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Introduction
It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range with A Level

paper 2G which deals with the rise and fall of fascism in Italy, c1911-46 (2G.1), and Spain, 1930-78,

republicanism, Francoism and the re-establishment of democracy (2G.2).

The paper is divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which is based on

two linked sources. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B comprises a

choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by targeting five second

order concepts - cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity and difference, and

significance. Candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and there was little evidence of

candidates being unable to attempt both answers within the time allocated. Examiners continue to

note this year that a number of scripts posed some problems with the legibility of hand writing.

Examiners can only give credit for what they can read.

In Section A, the strongest answers were able to develop reasoned and supported inferences based

on the sources and to evaluate the sources thoroughly in relation to the demands of the enquiry on

the basis of both the contextual knowledge displayed and an awareness of the nature, origin and

purpose of the source. It is important, as was stated last summer, that candidates should be clear

that weight is not likely to be established by a discussion of what is missing from a source. If the

author of the source has omitted something intentionally in order to modify meaning or distort the

message of the source, then it will be relevant to discuss that omission in reaching a conclusion

regarding the use that a historian might make of the sources. However, comments on all the things

that the sources might have contained, but failed to do so is unlikely to contribute to establishing

weight. This approach was still evident this summer, although less so than last summer. The

question requires candidates to use the sources ‘together’ and it was pleasing to see that the

majority of candidates continue to be aware of this requirement. It can be achieved using a variety

of different approaches.

In section B it was clear that most candidates had a secure knowledge base, but this was not always

effectively used to address the specific focus of the questions posed. Stronger answers clearly

understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order concept that was being

targeted by the question, although weaker candidates continued this summer to often engage in a

main factor/other factors approach, even where this did not necessarily address the demands of

the conceptual focus. Last summer candidates were advised to ensure that there was both an

argument and a counter argument in their responses; it is pleasing to note that there was less

evidence this summer of a lack of counter arguments. Candidates need to be aware of the

chronological parameters of questions and to ensure that they write across the chronology, not

merely using the start and end dates as bookends with little consideration of the events between.

Not all candidates have a secure understanding of what is meant by 'criteria' in terms of bullet

point 3 of the mark scheme. Some candidates explicitly state in the introduction to the essay that

they are naming the criteria that they plan to use, when in actual fact they are referring to the

issues or the factors that will be discussed in the response. 'Criteria' in bullet point 3 of the mark

scheme refers to the basis on which candidates reach their judgement, not the issues that are

discussed in the process of reaching that judgement.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1 

This question enjoyed the full range of responses with the majority of candidates in level 3 and low

level four although there were some extremely good answers which fully utilised the sources

establishing valid criteria to reach a judgement based on weighing the evidence. The most effective

responses made good use of the source material to explore the inferences that could be drawn

from Source 1 regarding the importance of territorial gain as a motivating factor for joining the

Triple Entente and the claims made in Source 2 regarding indignation against Austrian aggression

and the possibility of using the war to unite the Italian nation. The best answers made good use of

contextual knowledge to interrogate the inferences and claims made as part of the evaluation of

the sources. However, some candidates wrote at length about events in the war which was not

relevant to the question, and some candidates still complain about what is missing from the

sources rather than focusing on what is there. There was some good evaluation considering the

different nature of the sources and hence the differing messages they propounded.
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This is a level 4 response. The sources are used together from the

start. Inferences are reasoned and developed using contextual

knowledge. The response shows an awareness of the values and

concerns of the society from which the sources are drawn. There is an

attempt to establish the weight of the sources but it is not sufficiently

developed and explained for level 5.

Remember to use the sources to explore the claims being made by the

writer and to consider how valid they are.
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Question 2 

There were some effective answers to this question well answered with some useful source

analysis and focused evaluation. Many candidates were able to make reasoned inferences and the

general level of contextual knowledge was good. The main difficulty was that some candidates who

used their own knowledge to answer the question with limited reference to the sources.

Candidates do need to remember that contextual knowledge should be used to interrogate the

sources and the inferences that can be drawn from them; there is limited reward for free standing

knowledge. Many candidates used the sources together effectively to consider control across the

period and the significance of the Catholic Church in the maintenance of control was developed in

many answers. It was, however, surprising how many candidates did not pick up on the content of

Source 4 which implied a lack of control over various forms of media.
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This is a level 4 response. It develops reasoned inferences and uses

contextual knowledge to explore them. The evaluation does show

weaknesses in places. Responses that begin with evaluation tend to be

more generic as they have not yet explored the content of the sources.

The response also uses absent knowledge as a means of evaluation

but as this is the result of events taking place later it lacks validity as

an argument.

Remember that you are evaluating the source material, not the writer

of the source. A source can be of great value for the opinions that it

holds even if they are highly subjective.
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Question 3 

This was the most popular essay question answered on the paper. It was generally well answered,

with most candidates demonstrating useful knowledge of both methods of indoctrination and the

continued use of terror. Although there were some descriptive answers that focused on methods of

propaganda, most candidates retained focus on the question. Lower achieving answers tended to

focus on the period before 1925 and so provide limited relevant knowledge and some merely

described any policy implemented by Mussolini without consideration of indoctrination. The best

responses went beyond discussing methods of indoctrination and investigated their impact

including the participation in the ONB and the numbers that evaded involvement, especially in the

south, and discussed the fact that whilst Mussolini was personally popular, there was little evidence

of real indoctrination into fascist values. These answers explored the use of terror effectively going

beyond policy to look at impact and so were able to reach supported conclusions based upon

criteria established throughout the answer. Some candidates were weaker on exploring the use of

terror, and there was evidence that some ran out of time because they spent a disproportionate

amount of time on indoctrination.
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This is a level 5 response. It begins by drawing out the key issues and

develops them through the answer by a sustained analysis. It makes a

clear distinction between the success in support from Mussolini

compared to indoctrination into fascist values.

This question focuses on consequence. To address it, you need to look

at impact.
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Question 4 

This question was much less popular. There were a number of very good answers which compared

aspects of the governments of the south and the Salò republic, including the nature of the

leadership, the armed forces and the involvement of outside/occupying powers, for similarity and

difference thus demonstrating level 5 in at least bullet points 1 and 2. There were also some weaker

answers which were not well informed or dealt with the two governments separately and hence did

not carry out an effective comparison.
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This is a level 5 response. It considers the nature of government,

economic status and the different ideologies in the north and south. It

is fully focused on the second order concept of similarity and

difference.

In similarity and difference questions, a brief plan helps you to focus

on the second order concept.
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Question 5 

This was the most popular essay question on Option 2G.2. Most answers were well informed on

development in Spain during this period and were able to develop relevant knowledge of political

and social developments. Weaker responses tended to focus on the narrative with limited links to

‘significance’, whilst the most effective responses examined political changes and continuities and

social developments and established valid criteria for reaching judgements about significance.
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This is a level 5 response. It is underpinned by depth of contextual

knowledge which covers both political change and social

developments. It discusses the issues and reaches a supported

judgment based on established criteria.

This question focuses on significance. To address it effectively, you

need to establish criteria for judgement.
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Question 6 

There were fewer responses to this question. Although some were well informed and could

contrast the importance of the Law of Leadership Succession with other valid reasons such as

support for Juan Carlos by reformers, the media campaign led by Adolfo Suarez and American

support, other candidates had little to offer and this limited their achievement in this part of the

paper.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

Candidates should go beyond paraphrasing the content of the sources to draw out reasoned and

developed inferences

Candidates should move beyond stereotypical approaches to the nature/purpose and authorship

of the source by, e.g. looking at and explaining the specific stance and/or purpose of the writer

Contextual knowledge should not be used to list all the information that is missing from the

sources, unless omission was the aim of the author

Contextual knowledge should be linked to the material provided in the source

Candidates should make use of the sources together at some point in the answer.

Section B

Spending a few minutes planning helps to ensure the second order concept is correctly

identified; candidates need to be aware that not all questions demand a factor/other factors

approach

Candidates must provide more precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker responses

lacked depth and sometimes range

Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis that is

required for the higher levels

Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they can

address the questions with chronological precision

Candidates should try to explore the links between issues rather than merely present a list of

factors.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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