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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range in this 
first post-Covid set of exams with A Level paper 30 that deals with Lancastrians, Yorkists and 
Henry VII, 1399–1509.

The paper is divided into three sections. Section A contains a compulsory question that is 
based on two enquiries linked to one source. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills 
(AO2). Section B comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in 
depth (AO1) by targeting five second order concepts – cause, consequence, change and 
continuity, similarity and difference, and significance. Section C comprises a choice of essays 
that relate to aspects of the process of change over a period of at least 100 years (AO1). Most 
candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and there was little evidence of 
candidates being unable to attempt all three sections of the paper within the time allocated. 
Examiners continue to note that there are a number of scripts that pose problems with the 
legibility of handwriting. Examiners can only give credit for what they can read.

In Section A, the strongest answers demonstrated an ability to draw out and develop 
reasoned inferences from the source for both enquiries and to evaluate the source 
thoroughly in relation to the demands of the two enquiries on the basis of both contextual 
knowledge and the nature, origin and purpose of the source. In this examination series, 
where Advance Information had been provided, it was very disappointing to note that some 
candidates had a very limited pool of contextual knowledge on which to draw. In some cases, 
this led to incorrect assumptions being made by candidates.

In Section B, examiners were impressed by the number of responses that clearly understood 
the importance of identifying the appropriate second order concept that was being targeted 
by the question and shaped their responses appropriately to meet the demands of the 
question. Candidates did use the Advance Information appropriately to support their revision 
and many of them used wide-ranging and detailed contextual knowledge to support their 
arguments. The generic mark scheme clearly indicates the four bullet-pointed strands which 
are the focus for awarding marks and centres should note how these strands progress 
through the levels.
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Section C requires candidates to answer a breadth question. The questions in this section are 
set to encompass a minimum of 100 years. Candidates are reminded that, as has been 
pointed out in previous Principal Examiner reports, this has important implications for the 
higher levels in bullet point 2 of the mark scheme. To access bullet point 2 at level 5 
candidates are expected to have responded ‘fully’ to the demands of the question. The 
requirements of questions will vary and key developments relating to the question may be 
more specific to the entire chronological range in some questions and options than in others. 
However, it was judged not possible for candidates to have ‘fully met’ the demands of any 
section C question unless at least 75% of the chronological range of the question was 
addressed. To access bullet point 2 at level 4 candidates need to meet most of the demands 
of the question. It was unlikely that most of the demands of the question would be met if the 
answer had a restricted range that covered less than 60% of its chronology. It was observed 
that in some responses, candidates were trying to fit the material that was in the Advance 
Notice for Sections A and B to the demands of the questions in Section C. In many cases, this 
was not done very successfully as candidates failed to link much of the material to the 
question posed in a meaningful way.

In both Sections B and C when dealing with AO1, not all candidates demonstrated a secure 
understanding of what is meant by 'criteria' in terms of bullet point 3 of the mark scheme. 
Some candidates explicitly state in the introduction to the essay that they are naming the 
criteria that they plan to use, when in actual fact they are referring to the issues or the factors 
that will be discussed in the response. 'Criteria' in bullet point 3 of the mark scheme refers to 
the basis on which candidates reach their judgement, not the issues that are discussed in the 
process of reaching that judgement.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1

Candidates of all levels were able to access the source and to at least reference both 
enquiries. Candidates considered the content of the source and applied contextual 
knowledge considering the reasons behind Warbeck’s challenge and the wider European 
context. Candidates tended to be stronger on the first enquiry than on the extent of the 
threat posed to Henry, but most were able to link this to the weakness of Henry’s claim to the 
throne. Candidates could have developed answers that were more closely linked to the text 
of the source. Although candidates did often explore the limitations of the source, there were 
misconceptions around what qualified as a limitation that could impact upon the weight of 
the source. These answers focused on what was missing, which often led to listing of events 
that had been omitted. It was common for candidates to apportion weight based on what 
the source had omitted, without qualifying why this was missing (propaganda or a leading 
source). It is notable that some candidates still do not understand that the requirement is to 
work with the source that they have and comment on the limitations of the material 
contained within this. The most successful answers made judgements based on the value of 
the source but, for some, judgements regarding utility were implicit or distinct judgements 
were made regarding the source and the candidate’s prior knowledge of Henry VII.
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This is a clear level 5 answer that considers the weight and value of the 
source from the very beginning. Quotations are carefully selected and 
linked to both enquiries. They are then supported by detailed 
contextual knowledge. The response is well focussed throughout.
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Aim to integrate the provenance of the source into your answer, using 
it to support your evaluation of the two enquiries.
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Question 2

This was by far the most popular question in this section. Generally, these questions were 
answered reasonably well, and most answers covered at least some of the indicative content. 
Candidates tended to answer this question in a YES/NO (other factors) format and most 
managed to understand and analyse the conceptual focus. The very best answers were the 
ones that understood the links between all the reasons for Henry’s success and how many 
features underpinned and expedited others. For example, some of the most successful 
answers stated that the Treaty of Troyes was the most significant success for Henry V but 
understood that this was dependent on the Anglo Burgundian Alliance. Conversely, some 
candidates argued that campaigns in Harfleur, Agincourt and the best part of Normandy 
were the most effective contributors to his success, which happened independently of the 
Burgundian Alliance, but arguably contributed to its formation. Weaker candidates 
dismissed, or discussed only very briefly, the stated factor, and focussed too heavily on a 
narrative description of various military battles without making any links to the question. 
Candidates are reminded that they must consider the factor stated in the question, giving it 
sufficient attention.
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In this level 5 response the candidate has written a well focussed 
answer with a range of focussed supporting evidence. The candidate 
considers the factor in the question first, and in detail, before 
comparing other factors back to this factor, which is a successful 
technique. The candidate then clearly attempts to weigh up the 
Burgundian Alliance in their conclusion.

Aim to link each factor back to the one in the question; this will help 
you weigh up the various factors and assess their relative significance.
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Question 3

This was the less popular question in the section. Most answers covered at least some of the 
indicative content. For the most part, the knowledge deployed was detailed, accurate and 
relevant and was used to meet the conceptual demands of the question. However, many 
missed the conceptual focus and instead of setting out the answer Yes – economic, No – 
social, political for example, with candidates integrating examples that they felt comfortable 
with, rather than that which was directly relevant, which meant their analysis was weak. 
There were some outstanding answers to this question, where candidates understood the 
synthesis between the factors and analysed further by looking at the longer term and 
shorter-term causes of the Rebellion. The best candidates looked at the importance of 
locality (Kent) and successfully argued for the importance of short term local factors. Weaker 
candidates gave a narrative account of the Rebellion or misunderstood what was meant by 
the term ‘economic’. Similarly, some candidates missed an opportunity to link the political 
and social turmoil to the economic difficulties in the country, making it more important or 
certainly a symptomatic feature of the problems of Henry VI’s kingship. Candidates are 
reminded that they should engage sufficiently with the stated factor before moving on to a 
counter argument.
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This is a largely successful level 5 response where the candidate 
considers the stated factor with detailed supporting evidence, before 
weighing this up against other possible causes of the Rebellion. The 
candidate has a well-developed conclusion where the factors are 
clearly assessed against each other before reaching a final judgement.

Detailed supporting evidence is needed throughout your answer. This 
needs to be carefully selected and clearly linked to the question.
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Question 4

This was the less popular answer in the section, and a number of responses mixed up noble 
rivalries with general rebellions without clearly pointing out areas of overlap. For the most 
part, the knowledge deployed was detailed, accurate and relevant and was used to meet the 
conceptual demands of the question, though not the full breadth of the course. The majority 
of answers did understand that this question required a YES (local rivalries caused the 
biggest problems) NO (They did not, it was something else and/ or that nobles could enhance 
the power of the monarchy). In the best answers links were well explored in this question to 
a weak monarch for example. Some candidates argued that poor kingship was the main 
reason that local rivalries occurred and were not effectively controlled and therefore this was 
a bigger factor in success. Successful answers also placed focus on wider issues (i.e.) noble 
threats across the whole period and the impact of factions. Weaker candidates focussed 
heavily on the reign of Henry IV without always making it clear that this conflict had earlier 
origins. Many candidates attempted to include all opposition to the king rather than focusing 
on the local rivalries or gave a narrative account of, for example, Bonville versus Courtenay. 
Several candidates struggled to cover the 100 year period and candidates are reminded that 
coverage across the period is a requirement of the breadth questions. However, this does not 
always mean that a chronological approach is necessary.
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This candidate is clearly aware of the impact of local rivalries on the 
power of monarchs across the period. The candidate considers the 
relative significance of these locally rivalries compared to other factors 
such as royal finances or the personality of monarchs, developing a 
clear set of criteria against which to make a judgement. This is a level 5 
response.

Remember to include examples from across the period to support 
your arguments.
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Question 5

This was clearly the more popular of the two breadth questions, however the term ‘exploited’ 
confused many candidates who did not address it properly. They tended to take the word as 
having a negative connotation for the use (or for these candidates abuse) of royal income. 
The most successful answers structured this thematically and dealt with sources of income 
rather than chronological – monarch by monarch. The more successful candidates answered 
this question in a YES/NO format (YES the monarchs did exploit sources of income effectively 
– NO, they did not, though many misinterpreted the question to mean – what was their 
financial record like?). The most successful candidates drew clear comparisons between 
monarchs' respective uses of revenue streams such as tax, land and diplomatic incomes in 
order to reach supported judgements regarding how well they maximised revenue. Some 
candidates took a chronological approach, which is acceptable, but quite demanding time 
wise. These candidates tended to run out of time or were only able to discuss weaknesses. 
Weaker candidates only focused on two monarchs – one example agreeing with the 
hypothesis and on disagreeing. Candidates are reminded that coverage across the period is a 
requirement of the breadth questions. However, this does not always mean that a 
chronological approach is necessary and a thematic approach can often work more 
successfully.
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This candidate takes a thematic approach considering various sources 
of royal income including those issued by Parliament and from royal 
lands. The candidate establishes a valid set of criteria in order to weigh 
up each source of royal income which allows the candidate to make a 
judgement, linking back to the question at the end of each paragraph. 
The conclusion then weighs up these judgements, making this a level 5 
response.

Consider a thematic approach to the breadth questions – when 
planning check that you have reference to each monarch.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

Candidates should ensure that they deal with both enquiries; there will be material in the 
Sources to support both enquiries
Candidates should not simply paraphrase the content of the source; they should develop 
valid inferences supported by the arguments raised in the source
Candidates should read the caption carefully so they do not mistake its intent
Candidates should make use of relevant contextual knowledge to support inferences and 
evaluation.

Sections B and C

Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis 
that is required for the higher levels
Planning of essays will help candidates develop an analytical approach
Candidates must be aware of key dates, as identified in the specification, so that they can 
address questions with chronological precision
Candidates should aim to range across the breadth of the chronology in Section C 
questions.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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