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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range with A level
paper 37 which deals with The changing nature of warfare, 1859-1991 (37.1) and Germany,
1871-1990 (37.2). The paper is divided into three sections. Section A contains a compulsory
question which is based on two enquiries linked to one source. It assesses source analysis and
evaluation skills (AO2). Section B comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the
period in depth (AO1). Section C comprises a choice of essays that relate to aspects of the process
of change over a period of at least a 100 years (AO1).

Most candidates managed their time effectively with little evidence of them not attempting all
sections of the paper.

In Section A, the strongest answers were rooted in the source provided and showed the ability to
identify and develop reasoned inferences. It was also important to address both enquiries using
contextual knowledge and the provenance of the source.

In Section B it is important to be clear about the focus of the question and to develop a range of
points that facilitate the development of a balanced argument. It is important that candidates have
knowledge and understanding of the issues and individuals cited in the specification.

In Section C, candidates were better prepared this year to engage with the process of change and
to focus on explaining and illustrating the significance of a range of points from across the
timeframe.

In particular, it is important to recognise that in relation to BP2 of the mark scheme to access Level
5 it is necessary to address at least 75% of the chronological range and to access Level 4 on BP2 it
was felt unlikely that the demands of the question could be met with a coverage of less than 60%.

It is also important to recognise that criteria as referred to in BP3 of the mark scheme relate to the
basis on which candidates reach their judgement and not to a list of relevant factors.
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Question 1

This source provided a German perspective on the British attack at Cambrai in November 1917. It
required analysis of the nature of the attack and the impact on the German defenders. Candidates
were able to interrogate the source to identify that this was an attack aiming to utilise the tank to
best effect as a spearhead. The source reveals details about the timing of the bombardment, the
modifications to the tank to enable it to cross German trenches and the nature of the ground in the
area chosen for the assault. It also enabled the candidate to assess the German reaction with focus
on the shock impact of the tanks and the feeling that the British had not conducted this campaign
according to expectations. Many candidates deployed contextual knowledge effectively, e.g. in
discussing the use of fuse 106 and the later events in the battle.
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Question 2

The source facilitates analysis of the perceived threat and the nature of Hitler's reaction.
Candidates were able to interrogate the source to identify evidence relevant to both enquiries and
to deploy contextual knowledge to develop their points. Many identified the challenge posed to
Hitler's position by the radical agenda coming from the SA which threatened groups that Hitler
relied on for his support. Equally the intentions of the SA regarding the military were regarded as a
serious challenge. The second enquiry led to candidates explaining that Hitler wished to project
himself as the guardian of the true interests of the nation and being responsible for taking decisive
action when necessary.
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| /= Examiner Comments

A sound response which interrogates the source in
relation to both enquiries and deploys some
effective contextual knowledge, e.g. about the
political tensions within the Nazi movement. It
identifies some of the key points regarding the
perceived threat and is aware that Hitler felt his
position was being undermined. Equally there is
some development about the nature of Hitler's
response but there is scope for developing this
discussion. Overall a sound Level 4.

ResultsPlus
\

) Examiner Tip

It is important to try to root responses in the
source and to identify the key points relevant to
both enquiries. This will provide the platform for
the argument which can be developed by the
deployment of contextual knowledge to add
substance.
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Question 3

This question was attempted by the majority of candidates in Section B. Most candidates addressed
the nominated factor effectively and identified Von Moltke's abilities as a commander and as a
creator of the military infrastructure that facilitated the development of the Prussian military. The
stronger candidates identified other factors, e.g. the weaknesses of his opponents and the superior
resouces available to Prussia. They were able to weigh up the relative significance of the points and
produce an informed argument.

GCE History 9HIO 37 11



Question 4

The least popular question on Section B. Candidates addressed the nominated factor and showed
an awareness of the importance of Intelligence in the Battle of the Atlantic and then measured it
against other factors, e.g, the increasing effectiveness of the convoy system and Hitler's failure to
give sufficient support to his submarine fleet. Most candidates then weighed up the relative
significance of the different factors and developed a balanced and informed judgement.
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Question 5

This question was the least popular in Section B but attracted some very sound responses.
Candidates were well informed about Bismarck's objectives and how the political context of the
1870s led to some changes in his attitudes. The essays generally looked at both sides of the
argument and supported arguments with some effective specific evidence.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

A focused, well informed and balanced analysis
which is particularly strong in conveying a sense of
the political context Bismarck was operating in. It is
clear on Bismarck's objectives and on how these
were adapted because of the reactions to the May
Laws and the changing circumstances, e.g. after
the election of Leo XIlIl as Pope and the increasing
fear of Socialism and Bismarck's changing
relationship with the Liberal Democrats. The
candidate is clearly in control of the material
producing a clear argument meriting Level 5.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

A very good example of a well planned clear
argument which establishes a range of key points
and deploys specific evidence to promote
informed argument.
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Question 6

This was the most popular question in Section B and the majority of responses addressed the
nominated factor with some effective explanation and illustration and were able to identify and
develop some other factors, although some of these needed clearer explanation to facilitate
effective debate and there was a tendency to assertion in some of the weaker responses.
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ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

The response deploys a sound range of material
but needs sharper debate about the relative
significance of the different points. The nominated
factor is the least developed and there needs to be
more explicit weighing of Kohl's significance
against that of Gorbachev and the situation in the
GDR. Nevertheless there are a good range of
points identified and backed with sound contextual
knowledge and the response merits a sound Level
4.

< ResultsPlus
) Examiner Tip

In nominated factor questions it is often helpful to
deal with that factor first to establish the points
that other factors can be measured against.




Question 7

This was the least popular question in Section C. Most candidates addressed the nominated factor
and identified the characteristics of the Gettysburg Address and its impact on the public. Many
pointed out that the impact was not immediate. They then examined other public statements, e.g.
McKinley's in the 1890s, and measured them against Lincoln's address. There was a recognition of
the statement of the values that the United States stood for and also an awareness that the
emphasis changed in the 20th century and became often a concern for ideological challenges to the
United States. Some responses lacked the range and depth required for a higher level.
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Question 8

This question was the most popular in Section C. Candidates addressed the nominated factor and
showed an awareness of its impact, e.g. the comments of Walter Cronkite, and many were able to
put it into context with reference to subsequents events in the United States. Candidates then
examined examples of reporting from the American Civil War onwards with some effective
deployment of specific illustration. There was a tendency for candidates to focus their attention on
more recent conflicts, e.g. Vietnam and the Gulf War. Some responses needed to focus more on
weighing up the relative significance of different points.
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Question 9

Marginally the most popular of the Section C questions, this attracted some well informed
responses which generally covered the timeframe and understood the varying fortunes
experienced by White Collar workers. Many candidates deployed statistical evidence effectively to
develop their points. The majority of answers were understandably chronological in approach and
some needed more explicit weighing up of the nature of the progress made.
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</£Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

A well informed response which covers the
timeframe very thoroughly and explains and
illustrates the changing fortunes of the white collar
workers. The answer is analytical throughout and
the conclusion strong. The candidate has engaged
with the issues and weighed up the significance of
change in the different periods. The sustained
analytical focus merits Level 5.
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Question 10

A popular question which attracted a good range of responses, most of which addressed the
nominated factor and a range of other issues across the timeframe although there was a tendency
in a significant minority of answers to describe the impact of points on the economy without
analysing their relative significance. There was also assertion in some sections of answers which
made overall judgement less effective.
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N/ (ResultsPlus
’r’/\ Examiner Comments

This response has some address to the nominated
factor with general points made but a lack of
specific illustration to add substance. A range of
other points are identified but they do not cover

the full timeframe and are uneven in development.

There is some weighing up but this would have
been stronger had there been more specific
illustration. Nevertheless there is enough focus on
the impact on the economy to merit low Level 4.

< ResultsPlus
) Examiner Tip

This answer illustrates the need to ensure
thorough coverage of the timeframe when dealing
with breadth questions and the deployment of
specific evidence to add substance to points.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance in this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
Section A
¢ Candidates should ensure they deal with both enquiries

¢ Candidates should not simply paraphrase; they should develop inferences supported by
evidence in the source and contextual knowledge

¢ Candidates should not use stock evaluation

¢ Candidates do not need to judge which source is the most valuable.
Sections B AND C

* Candidates should avoid narrative. This tends to undermine analysis

* Planning of essays helps to develop focused analysis

¢ Candidates should be aware of the basic chronology of the topics covered

¢ Candidates must ensure that they cover the topics in the Breadth section of the specification
thoroughly to promote wide ranging answers in Section C.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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