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Introduction
It was pleasing to see candidates continue to engage effectively across the ability range with A Level

paper 2F which deals with the rise and fall of fascism in Italy, c1911-46 (2G.1), and Spain, 1930-78,

republicanism, Francoism and the re-establishment of democracy (2G.2).

The paper is divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which is based on

two linked sources. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B comprises a

choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by targeting five second

order concepts - cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity and difference, and

significance. Candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and there was very little

evidence of candidates being unable to attempt both answers within the time allocated. Examiners

continued to comment on the fact that a significant minority of scripts posed some problems with

the legibility of hand writing. Examiners can only give credit for what they can read.

In Section A, the strongest answers were able to develop reasoned and supported inferences based

on the sources. Such responses evaluated the sources thoroughly in relation to the demands of the

enquiry on the basis of both the contextual knowledge which was on offer and through an

awareness of the nature, origin and purpose of the source. It is pleasing to note that last summer’s

advice was taken on board by many candidates and there were fewer examples this summer of

candidates suggesting that weight can be established by a discussion of what is missing from a

source. The question requires candidates to use the sources ‘together’ and it was pleasing to see

that the vast majority of candidates continue to be aware of this requirement. It can be achieved

using a variety of different approaches. This summer there was some evidence of more candidates

using often extensive contextual knowledge to drive an answer to the enquiry, rather than using it

to illuminate and discuss the source. This resulted in candidates not dealing with the sources

adequately.

In section B it was clear that most candidates had a secure knowledge base, but this was not always

effectively used to address the specific focus of the questions posed. Stronger answers clearly

understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order concept that was being

targeted by the question. Weaker candidates often engaged in a main factor/other factors

approach, even where this did not necessarily address the demands of the conceptual focus.

Candidates are encouraged to ensure that they take the most appropriate approach to answering a

question. Candidates need to be aware of the chronological parameters of questions and to ensure

that they write across the chronology, not merely using the start and end dates as bookends with

little consideration of the events between. It continues to be the case that not all candidates have a

secure understanding of what is meant by 'criteria' in terms of bullet point 3 of the mark scheme.

Some candidates continue to explicitly state in the introduction to the essay that they are naming

the criteria that they plan to use, when in actual fact they are referring to the issues or the factors

that will be discussed in the response. 'Criteria' in bullet point 3 of the mark scheme refers to the

basis on which candidates reach their judgement, not the issues that are discussed in the process

of reaching that judgement. There was some tendency this summer, in all sections of the paper, for

some candidates to replicate the words and phrases of the mark scheme in their responses. It is

the application of the requirements of the mark scheme that is crucial.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1 

This question enjoyed the full range of responses with the majority of candidates in level 3 and low

level four although there were some extremely good answers which fully utilised the sources

establishing valid criteria to reach a judgement based on weighing the evidence. The most effective

responses made good use of the source material to explore the inferences that could be drawn

from Source 1 regarding the special nature of the relationship between Italy and Nazi Germany

based on their common ideology and the claims made in Source 2 regarding the need to break

away from Germany. The best answers showed a clear awareness of a developing relationship

from its high point in 1937 to its decline by August 1939. Many candidates made good use of

contextual knowledge to interrogate the inferences and claims made as part of the evaluation of

the sources. However, some candidates picked up on the references to youth in source 1 and

became side-tracked by providing lengthy descriptions of fascist policy towards youth rather than

keeping focused on ideological similarities as a driving force for the relationship. There was some

good evaluation considering the different nature of the sources and hence the differing messages

they propounded. Those candidates who took note of the different dates were able to develop a

sophisticated evaluation based on the changing nature of the relationship.

There was a noticeable trend this summer for some candidates to use the structure of the generic

mark scheme to write their answer. Whilst this meant that they addressed all three bullet points, it

did mean that they did not integrate the ideas in their answer so that, in particular, knowledge was

free standing and not used to develop and explain inferences. This technique would be best

avoided for candidates who wish to access the higher levels of the mark scheme.

4     GCE History 9HI0 2G



GCE History 9HI0 2G     5



6     GCE History 9HI0 2G



GCE History 9HI0 2G     7



8     GCE History 9HI0 2G



GCE History 9HI0 2G     9



10     GCE History 9HI0 2G



This is a secure level 5 response. The two sources

are used together very well. The evaluation of the

reliability of the sources is woven into the

discussion throughout the answer and the

candidate really stands back from the sources to

consider the use the historian could make of them.

Contextual knowledge is used to both illuminate

and challenge the content of the sources. The

different dates and nature of the sources is used

very effectively to assess value and reach a

judgement of the weight they bear in an enquiry.

Justify comments on the reliability of the sources

by drawing upon their content.
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Question 2 

There were some effective answers to this question, well answered with some useful source

analysis and focused evaluation. Many candidates were able to make reasoned inferences and the

general level of contextual knowledge was good. The best responses showed a clear awareness

that the sources were drawn from different time periods and different political ideologies. These

candidates made reasoned inferences from Source 3 about Azaña’s concern about the influence of

the Church on youth and Source 4’s claims about the key role the Church was to play in the shaping

of culture in Franco’s Spain. Many candidates were able to interrogate the sources using well

selected knowledge to aid their analysis of the sources and test the validity of the evidence as

accurate information of claims and opinions with varying reliability. The best responses showed a

real appreciation of the values of the time and were able to use this to query, for example, the

extent to which Azaña spoke for the Spanish population. Most candidates were successful in using

the two sources together, many using them to trace the changing pattern of State-Church relations

and to discuss the differing nature of the sources. The best evaluations, achieving in level 4 and

level 5, commented not only on the provenance of the source but justified comments on the weight

of the evidence by applying them to the evidence in the source.
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This is a secure level 5 response. It argues the

limitations of Source 3 very effectively. The use of

contextual knowledge to interrogate the sources

shows a clear understanding of the values of the

time. Valid arguments are developed about the

weight that can be placed on Source 3 as the view

of a left-wing politician compared to Source 4

which reflects the views of the Francoist society.

Remember to use the sources to explore the

claims being made by the writer and to consider

how valid they are.
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Question 3 

This was a very popular question and drew many responses. Most candidates had secure

knowledge of the Acerbo Law and were able to explain its purpose in Mussolini’s attempt to create

a dictatorship. Many explained that the 1924 electoral victory meant that it played a lesser role in

the evolution of the dictatorship by 1926, although fewer candidates seemed aware of the electoral

pact with the right-leaning leading liberals, former nationalists and a few Popolari members which

led to the creation of a government-supporters list and played a key role in Mussolini’s electoral

success. Most candidates considered a range of other factors including the March on Rome, the

assumption of emergency powers, the impact of the Matteotti crisis and Aventine Secession, the

introduction of press censorship, the pressure from the ras and the passing of the Legge

Fascistissime. The most successful developed clear criteria for judging the relative significance of the

factors in relation to the Acerbo Law. The most common error in addressing this question was to

consider it as a rise to power question and focus on the period 1918-22. These responses often

included factors that were out of period, such as the mutilated victory or the changes in fascist

ideology between 1919 and 1921. Other candidates strayed beyond 1926 and explored the

development of the dictatorship including the role of the OVRA. This material could not be credited.
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This is a secure level 5 response. It considers the

relative significance of 3 factors; the Acerbo law,

the banning of the opposition and the assumption

of dictatorial powers. It has a sustained analysis

focused on relative significance and secure

knowledge which leads to a fully explained

judgment based on explicit criteria.

This question focuses on significance. To address it

effectively, you need to establish criteria for

judgement.
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Question 4 

Many candidates chose to answer this question. Most demonstrated a good knowledge of fascist

economic policy and an ability to tackle the question in an analytical framework. The most effective

responses had a clear understanding of the nature of autarky and considered the achievements of

fascist economic policy in terms of its impact on the Italian economy and population. Most

candidates explored the successes and failure of the battles for grain, land and the lire in relation to

autarky. Some excellent answers considered the purpose of the battle for births, with its focus on

expanding the Italian population, within the policy for autarky and its necessity to ensure a large

workforce to allow economic development. Candidates could relate the aims of the Corporate State

to autarky. Some responses described economic policy, without a focus on autarky, and these

tended to achieve level 3 and below. The best responses were able to develop clear criteria which

were used to assess ‘beneficial’ and reach supported judgements.

GCE History 9HI0 2G     23



24     GCE History 9HI0 2G



GCE History 9HI0 2G     25



26     GCE History 9HI0 2G



GCE History 9HI0 2G     27



This is a secure level 5 response. It focuses on

three key policies in the attempt to achieve

autarky; the battle for grain, the battle for births

and policy towards imports and raw materials. It is

underpinned by good knowledge, an assessment

of successes and failures and a weighing up of

these to reach a sound judgement about the

‘benefits’ of autarky.

This question focuses on consequence. To address

it, you need to look at impact
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Question 5 

This was the least popular question on Option 2G.2. There were some very well considered answers

that tackled the question effectively. These candidates considered the differences in the number of

victims on each side and carried out successful comparisons examining the similarities in the cruel

nature of the terror and the choice of political opponents as victims, as well as drawing out other

differences including the length of time over which the atrocities were committed and the use of

terror by the Nationalists to curry support from the Catholic Church. The most common error was

to describe the terror rather than focus on the second order concept - similarity and difference.
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This is level 5 response. It has an explicit focus on

similarity and difference throughout the answer.

There is a depth of knowledge. There is a greater

focus on what was different and underlying theme

of considering similarities.

In similarity and difference questions, a brief plan

helps you to focus on the second order concept
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Question 6 

This was the most popular question on Option 2G.2. The most effective responses were able to

look at the origins of regionalism versus centralism not only in the Basque areas but also Catalonia,

and then to consider the relative significance of other factors weakening Franco’s hold both

domestically and internationally. Weaker responses had a more limited focus on regional

nationalism with insecure knowledge and tended to focus on alternative factors such as left-wing

attitudes in the Church and challenges by students. Without a sharp focus on the given factor, they

were unable to develop the criteria to judge relative significance and these responses were

rewarded in level 3 and below.
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This is a level 5 response. It has good knowledge of

the actions of ETA and the way that they

threatened the Franco regime. This threat is

contrasted with that from workers, the Church and

students. There is a sustained argument. Clear

criteria for judgement are explained in the

conclusion. The answer would have been

improved by a consideration of the regional

opposition.

Remember to explore the given factor in depth.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

Candidates should ensure that they deal with both enquiries

Candidates should aim to draw out reasoned and developed inferences that go beyond

comprehension of the sources

Candidates should move beyond stereotypical approaches to the nature, origin and purpose of

the source. Comments about this should be specific to the provided sources rather than generic

comments that might apply to any source

Contextual knowledge should be used to illuminate and discuss what is in the source, rather than

provide an answer to the enquiry.

Sections B and C

Candidates should not assume that every question will require a factor/other factors approach

Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis that is

required for the higher levels

Candidates must be aware of key dates, as identified in the specification, so that they can

address questions with chronological precision

Candidates should aim to range across the breadth of the chronology in Section C questions. This

entails not just the bookend dates but some range across the whole chronology within the

parameters of the specification.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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