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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain 
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor 
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 
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Paper Y102/01 series overview 
Y102 is one of thirteen components for the revised AS Level examination for GCE History. This component 
tests an extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based option and 
an essay. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates have to answer a compulsory 
source questions based on four written primary sources. The question requires them to use all four sources 
to assess the validity of a view. In Section B candidates are required to answer one essay question from 
a choice of two.  

To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and apply 
contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the issue in 
the question.  

To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting 
knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss and 
reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 
generally did the following: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 
generally did the following: 

• considered the provenance of the source(s) 
and used relevant contextual knowledge 

• linked the contextual knowledge clearly to the 
source being discussed to show whether the 
view of the source was valid or not 

• reached an overall judgement as to the extent 
to which the sources supported the view in 
the question 

• in answering the essay question, discussed at 
least two issues in depth 

• gave supporting detail that was both accurate 
and relevant to the question set, not just the 
topic 

• reached a supported judgement about the 
issue in the question 

• made a series of interim judgements about 
the issues discussed in relation to the 
question.  
 

• did not consider both the provenance and did 
not use contextual knowledge to evaluate the 
sources 

• wrote an unbalanced answer in their 
treatment of the sources, with very little 
consideration of one of the sources. 

• reached a judgement based on their 
knowledge rather than the sources 

• showed a poor understanding of the major 
issues relevant to the essay 

• were unable to support their answer with 
relevant material 

• did not focus on the precise wording of the 
question 

• made unsupported comments about issues 
which were assertions. 
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Section A overview 
The focus in this section is on the critical use of evidence in investigating and assessing historical 
questions, problems and issues. The focus may be on depth of one key topic or breadth, using parts of 
several key topics for the evaluation of a theme. The critical evaluation of sources is central to this 
element, with all marks given against AO2. The sources selected are written and contemporary to the 
period. Candidates have to evaluate four sources, answering one question which sets the sources in 
their historical context.  

 

Question 1 

Candidates were able to draw a distinction between those sources that demonstrated support for Henry 
I’s accession (generally A and B, although some answers noted the ‘trifling disagreements’ in B) and those 
that highlighted some resistance to it (C and D). Furthermore, in many answers, explanations grounded in 
the provenance of each source was provided: Eadmer (A), as a close ally of Anselm, who had been 
persecuted by William Rufus, was naturally in support of Henry (and vilified Rufus as a result), while 
William of Malmesbury (B), as a monk, rejected Rufus’ exploitative treatment of the Church and – as 
pointed out in some answers – favoured Henry because of his close connections with Queen Matilda, at 
whose request the Gesta regum Anglorum was apparently written, and Robert, earl of Gloucester, an 
illegitimate son of the king, to whom the second version of this work was dedicated. Simeon of Durham 
(C) was comparatively less well known, with the author’s connection to Ranulf Flambard (who was bishop 
of Durham) and Rufus’ apparently favourable treatment of the monks at Durham complicating attempts at 
evaluating the source. However, in some answers, Simeon’s relationship with the former bishop, William 
de Saint-Calais, who was put on trial by Rufus for his complicity in the 1088 rebellion, was used to suggest 
that the monk was no supporter of the dead king. The Anglo-Saxon Chroncile (D) was also problematic 
for some candidates; whereas the anonymous authors’ antipathy (and respect) for William the Conqueror 
is generally well known, the attitude of these authors towards his sons is not as easy for candidates to 
articulate. Answers that achieved the higher levels made effective use of contextual knowledge and 
provenance in evaluating the content of each source; these responses also included judgements, notably 
at the end. In the lower levels, answers tended to explain source content with little attempt to evaluate or 
form judgements. 
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Exemplar 1 
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This exemplar highlights evaluation of Source A. Note the inclusion of both knowledge and provenance, 
as well as the attention given to evaluating Eadmer’s testimony. 
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Section B overview 
The two questions set are drawn from different key topics and candidates are required to recall, select 
and deploy appropriate knowledge and communicate this clearly and effectively. Candidates are 
expected to demonstrate abilities to explain, assess, analyse and reach substantiated judgements. 

 

Question 2 

By far the most popular of the two questions, answers often demonstrated quite broad knowledge of the 
factors that contributed to Duke William’s success, in particular King Harold’s errors. The most obvious of 
these mistakes was his hot-headedness in rushing south after defeating Harald Hardrada at Stamford 
Bridge, failing to rest his troops or replace those housecarls who had been killed or injured in the north. 
Other mistakes included: relying on the fyrd, as opposed to the well-disciplined and highly trained 
footsoldiers and knights in the Norman army; positioning himself in the middle of the shield wall which 
prohibited effective leadership and control of his men (and in some answers led to his death via the arrow 
in the eye); and failing to adopt more advanced military techniques, such as the use of cavalry. The king’s 
mistakes were offset by discussion of several other factors, including the duke’s superior ability as a 
military leader (e.g. co-ordinating the feigned retreats, after the fortunate success of the first one), the 
thoroughness of his preparations (e.g. acquiring the papal banner), and luck (e.g. the wind changing just 
as King Harold had been drawn north). Arguments usually favoured one of these factors over the king’s 
mistakes. An interesting alternative approach, adopted in a minority of answers, was to argue that King 
Harold’s mistakes were not errors at all but were appropriate responses to a series of momentous yet 
calamitous events. High-scoring answers provided a line of reasoning related to the question culminating 
with a focused judgement. Answers in the lower levels tended to focus more on description. 
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Exemplar 2 
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This exemplar demonstrates the level of analysis – of King Harold’s mistakes – in the higher levels.  
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Question 3 

Answers to this question tended to focus on a few key issues. For example, the introduction to feudalism 
was noted, with an emphasis on the possession of land directly from the king; in some answers, feudalism 
was related to the king’s decision to break-up the larger earldoms of late Anglo-Saxon England, and some 
candidates were able to draw a distinction between the wide landholding of Earl Godwin and the smaller 
earldoms of post-Conquest England. Other evidence of change included the use of castles as 
administrative centres and the appearance of Normans as sheriffs. Continuity was seen in the king’s use 
of writs, the structure of society (e.g. the shires and hundreds), the organisation of courts (although some 
answers pointed out the emergence of honorial courts) and the maintenance of the coinage system. High-
scoring answers provided a line of reasoning related to the question culminating with a focused judgement. 
Answers in the lower levels tended to focus more on description. 
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Exemplar 3 
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This exemplar highlights general knowledge surrounding the changes in landholding brought about by 
the Conquest. Note that there is explanation rather than analysis here and the point being made is quite 
broad (on the replacement of the Anglo-Saxon way of life). 
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