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Introduction

AS paper 2B, which covers the options of the German Reformation (2B.1) and the Dutch
Revolt (2B.2) again saw responses from across the ability range. The paper is divided into two
sections. Section A contains a compulsory two-part question each based around one source
and assesses analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B comprises a choice of essays that
assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by targeting five second-order concepts -
cause, consequence, change/continuity, similarity/difference and significance.

In general, candidates again found Section A, the compulsory two-part source question, the
more challenging largely because many were not clear what was meant by ‘value’ and ‘weight’
in the context of source analysis and evaluation (AO2). In question (a), some candidates still
waste time by attempting to address how the source is not valuable to the enquiry which is
not relevant to this question. More generally, the detailed knowledge that is required to add
contextual material to support and/or challenge points derived from the sources was often
absent. Also, some candidates continue to make generic comments on the provenance of the
sources though more, taking their nature, origin and purpose into consideration, were able to
evaluate the use of the sources to the enquiry in each question.

Section B, the section in which candidates were given a choice of three essays in order to
assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1), still tends to be done better. There were
few wholly descriptive answers with most candidates attempting to engage analytically with
the demands of the questions. The majority of answers were soundly structured and clearly
expressed. They also made some effort to come to a judgement. Lack of detailed knowledge
of the material continues to be an issue for some as is a tendency not to engage fully enough
with the specific focus of the question. Also, there is still a significant number of answers
which lack balance in their response to the questions - candidates are reminded that, at this
level, there is a requirement that as well as developing the stated factor in essay questions,
they also require some development of a counter-case.

8HI0_2B_QO01_a

Most candidates were able to identify from the source that the position of Lutherans in
Germany in 1555 was significantly better than it had been thanks to the Peace of Augsburg.
There were some good responses which were able to develop the source’s establishment of



the principle of ‘cuius region, eius religio’. Weaker responses, though aware of the historical
context, often paraphrased the source. Also, a number clearly mixed up the Peace of
Augsburg with the Augsburg Confessions could not be rewarded for that part of their answer
as it is not the focus of part a responses.
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There were some very good responses to this question. These were able to place the source
in its historical context following the Diets of Worms and Speyer and in the light of Charles’
renewed concentration on Luther following his problems elsewhere in his Empire. Many also
considered the both the Cardinal’s position as a Legate and his tone in addressing the
Emperor at this vital time in addressing the source’s value to the enquiry. Weaker candidates
were able to identify the hostility of the Church towards Lutheranism in its content but were
largely unable to provide any knowledge of its context. Comments on the source’s reliability
tended to be generic and/or based on questionable assumptions.
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Examiner Comment

In Question (a), the candidate does make an attempt to engage with the content of the source

and to make comments with regard to its utility. However, it has little with regard to own

knowledge and was awarded a low L2 mark. In Question (b), inferences are made from the

source with regard to the Catholic Church's attitude to Lutheranism and supported from the

content. Some knowledge is appended with regards to the context of the letter and attempts

made to consider the provenance with regard to Campeggio's position and intent. It was

awarded a mid L3 mark.

8HI0_2B_Q02a

Most candidates were able to identify Philip II's hostility towards Protestantism in this source

from his language and the severity of the punishments he outlined for dealing with heresy.

Stronger candidates tended to have more detailed understanding of the historical context

and were able to place it against the background Philip’'s more stern approach to combatting

religious disobedience when compared to his father. Weaker answers tended to develop only

lightly the content of the source without attempting to analyse its value. A significant number
merely described the growth of Calvinism in the 1560s.
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Good answers to this question clearly identified Marnix’'s Calvinism as a factor in assessing the

weight of this source, using it to make valid inferences about his intentions. They were able to

make inferences from the source’s content about the likely responsibility for the Iconoclastic

Fury, and use their contextual knowledge to develop this. Weaker candidates tended to take

the source at face value. There was also a tendency to write quite a lot about the course of the

Iconoclastic Fury which was not the focus of this question.
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Examiner Comment

In Question (a), the candidate does make an inference from the source and supports this with

a quote from the source content. There is some general background knowledge included and

an attempt to consider the utility of the source. It was given a L2 mark. In Question (b), there

is an attempt to consider the point of view of the author and, again, some knowledge of the

background of the Iconoclastic Fury but the candidate does not engage convincingly with the

source's content. It too was awarded a L2 mark.
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This was a popular question and elicited some very good responses. Candidates generally
knew a lot about anti-papalism in early sixteenth-century Germany though some were weaker
in linking this directly to the growth of anti-clerical feeling. There were also a range of
alternatives considered in the growth of discontent with the Catholic Church, some citing
political and economic factors and others concentrating on the abuses of the Church more
generally.
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Examiner Comment

This response includes evidence of anti-papal attitudes in Germany and of other relevant
factors like the influence of humanism. Where it is less convincing is in its ability to link these
more directly to the growth of anti-clericalism. It was awarded a high L3 mark.

8HI10_2B_Q04

The best answers to this question provided evidence of both Luther's character and his
abilities in addressing the success of his challenge to the Catholic Church during this period.
Some cited his debate with Eck to support his bravery and stubbornness for example, while
also referencing his background as a scholar and/or his debating prowess to support his
abilities. This was balanced by a range of alternative explanation for Luther’s success, notably
the printing press. Some candidates tended to gloss over the requirement to address Luther’s
character and abilities and scored less well. Some were imprecise of the dates in the question
and described the Diet of Worms for example.
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Examiner Comment

This response includes evidence of anti-papal attitudes in Germany and of other relevant
factors like the influence of humanism. Where it is less convincing is in its ability to link these
more directly to the growth of anti-clericalism. It was awarded a high L3 mark.
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There were fewer answers to this question but some good responses which clearly

understood Luther’s reasons for condemning radicalism and were able to evidence his clear

need for princely support but also his genuine desire for a peaceful and gradual reformation,

avoiding the theological radicalism of the Zwickau Prophets or Carlstadt for example.
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This mid L4 response addresses, in some detail, the differing reasons for Luther's

condemnation of radicalism in the early 1520s, including consideration of his need for

princely support. Though it does come to a judgement which is supported by the essay, this is

more weakly substantiated.

8HI10_2B_Q06

This was a popular question and there were some good responses which confidently analysed

the ways in which the executions of Egmont and Hoorn contributed to the growth of

opposition to Alva’s rule. Against this, many candidates argued that other actions taken by




Alva were equally or more responsible, for example the Council of Troubles or the institution
of the Tenth Penny. Weaker answers lacked precise knowledge of the period, particularly the
executions of Egmont and Hoorn, and ranged beyond the dates specified in the question.

Doc ID: 0461000377100

o - & e
- R - ond the fock ik ko, Seusharm . peninces | weie Calbolc. ;
mind, ough your new question with | ard . poo < Sgae. TThis. d. . bty . Se0Q Of_Qmme s
Chowen questonnumber: Question3 [ Quastiond T Questions £ o T e g gty Widragamd. and. exqasing NS phns. urdec o |
Questions @ Question? ©  Questions [ - LAms and A favee, op . Communicodan (el o sho. . 3
Thi exRCLmiens. 04 Lqmoct. ond. HEtif. s o bigy (atsacger levamon o 1568 ;n‘lkmﬁ ard), 2N Veough e Qutgredare... | ©
Why Ao 'S nda in.he. Nerradords. wos oppied. die) on Ao . Pk alleer b oda ammse_«m
V563 — 33 becase Moo eaicoed Mt Scen. afler fhad . o secoed Llowadion in ASTZ  4e cemaws. Pla, ‘
becocing govesnar. genscl. of. the. Merhatands. bacasse o . s &g _barver. lansed. oy Drocge Serdiog (shiess. and g
cmyent (asgarer  of Parmna cmn Ho. ccdored) thalr Qacsgilars. k. i, doum <9p Suppoeand. Sha. Mua 'S
Axecoion  undar ke pae. H§ lUne Phitlp. 11 0 assert bod..dzeds.. This cwoSian. God e “““““4““’“5- -
his _auibenty. and . st ah exmgle 66 Lo Luauld Masee Grarga aows contelbed waliond and  Zesland \Jkich
T s . L Lueee  Ooanarn . prdacas, Lk besa% cd i reach gur
those . twoa snal\d.ch cavard QU Fpt BRoause ANy Al 0%, sy ases€ sty i}m by rivens and
Lo pack. b AbR MO INCIuental. qrandas camiiesn (o ladsn cmdn. . wanid. boedo. b casged TS Sedooiby
trestaclands ard. ware ab dhe. conie. OF QO weMMENT. & oqps-ed Aln'S ik as. Calinsis tow covraiied e
wore @alcy - malars  goc tha Nathadasds | Tea axscidens
slsg. . emarpd. Socsinygmeden. iliare. .ol QrERge. @ Howesar , iba. 2xcuian. 6¢. Gment_and. Hoom o
Alu's  dad . aed ofgeser. and +he. prople. of e “‘m\" recsan. . pregla oqgesed Bin s _ri "
tvestaclondss fomad. 0. him. 0. dageat. Alva. 1562 ..and ST, becavua . Alua’s . blood . cocil. Set
SN ASEF . s Lo pdicia) bodyyop Gihich he s e
FolivAla ciuguimir.-adon Lol 56 noso. phaaliy hioch, . &0d . 2ntacec) . buedy. laws  and dhed ea
a0 invadken. i ISL8 6 cosee. Alva ond  he iwanted te darcionamss . Gosen (RS, q\,eh.oaﬁg.’hmum
OMRCK.... . fouar. GO a0d any _toSpue. BlaS. atmy. ap kel ahonr. tofund acd . aseced, s SR (o
and. my s o Of thaRRgN..a¢. Mo, Neshardanda. dos.. Ga.sba pepolosien..aared.. Blvo. At Shik to
Howewer, . ffan . undacesnmaed . Aluo S, Spansh. esps. e harmary (a3, 00, .. Ncs. . 10 gt Lo b, :
J J
L I— "
L = T |

. = - o

TG A8 G oSt CAused . Privesianis 008 s vo. Siases gpoamls . afpBVENSnE | and oS . 193l bis
base acd. oppese VA .o% ha, L relylevsiy A0S prce  Now - SUC@AISL a0d - lad e poegla
pm‘.,._u-n3 pesgla.. Sunk. Dethude S thaic. (oirh. kﬂuﬁhu\ ~and. .ag.@cmﬁkm,, Phiip . aas. o
T Coreg o wRpn. Lesser nodles cahe Qete o eameva W o, asgacck o facon s cespane. Vo
Simpoehy - gor GeopR.. taha. nsre bEy. pusaacd fac only. Goredashen . Pavinms, . Suw sogemmaion;m
- thaiv. . Gainh - Aunn. Abogh. Mayodny o ¢ MM (R Cathalc.. Sgele Ao prsccaliy. enqiie bs. FhUp ohost Bln s
dhons A

Thingee . lda 4bis -:A‘\ﬂnﬂ Shewan. ok KvAYONG ag teed

With —aha. soc . heresy lacs. Tows showed appetden angas
Ra o rels ., tho execusion o Ggoent and Heoon were.

o Weg caly. Ceaseos . iy Lia S re. famd. opposidon
knna 1563 = 43 BRcause. osher. facke Such aas
Ks —aggreasinme . glicy. nimacdd. Ao Dadadands,
hS. council 6L Trocdad ond his Tamh oy taxalda.
Causad. .preplo ko comant. bim.. The mx:“a\:fym =
Coused . Pomatons .. ddlike him and o acadfigh | S o
. gopulasien. Do Tanth iy ax (aled. ond. Locr s, the
wesk of W S’ genued  dard (A o fertol - compmis,

e Chilp. u?dmj b3 T S

o Ble. Line woa SUN Py carngfiny k. tha ifrnacnens

et V.jﬂ% Ohidp (o aniece bucesy s and ivdiaiaia
@eace . Plu's  oggeatee. oty tounms the peapl-

S Ao fuerbad onds.. alan_consed pmum o gpuse him
bacasce. fo Gas anjing. eo adnpk o Jenish Sysiem

—fhopla cp tbaDestadand . oldo Alslidad. flue' s etk
prony dax LAKR 03 A @urthaiand: memmmm\
AU Salan  rGe . (e prEury. T The Stases - geoasal o
Neshodonds  pefoted  4nis an ha did nar Sesz wal
veBerhahe. AN . 08 T Lonuld cavie publis disconmnt,
howewe  Bloa nasdadd o do ¢his  ox hz had aa fnoscol

S froee. Spain. becavse of Phivp/s. camr | althaba

Talks and Ao nesded. ro Ry K, Mrcananis or thay
wid e fight aloogmida . him. . Alic. dicided ro mauch
i his reogs A0 aba s & ard Kmanded
picpla foy. ebe vex, b . did. Yhs  (aithow the

L N ~ 2 ” L L -




Examiner Comment

This candidate does attempt to link the executions of Egmont and Hoorn to the growth in
opposition to Alva's rule in the Netherlands before looking at alternative factors including the
roles of the Council of Troubles and the Tenth Penny. However, a slight lack of conviction
regarding the stated factor kept it at the bottom of L4.

8HI0_2B_QO07

There were few responses to this question and generally, candidates struggled to evidence
the change or continuity in Spanish policy during this period with any degree of confidence.
Many described the policy of Alva rather than that, for example, of Parma in the late 1570s
and few scored beyond Level 2.

8HI0_2B_QO08

Though many candidates were able to discuss reasons the growing power of the
United Provinces during this period in terms of Maurice’s military successes or Spanish
weaknesses, fewer were able to evidence the contribution of the main factor in the
question, the establishment of the Dutch East India Company. That said, the better
answers did, noting for example, not just the financial contribution made by the
company’s profits but also the manner in which it boosted the international status of
the Republic.
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Examiner Comment

The obvious weakness of this response is any real consideration of the role of the Dutch East
India Company in the growing power of the Untied Provinces during the years 1584-1609. The
candidate also drifts from the period in question on occasions. That said, it does have
sufficient focus by looking at other significant factors, for a mid L3 mark



Paper Summary

Based on the performance on this paper therefore, candidates are offered this advice:
Section A - Question (a)

» Read the sources carefully with regard to the specific demands of the questions

» Prioritise making valid inferences relevant to the question using brief quotes to
highlight your reasoning

» Back up these inferences by adding relevant contextual knowledge from beyond the
source to explain or expand

» Move beyond generic or stereotypical comments on the nature, origin or purpose of
the sources - look at the specific stance and/or purpose of the writer

- Avoid writing about the deficiencies of the source when assessing its value -
concentrate instead on what it adds to the enquiry

Section A - Question (b)

» Read the sources carefully with regard to the specific demands of the questions

» Prioritise making valid inferences relevant to the question using brief quotes to
highlight your reasoning

» Back up these inferences by adding relevant contextual knowledge from beyond the
source to explain, expand upon or challenge its evidence

- Be aware that the author is addressing a specific audience and purpose

» Try to distinguish between fact and opinion by using your contextual knowledge of
the period

» In coming to a judgement, take account of the weight you may be able to give the
author’s evidence in the light of their position or purpose



» In assessing weight, it is perfectly permissible to consider what has been, perhaps,
deliberately omitted from the source - however, simply stating that a source is limited
because it does not cover other events or developments does not establish weight as
no source can be comprehensive.

Section B

- Questions can be asked on any element of the Key Topics in the specification

» This is a Study in Depth so it is vital to have precise and detailed knowledge of the
issues to score well — you are required to have both range and depth in your answer

to access the higher levels

» Questions can be asked by targeting any of the five second order concepts - cause,
consequence, continuity and change, similarity and difference, significance

« Pay full attention to the stated focus of the question - aim to explain this fully
before considering alternatives to give the answer balance and enable you to come to
a judgement

» Be sure to respect the time frame in a question — make sure that the material you
use is both relevant and covers the chronology as fully as possible

» Try and show links between the issues raised in your answer, especially in coming to
a judgement
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