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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range with the A Level
paper 2E which deals with Mao's China, 1949-76 (2E.1) and The German Democratic Republic,
1949-90 (2E.2).

The paper is divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which is based on
two linked sources. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B comprises a
choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by targeting five second
order concepts - cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity and difference, and
significance. Candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and there was little evidence of
candidates being unable to attempt both answers within the time allocated. Examiners continue to
note this year that a number of scripts posed some problems with the legibility of handwriting.
Examiners can only give credit for what they can read.

In Section A, the strongest answers were able to develop reasoned and supported inferences based
on the sources and to evaluate the sources thoroughly in relation to the demands of the enquiry on
the basis of both the contextual knowledge displayed and an awareness of the nature, origin and
purpose of the source. It is important, as was stated last summer, that candidates should be clear
that weight is not likely to be established by a discussion of what is missing from a source. If the
author of the source has omitted something intentionally in order to modify meaning or distort the
message of the source, then it will be relevant to discuss that omission in reaching a conclusion
regarding the use that a historian might make of the sources. However, comments on all the things
that the sources might have contained, but failed to do so, is unlikely to contribute to establishing
weight. This approach was still evident this summer, although less so than last summer. The
question requires candidates to use the sources ‘together’ and it was pleasing to see that the
majority of candidates continue to be aware of this requirement. It can be achieved using a variety
of different approaches.

In section B it was clear that most candidates had a secure knowledge base, but this was not always
effectively used to address the specific focus of the questions posed. Stronger answers clearly
understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order concept that was being
targeted by the question, although weaker candidates continued this summer to often engage in a
main factor/other factors approach, even where this did not necessarily address the demands of
the conceptual focus. Last summer candidates were advised to ensure that there was both an
argument and a counter argument in their responses; it is pleasing to note that there was less
evidence this summer of a lack of counter arguments. Candidates need to be aware of the
chronological parameters of questions and to ensure that they write across the chronology, not
merely using the start and end dates as bookends with little consideration of the events between.
Not all candidates have a secure understanding of what is meant by 'criteria’ in terms of bullet
point 3 of the mark scheme. Some candidates explicitly state in the introduction to the essay that
they are naming the criteria that they plan to use, when in actual fact they are referring to the
issues or the factors that will be discussed in the response. 'Criteria’ in bullet point 3 of the mark
scheme refers to the basis on which candidates reach their judgement, not the issues that are
discussed in the process of reaching that judgement.
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Question 1

Responses to this question came from across the ability range. Stronger answers were able to
identify from both sources that the Cultural Revolution had a number of different effects on
education in China, for example a greater stress on practical rather than academic work and a
change in emphasis when deciding university entrance qualifications. They were also able to
develop inferences with a depth of knowledge specific to the period from which the two sources
were taken, concerning the effects of the ‘Up to the Mountains, Down to the Villages' campaign
most especially. With reference to weight, the better answers identified that both sources were
broadly supportive of the changes and were able to consider the reasons why this might be taking
into account, for example that the author of Source 2 appeared to benefit from them. Comments
on Source 1 often centred on the purpose of the booklet in the wake of the turmoil of the Cultural
Revolution.

Weaker answers tended not to engage fully with the content of the sources, a problem caused by
rushed reading perhaps but one which hindered candidates’ ability to engage with the enquiry.
Many wrote extensively about the nature, origin and purpose of the sources often along
stereotypical lines without attempting to apply this to the content of the sources in coming to a
judgement on their weight. It was less noticeable this year how many candidates appeared not to
have read the information about the sources in the preamble to them however.
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This answer interrogates the evidence of both
sources with confidence making a series of
reasoned inferences. Knowledge is deployed to
discuss the limitations of what can be gained from
the content of the sources and evaluation takes
into account the weight the evidence will bear as
part of coming to a judgement. It was given a top
L5 mark.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Make sure to use fully the content of both sources
in your answer, to develop inferences from these
and support them with evidence from the source
material and your own knowledge.
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Question 2

In this question the better answers clearly identified the ways in which the GDR extended control
over young people suggested by the sources. A close reading of Source 3 indicated that
indoctrination was a purpose of the FDJ despite the surface attractions of sport or music while
Source 4 clearly pointed out the penalties risked for not joining. Contextual knowledge was often
added to expand on these methods and to consider just how effective they were by discussing
Source 4's assertion that few among the young were committed communists. When considering the
weight of the evidence, many pointed out the reasons for the positivity of the FDJ's Statute in the
context of the GDR's need to control and retain its younger people during the late 1950s while also
assessing the degree to which the author of Source 4 was a reliable witness for the enquiry.

Weaker answers tended not to engage fully with the content of the sources, a problem caused by
rushed reading perhaps but one which hindered candidates’ ability to engage with the enquiry.
Many wrote extensively about the nature, origin and purpose of the sources often along
stereotypical lines without attempting to apply this to the content of the sources in coming to a
judgement.
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This answer makes some inferences from the two
sources and supports these with some knowledge,
though this is sometimes not directly related to the
enquiry. It also notes some relevant considerations
with regard to the utility of the sources when
attempting to evaluate their weight but does not
really apply them in coming to a judgement. Lastly,
the sources are barely used together. It was given
a top L3 mark.
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<A\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Make sure the knowledge you use in your answer
is applicable to the sources as well as to the
enquiry. Use what you know to support inferences
and to illuminate and/or discuss the limitations of
what can be gained from the content of the
sources.




Question 3

The better-performing candidates in this question had considerable knowledge of means by which
the CCP consolidated its control of China in the early 1950s. When considering its degree of popular
support, many referenced the land reforms, the successes of the first Five-Year Plan and the degree
to which the Korean War demonstrated the competence of Mao’s regime in comparison with the
rule of the GMD. Such evidence was balanced by the intimidation used during the ‘Antis’ campaigns
and use of the PLA in areas such as Xinjiang. The best answers were able to note, for example, that
intimidation was used particularly against groups likely to be resistant to the regime or that it
intensified as the initial promises of the CCP soured in coming to a judgement.

Less strong answers tended to describe rather than analyse some of the ways in which the CCP
attracted support or its methods of intimidation. Many answers lacked range and depth of
knowledge, and some strayed outside the years specified in the question to consider the Cultural
Revolution for example.

GCE History 9HIO 2E

19



) AMM Ao - 30 Heere w00
....... m.}..u_)n mwu-\:frr ~<...Loeese.

‘?m-\a.b ulh.rm.&%% 2800k M. E{W
oo QRocs. Of. Rl The . poukalisy oand. mh.m,.g,

Y. OOMIDINE. BN Aoorced. 20 WM‘&?"‘“
S Qaecade Of Rerror. SO ARadk. Beak

.Q)osg{m Wmm "Em M Mﬂ\aq.gk

..... Sogeet.from. Koo (€O corse. (o Howie.
EAVS S A T-CR I U = Fl ¢ WB w U,V = N LY COMBIN (W IR
o Soual besaib . Suakem L!J-hom)&hd .............
....... ’cg,km_emmh 0% en.. C(:.d{\..l.ﬂr o V8 N /s WA
e Moo fack M B IUS T VANEUC S 0 oS
....... afcoxd... ko Neow oA Qoi Ay than
GeRVve . Supest. .. “'(memm ........... Oy KB Sag

Soeodextent Qo Cnr\.asa&&o.hch

20 GCE History 9HIO 2E



o Mea  COO. (er endiey  Confluas. (ke
...... e Q.&PM’:QMM\ U{L&Q
............ @%M sﬁe..m:, O xS o

........ .uar ’_m &%—0\ ,xgm, solAoX

QQ..&}-Q.) ANIere w.u% ..................
________ e ok ko )6k o casse Lo prodiesion,.

................. Moo '3 toosenad . c}.@ Um&\a_q

.................... A DS,

GCE History 9HIO 2E 21



bow\ e Woreon e ended 1933,

\{\a;una..l, e UNC SR W\ ¥ &' momk ;;Nab,&%a_ ......................
Q!m.t\n_w_ SRR ﬂ:to.ul 0. Rnane PONERPOMDANS..

I m.\;aaqu.mk\z@ SGRAIOINS. O &da)
BPN AL c{, TSbQQmL—. ............ . Nos “Q‘”’“ﬁ Masewes,

W er&mx Tmcr &quam: .......................
......... ;:Q.;A:U mMmm OO dosmad

@Q@&_ﬁm e qum RO LIN Ve < S CESN
ay &y jodbfed o Cra Masce O okona)
YN o O Y e R 8y o:@o_d

J:&.Hc:s' x—e.r\rm\r:? t:’V\t ml‘ O_.ch&w E‘-L.Qb:r .........

22  GCE History 9HIO 2E



o 2ol S0 ay. men od By
%OJ*N‘DM ............... m ..... DR .@-r S0

MWMW ........ M”EM% ...... ..............
Bes . Skaxo o Satroan . mmm ....... ..........

GCE History 9HIO 2E 23



24

wm e M Awouy. TROARNed . O o

e = W @n,a TLJCE AR iINLY »
M.Q-\.M e usa._»re:u\ M ......... SN Y r‘g‘q

?..a.aeh BQQQMA I<5-Q

M ................................................. M ..............
-

GCE History 9HIO 2E



......... wﬂs..r\% QJ\.\ua'e.c& Qo M NoCas.. .
............. Mwwwmw D

..................................................... skwq_ )nQJfrf' %—a&
....................... wervoioe d o NMacosdeank e Qe
e ARG e “:’.SM. QLJ:\ e 10&39)

o Tk, @%% o
’? LA
NNCRY c’&b:glw

GCE History 9HIO 2E 25



m\n.mj AOIOS O ConfAekes L6
x.x.m'c_e,f( ..... o udadn_endured BE NN

26 GCE History 9HIO 2E



N\

y
_—

< / ResultsPlus

| /< Examiner Comments

This answer fully satisfies the criteria for a top L5
mark. Key issues relevant to the question are
explored by a sustained analysis of the
relationships between key features of the period.
Sufficient knowledge is deployed and criteria for
judgement are applied fully as part of coming to a
judgement.

AN

&

\ ResultsPlus
) Examiner Tip

Top answers demonstrate an understanding of the
interaction between key features relevant to the
question and apply this in coming to a reasoned
and nuanced judgement.
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Question 4

There were many good answers to this question which concentrated candidates' attention, in some
detail, on the successes or otherwise of the reforms of Liu Shaoqgi and Deng Xiaoping in the years
1962-65. These were able to use their knowledge to consider the ways in which Mao’s policies,
especially the Great Leap Forward, were adjusted or reversed during the Third Five-Year Plan and
just how effective these reforms were in tackling the problems of the Chinese economy. Many
contended that the relaxation of communist ideals incentivised the peasantry and industrial
workers and showed real promise in the increased rates of economic growth achieved but also how
problems were too deep-rooted to be solved in the brief period before Mao re-asserted control.

Weaker candidates read the question as an invitation to recount the economic history of the 1950s,

pointing out the problems caused but giving little attention to the economic policies of Liu and
Deng. If discussed at all, these were often very one-sided in their consideration of the issues.
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N (ResuitsPlus
ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

The major weakness of this essay is that it barely
engages with the focus of the question, spending
considerable effort describing the problems
created by the economic policies of the 1950s.
Only latterly does it engage with the reforms of Liu
and Deng and even then, the answer lacks depth
and balance. It was given a mid L3 mark.

4

&34\ ResultsPlus
\

) Examiner Tip

Take time to read the question so that you
understand fully its focus and demands. A brief
plan can help you remain relevant to the question
throughout your essay.




Question 5

The best answers to this question were able to evidence in some depth the different ways in which
East German leaders sought to project the GDR's national identity to the rest of the world in the
years before 1985. Such evidence was balanced by the GDR’s long-standing image as a satellite of
the USSR and its increasing financial dependence on the FRG. Some very good responses were also
able to consider the success of attempts to build an independent identity within the GDR by the use
of language and the media though questioning the degree of success achieved with evidence of
how many East Germans continuously envied the attractions of life in the West.

At the lower range of responses, while many knew of the GDR’s use of sport as a means of creating
an independent national identity, accuracy, range and/or depth of knowledge was lacking. Some
also struggled with the concept of identity even though this is clearly signposted in the
specification.

GCE History 9HIO 2E 35



2 LOAL..... Q;)u&m ...... AE LS. ONALNE... AL VUM 0D

DSIGOA AL BNADK... g ARANCT_ prul. 0. WTAPLIBAG. UM
MFQQMMM&&maﬂVj ........... CODNRANED. UM NS .
b SUCK ML SUCL2SS.. 4. 000, GDRYS. Segal AL LAenbh). Jrom........

mﬂa;smmﬂr!hmmpmm/wamm

MR, NSRS fzJu Biallo mﬁavm@ 0. LA .. M(@p.
0N Ol b L0008 AU, mmunmmomrgar neas diltna...
..... Qe GALCE. (RAR... SONSAX. = AL CADNGER.. LR IMAAL A ...
........ . AT A Y. OAGM. ACE N e8I 00 SNCLEMPA..

e

---------

The... @l mang.m g, A areun e ANd._ EIAANID. ..

;succe{tNme-y rwgnm ........ mm.u..wp.mm.L..g.
..... ALMAT AN, LN, NS, LNNECUGLE. .. COANGEN. 400, LADGLTAGE. ...

and.. DL nak.. sepe Dbeg.. L. a0k ot L0, Oae
ast, SUCh. 04, COONGAG.. PLOANCK. . PAAAS. . D0 LOR . FLOM ...
L PAGAL AR AL 5O A M 0, GO L 0 D

O CIROASSRT. S oed AN CY)  LeWER N 0. AN States 1o

36 GCE History 9HIO 2E



‘ - plonde
mmmmcmrmnmafummmwﬁma% ......
ALlear... sepalanem.. Qenaeen. WL pocds. Dlak wese fnd...

Cul
Mg,o_mu. ...... mm,nmw‘smgsmmmw .............

atlpact ko beHEs ¢Sl o sende. g unking. 0. LndLpend et
mmhnmaoﬂbpmumnm%m;mmm&mmw ............

kA s LSS MBSO GAK... 4. S QoA AN . 22

- Wended oo Spons .
SINANCCO . N LA PR oM. e 8GR0l b NS AR

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

LNk noua e, AL m@&wmap@wwmw ...............................

s OlUMPLES. 4. CAL SO ...
..... H.0MA.GA... 02 . BR L. UL DAL ML, 0L SLCCEHED ot LaDR

GCE History 9HIO 2E 37



WMWMMMW?’W&?&%MWQMQM”M
LU O (OB oo B

m‘{mﬁwww{,}am WA AWAREALCA 5 R clolias..amal..
LTOLS. ekt e O AL LONANALY... WS MWCLA.. G EOMA.
LGNk, 008 1910 A 00, ... SO MK R LS. ADEIRLL ...
...... MARCLAA mﬁwmmn&}nmma.whmwmmtumxg
AL e Q2LOAGNG,... 0ALE. BAL...... fRBPLL WCL A AN gl
2NN . The... (0R... herd. OO, AL JAT... OO, amd. ...................
T Cna0nelS. o well. 00 e oNdANG. Mdss. {wr DheACHEMACAL

..... HOAKR S, SO0 A2 CMALCLOEAN LS. AN S0, macmg DA AR GaDR.

....... hwmuu.waamgmmmmmmuw
U S 100 i SO . AL A QUNSIANG 6 Ty

Speares... RedkSonland.. Mmspmf ............. EONR.... 00 d.% ..... S X B—
........ Soperang

.Mmcmn m QDR dud...IACHAL.... (1,50, sdnengaen. 004 ..
H‘\ F (e (Ple

SENEL.... tg\)‘mdzma.en.m O o SHALR. . NS, LR .. G

bW e POPMW
mc.u-m"vl«kaé TG AR ™ oo g wed . T T

..... Gefa gwndmmwmﬂg%mwnhmmmakum
et WeSteln. TR s S ADSAL,. acce . DALt ...

38  GCE History 9HIO 2E



..... SMMMMﬁMMWQm%mmgM
pevAded. oy ne. Bead WM. By #re. GORYS sadh (dondibg........

...... Aol wmﬁmg*ommmmbmm&um\gmﬂ
e SAAROMAN R LY B0k 0 AT, 1 E. LANNCK.. bt SUCRLLIA...........

GCE History 9HIO 2E

39



....Pmmm .. mam.emmr :mujfmqnﬁm

..... AL S BN, LALLMV RLOONLNGL..... AL L O.GNANCD. .. Tiie
comamats DN e, fml.;d o

....... FRG..and.... mane L4 Yemsr.

e d L0 5.0 DS SO LS IAOER...... M&MWW sBALie e
- ANCCLAS . Lmb'j%m SANALINQYC.. LY. mq ....... 9. AMMLORLAN

....... LAk 32 e COKL QOO A0 FRU .. #0088 Ly A AoOLLOALE..
wﬂrﬁm&mm%&ﬂmMW ....... MeLke. nhen

mmmﬂia ..... frldl. MOLGDA....p ng .......... % I
....... Ko bdanco.. RaES IAMANS,... 1. Mt ...

....... 10, LANCIIAL . LU SAOLUME.... ALY Y. 1985 TAL QDR

40 GCE History 9HIO 2E



AR BN NPt Stote.. T, . GOR.. Ure Al Conktanty....

ounaenmaned. 6y-... e eI . e culhdamd..

AAAOUY.... &wmﬁwmﬂnﬂmemgmwme%
LDSApotie Goougnd.. e, #RU_and PR clelos cabary ..

</iz ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This answer achieved full marks for the sustained
analysis of key issues relevant to the question,
consideration of the relationships between these
issues, and the depth of knowledge applied
throughout. It comes to a considered and nuanced
judgement.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

A 'Study in Depth' requires detailed knowledge of
the Key Themes identified in the specification.
Make sure you add precise and detailed
knowledge to evidence your answer.
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Question 6

There were many very good answers to this question. These showed awareness of the complex
interaction of factors, both external and internal, which contributed to the fall of the GDR and were
able to fashion convincing arguments in coming to a judgement. Such answers were able to discuss
a range of ways in which external factors impacted on the GDR, for example Gorbachev's reforms in
the USSR and the manner in which they affected Eastern Europe as well as Kohl's response to the
fast-changing events of 1989-90. The long-standing economic problems of East Germany were
often cited as evidence of internal factors as were the mistakes of Honecker and his successors in
handling the escalating crisis.

Weaker responses had some knowledge of the course of events in the later 1980s but they lacked

range and/or depth, especially with regard to the GDR’s economic problems. Many also had some
difficulty in structuring their answers.
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Examiner Comments

This strength of this answer is in the range of
factors it deploys to answer the question, together
with a depth of knowledge which is confidently
handled. It is less secure in establishing criteria for
judgement and applying them fully in coming to a
judgement; nevertheless it was awarded a low L5
mark.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Make sure you take note of the dates in the
guestion and make sure you remain relevant to
them throughout your answer. Pay particular
attention to the key dates detailed for your option
in the specification.




Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
Section A

¢ Candidates should go beyond paraphrasing the content of the sources to draw out reasoned and
developed inferences

¢ Candidates should move beyond stereotypical approaches to the nature/purpose and authorship
of the source by, e.g. looking at and explaining the specific stance and/or purpose of the writer

¢ Contextual knowledge should not be used to list all the information that is missing from the
sources, unless omission was the aim of the author

¢ Contextual knowledge should be linked to the material provided in the source

* Candidates should make use of the sources together at some point in the answer.

Section B

* Spending a few minutes planning helps to ensure the second order concept is correctly
identified; candidates need to be aware that not all questions demand a factor/other factors

approach

¢ Candidates must provide more precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker responses
lacked depth and sometimes range

¢ Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis that is
required for the higher levels

* Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they can
address the questions with chronological precision

* Candidates should try to explore the links between issues rather than merely present a list of
factors.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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