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Introduction
It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range with A Level

paper 2F which deals with India, c 1914-48: the road to independence (2F.1) and South Africa,

1948-94: from apartheid state to ‘rainbow nation’ (2F.2).

The paper is divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which is based on

two linked sources. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B comprises a

choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth by targeting five second order

concepts - cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity and difference, and significance

(AO1). Candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and there was little evidence of

candidates being unable to attempt both answers within the time allocated. Examiners continue to

note this year that a number of scripts posed some problems with the legibility of handwriting.

Examiners can only give credit for what they can read.

In Section A, the strongest answers were able to develop reasoned and supported inferences based

on the sources and to evaluate the sources thoroughly in relation to the demands of the enquiry on

the basis of both the contextual knowledge displayed and an awareness of the nature, origin and

purpose of the source. It is important, as was stated last summer, that candidates should be clear

that weight is not likely to be established by a discussion of what is missing from a source. If the

author of the source has omitted something intentionally in order to modify meaning or distort the

message of the source, then it will be relevant to discuss that omission in reaching a conclusion

regarding the use that a historian might make of the sources. However, comments on all the things

that the sources might have contained, but failed to do so, is unlikely to contribute to establishing

weight. This approach was still evident this summer, although less so than last summer. The

question requires candidates to use the sources ‘together’ and it was pleasing to see that the

majority of candidates continue to be aware of this requirement. It can be achieved using a variety

of different approaches.

In section B it was clear that most candidates had a secure knowledge base, but this was not always

effectively used to address the specific focus of the questions posed. Stronger answers clearly

understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order concept that was being

targeted by the question, although weaker candidates continued this summer to often engage in a

main factor/other factors approach, even where this did not necessarily address the demands of

the conceptual focus. Last summer candidates were advised to ensure that there was both an

argument and a counter-argument in their responses; it is pleasing to note that there was less

evidence this summer of a lack of counter-arguments. Candidates need to be aware of the

chronological parameters of questions and to ensure that they write across the chronology, not

merely using the start and end dates as bookends with little consideration of the events between.

Not all candidates have a secure understanding of what is meant by 'criteria' in terms of bullet

point 3 of the mark scheme. Some candidates explicitly state in the introduction to the essay that

they are naming the criteria that they plan to use, when in actual fact they are referring to the

issues or the factors that will be discussed in the response. 'Criteria' in bullet point 3 of the mark

scheme refers to the basis on which candidates reach their judgement, not the issues that are

discussed in the process of reaching that judgement.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1 

The source material was generally well-understood. Candidates were able to approach the sources

in a range of different ways to arrive at well-argued and considered responses. In the stronger

responses candidates had developed reasoned inferences with confidence and were able to

develop and support these whilst commenting on the provenance of the source. Weaker responses

often tended not to see that the focus of the question was the problems faced by the Second

Round Table Conference. Candidates do need to consider the provenance of the sources carefully

as they give useful prompts. Whilst most candidates were able to use the provenance of both

sources, a minority wrote as if Attlee were the Prime Minister at the time of his speech. A number

of responses contained introductions that dealt with contextual knowledge that was not related to

the material in the source, e.g. a discussion of other Round Table Conferences. Bullet point 2 of the

mark scheme makes clear the ways in which contextual knowledge should be used in this

response.
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This is an example of a level 5 response. The

candidate has a secure focus throughout on

problems and has interrogated the sources to

reach well developed inferences which are

supported and then tested by reference to

contextual knowledge. There is clear evidence of

the sources being used together.
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Question 2 

Most responses to this question had a secure understanding of the sources and their content,

although Source 3 tended often to be better handled than Source 4, despite the fact that a

significant minority of candidates appeared to believe that the Rand Daily Mail was a British

newspaper. This demonstrates the importance of a careful reading of the provenance by

candidates in order to ensure that the prompts they provide are fully utilised. Whilst the best

responses developed reasoned inferences with confidence, weaker responses would have

benefited from a greater level of development when considering the inferences that they raised. A

number of responses contained introductions that dealt with contextual knowledge that was not

directly related to the material in the source, e.g. detailed biographies of the life of Steve Biko, on

occasion linked to detail from the film Cry Freedom. Bullet point 2 of the mark scheme makes clear

the ways in which contextual knowledge should be used in this response.
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Overall this response is on the level 4/5 margins.

The candidate has identified a number of

inferences that have been supported and

developed and linked to contextual knowledge at

times. It is slightly less secure in its evaluation of

the sources.
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Question 3 

This was slightly the more popular question in Section B for 2F.1. Many responses covered a range

of relevant material to analyse the differing methods of control employed by the British in India.

Even where responses were less strong, range was still often a feature, and this implies that

candidates had a wide range of material from which to draw. Candidates at the higher end linked

the methods used by the British and discussed the relative importance of different methods.

Weaker responses often struggled to define repression, which consequently impacted on their

ability to reach clearly reasoned conclusions. Such answers also had a tendency to describe the

actions of Gandhi without necessarily thinking about their relevance to the question focus. A

number of responses failed to consider the full chronological range of the question.
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This response achieves level 5. The candidate

ranges across the period, identifying a range of

relevant issues that are discussed. Judgements are

made through the answer in order to reach

reasoned conclusions.
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Question 4 

This was slightly the less popular question in Section B for 2F.1. There were some very impressive

answers seen in response to this question that dealt in a fully analytical way with the focus of

partition and supported the analysis with detailed and specific contextual knowledge. Weaker

candidates often found it difficult to distinguish between partition and independence and thus did

not always securely address the focus of the question as set. However, even in such responses

there was generally some material and argument that did have some relevance to the question.

Some candidates did not have a secure understanding of what communal violence was which

limited their ability to develop the analysis fully.
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This is a level 5 response that demonstrates a

secure understanding of a range of issues that are

relevant in reaching a reasoned judgement that

relates clearly to the focus of the question.
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Question 5 

This was the more popular question in Section B for 2F.2. Most candidates had a secure

understanding of the demands of the question and stronger answers developed an analytical

approach that was well supported with specific and detailed contextual knowledge. The more

successful candidates were able to identify the splits and lack of consistency amongst anti-

apartheid groups and their approach in opposing apartheid laws and linked this to the question

focus. Some candidates perceived opposition to mean specifically party political opposition rather

than anti-apartheid groups. This was relevant and was credited. Some candidates failed to consider

the counter-arguments which limited the analysis.
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This is a level 4 response. The candidate clearly

understands the focus of the question and

discusses both the stated factor and other factors

within the answer, although there could be greater

range in what has been discussed.
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Question 6 

This was the less popular question in Section B for 2F.2. Better responses had a secure

understanding of the question focus and were able to develop their analysis of the extent of the

failure of Botha’s reforms of the apartheid system appropriately with detailed and specific

supporting evidence. Whilst most candidates had some understanding of Botha’s reforms, in

weaker answers this tended at times to be rather generalised and lacking in specific supporting

detail.
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This response achieved level 4/5 margins. The

answer tries to establish some basis against which

Botha’s reforms can be judged to be either a

success or a failure. There is some well-developed

argument within the response, although on

occasions there is some repetition.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

Candidates should go beyond paraphrasing the content of the sources to draw out reasoned and

developed inferences

Candidates should move beyond stereotypical approaches to the nature/purpose and authorship

of the source by, e.g., looking at and explaining the specific stance and/or purpose of the writer

Contextual knowledge should not be used to list all the information that is missing from the

sources, unless omission was the aim of the author

Contextual knowledge should be linked to the material provided in the source

Candidates should make use of the sources together at some point in the answer.

Section B

Spending a few minutes planning helps to ensure the second order concept is correctly

identified; candidates need to be aware that not all questions demand a factor/other factors

approach

Candidates must provide more precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker responses

lacked depth and sometimes range

Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis that is

required for the higher levels

Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they can

address the questions with chronological precision

Candidates should try to explore the links between issues rather than merely present a list of

factors.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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