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Introduction
It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range in this, the third

year of the reformed AS Level Paper 2G which covers the options: The rise and fall of fascism in

Italy, c1911-46 (2G.1), and Spain, 1030-78: republicanism, Francoism and the re-establishment of

democracy (2G.2). The paper is divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory two-part

question for the option studied, each part based on one source. It assesses source analysis and

evaluation skills (AO2). Section B comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the

period in depth (AO1) by targeting five second order concepts – cause, consequence,

change/continuity, similarity/difference and significance.

Generally speaking, candidates found Section A more challenging mainly because some of them

were still not clear on what was meant by ‘value’ and ‘weight’ in the context of source analysis and

evaluation. The detailed knowledge base required in Section A to add contextual material to

support/challenge points derived from the sources was also often absent. Having said this,

although a few responses were quite brief, there was little evidence on this paper of candidates

having insufficient time to answer questions from Sections A and B. The ability range was diverse,

but the design of the paper allowed all abilities to be catered for. Furthermore, in Section B, few

candidates produced wholly descriptive essays which were devoid of analysis and, for the most

part, responses were soundly structured. The most common weakness in Section B essays was a

lack of knowledge. It is important to  realise that Section A and Section B questions may be set from

any part of any Key Topic, and, as a result, full coverage of the specification is enormously

important.

The candidates’ performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1 

In part (a) candidates generally understood the question and were able to comprehend the source

and use it to comment on opposition to the invasion of Libya. There were some well-focused

responses that drew out inferences about the lack of preparedness for war by the Italian

government and military. Some candidates were confused about who the opposition were – some

thought that it referred to “the Turkish forces”. The best answers developed the inferences with

well-selected context to establish their validity. Candidates would do well to remember that

contextual knowledge does need to be used to explain and develop the inferences drawn from the

source and not just to provide free-standing knowledge. Too many candidates wrote extensively

about the war which had little relevance to the issues at its start. Some candidates were able to use

the attributes of the source effectively to develop their ideas about its value to the historians. Those

candidates who discussed the limitations could not be rewarded for that part of their answer as it is

not the focus of part (a) responses.

In part (b), candidates understood the source material and were able to select from it to address

the question. There were some effective answers that weighed up the strengths and limitations of

the source and used this as a basis to reach a judgement about the weight that should be attached

to the source for the enquiry. Some perceptive responses drew out inferences about the new

‘discipline’ that workers found and argued for a hidden purpose to the OND. There are a substantial

number of candidates who do not understand that ‘weight’ relates to reliability and use the term as

a substitute for value. This does impact on the quality of their argument. It was also clear that some

candidates did not have the contextual knowledge to explain inferences and assess the validity of

the claims made by Achille Starace and that undermined their answers.
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This is a Level 3 response with developed

inferences and evaluation. In this response

however, the contextual knowledge is used to

expand rather than develop the inferences.

Remember to use your contextual knowldge to

interrogate the source material and support valid

inferences.
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In part (b), the mark scheme covers Levels 1-4.

This is a Level 4 response. The source material is

analysed and the contextual knowledge is used to

discuss what can be gleaned from the source. The

evaluation has not been fully developed.
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Question 2 

In part (a), candidates were able to understand the source and the focus of the question on the

threats to Spain in the summer of 1936. The most effective responses developed inferences from

the source material and integrated the source with their knowledge of the situation in Spain to

argue for example that republicans were desperate for Azaña to intervene in the atmosphere of

impending civil war. Some candidates knew a great deal about the outbreak of the civil war but did

not link it to source material and this meant the answer could not access the higher levels in the

mark scheme. There are no AO1 marks available in Section A. Some candidates really engaged with

the attributes of the source to develop a secure evaluation of the utility of the source making

particular use of de la Mora’s republican credentials and her relatively impartial stance.

In part (b), there were some good responses to the question in which candidates made effective

use of the source and were able to develop valid reasons for attributing weight to it. However,

some candidates wandered from the focus of the task and developed lengthy answers from their

knowledge focused on the role of the International Brigades in the civil war. In discussing the

reliability of the source many candidates argued that as a recruiter for the International Brigades,

Paynter’s article should be treated with caution as republican propaganda. The most convincing of

these tested the claims in the source with their contextual knowledge to draw out the

exaggerations.
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In part (a) the mark scheme covers Levels 1-3.

This is a secure Level 3 response. It has a clear

focus on value and utilises both contextual

knowledge and the attributes in the caption to

develop criteria to reach a judgement.

In part (a) remember to focus on the value of the

source for the enquiry. You are not required to

consider limitations.
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In part (b) candidates are asked to establish the

weight of the source for the enquiry and should

consider both value and limitations to address the

question.

The answer to part (b) is a Level 4 response. A

number of valid inferences have been drawn out

and they are interrogated using context. There are

occasional slips in the analysis, e.g. in places, the

candidate uses the term weight when referring to

value.

Remember that weight is established by looking at

the validity of the claims in the source as well as

considering the reliability of the author.
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Question 3 

In option 2G.1 the most popular question was Question 3. In option 2G.2 the most popular

question was Question 6. Many candidates were able to produce analytical responses and

therefore achieved at least Level 3. Most candidates demonstrated some accurate and relevant

knowledge.

Most answers were clearly structured, with an introduction, a main body of several paragraphs and

a conclusion. Most candidates also avoided mixing up major points in a single paragraph. This

allowed them to develop clear arguments and develop a judgement. However, a noticeable

minority of candidates avoided judgement by concluding that all factors were equally important or

were rather non-committal in terms of success and failure.

Answers to Question 3 tended to be either very good, with assessment of the weakness of King

Victor Emmanuel III evaluated against other factors, or very thin on knowledge regarding the

weakness of the King, and then focusing on other reasons – usually based around the reasons why

the fascists increased in popularity. This was a less successful approach since it did not address the

question and such responses tended to be held in Level 3. Well-focused responses tended to

assess the responsibility of King Victor Emmanuel III against factors such as the weakness of the

Liberals, particularly Facta’s role in October 1922 or the role of Mussolini in using the threat of the

march on Rome, set against the rising popularity of the fascist movement. The best responses were

not only well informed but also concentrated on the conceptual focus of the question – causation.

These responses developed clear criteria for judging the responsibility of King Victor Emmanuel III

in Mussolini’s appointment.
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This is a Level 4 response. It has a focused

introduction and explores the issue with a range of

factors. Its conclusion is a summary rather than a

judgement.

This is a causation question. Remember that you

need to compare the importance of the given

reason to other reasons in order to reach a

judgement.
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Question 4 

There were only 24 responses to this question and many struggled with the focus of the question.

Candidates were often vague regarding what exactly an economic interest group was and as a

consequence some wrote about economic policy and others took it as an opportunity to write

generally about Mussolini’s domestic and foreign policy. Where candidates understood the

question and had appropriate own knowledge, they did achieve in Levels 3 and 4 with effectively

developed answers debating economic interest groups against other influences including the

conservatives, the ras and the military.
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Question 5 

A good number of candidates misinterpreted the question and treated it as a causation question by

looking at reasons for Mussolini’s fall; one reason being Italy’s military failures. In other cases, there

was a focus on the consequences of military failure but answers were sometimes rather vague and

there were a lot of sweeping generalisations. These responses struggled to achieve in the higher

levels of the mark scheme. Better responses had a secure focus on consequence and in addition to

Mussolini’s fall, they considered consequences from the following range: the impact of military

failure on the Italian economy, the Allied invasion and the establishment of the government in the

south, the Salò republic and Nazi influence in the north, the partisans’ war and the abdication of the

king and establishment of a republic. Candidates who debated the ‘main’ consequence accessed

Level 4.
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This is a Level 4 response. It is focused on the

consequences of Italy's military failure and covers

a range of consequences including the impact on

Mussolini, the social problems arising from the

military failure, the impact on the economy and

the impact on Italy's relationship with her German

ally. The knowledge is sufficient in range and

depth. The conclusion is a summary rather than a

final judgement.

This question focuses on consequence. To address

it, you need to look at impact.
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Question 6 

This was the most popular question in Option 2G.2. There were some well-focused responses that

debated the significance of the role of the Catholic Church in controlling the Spanish population in

the specified time period and supported ideas with relevant and sufficient knowledge. These

candidates considered a range of relevant alternatives including the leadership cult, the use of

terror and the influence of the Falange. Some very strong responses were able to see the implicit

role of the Church featuring in other factors. A number of candidates had limited focus on the

Church and their responses tended to be held in Level 3 as the focus of the question was not fully

addressed.
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This is a Level 4 response. It has a strong argument

that is sustained throughout the answer and is

underpinned by very secure knowledge.

This question focuses on significance. To address it

effectively, you need to establish criteria for

judgement.
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Question 7 

There were some very good responses to this question. Well-focused questions here examined a

range of Franco’s policies and related them to Spain’s exclusion, as well as considering whether, in

fact, Spain was not excluded – looking at its relationship with Nazi Germany during the Second

World War as well as its developing relationship with the USA in the post-war world. Some

candidates tended to regard this as a causes rather than consequences question and produced an

unbalanced answer that just looked at reasons for exclusion from the international community.
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This is a Level 4 response. The plan at the start of

the answer has assisted the candidate in achieving

a good focus on the question. It considers both

exclusion and evidence that Franco was not

completely excluded and reaches a supported

judgement.

A plan at the start of the answer helps to establish

and maintain focus.
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Question 8 

This was the least popular essay on 2G.2 with only 19 responses. There were some focused

answers looking at a range of different opponents to Franco as well as considering the economic

improvements that reduced opposition to Franco’s regime. The most effective responses focused

closely on the term ‘significant’ and were able to reach a supported judgement. In some cases

conclusions were more summary than judgement.
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This response has Level 4 qualities that place it in

that level. It has a good range of factors and

considers evidence both for and aganst the

proposition in the question. It does not fully

establish 'significance'.

This question focuses on significance. To address it

effectively, you need to establish criteria for

judgement.

48     GCE History 8HI0 2G



Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice: 

Section A

Value of Source Question (1(a)/2(a))

Candidates must be more prepared to make valid inferences rather than to paraphrase the

source

Be prepared to back up inferences by adding additional contextual knowledge from beyond the

source

Move beyond stereotypical approaches to the nature/purpose and authorship of the source e.g.

look at the specific stance and/or purpose of the writer

Avoid writing about the deficiencies of the source when assessing its value to the enquiry.

Weight of Source Question (1(b)/2(b))

Candidates should be prepared to assess the weight of the source for an enquiry by being aware

that the author is writing for a specific audience.

Be aware of the values and concerns of that audience.

In assessing weight, it is perfectly permissible to use contextual knowledge to support/challenge

statements and claims made in the source.

Try to distinguish between fact and opinion by using your contextual knowledge of the period

In coming to a judgement about the nature/purpose of the source, take account of the weight

you may be able to give to the author’s evidence in the light of his or her stance and/or purpose

In assessing weight, it is perfectly permissible to assess reliability by considering what has been

perhaps deliberately omitted from the source. However, simply stating that a source is limited

because it does not cover certain events or developments does not establish weight since no

source can be comprehensive.
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Section B

Essay questions

Candidates must provide more factual details as evidence. Weaker responses lacked depth and

sometimes range

Take a few minutes to plan your answer before you begin to write your response

Pick out three or four key themes and then provide an analysis of (for e.g.) the target significance

mentioned in the question, setting its importance against other themes rather than providing a

description of each

Pay more careful attention to key phrases in the question when analysing and use them

throughout the essay to prevent deviation from the central issues and concepts

Try to explore links between issues to make the structure flow more logically and the arguments

more integrated.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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