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Introduction
It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range with the A Level

paper 2E which deals with Mao’s China, 1949-76 (2E.1) and The German Democratic Republic,

1949-90 (2E.2).

The paper is divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which is based on

two linked sources. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B comprises a

choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by targeting five second

order concepts - cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity and difference, and

significance. Candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and there was little evidence of

candidates being unable to attempt both answers within the time allocated. Examiners continue to

note this year that a number of scripts posed some problems with the legibility of handwriting.

Examiners can only give credit for what they can read.

In Section A, the strongest answers were able to develop reasoned and supported inferences based

on the sources and to evaluate the sources thoroughly in relation to the demands of the enquiry on

the basis of both the contextual knowledge displayed and an awareness of the nature, origin and

purpose of the source. It is important, as was stated last summer, that candidates should be clear

that weight is not likely to be established by a discussion of what is missing from a source. If the

author of the source has omitted something intentionally in order to modify meaning or distort the

message of the source, then it will be relevant to discuss that omission in reaching a conclusion

regarding the use that a historian might make of the sources. However, comments on all the things

that the sources might have contained, but failed to do so, is unlikely to contribute to establishing

weight. This approach was still evident this summer, although less so than last summer. The

question requires candidates to use the sources ‘together’ and it was pleasing to see that the

majority of candidates continue to be aware of this requirement. It can be achieved using a variety

of different approaches.

In section B it was clear that most candidates had a secure knowledge base, but this was not always

effectively used to address the specific focus of the questions posed. Stronger answers clearly

understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order concept that was being

targeted by the question, although weaker candidates continued this summer to often engage in a

main factor/other factors approach, even where this did not necessarily address the demands of

the conceptual focus. Last summer candidates were advised to ensure that there was both an

argument and a counter argument in their responses; it is pleasing to note that there was less

evidence this summer of a lack of counter arguments. Candidates need to be aware of the

chronological parameters of questions and to ensure that they write across the chronology, not

merely using the start and end dates as bookends with little consideration of the events between.

Not all candidates have a secure understanding of what is meant by 'criteria' in terms of bullet

point 3 of the mark scheme. Some candidates explicitly state in the introduction to the essay that

they are naming the criteria that they plan to use, when in actual fact they are referring to the

issues or the factors that will be discussed in the response. 'Criteria' in bullet point 3 of the mark

scheme refers to the basis on which candidates reach their judgement, not the issues that are

discussed in the process of reaching that judgement.
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Question 1 

Responses to this question came from across the ability range. Stronger answers were able to

identify from both sources that the Cultural Revolution had a number of different effects on

education in China, for example a greater stress on practical rather than academic work and a

change in emphasis when deciding university entrance qualifications. They were also able to

develop inferences with a depth of knowledge specific to the period from which the two sources

were taken, concerning the effects of the ‘Up to the Mountains, Down to the Villages’ campaign

most especially. With reference to weight, the better answers identified that both sources were

broadly supportive of the changes and were able to consider the reasons why this might be taking

into account, for example that the author of Source 2 appeared to benefit from them. Comments

on Source 1 often centred on the purpose of the booklet in the wake of the turmoil of the Cultural

Revolution.

Weaker answers tended not to engage fully with the content of the sources, a problem caused by

rushed reading perhaps but one which hindered candidates’ ability to engage with the enquiry.

Many wrote extensively about the nature, origin and purpose of the sources often along

stereotypical lines without attempting to apply this to the content of the sources in coming to a

judgement on their weight. It was less noticeable this year how many candidates appeared not to

have read the information about the sources in the preamble to them however.
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This answer interrogates the evidence of both

sources with confidence making a series of

reasoned inferences. Knowledge is deployed to

discuss the limitations of what can be gained from

the content of the sources and evaluation takes

into account the weight the evidence will bear as

part of coming to a judgement. It was given a top

L5 mark.

Make sure to use fully the content of both sources

in your answer, to develop inferences from these

and support them with evidence from the source

material and your own knowledge.
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Question 2 

In this question the better answers clearly identified the ways in which the GDR extended control

over young people suggested by the sources. A close reading of Source 3 indicated that

indoctrination was a purpose of the FDJ despite the surface attractions of sport or music while

Source 4 clearly pointed out the penalties risked for not joining. Contextual knowledge was often

added to expand on these methods and to consider just how effective they were by discussing

Source 4’s assertion that few among the young were committed communists. When considering the

weight of the evidence, many pointed out the reasons for the positivity of the FDJ’s Statute in the

context of the GDR’s need to control and retain its younger people during the late 1950s while also

assessing the degree to which the author of Source 4 was a reliable witness for the enquiry.

Weaker answers tended not to engage fully with the content of the sources, a problem caused by

rushed reading perhaps but one which hindered candidates’ ability to engage with the enquiry.

Many wrote extensively about the nature, origin and purpose of the sources often along

stereotypical lines without attempting to apply this to the content of the sources in coming to a

judgement.
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This answer makes some inferences from the two

sources and supports these with some knowledge,

though this is sometimes not directly related to the

enquiry. It also notes some relevant considerations

with regard to the utility of the sources when

attempting to evaluate their weight but does not

really apply them in coming to a judgement. Lastly,

the sources are barely used together. It was given

a top L3 mark.
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Make sure the knowledge you use in your answer

is applicable to the sources as well as to the

enquiry. Use what you know to support inferences

and to illuminate and/or discuss the limitations of

what can be gained from the content of the

sources.
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Question 3 

The better-performing candidates in this question had considerable knowledge of means by which

the CCP consolidated its control of China in the early 1950s. When considering its degree of popular

support, many referenced the land reforms, the successes of the first Five-Year Plan and the degree

to which the Korean War demonstrated the competence of Mao’s regime in comparison with the

rule of the GMD. Such evidence was balanced by the intimidation used during the ‘Antis’ campaigns

and use of the PLA in areas such as Xinjiang. The best answers were able to note, for example, that

intimidation was used particularly against groups likely to be resistant to the regime or that it

intensified as the initial promises of the CCP soured in coming to a judgement.

Less strong answers tended to describe rather than analyse some of the ways in which the CCP

attracted support or its methods of intimidation. Many answers lacked range and depth of

knowledge, and some strayed outside the years specified in the question to consider the Cultural

Revolution for example.
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This answer fully satisfies the criteria for a top L5

mark. Key issues relevant to the question are

explored by a sustained analysis of the

relationships between key features of the period.

Sufficient knowledge is deployed and criteria for

judgement are applied fully as part of coming to a

judgement.

Top answers demonstrate an understanding of the

interaction between key features relevant to the

question and apply this in coming to a reasoned

and nuanced judgement.
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Question 4 

There were many good answers to this question which concentrated candidates' attention, in some

detail, on the successes or otherwise of the reforms of Liu Shaoqi and Deng Xiaoping in the years

1962-65. These were able to use their knowledge to consider the ways in which Mao’s policies,

especially the Great Leap Forward, were adjusted or reversed during the Third Five-Year Plan and

just how effective these reforms were in tackling the problems of the Chinese economy. Many

contended that the relaxation of communist ideals incentivised the peasantry and industrial

workers and showed real promise in the increased rates of economic growth achieved but also how

problems were too deep-rooted to be solved in the brief period before Mao re-asserted control.

Weaker candidates read the question as an invitation to recount the economic history of the 1950s,

pointing out the problems caused but giving little attention to the economic policies of Liu and

Deng. If discussed at all, these were often very one-sided in their consideration of the issues.
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The major weakness of this essay is that it barely

engages with the focus of the question, spending

considerable effort describing the problems

created by the economic policies of the 1950s.

Only latterly does it engage with the reforms of Liu

and Deng and even then, the answer lacks depth

and balance. It was given a mid L3 mark.

Take time to read the question so that you

understand fully its focus and demands. A brief

plan can help you remain relevant to the question

throughout your essay.
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Question 5 

The best answers to this question were able to evidence in some depth the different ways in which

East German leaders sought to project the GDR’s national identity to the rest of the world in the

years before 1985. Such evidence was balanced by the GDR’s long-standing image as a satellite of

the USSR and its increasing financial dependence on the FRG. Some very good responses were also

able to consider the success of attempts to build an independent identity within the GDR by the use

of language and the media though questioning the degree of success achieved with evidence of

how many East Germans continuously envied the attractions of life in the West.

At the lower range of responses, while many knew of the GDR’s use of sport as a means of creating

an independent national identity, accuracy, range and/or depth of knowledge was lacking. Some

also struggled with the concept of identity even though this is clearly signposted in the

specification.
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This answer achieved full marks for the sustained

analysis of key issues relevant to the question,

consideration of the relationships between these

issues, and the depth of knowledge applied

throughout. It comes to a considered and nuanced

judgement.

A 'Study in Depth' requires detailed knowledge of

the Key Themes identified in the specification.

Make sure you add precise and detailed

knowledge to evidence your answer.
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Question 6 

There were many very good answers to this question. These showed awareness of the complex

interaction of factors, both external and internal, which contributed to the fall of the GDR and were

able to fashion convincing arguments in coming to a judgement. Such answers were able to discuss

a range of ways in which external factors impacted on the GDR, for example Gorbachev’s reforms in

the USSR and the manner in which they affected Eastern Europe as well as Kohl’s response to the

fast-changing events of 1989-90. The long-standing economic problems of East Germany were

often cited as evidence of internal factors as were the mistakes of Honecker and his successors in

handling the escalating crisis.

Weaker responses had some knowledge of the course of events in the later 1980s but they lacked

range and/or depth, especially with regard to the GDR’s economic problems. Many also had some

difficulty in structuring their answers.
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This strength of this answer is in the range of

factors it deploys to answer the question, together

with a depth of knowledge which is confidently

handled. It is less secure in establishing criteria for

judgement and applying them fully in coming to a

judgement; nevertheless it was awarded a low L5

mark.

Make sure you take note of the dates in the

question and make sure you remain relevant to

them throughout your answer. Pay particular

attention to the key dates detailed for your option

in the specification.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

Candidates should go beyond paraphrasing the content of the sources to draw out reasoned and

developed inferences

Candidates should move beyond stereotypical approaches to the nature/purpose and authorship

of the source by, e.g. looking at and explaining the specific stance and/or purpose of the writer

Contextual knowledge should not be used to list all the information that is missing from the

sources, unless omission was the aim of the author

Contextual knowledge should be linked to the material provided in the source

Candidates should make use of the sources together at some point in the answer.

Section B

Spending a few minutes planning helps to ensure the second order concept is correctly

identified; candidates need to be aware that not all questions demand a factor/other factors

approach

Candidates must provide more precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker responses

lacked depth and sometimes range

Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis that is

required for the higher levels

Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they can

address the questions with chronological precision

Candidates should try to explore the links between issues rather than merely present a list of

factors.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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