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Answer one question from either Section A or Section B or Section C.

Section A

Roman History 81–44 BC

Answer any one question.

You should refer to the sources that you have studied to support your views whenever appropriate.
You should not spend more than 15 minutes on the (a) sub-question.

EITHER

1 (a) Outline the main problems facing Rome at the beginning of this period.

 (b) What can we learn from the sources about the extent to which politicians tried to solve these 
problems between 81 BC and 70 BC?

 (c) In your opinion, how successful were they in solving these problems? [100]

OR

2 (a) Outline the main political conflicts during the 60s BC.

 (b) What can we learn from the sources about the roles played by individuals in these conflicts?

 (c) In your view, how damaging were these conflicts to the Republic? [100]

OR

3 (a) Outline the main events of Pompey’s career between 62 BC and 50 BC.

 (b) What can we learn from the sources about Pompey’s aims during this period?

 (c) How far do you think Pompey achieved his aims? [100]

OR

4 (a) Outline the main events and actions of Julius Caesar which you think led to his assassination 
in 44 BC.

 (b) What do the sources tell us about the motives of those who were involved in the 
assassination?

 (c) In your opinion, how justified were they in assassinating Caesar? [100]

OR

5 (a) Outline the ways in which the army influenced political events during this period.

 (b) What can we learn from the sources about the extent to which politicians relied upon the 
army to achieve their aims?

 (c) To what extent do you think support from the army was essential for success in politics during 
this period? [100]
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Section B

The Age of Augustus 31 BC–AD 14

Answer any one question.

You should refer to the sources that you have studied to support your views whenever appropriate.
You should not spend more than 15 minutes on the (a) sub-question.

EITHER

6 (a) Outline Augustus’ constitutional position in AD 14.

 (b) What does the evidence suggest were Augustus’ aims and intentions in his reforms of the 
constitution?

 (c) In your view, was Augustus effectively sole ruler by AD 14? [100]

OR

7 (a) Describe the military activity on the Rhine frontier during this period.

 (b) What can we learn from the sources about the success of this activity?

 (c) Did Augustus have a coherent policy for the Rhine frontier? [100]

OR

8 (a) Outline the main aspects of Augustus’ social and moral legislation.

 (b) What do the sources tell us about Augustus’ aims with this legislation?

 (c) In your view, how successful was this legislation? [100]

OR

9 (a) Outline the problems Augustus faced in organising the succession.

 (b) What can we learn from both contemporary and later sources about their views of his choice 
of successors?

 (c) Do you think Augustus was successful in his organisation of the succession? [100]

OR

10 (a) Outline the ways Augustus claimed to have benefited the ordinary people of Rome during his 
reign.

 (b) What can we learn from the sources about Augustus’ reasons for the measures he took to 
benefit the ordinary people of Rome?

 (c) In your opinion, how far did Augustus improve the lives of the ordinary people of Rome?
 [100]
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Section C

 Roman History AD 14–68

Answer any one question.

You should refer to the sources that you have studied to support your views whenever appropriate.
You should not spend more than 15 minutes on the (a) sub-question.

EITHER

11 (a) Outline briefly the serious challenges faced by Tiberius during his reign (AD 14–37).

 (b) What can we learn from the sources about how Tiberius met these challenges?

 (c) Do you think that these challenges and the ways that he met them damaged his reign? [100]

OR

12 (a) Outline the main criticisms of Claudius and his reign as expressed in the sources.

 (b) To what extent are these criticisms justified by the events of his reign?

 (c) How effective, in your view, was Claudius as emperor? [100]

OR

13 (a) Describe the roles and activities of imperial freedmen in the reigns of two emperors of this 
period.

 (b) What do the sources tell us about the attitudes of Romans towards the use of imperial 
freedmen?

 (c) To what extent do you agree that imperial freedmen were essential for the running of the 
empire during this period? [100]

OR

14 (a) Describe briefly the measures emperors took to gain the support of the upper classes of 
Rome during this period.

 (b) What can we learn from the sources about how successful the emperors were in gaining their 
support?

 (c) Why do you think it was important to the emperors during this period to have the support of 
the upper classes? [100]

OR

15 (a) Describe the ways in which women of the imperial family were involved in political activity 
during this period.

 (b) What can we learn from the sources about the significance of their involvement in political 
activity?

 (c) Do you think the sources provide a fair and accurate account of the importance of women of 
the imperial family during this period? [100]
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