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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range with A Level
paper 2B which deals with Luther and the German Reformation, c 1515-55 (2B.1) and The Dutch
Revolt, c1563-1609 (2B.2).

The paper is divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which is based on
two linked sources. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B comprises a
choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by targeting five second
order concepts - cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity and difference, and
significance. Candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and there was little evidence of
candidates being unable to attempt both answers within the time allocated. Examiners continue to
note this year that a number of scripts posed some problems with the legibility of handwriting.
Examiners can only give credit for what they can read.

In Section A, the strongest answers were able to develop reasoned and supported inferences based
on the sources and to evaluate the sources thoroughly in relation to the demands of the enquiry on
the basis of both the contextual knowledge displayed and an awareness of the nature, origin and
purpose of the source. It is important, as was stated last summer, that candidates should be clear
that weight is not likely to be established by a discussion of what is missing from a source. If the
author of the source has omitted something intentionally in order to modify meaning or distort the
message of the source, then it will be relevant to discuss that omission in reaching a conclusion
regarding the use that a historian might make of the sources. However, comments on all the things
that the sources might have contained, but failed to do so, is unlikely to contribute to establishing
weight. This approach was still evident this summer, although less so than last summer. The
question requires candidates to use the sources ‘together’ and it was pleasing to see that the
majority of candidates continue to be aware of this requirement. It can be achieved using a variety
of different approaches.

In section B it was clear that most candidates had a secure knowledge base, but this was not always
effectively used to address the specific focus of the questions posed. Stronger answers clearly
understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order concept that was being
targeted by the question, although weaker candidates continued this summer to often engage in a
main factor/other factors approach, even where this did not necessarily address the demands of
the conceptual focus. Last summer candidates were advised to ensure that there was both an
argument and a counter argument in their responses; it is pleasing to note that there was less
evidence this summer of a lack of counter arguments. Candidates need to be aware of the
chronological parameters of questions and to ensure that they write across the chronology, not
merely using the start and end dates as bookends with little consideration of the events between.
Not all candidates have a secure understanding of what is meant by 'criteria’ in terms of bullet
point 3 of the mark scheme. Some candidates explicitly state in the introduction to the essay that
they are naming the criteria that they plan to use, when in actual fact they are referring to the
issues or the factors that will be discussed in the response. 'Criteria’ in bullet point 3 of the mark
scheme refers to the basis on which candidates reach their judgement, not the issues that are
discussed in the process of reaching that judgement.
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Question 1

Responses to this question came from across the ability range. Stronger answers were able to
identify from both sources that the German Reformation was caused by a combination of factors
which included discontent with the Catholic Church and financial and economic grievances. They
were also able to develop inferences with a depth of knowledge specific to the period from which
the two sources were taken, concerning the extent and depth of popular anti-clericalism, or the
impact of economic and social change on the peasantry especially. With reference to weight, the
better answers identified the likely audience for Source 1 and questioned the degree to which it
was valuable as evidence to the enquiry. Comments on Source 2 often centred on the author’s

opposition to this popular uprising.

Weaker answers tended not to engage fully with the content of the sources, a problem caused by
rushed reading perhaps but one which hindered candidates’ ability to engage with the enquiry.
Many wrote extensively about the nature, origin and purpose of the sources often along
stereotypical lines without attempting to apply this to the content of the sources in coming to a
judgement. It was less noticeable this year how many candidates appeared not to have read the
information about the sources in the preamble to them however.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer demonstrates a number of strengths.
It interrogates the evidence of both sources
making a number of reasoned inferences and
deploys knowledge of the historical context
relevant to the enquiry, on occasion to illuminate
the limitations of what can be gained from the
content. However, it is less convincing in its
attempts to evaluate the weight of the evidence to
the enquiry, therefore it was given a mid L4 mark.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Make sure to use fully the content of the sources in
your answer, to develop inferences from them and
support these with evidence from the sources and

your own knowledge.
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Question 2

In this question the better answers clearly identified the character flaws of Philip Il listed by the
Venetian ambassador. Many also argued that Source 4 should be read through a similar prism -
though it attempted to blame Philip’s ministers for the growing discontent in the Netherlands, it
was clearly an attack on Philip’s policies. Contextual knowledge was often added to expand on the
contrast between the attitude to the Netherlands between Philip and his father in Source 3 and the
precise political and religious reasons behind the Compromise in Source 4. When considering the
weight of the evidence, many discussed the position of Suriano as a witness in Source 3 and the
possibility of exaggeration in making a case for change in the petition in Source 4.

Weaker answers tended not to engage fully with the content of the sources, a problem caused by
rushed reading perhaps but one which hindered candidates’ ability to engage with the enquiry.
Many wrote extensively about the nature, origin and purpose of the sources often along
stereotypical lines without attempting to apply this to the content of the sources in coming to a
judgement. It was less noticeable this year how many candidates appeared not to have read the
information about the sources in the preamble to them, however some clearly were unaware of the
Compromise despite it being listed specifically in the specification.
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<N / ResultsPlus
?/\ Examiner Comments

This answer analyses the source material
effectively, making a number of reasoned
inferences and uses relevant contextual knowledge
both to support these inferences and to point out
the limitations of what can be gained from the
content. In evaluating the weight of the sources to
the enquiry, the answer establishes valid criteria
though these are not applied fully in coming to a
judgement. As a result, it was given a top Level 4
mark.

 ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Make sure that the knowledge that you include in
your answer is applicable to the sources as well as
to the enquiry. Use what you know to support the
evidence in the sources but also to illuminate the
limitations of what can be gained from their
content.




Question 3

The better-performing candidates in this question had considerable knowledge of Luther’s attitude
towards radicalism in this period as evidenced by his condemnation of Carlstadt, the Zwickau
Prophets, the Peasants’ Revolt and the Swiss reformers. They were also able to link this specifically
to the question of how this benefitted the development of Lutheranism. These were most
commonly how it attracted many of the princes and thereby ensured their support in resisting the
demands of the papacy and the role of the Emperor, but also how the challenge of some radicals
spurred Luther into defining further the doctrinal basis of Lutheranism. These answers were
balanced by a discussion of other factors relevant to the development of Lutheranism in the 1520s,
the roles of Charles V and Frederick the Wise being prominent, with the best being able to evidence
the complex interaction of events in coming to a judgement.

Less strong answers tended to describe rather than analyse Luther’'s condemnation of the
Peasants’ Revolt and/or to stray into reasons for the spread and survival of the Lutheranism both
before 1521 and after 1530. Many answers lacked range and depth of knowledge, and were unable
to link this specifically to the reasons for the development of Lutheranism as a faith separate to
Catholicism.

GCE History 9HIO 2B
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N/ (ResultsPlus
ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

This top Level 4 answer explores the issues
relevant to the focus of the question, paying
attention sufficiently to both the stated factor and
others. There is a sound range and depth to the
knowledge displayed and in coming to a
judgement Valid criteria are both identified and
applied.

4

&34\ ResultsPlus
\

) Examiner Tip

Higher level essays are often based upon brief
plans that help structure the answer. Take time
before writing to think clearly about the question
and your response to it - this will help keep your
argument consistent and your essay is also likely
to be clear throughout.

GCE History 9HI0O 2B 23



Question 4

This was the most popular question and there were many strong answers. These were able to use
excellent knowledge of the papacy’s failures throughout the period before assessing the
significance of this as a factor alongside, and in combination with, the actions of Charles V, many of
the German princes and a variety of others related to the survival of Lutheranism. Many contended
that the failures of the papacy (e.g. the reluctance to call a Council until it was too late, the failure of
the Consilium under Paul lll and the hard line taken at Trent) were less significant than the inability
of the Emperor to give his undivided attention to Germany until the 1540s. The obstruction of
princes like Frederick the Wise or Philip of Hesse was also popularly considered as was how the

popular spread of Lutheranism made it increasingly unlikely that Lutheranism could be eradicated
by the 1550s.

Weaker candidates knew little of the papacy’s failures in this time period, many of them detailing
events before 1521. Though they were able to discuss a number of other reasons for the survival of
Lutheranism, many answers did not range much further than the 1520s.
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< / ResultsPlus

| /< Examiner Comments

This answer demonstrates a sustained analysis of
the issues raised by the question, is based upon an
impressive depth of knowledge of the period and
in coming to a judgement; it considers the complex
interaction of factors at work in explaining the
survival of Lutheranism across the period. It was
given a top L5 mark.

AN

&

\ ResultsPlus
) Examiner Tip

Make sure you evidence fully the stated factor in
any question. Otherwise it may be judged that you
have not fully met its demands.
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Question 5

There were few responses to this question. The best answers were able to evidence in some depth
the different attempts of the Dutch rebels to harness foreign support for their cause in the years
defined by the question. Some very good responses were able to weave these together in coming
to a judgement, noting for example how Anjou’s role was critical to Orange’s support in the late
1570s in the wake of Parma’s successes but was divisive at the start and increasingly so as time
wore on due to his Catholicism and ambition. Others also discussed the intervention of Casimir and
his role in unifying the southern provinces against the rebels.

At the lower range of responses, there appeared to be little real knowledge of foreign intervention
in this period. Some candidates strayed into the support for the United Provinces given by England
and France in the late 1580s and 1590s while others ignored the focus of the question altogether to
write about the cause of the Dutch Revolt from its start.
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<ZZ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response makes some effort to consider the
impact of foreign intervention in the period
specified in the question, drawing on relevant
material to support its analysis. However, it is
largely one-sided and fails to consider the ways in
which this intervention may have strengthened the
cause of the rebels. As a result, it was awarded a
low L4 mark.
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<O\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

It is essential to pay close attention to the dates in
any question and to focus your answer on the
relevant period. Make particular note of the dates
detailed in the specification for your option.
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Question 6

This was by far the most popular question. The best answers were able to link their knowledge of
Dutch strengths and Spanish weaknesses directly to the reasons for the decision of both sides to
agree the Truce of Antwerp in 1609, concentrating perhaps on Maurice’s skills as a military
commander but noting also how many of his key victories came in the years before 1600 making an
outright victory unlikely by 1609 or on how Spain’s financial difficulties led directly to the stalling of
Spinola’s fightback in the years 1602-05. Other answers ranged more widely, dating back to the
1580s and before, charting the development of Dutch strengths or the genesis of Spanish
weaknesses. Many were able to note the complex interaction of factors in coming to a reasoned
judgement.

Weaker responses had some knowledge of the course of the Dutch Revolt in its later stages but
they lacked range and/or precision. These also had some difficulty in structuring their answers.
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Examiner Comments

This L3 response does address itself to the issues
raised by the question but the material used is not
always linked clearly to the Truce of Antwerp and
lacks some depth generally. Some of the points
raised would benefit greatly from a more detailed
explanation of how they are relevant. It does make
a judgement but this is weakly substantiated.
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A 'Study on Depth' requires detailed knowledge
relevant to the Key Themes identified in the
specification. Make sure you can evidence your
answer with precise and detailed examples.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
Section A

¢ Candidates should go beyond paraphrasing the content of the sources to draw out reasoned and
developed inferences

¢ Candidates should move beyond stereotypical approaches to the nature/purpose and authorship
of the source by, e.g. looking at and explaining the specific stance and/or purpose of the writer

¢ Contextual knowledge should not be used to list all the information that is missing from the
sources, unless omission was the aim of the author

¢ Contextual knowledge should be linked to the material provided in the source

* Candidates should make use of the sources together at some point in the answer.

Section B

* Spending a few minutes planning helps to ensure the second order concept is correctly
identified; candidates need to be aware that not all questions demand a factor/other factors

approach

¢ Candidates must provide more precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker responses
lacked depth and sometimes range

¢ Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis that is
required for the higher levels

* Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they can
address the questions with chronological precision

* Candidates should try to explore the links between issues rather than merely present a list of
factors.

GCE History 9HIO 2B 45



Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx

46  GCE History 9HIO 2B


http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx

GCE History 9HIO 2B 47



Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828
with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R ORL.


http://www.tcpdf.org



