relevant statistics. 

 

 



Supporting you 
For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.

Review of results

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to consider one of our review of results 
services.  For full information about the options available visit the OCR website.  If university places are 
at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to 
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications.

Review students' exam performance with our free online results analysis tool. Available for GCSE, A Level 
and Cambridge Nationals. 

It allows you to:

•	 review and run analysis reports on exam performance 

•	 analyse results at question and/or topic level*

•	 compare your centre with OCR national averages 

•	 identify trends across the centre 

•	 facilitate effective planning and delivery of courses 

•	 identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle 

•	 help pinpoint strengths and weaknesses of students and teaching departments.

*To find out which reports are available for a specific subject, please visit ocr.org.uk/administration/
support-and-tools/active-results/ 

Find out more at ocr.org.uk/activeresults

CPD Training
Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in 
to an online Q&A session.

Please find details for all our courses on the relevant subject page on our website. 
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OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of 
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance 
programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 
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General qualifications
Telephone 01223 553998
Facsimile	 01223 552627
Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

www.ocr.org.uk

OCR Customer Support Centre

OCR Resources: the small print

OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between 
the specification and a resource please contact us at:  
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

Looking for a resource?
There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources 
for your qualification:

www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/
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