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Introduction
It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability level with A level paper

35 which deals with the losing and gaining of an empire, 1763-1914 (35.1) and the British

experience of warfare, 1790-1918.

The paper is divided into three sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which is based

on two enquiries linked to one source. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2).

Section B comprises of a choice of essays that assess the understanding of the period in depth

(AO1). Section C comprises a choice of essays that relate to aspects of the process of change over a

period of at least 100 years (AO1). Most candidates managed their time effectively with little

evidence of candidates not attempting all three sections.

In Section A, the strongest answers were rooted in the source and showed the ability to identify and

develop reasoned inferences. It was also important to address both enquiries deploying contextual

evidence and an analysis of the provenance of the source to add substance to the points made.

In Section B it is important to show an understanding of the focus of the question and to identify a

range of points which can be developed to facilitate an informed and balanced argument.

Candidates are expected to have knowledge and understanding of individuals and issues explicitly

cited in the specification.

In Section C, candidates were better prepared this year to engage with the process of change and

to focus on identifying, explaining and illustrating the significance of a range of points from across

the timeframe.

In particular, it is important to emphasise that in relation to BP2 of the mark scheme it is necessary

to address at least 75% of the chronological range and to access Level 4 on BP2 it was felt unlikely

that the demands of the question could be met with a coverage of less than 60%.

It is also important to recognise that 'criteria' as referred to in BP3 of the mark scheme mean the

basis on which candidates reach their judgement not a range of points they have considered.
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Question 1 

The source is taken from a British newspaper with Liberal attitudes and therefore likely to look at

the events leading up to the Indian Rebellion with an understanding of the grievances that had

developed. The source indicates that the British attitudes had played a part in the developing

situation. However, it is important to note that the article appeared in the opening stages of the

Rebellion when the writer could not but express horror at the outrages which had taken place. The

candidates found the first enquiry more straightforward but the majority of responses worked hard

to develop a discussion of British attitudes. The deployment of contextual knowledge was generally

pleasing and often strong.
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The response addresses both enquiries and

identifies the response on the Indian side to the

interference with customs as well as being aware

of the mood of condemnation that developed on

the British side. The deployment of contextual

knowledge is very strong with specific evidence

developing key points, e.g. re religious and military

issues. The attribution is also used effectively to

evaluate the source making it clear that it came

from the early days of the Indian Rebellion. The

interrogation of the source, the deployment of

contextual knowledge and the use of the

attribution merit a clear Level 4.

This answer provides effective evidence of the

effective use of the attribution and of the

deployment of contextual knowledge to develop

key points.
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Question 2 

The source focuses on Black Week in 1899 when the fortunes of the British were at a very low ebb.

The question seeks to promote debate on the tactical successes of the Boers at this stage of the

conflict and the deficiencies of the British. The source details Boer tactics, e.g. their use of the

terrain and British weaknesses in command and in planning for the engagement. The attribution

makes clear the position and traditions of the Times newspaper and many candidates picked up on

this in their evaluation referring to the team of reporters and using contextual knowledge of

previous Times reporters including W H Russell. A significant minority of responses deployed

contextual knowledge effectively. Some spent too much time writing about the fact that the source

was just about Black Week.
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The response addresses both enquiries and

interrogates the source to identify two key points:

the evidence of careful planning and use of the

terrain on the Boer side and the lack of planning,

e.g. the lack of an effective recce of the area, on

the British side. There is some deployment of

contextual knowledge, e.g. general reference to

the failings of Buller, but this could be developed.

There is some weighing up and evaluation using

the attribution. A sound Level 4 in the mid range.

On a military option more specific knowledge

could be expected when dealing with a campaign

which is cited in the specification.

18     GCE History 9HI0 35



Question 3 

This was the most popular of the Section B questions on 35.1. The majority of candidates

addressed the nominated factor with some effective explanation and illustration. In most cases this

was measured against other factors although here the range and the depth varied considerably. It

is important to be able to cite specific evidence of the failings of commanders, e.g. Burgoyne. Some

candidates devoted large parts of their responses to analysing the causes of the conflict. Whilst this

can be said to have an impact on the resolve of the Americans it did not require the extensive

coverage it sometimes received.
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This response is focused and deals with the

nominated factor and identifies a range of other

issues to facilitate a counter argument. There is a

sound range of specific evidence deployed to

illustrate points and there is some weighing up of

the relative importance of issues. The structure

and expression of the answer are both clear. The

answer merits a sound Level 4.

The response provides illustration and explains the

significance of some key points, e.g,

communication.
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Question 4 

This question attracted a healthy minority of responses and revealed a generally pleasing level of

knowledge about Macquarie. The positive case was generally dealt with more thoroughly with a

range of points with specific illustration in the majority of cases. The counter argument was ignored

by very few candidates but did tend to have less range and depth. Nevertheless most candidates

made at least some attempt to weigh up the contribution of this important figure.
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This answer focuses on certain aspects of

Macquarie's contribution with sections on the

issue of convicts, commercial development

including exploration and his policies towards the

native population. There is some effective

deployment of specific evidence and some

development of a positive/negative debate which

qualifies the answer for a place in Level 4.

However, the range of points could be wider, e.g.

there is no reference to his work on developing

infrastructure or education. This would diminish

the quality of BP1 and limit the overall mark to low

Level 4.
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It is important to define the key factors that are

important in building up the state.
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Question 5 

This question was attempted by the majority of candidates in Section B. The nominated factor was

addressed and it was pleasing to see that specific evidence was by no means confined to Trafalgar.

Discussion of his personal qualities varied from thinly supported assertion to substantial

consideration of the 'Nelson touch'. Most candidates promoted informed debate by identifying

other factors and here range and depth determined the level of reward. There were some excellent

discussions, for instance the changes initiated by Middleton, the impact of technology (graphic

descriptions of the carronade in action) and the problems encountered by Villeneuve.
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There is some focus on the nominated factor with

the deployment of specific evidence, e.g. the work

of Thomas Foley who had been given responsibility

by Nelson. However, the counter argument lacks

range and development which limits debate. The

points about the Board of Ordnance show what

could have been developed and lift the response

to low Level 4.

In questions which ask whether the nominated

factor is the 'primary reason' it is clear that a

substantial counter argument is required.
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Question 6 

This was attempted by a healthy minority of candidates in Section B. The majority were aware of

the key developments in technology and related it to the campaigns to some extent, e.g. the

developments in cameras and radio communications. The developments in gunnery were cited by

most candidates but the significance was not always explained. The higher level responses

developed a counter argument with reference to the attitudes to the emerging force of senior

commanders, e.g. Haig and his support of Trenchard.
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This is a strong and focused response which merits

Level 5. There is a central focus on the

development of technology which is illustrated

with specific detail, e.g. in the section on

communication, and placed into context. The

significance of points is made clear. Other factors

are identified, e.g. the attitude of politicians such

as Smuts and the importance of the contribution

of military leaders such as Haig.

This answer illustrates the importance of

establishing a clear sense of context.

GCE History 9HI0 35     45



Question 7 

This was the most popular of the questions in Section C. The majority of candidates addressed the

nominated factors and provided a good range of specific illustration, including statistical, of the

contibutions of Singapore and Hong Kong. They then identified other factors from across the

timeframe which could be weighed against the nominated factors. It was important that they not

only provided specific evidence to support the points but that the relative significance was also

stressed.
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A focused and wide ranging response which

illustrates and explains the significance of the

nominated factors and identifies a good range of

other points both in terms of policy changes and

acquisitions. The relative importance of the points

is weighed up and a substantial judgement

reached. The response merits a clear Level 5.

This response emphasises very clearly the

importance of focussing on assessing the relative

significance of points.
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Question 8 

The question was answered by a significant minority of the candidates and there was address to

the nominated factor with explanation of how it was a key part of the process of moving away from

mercantilism and protectionism. Candidates then measured the significance of the nominated

factor against a range of other points, e.g. the impact of the measures against Slavery and the

decisions to develop new trading bases. Candidates were generally well informed but need to focus

on the relative significance of their selected points.
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An organised and clearly expressed response

which addresses the nominated factor and

explains its significance in the movement away

from mercantilist and protectionist policies. It

identifies examples of the benefits of Free Trade

and begins to discuss the question of the

establishment of entrepots with some illustration.

It also deals with the Slave Trade reforms and

explains their significance. There is the need for a

wider coverage of the timeframe to facilitate a

more substantial overall judgement but the

response merits a clear Level 4.
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Question 9 

This question was the least popular on Section C. The question was designed to promote an

informed discussion as to whether the developments in artillery transformed the British Army's

effectiveness from the end of the French Wars to the end of the First World War. Most candidates

were aware of the key role of artillery in the First World War and there was discussion of the

creeping barrage and other developments. Many candidates were also aware of the importance of

the developments most associated with Armstrong in the mid 19th century but few considered the

situation at the beginning of the period with focus on, for instance, the Congreve Rocket which is

cited in the specification. This meant that a significant number of candidates did not address the

issue of transformation in a substantial way and also could not access the higher levels on BP2.
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There is some effective development of the

significance of artillery in the First World War with

reference to the development of the creeping

barrage and the effectiveness shown in the later

campaigns with a specific reference to Vimy Ridge.

There are also references made to other

developments, e.g. fuse 106 and some weighing up

of the relative significance. The weakness of the

response is in the overall lack of range and depth.

The qualities referred to enabled it to reach low

Level 4.

It is vital for Section C that candidates are familiar

with all the points explicitly cited in the

specification. Failure to have secure knowledge will

compromise coverage of the timeframe.
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Question 10 

This was the most popular question on Section C. The majority of candidates had a sound

knowledge of the significance of the nominated factor and explained the points by explaining the

context. Most also considered the Cardwell reforms and McNeill-Tulloch with some also discussing

Childers. Consideration of these measures produced many well informed debates but with a range

that neglected large parts of the timeframe and led to lower levels for BP2. A significant minority

did consider the reforms of the Duke of York and discussed the significance of the continuing

influence of Wellington.
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A generally well supported analysis of the reforms

from the mid 19th century onwards. There is an

appreciation of the significance of these reforms

and contextual knowledge is deployed to illustrate

the points and provide context. There is some

weighing up of the relative significance of the

reforms to promote judgement. The lack of

coverage of the earlier part of the timeframe leads

to a lower assessment for BP2 but the overall

answer merits mid Level 4.

It is essential that all topics in the Breadth section

of the specification are covered across the

timeframe.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance in this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

Candidates should ensure that they deal with both enquiries

Candidates should not simply paraphrase; they should develop inferences supported by

evidence from the source and their contextual knowledge

Candidates should avoid stock evaluation

Candidates do not have to make a judgement on the relative value of the sources.

Sections B and C

Candidates should avoid narrative as it tends to undermine analysis

Planning of essays helps to develop focused analysis

Candidates should be aware of the basic chronology of the topics covered

Candidates must ensure that they are confident about all the points covered in the Breadth

section of the specification. This is essential to promote coverage of the timeframe in Section C

essays.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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