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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range in this 
first post-Covid set of exams with A Level paper 2G which deals with the rise and fall of 
fascism in Italy, c1911-46 (2G.1), and Spain, 1930-78, republicanism, Francoism and the re-
establishment of democracy (2G.2).

The paper is divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which is 
based on two linked sources. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B 
comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by 
targeting five second order concepts – cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity 
and difference, and significance. Candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and 
there was very little evidence of candidates being unable to attempt both answers within the 
time allocated. A minority of scripts posed some problems with the legibility of handwriting; 
examiners can only give credit for what they can read.

In Section A, the strongest answers were able to develop reasoned and supported inferences 
based on the sources. Such responses evaluated the sources thoroughly in relation to the 
demands of the enquiry on the basis of both the contextual knowledge that was on offer and 
through an awareness of the nature, origin and purpose of the source. The question requires 
candidates to use the sources ‘together’, but it is not a requirement to use them ’together’ 
throughout the response. There was some evidence of some candidates attempting to do 
this. Depending on the sources, it was not always possible to do this convincingly, and some 
candidates engaged in some superficial argument and analysis as a result. Some candidates 
used their contextual knowledge to describe events in great detail, rather than using it to 
illuminate and to discuss the sources. This sometimes resulted in candidates not dealing with 
the sources adequately. In other cases, it was clear that, despite Advance Information, some 
candidates had insufficient contextual knowledge to deal effectively with the sources.
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In Section B it was clear that most candidates had a secure knowledge base, but this was not 
always effectively used to address the specific focus of the questions posed. Stronger 
answers clearly understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order 
concept that was being targeted by the question. Weaker candidates either engaged in a 
narrative approach that made links to the question in the conclusion or shaped their 
responses analytically but lacked sufficient substance and accurate contextual knowledge to 
support the arguments that they were making. Candidates are encouraged to ensure that 
they take the most appropriate approach to answering a question. Candidates should always 
aim to show the links between the issues raised, not merely to present a list of factors. 
Candidates need to be aware of the chronological parameters of questions and to ensure 
that they write across the chronology. Not all candidates have a secure understanding of 
what is meant by 'criteria' in terms of bullet point 3 of the mark scheme. Some candidates 
note in the introduction to the essay that they are naming the criteria that they plan to use, 
when in actual fact they are referring to the issues or the factors that will be discussed in the 
response. 'Criteria' in bullet point 3 of the mark scheme refers to the basis on which 
candidates reach their judgement, not the issues that are discussed in the process of 
reaching that judgement.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1

This question enjoyed the full range of responses with the majority of candidates achieving at 
least level 3 and low level four, and there were also some extremely good answers which fully 
utilised the sources establishing valid criteria to reach a judgement based on weighing the 
evidence and hence achieved higher level four and secure level 5.

The most effective answers considered the sources together at key points throughout the 
answer, rather than leaving it until the conclusion. They also used exact contextual 
knowledge to make clear the calculations of Mussolini and of the government at the time of 
the March on Rome and in this way showed a real understanding of the values of the society 
from which the sources were drawn. Many answers were unbalanced in the consideration of 
the sources, spending much more time on Source 1 and this does impact on the overall 
evaluation. Commonly, separate sections on each source would begin with a lengthy 
consideration of provenance which dominated any development of inferences or application 
of contextual knowledge. This was particularly the case when considering the authorship of 
Source 2. Lower scoring answers tended not to consider the sources together at all or focus 
almost entirely on provenance. They tended to struggle to set the historical context at all or 
to be misled by Source 2 into writing at length about the Matteotti murder. The better 
candidates drew out the pros and cons of Source 3, considering not only Seldes’ animosity to 
fascism but also his absence during the march itself, and weighed this against his ability to 
write an uncensored account of the event. Similarly, high achieving responses considered the 
value in Mussolini’s propagandistic speech with its rallying call and what could be deduced 
about what Mussolini wanted readers to believe and balanced this against the reality of the 
situation. In this way, candidates successfully interrogated the source and justified their 
comments on value/limitations by deploying the evidence of the source.
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This is a secure level 5 response. It confidently interrogates the 
evidence of both sources. It clearly distinguishes between information 
and claims made by the writers and develops a series of inferences. It 
deploys context both to illuminate and consider the limitations of the 
sources. Although there are a couple of errors of detail, there is secure 
evaluation.
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Justify comments on the reliability of the sources by drawing upon 
their content.
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Question 2

There were some effective answers to this question well answered with some useful source 
analysis and focused evaluation. Many candidates were able to make reasoned inferences 
and the general level of contextual knowledge was good. Many answers developed 
inferences at length from source content. However, a significant number of candidates did 
not link the provenance or context in any depth. This does depress achievement in the levels. 
The better answers linked Source 3 to the wider political history of Spain or picked up on the 
outrages referred to in Source 4. Secure answers were also able to link the context to the 
analysis of source content and provenance. However, while many noted the different 
authorship and nature of the sources, relatively few developed the significance of the 
authorship beyond ‘Republican’ and ‘Nationalist’. Some candidates projected a little too far 
into the future for Source 3, assuming that the left knew civil war was about to break out.

There were few very low scoring answers to this question, though occasionally responses 
relied on paraphrasing the sources.
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This is a top level 5 response. It interrogates both sources and uses 
well selected contextual knowledge to demonstrate a really secure 
understanding of the values and concerns of Spanish society at this 
key moment in 1936. There is some effective evaluation, for example 
on p3. It considers Source 3 as representing what they left wanted and 
not what it achieved. It is full of reasoned inference and weighs up the 
sources effectively in reaching its judgement.
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Remember to use the sources to explore the claims being made by the 
writer and to consider how valid they are.

20GCE History 9HI0 2G



Question 3

This was the most popular question on 2G.1. Most answers took the question at face value 
and followed it in the structure of the response. The best answers were characterised by the 
inclusion of exact knowledge and examples. Many detailed responses looked at the two 
policies and were able to support their arguments with precise considerations of the 
outcomes which enabled them to conduct a genuine ‘weighing up’ of the truth of the 
statement, with secure balance being brought to the response. In these responses, 
candidates often concluded that while the evidence supported the claim that ‘the battle for 
births was a complete failure’, it was less convincing that the ‘battle for grain was a success’. 
In less effective responses, the approach was quite broad and a lack of depth of knowledge 
of the Battle for Births and Battle for Grain drew in separate analyses of the Battle for the 
Lira and the Battle for Land. This needed to be tightly focused in order to be credited as 
relevant support.

Lower scoring answers tended to be unbalanced, focusing on only one of the Battles and 
therefore lacking any comparison.
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This is a secure level 5 response with sustained analysis. Its particular 
strength is in the assessment of the relative achievements of the battle 
for grain on pp.2-3 and in the conclusion. It establishes valid criteria for 
judgement, eg rising employment of women in assessing the battle for 
births.

This question focuses on consequence. To address it effectively, you 
need to establish criteria for judgement. In this double headed 
question, the consequences may be the same or different for both 
policies.
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Question 4

There were some excellent responses to this question. Answers at the top end were 
exceptional. The best answers were able to equally balance the comparison of the two 
regimes. A thematic approach proved most effective. These candidates tended to see 
development or continuation of ideas/policies as well as the obvious difference of context. 
Candidates referred to the Germans' attitude to Mussolini, the use of violence, popularity, 
strengths/differences between both regimes linked to how both institutions were governed. 
Many considered the role of anti-semitism in both regimes. This question enabled prepared 
candidates to display detailed knowledge in support of their arguments and achieve the 
highest level. It was a question that allowed candidates to play to their strengths, enabling 
them to select the key features that they could best compare. Most answers tended to focus 
on the Nazi domination of Salò, comparing it with Mussolini’s personal power in the period 
up to 1943. Weaker responses were not able to extend much further than this and this 
meant that these responses failed to fully analyse the wider implications of the question.
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This is a top level 5 response. It has sustained analysis and very good 
knowledge deployed to support the argument which is fully focused on 
the concepts. The criteria for judgement are established from the start.

This question focuses on similarity and difference. In similarity and 
difference questions, a brief plan helps you to focus on the second 
order concept.
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Question 5

This was the least popular question on Option 2G.2. Overall, it produced some well-reasoned 
responses which fully investigated the significance of the fall of each city. They were able to 
draw parallels/comparisons and link the two events. Conclusions developed this ‘weighing up’ 
approach. However, in weaker responses, candidates failed to really consider the importance 
of Barcelona in relation to Madrid and the reasons why Franco had to pursue this route; the 
decisions he had been forced to make. The majority of responses lacked balance and a real 
understanding of the issues.
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This is level 4 entry response. It has focus on the question and takes an 
analytical approach. However, there is a lack of depth in the knowledge 
used. It does try to develop some criteria for judgement, eg the 
argument Republican defeat was guaranteed by the fall of Barcelona.
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This question focuses on significance. To address it effectively, you 
need to establish criteria for judgement.
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Question 6

This was the most popular question on Option 2G.2. This question allowed candidates to 
display a thorough understanding of the years 1939-56 and the consequences of Franco's 
victory in the Civil War. There were some excellent responses that showed a thorough 
understanding of the role of the Falange and the extent to which Franco 'allowed' their 
domination initially, whilst considering other consequences such as the role of the Church 
and the lasting effects of such all-encompassing dominance. Candidates with some 
understanding of the consequence of Franco's victory in the Civil war were able to produce 
good or reasonable answers, whilst many well-prepared candidates, with a thorough 
understanding of events, explored a number of consequences before arriving at a well-
supported and convincing judgement. The most effective responses showed a developed 
understanding of the impact of the Falange on Franco and the ‘new state’. They considered 
influence as well as examples of policy. These responses were also careful in analysing the 
extent of Falange influence compared to other consequences of the ‘new state’.

There were a number of answers that dismissed the influence of the Falange or dispensed 
with it in an opening paragraph. These responses then focused in much more detail on other 
aspects of the ‘new state’ before returning to a brief consideration of relative significance in 
the conclusion.

Lower scoring answers tended to ignore the role of the Falange completely, focusing on a 
description of other aspects of the ‘new state’.
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This response is sufficient to achieve level 5. It focuses on the 
importance of the Falange as the only political party and its role in the 
terror. It considers alternative consequences including autarky and the 
powerful influence of the Church. It is rather contradictory in its 
judgements, claiming initially that dominance of the Falange was the 
most significant consequence and later claiming that its consequence 
was minor, but it does engage with the issues and develop criteria for 
judgement.

When addressing the word ‘main’, plan your answer so that you are 
secure in your arguments.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

Candidates should aim to draw out reasoned and developed inferences that go beyond 
comprehension and summary of the sources
Candidates should read the caption carefully so that they can make full use of it when 
evaluating the sources
Contextual knowledge should be used to illuminate and discuss what is in the source, 
rather than provide an answer to the enquiry. Long descriptions of linked events are 
unlikely to gain any credit
Candidates should make use of the sources together at some point in the answer but are 
certainly not required to do this all the way through the answer.

Section B 

Candidates should not assume that every question will require a factor/other factors 
approach
Candidates must provide precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker responses 
generally lacked depth and sometimes range
Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis 
that is required for the higher levels
Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they can 
address the questions with chronological precision
Candidates should try to explore the links between issues rather than merely present a list 
of factors.

48GCE History 9HI0 2G



Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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