
Examiners’ Report

June 2018

GCE History 8HI0 2F



Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the UK’s largest awarding body. We provide a

wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and specific programmes

for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites at www.edexcel.com or 

www.btec.co.uk.

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at 

www.edexcel.com/contactus.

Giving you insight to inform next steps

ResultsPlus is Pearson’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your students’

exam results.

See students’ scores for every exam question.

Understand how your students’ performance compares with class and national averages.

Identify potential topics, skills and types of question where students may need to develop their

learning further.

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.

Your exams officer will be able to set up your ResultsPlus account in minutes via Edexcel Online.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere

Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim is to help everyone progress

in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds of people,

wherever they are in the world. We’ve been involved in education for over 150 years, and by

working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international reputation for our

commitment to high standards and raising achievement through innovation in education. Find out

more about how we can help you and your students at: www.pearson.com/uk.

June 2018

Publications Code 8HI0_2F_1806_ER

All the material in this publication is copyright

© Pearson Education Ltd 2018

2     GCE History 8HI0 2F

http://www.edexcel.com
http://www.btec.co.uk
http://www.edexcel.com/contactus
http://www.edexcel.com/resultsplus
http://www.pearson.com/uk


Introduction
It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range in this, the third

year of the reformed AS Level Paper 2F which covers the options India c1914-48 (2F.1) and South

Africa 1948-94 (2F.2). The paper is divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory two-

part question for the option studied, each part based on one source. It assesses source analysis

and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the

period in depth (AO1) by targeting five second order concepts – cause, consequence,

change/continuity, similarity/difference and significance.

Generally speaking, candidates found Section A more challenging mainly because some of them

were still not clear on what was meant by ‘value’ and ‘weight’ in the context of source analysis and

evaluation. The detailed knowledge base required in Section A to add contextual material to

support/challenge points derived from the sources was also often absent. Having said this,

although a few responses were quite brief, there was little evidence on this paper of candidates

having insufficient time to answer questions from Sections A and B. The ability range was diverse,

but the design of the paper allowed all abilities to be catered for. Furthermore, in Section B, few

candidates produced wholly descriptive essays which were devoid of analysis and, for the most

part, responses were soundly structured. The most common weakness in Section B essays was a

lack of knowledge. It is important to realise that Section A and Section B questions may be set from

any part of any Key Topic, and, as a result, full coverage of the specification is enormously

important.

The candidates’ performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1 

Question 1(a)

The vast majority of responses correctly dealt with the context of the source, using the events of

the 1940s and understanding the role and importance of Gandhi. Better responses tended to use

this to link to the question of value, but many responses chose to use this to focus on the

limitations of the source, although, as stated in previous reports, this does not achieve any credit in

this question.

Question 1(b)

Understanding of the source was generally secure. Stronger responses were able to analyse the

purpose behind the use of a telegram to communicate and how that related to Britain’s desire to

stay out of the picture. Most responses were able to set out an argument with valid assessments of

weight based on content and context. A minority of candidates misinterpreted the telegram as

being from Jinnah, thus influencing their efforts to explain the weight of the information.
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This Question 1(a) response is doing sufficient to

achieve in Level 2. The first paragraph

demonstrates some understanding of the source

material with some undeveloped inferences.

Contextual knowledge needs to be linked to the

source – and that is not the case beyond the first

paragraph.

Remember that this is a value question, so there is

no credit for commenting on why it is not valuable.
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This response to 1(b) accesses Level 3. The

candidate demonstrates some understanding of

the source material and shows some analysis.

There is an awareness of the need to evaluate the

source although some of the comments made are

based on questionable assumptions.
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Question 2 

Question 2(a)

The context of Soweto was generally well understood by candidates, although a significant minority

of responses focused on what happened at Soweto rather than the events leading to it. Candidates

were able to explain the message and purpose of the source. Most responses were able to make

use of the provenance to explain the importance of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission,

though few were able to move beyond simply naming it to explain why that would be useful for an

historian.

Question 2(b)

A majority of responses to this question were able to make use of the context and to use those

links to assign and challenge the weight in the source as well as to recognise various aspects of the

source that could be used. It was pleasing to see that very few responses relied on stereotypical

responses. There were a significant minority who attempted to discuss the enquiry rather than the

weight of the source for an enquiry.
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This is an impressive answer to 2(a), which

achieves Level 3. There is a sustained focus and

sufficient in all aspects to address the demands of

a part (a) question.
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In this Question 2(b) response there is some good

inference being drawn out, but it is not sustained

throughout. There is a lack of a counter argument

beyond commenting on what is missing. This is

therefore a secure Level 3 response.

Part (b) is worth more than part (a), so you should

allocate your time appropriately when writing.
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Question 3 

This was the most popular question by a significant amount in this section of the paper and was

generally well handled. Most candidates were able to focus on the impact of the Amritsar massacre

on Indian nationalism and then go on to assess other factors in depth. The most effective

responses were able to assess these factors in relation to one another and to the impact of

Amritsar. However, most candidates chose to focus on each factor individually with little

comparison made between them and then reach a conclusion that mirrored their introduction with

only limited development and explanation. A significant minority ended up discussing just the

Amritsar massacre in narrative terms.
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This response considers the impact of Amritsar

and other relevant factors and attempts to weigh

them. It is perhaps surprising that the impact of

the First World War has not been considered as an

alternative explanation, but there is sufficient

discussion in this response for the candidate to

achieve Level 3.
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Question 4 

The majority of candidates were well-informed about what was potentially relevant for this

question and where this was clearly deployed in relation to the question, some very strong answers

were seen. Almost all candidates were able to offer and use considerable detail regarding the

actions of Gandhi. However, a significant minority of candidates presented the material within a

narrative framework that listed key events; in some cases such answers failed to recognise that the

Salt March was clearly linked to civil disobedience, seeing it instead as a different factor.

Furthermore there was some tendency to focus on the start and the end of the decade, with limited

consideration of what happened in the middle of the period.
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This is an answer that tends to description of

events at times and does not always consider how

this description relates to the focus of the

question. There are sufficient links to make this a

Level 3 response.

Always ensure that what you are saying is explicitly

linked to the focus of the question and develop

your analysis to make this clear.
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Question 5 

This was the joint least popular question by a significant amount in this section of the paper. It was

often answered well. Candidates were able to set up and support an argument regarding the

weakening British power with valid use of contextual knowledge to support both sides of the

debate. The vast majority of responses managed to avoid giving an entirely chronological response,

allowing for greater opportunities to analyse and offer links and thus achieve the higher levels.

There was a tendency in some responses to rely on evidence drawn from the start and the end of

the period with only limited consideration of material from the mid and late 1930s.
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This response accesses Level 4. The candidate tries

to clearly establish criteria in order to reach a

judgement. There is good coverage across the

chronology of the question.
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Question 6 

This was the most popular question in this section of the paper. Although there were a number of

responses that engaged in narratives about the National Party’s actions in the introductions, most

were able to move from this into the debate and support this with well-chosen and detailed

knowledge. Many candidates were able to effectively weigh the relative importance of the reasons

why campaigns were not successful.
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This is a very secure Level 4 response. The

candidate understands the key issues and sustains

an analysis throughout, frequently linking their

discussion of other factors back to the stated

factor of the question. The answer is well

supported and well argued.
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Question 7 

This was the least popular question in this section of the paper. The majority of responses

appreciated the thrust of the question and set out a series of factors that increased the strength of

apartheid in the period in relation to the economic recovery of South Africa. Factual support for this

question was strong, with many responses using detailed statistics and events to support what they

were arguing about the impact of the economic recovery. There were few misunderstandings of the

question focus although some candidates attempted to modify the focus to whether or not

apartheid was strengthened in the period.
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This is a Level 2/3 borderline response. The

candidate is aware of the focus of the question and

examines both the stated factor and other factors,

although the response lacks depth in its

development.
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Question 8 

This was the second most popular question in this section of the paper. Many candidates used

effective contextual knowledge to support valid debates about the pressures faced by the National

Party. There was some highly effective analysis, for example, suggesting that apparent control in

the short term led to weakening in the long term. Candidates were able to range across the period

to demonstrate their understanding. Weaker answers tended to engage in a description of some of

the key events of the period.
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This is a secure Level 4 response. The candidate

focuses on external pressures and brings in

internal pressures to support the line of argument.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

Value of Source Question (1(a)/2(a))

Candidates must be more prepared to make valid inferences rather than to paraphrase the

source

Candidates must be prepared to back up inferences by adding additional contextual knowledge

from beyond the source

Candidates should move beyond stereotypical approaches to the nature/purpose and authorship

of the source, e.g. look at the specific stance and/or purpose of the writer

Candidates should avoid writing about the deficiencies of the source when assessing its value to

the enquiry.

Weight of Source Question (1(b)/2(b))

Candidates should be prepared to assess the weight of the source for an enquiry by being aware

that the author is writing for a specific audience. Candidate should be aware of the values and

concerns of that audience

In assessing weight, it is perfectly permissible to use contextual knowledge to support/challenge

statements and claims made in the source

Candidates should try to distinguish between fact and opinion by using contextual knowledge of

the period

In coming to a judgement about the nature/purpose of the source, candidates should take

account of the weight given to the author’s evidence in the light of his or her stance and/or

purpose

In assessing weight, it is perfectly permissible to assess reliability by considering what has been

perhaps deliberately omitted from the source. However, simply stating that a source is limited

because it does not cover certain events or developments does not establish weight since no

source can be comprehensive.
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Section B

Candidates must provide more factual details as evidence. Weaker responses lacked depth and

sometimes range

Candidates should take a few minutes to plan the answer before beginning to write the response

Candidates should pay careful attention to key phrases in the question when analysing and use

them throughout the essay to prevent deviation from the central issues and concepts

Candidates should try to explore links between issues to make the structure flow more logically

and the arguments more integrated.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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