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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range in this, the third
year of the reformed AS Level paper 1G which deals with Germany and West Germany, 1918-89.

The paper is divided into three sections. Section A comprises a choice of essays that assess
understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by targeting the second order concepts of cause and/or
consequence. Section B offers a further choice of essays, targeting any of the second order
concepts of cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity and difference, and significance.
Section C contains a compulsory question which is based on two given extracts. It assesses analysis
and evaluation of historical interpretations in context (AO3). Candidates in the main appeared to
organise their time effectively, although there were some cases of candidates not completing one
of the three responses within the time allocated. Examiners did note a number of scripts that
posed some problems with the legibility of hand writing. Examiners can only give credit for what
they can read.

Of the three sections of Paper 1, candidates are generally more familiar with the essay sections,
and in sections A and B most candidates were well prepared to write, or to attempt, an analytical
response. Stronger answers clearly understood the importance of identifying the appropriate
second order concept that was being targeted by the question. A minority of candidates, often
otherwise knowledgeable, wanted to focus on causes and engage in a main factor/other factors
approach, even where this did not necessarily address the demands of the conceptual focus.
Candidates in the main were able to apply their knowledge and understanding in a manner suited
to the different demands of questions in these two sections in terms of the greater depth of
knowledge required where section A questions targeted a shorter-period, as compared to the more
careful selection generally required for the section B questions covering a broader timespan.

Candidates do need to formulate their planning so that there is an argument and a counter
argument within their answer; some candidates lacked sufficient treatment of these. The generic
mark scheme clearly indicates the four bullet-pointed strands which are the focus for awarding
marks and centres should note how these strands progress through the levels. Candidates do need
to be aware of key dates, as identified in the specification, and ensure that they draw their evidence
in responses from the appropriate time period.

In Section C, the strongest answers demonstrated a clear focus on the need to discuss different
arguments given within the two extracts, clearly recognising these as historical interpretations.
Such responses tended to offer comparative analysis of the merits of the different views, exploring
the validity of the arguments offered by the two historians in the light of the evidence, both from
within the extracts, and candidates’ own contextual knowledge. Such responses tended to avoid
attempts to examine the extracts in a manner more suited to AO2, assertions of the inferiority of
an extract on the basis of it offering less factual evidence, or a drift away from the specific demands
of the question to the wider taught topic.
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Question 1

Question 1 asked candidates to consider whether the Nazi's indoctrination of children was the main
reason they were able to control the German people in the years 1933-45. This question was
popular and proved to be accessible. At the top end candidates were able to offer good evidence
on how children were indoctrinated and reasoned from this how it was used to the advantage of
the Nazi regime. Stronger candidates also weighed this evidence against other methods of control
and offered evaluation. In level 3 candidates tended to offer a range of evidence but fell short on
evaluating it as a method of control and left the reasoning and judgement until the conclusion. At
the lower end candidates either offered material exclusively on the Hitler Youth or simply
compared propaganda to terror in an often broad but unconvincing answer. The examples offered
show how candidates in the middle range of the cohort answered the question.
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

In this extract the response fits the level 2
descriptor. There is a description of some evidence
which is relevant to the question. The description
is largely accurate but it lacks range or depth and
the judgement made is therefore unsubstantiated.
This response earned an award of level 2, 10
marks.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Always think about how the evidence can be used
to answer the question. The indoctrination of
children, for example, led to children reporting
their parents for being against Nazism. This
explains rather than simply describing and lifts the
response out of level 2.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This extract contains a good example of a secure
level 3 response. The range and depth of evidence
is considerably better than the previous example
and the answer is organised around the key
evidence required to answer the question. This
answer falls short of a level 4 response because
there is not the discussion and evaluation present
that would lead to a more sustained judgement.
This response was awarded level 3, 16 marks.

4 ResuitsPlus
Examiner Tip

At the end of each paragraph think about how the
question requires consideration before moving to
a judgement. Discussion and argument is essential
to historical writing. For example, the
indoctrination of children was only partially
successful because of opposition groups among
the youth. So evaluating the effectiveness of the
indoctrination of children should include evidence
about why it was effective and some about why it
was not. Then a balanced judgement can be made,
rather than a snap decision.
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Question 2

Question 2 was less popular than question 1 and it asked candidates to consider whether increased
freedom for women was the main consequence of the Weimar Constitution in the years 1919-33.
Some candidates struggled with how to evaluate consequences and at the bottom end many
attempted to turn the question into a causal analysis. Despite this there were some very good
answers offered. The stronger candidates understood that there were some dire consequences for
the Weimar Republic from a constitution that was opposed by many Germans. This also informed
their analysis of the liberal attitude to the role and status of women in the provisions of the
constitution. The examples offered show how candidates at the top of the range handled the

question.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is an extract from a response that was
awarded level 3, 15 marks. The candidate attempts
to deal with the stated factor in the question -
increased freedom for women - by considering
women getting the vote but still being valued for
their domestic role. The candidate then offers a
range of other consequences from the Weimar
constitution, but there is a very limited comparison
or evaluation of their importance, as shown by the
conclusion.
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ResultsPlus

\\_}; Examiner Tip

The stated factor offered in the question should be
the starting point for the answer. As other factors
are developed their importance should always be
compared to the stated factor.
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Chosen question number: Question 1 Question2 ®
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| (Section A continued) ... &WL@MNKW&WWW

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a strong level 4 response.
The candidate offers a thorough and considered
view of the increased freedom for women as a
consequence of the Weimar constitution. Other
consequences are selected because of their
political importance and are well considered. The
evidence is discussed and this analytical quality
gained this candidate level 4, 20 marks.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

The tip from this answer is clear. Evidence
selection is important. Although this candidate has
not offered a plan at the start, the answer is
effectively organised to answer the question.
Clearly the candidate has thought about the whole
period and understands why the Weimar
constitution had a number of consequences that
can be considered.
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Question 3

Question 3 asked candidates to consider how significant support for democracy was in maintaining
the political stability of the FRG in the years 1949-89. Candidates were generally well prepared to
answer this question. At the higher level some excellent detail was offered on how Germans
approached elections, looking at voter numbers and approval ratings for the dominant parties.
Successful candidates also sought to select examples to support and develop their argument from
across the time frame. Less successful candidates tended to focus on the early years of the period
and some spent too long explaining why the FRG's constitution contrasted with the dictatorship of
the Third Reich.
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< {ResultsPlus
‘/\ Examiner Comments

There is some evidence offered on support for
democracy by offering some information on
Adenauer and the kind of protests the government
faced. This lifts the response above a simple
description of some features of the FRG. The
response attempts organisation around the focus
of the question by considering some further
factors that underpinned the political stability of
the FRG. The examiner has pointed to this
response having insufficient evidence on support
for democracy to be secure on all level 3
descriptors. This response was awarded level 3, 13
marks.

&4\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

The stated factor should be the centrepiece of the
answer. It must be dealt with well so that other
factors can be successfully compared to it.
Evaluation is difficult if there is insufficient
evidence at the heart of the essay.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response is from one of the more successful
candidates. The answer never loses sight of the
question and key issues are explored rather than
simply stated. The knowledge deployed could be
more extensive but it is sufficient to support the
analysis offered. The criteria from which the
overall judgement comes is established in the
discussion and reasoning used by the candidate,
e.g. the argument about the importance of foreign
policy addresses the second order concept of
significance. This response meets all the demands
for a level 4 response and therefore was awarded
20 marks.
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Many candidates set out what they think are the
criteria they intend to use to answer the question
in their introduction. This is often just a plan of the
evidence they intend to use - not criteria. The
examiner is looking for how the candidate
constructs an argument to answer the question.
Good evidence that is interrogated and argued for
is the criteria the examiner wants. This answer
provides the criteria required.




Question 4

Question 4 asked candidates to consider the extent to which the economic challenges faced by the
Weimar Republic were different from those faced by the FRG. At the top end responses were
focussed on the second order concept of similarity and difference. This meant that candidates
offered evidence and argument on both similarity and difference. The main similarity was clearly
the difficulty of recovering from war. The main difference was located in the context of
international relations. Less successful candidates tended to see the differences between the two
regimes’ economic challenges more than those they shared. These responses often gave evidence
about the Weimar Republic’s difficulties followed by the assertion that this was different for the
FRG.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response is useful to illustrate level 3 qualities.
The response has strengths and weaknesses. The
strengths are that there is a focus on the second
order concept in the question (similarity and
difference). The candidate is able to frame the
answer within the broad similarities the two
regimes faced - recovery from war. The
comparisons between the economic challenges the
two regimes faced is successful at a general level,
but lacks precision and coherence in places. These
flaws are part of the descriptor for level 3 and do
not require a reduction in marks. This response is
secure on each of the level 3 bullet point
descriptors and therefore gets an award at the top
of level 3, 16 marks.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

When answering a similarity/difference question it
is a good idea to start with broad points first, and
then go into more detail. The broad similarity
between the economic challenges faced by the two
regimes are that they both had to overcome the
effects of war and a change in the political regime.
However within that broad similarity there are
clear differences, e.g. the attitudes to the new
regimes by western powers.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response illustrates level 4 qualities. Level 4
answers do not have to be perfect. The difference
between this response and the previous one is the
way the candidate has discussed and evaluated
the evidence used. There is a consistent focus on
similarity and difference and there is a clear
understanding that these categories are not
absolute. Therefore the points of comparison are
discussed to ascertain the extent of similarity and
difference. The evidence is therefore explored
rather than described. The examiner in this
instance felt that the knowledge/evidence offered
was not quite enough to satisfy the argument that
was being attempted. This response was awarded
level 4, 18 marks.

42 GCE History 8HIO 1G



&4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

This response succeeds because the candidate has
thought carefully about which comparisons to use.
The comparisons are never completely
similar/different and this candidate avoids using
simple reasoning that offers two competing lists.
Discussion is paramount in this answer.
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Question 5

Question 5 asked candidates to use the extracts and their own knowledge to consider whether the
Second World War broke out because European statesmen were too concerned with appeasing
Hitler. Successful candidates centred their answers on the different interpretations that the
extracts offered. The interpretation in extract 1, that appeasement by Britain and France had
encouraged Hitler to act with increasing confidence, contrasted with the interpretation in extract 2.
Extract 2 offered the view that Hitler's ideology was the key driving force that led to war. At the top
end candidates selected information from their own knowledge to debate the merits of the
interpretations. Less successful candidates picked out points from the extracts which provided
some comparison, e.g. the reference to Hitler as a ‘mad dog' in extract 1 and the reference to ‘living
space’ in extract 2.0thers used the extracts to prompt their own knowledge and offered an
explanation of the causes of war rather than an evaluation of the interpretations.

44 GCE History 8HIO 1G



5 Historians have different views about how far Hitler’s foreign policy was responsible
for the Second World War. Analyse and evaluate the extracts and use your knowledge
of the issues to explain your answer to the following question.

How far do you agree with the view that the Second World War broke out because
European statesmen were too concerned with appeasing Hitler?
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response indicates level 3 qualities but does
not meet the full level 3 descriptors. Clearly the
candidate understands the difference between the
two extracts in that they offer different views on
the start of the Second World War. However the
quality of the knowledge deployed is less than is
expected at level 3. The knowledge tends to
expand on matters of detail or on some aspects of
the broader controversy not included in the
extracts. The judgement made is in line with level 3
expectations. This response was awarded level 3,
12 marks.




&34\ ResuitsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

The knowledge used to answer the question
should be integrated to evidence and argument in
the extracts. Avoid simply writing what you know
and think about how the extract material can be
further developed. The criticism, often made by
candidates, that 'the extract fails to mention' some
detail or other is usually irrelevant. The extracts
simply represent an interpretation and cannot be
criticised for what they do not say.
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5 Historians have different views about how far Hitler’s foreign policy was responsible
for the Second World War. Analyse-and-evaluate the-extracts-and-use-your-knowledge

of the issues to explain your answer to the following question.

How far do you agree with the view that the Second World War broke out because
European statesmen were too concerned with appeasing Hitler?
(20)
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N (ResuitsPlus
ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

This response is secure on all the level 3
descriptors. The understanding of the extracts is
exemplified by offering some analysis on the key
points of interpretation, and the knowledge
deployed is linked to key areas of debate such as
the remilitarisation of the Rhineland for extract 1,
and evidence about Hitler’s ideology for extract 2.
The judgement is related to some key points in the
extracts and therefore this response was awarded
at the top of level 3, 16 marks.

< ResultsPlus
) Examiner Tip

In the introduction, establish the difference
between the two extracts in terms of their broad
interpretations. Supply the detail in the main body
of the essay.
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5 Historians have different views about how far Hitler's foreign policy was responsible
for the Second World War. Analyse and evaluate the extracts and use your knowledge

of the issues to explain your answer to the following question.

How far do you agree with the view that the Second World War broke out because
European statesmen were too concerned with appeasing Hitler?

(20)

........ Od.. AANQND.... pONTOLY. OUALIOAL. OPUOAD. 0. ol e
Seceno. o oy Ve ok Wb A2 L g8 0L Vo

...... RO £8%. CEIMTDUNNG. CARVD( , o Trioes.. | QONYOUYY.....
o DRAE AN AR 1os Bode 00k 00 Wirdieo.

u 03 Dotemodl and SOUGING a0 W ucian
QRuresmen.’s. ux&bmngmsrw MMWW..
S AR Yot ANOE ,‘L&A%%@rs ....... mmm@ﬂ
L N0S O YeSUS . . RO, G Pernon
~ONOWEA. MITUGAOLY IS g . QOWRS mm@c .
...... — ol eromiMe. ke 2S oy Hogroumme, an 2L,
Meweien. o aaoon. A0 $6. NN INEE ¥ o I
LCONCRRA . ANOU . 030U ol A0k QM0 (Q0DC (N

...... fody. O o v (00K 04 . oprasinON. (0. fuden. @

...... 0s mmwuwum% R
gV B wmeng

?\m% ............. B boranr L swm@ Apoy. 1 uﬂu). (

ko AN 1 OROALNQSIS. o:;tm mwmm 0108 DeHOnY

56 GCE History 8HIO 1G



(Section C continued) .. {&OY ... A0 Ao M\UXL! ..... o W WINOLE...

e oo e Tus s eé&vwwm mw mar

- CUMRAT SXOUE 0f # WANG 000 MQBTLEQJ.LHW s

U, 200 (0 O thelr.. umcruév\g WUULGNOST ko
QU RS 6. 0 (oo, GOUSYer %O SO QoSLpsa. QoY

RO, e BONGS Wreoeken)) {UAUADNSO. muummm
opane fun0ond i O&ls Mafon QA6 aaaiiad wWRS O

s\ O AL ~G8 580G CEIOn . Oy AT AS. 0. e
o 0ol MOMRURY. HORAY SO0 Ao ITALY RIBLE,
hux tna. KUAES. ek 0 ISSONR. Y6 idof ‘S

OGS e %x-er AN\ mwmm WA
wmmm AN uwmw%w&mmw\&% |
ONONYE 10 ONRS. 04 (2 Cnas VM. (N Ogy
PN Yesudk Q3 NONQ CramDefiQhns igd. Wk
04 MOS0 MU ARSI AT m \9\0;& ...... q\m\xm
e UDLRAANS. mwmm_r% SRR

Afeioxe. oxempe o TOma., ww;m mmummwu

GCE History 8HIO 1G 57



..xmm ..... m ..... L mm ms m(amwm MM
NS0 3R SuQROGhIN. 0300 RO m‘&mm
peueNEd (oM (00Qe . oore (e pefsiaum (Wnngspate )
lo_eond M uUauC. - S fosk.0f. thuden.. mw

10 4 napo-s, LG S0CE . WO, GILR Y COWIITLAD
g,‘.’?w e mﬂm& emuj mwm wm.

c;cxm:\@ gmﬂﬁ. m mm J:m 61&'— "ww

“bm\mgmx 00 QO SLLM\Q’L\I\& vy mm%en
.mw ....... A SYSY N T mmn LAWK
(NOAT e !

R “prtemuared” mqmmu\ mmm.,,, ........
IMCA\M _____ puhel (ol (o Ao, Ao oA ol

58 GCE History 8HI0 1G



(Section C continued) MWWW&M VIV W}\Q@

______ W w0 fusmgeon. mmu\ mm mc\wg
ETON IR T Yo ae - ofpafy WS 0k \OUAQUL UNTAVCILS, .
AR oI On QD A L EAO. (00 0. VOV, RS ReN

A The. “eCnAAOURS 0y QNG o B INIRORRYWNG ~ Hkon.
....... USEO oD, QR RO BUALD. UL 03 .

w (;q,zu/\ C,r\&u w muea n?m\ m
mwm\nmxmmas( DUSKNO

W muzeo\ AL mmg.}& D -~ LG L ‘..
. m oYy QG\OLM\J\&%‘?\ 1 0 e

Wu\m@\mww\um%wwww

GCE History 8HIO 1G 59



Nm@j@m q-em. NSORP LQ,’Z_l At trg
Creanon. 0. 2S5 Q0L ro@ramme. . (x... e Do

Vero0iAes W OO Lo@cr AN @gmmm

CAQSS. . WSKS. o TROSON,. (80 w NS mm m@&m
B QUM SO O SIS — a5 ONOUNX
IR 04 PRR@se (ot DoLBAIL s mmca\

OOWE. KILOC . ee00nl) undt N 1onded. A aies.
k\m‘ o OSQUMEAYT i\ €200 2 I\t bhadofy
......... eny m&mmm@&%wm&\ﬁm&mﬁm&

60 GCE History 8HIO 1G



ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response illustrates secure level 4 qualities
throughout. The response is clearly focussed on
the different interpretations in the extracts. The
extracts are mined for points to develop and
compare, and the points selected are points of
interpretation. Knowledge is added to the points
from the extracts to develop the interpretation and
this leads to a good discussion. By the end of the
response we get the satisfaction of having seen the
merits of the rival interpretations expounded and
judged. This response was awarded level 4, 20
marks.

‘ ResultsP
Examiner Tip

From this response, we can see that the candidate
moves between the extracts making substantial
comparisons of their interpretations. This is a skill
that must be developed before the exam. It results
in a well-focussed answer that is enjoyable to read
- and to write.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on Paper 1 Option 1C, candidates are offered the following advice:
Section A/B responses

Features commonly found in candidates' responses which were successful within the higher levels
were:

* Paying close attention to the date ranges in the question.

* Giving sufficient consideration to the issue in the question (e.g. main factor), as well as some
other factors.

* Explaining their judgements fully - this need not be in an artificial or abstract way, but rather a
demonstration of their reasoning in relation to the concepts and topic they are writing about in
order to justify their judgements.

* Careful focusing on the second-order concept targeted in the question.

* Giving consideration to timing, to enable them to complete all three questions with
approximately the same time given over to each one.

* An appropriate level, in terms of depth of detail and analysis, as required by the question - e.g. a
realistic amount to enable a balanced and rounded answer on breadth questions.

Common issues which hindered performance were:

* Paying little heed to the precise demands of the question, e.g. writing about the topic without
focusing on the question, or attempting to give an answer to a question that hasn’'t been asked -
most frequently, this meant treating questions which targeted other second-order concepts as
causation questions.

* Answering a question without giving sufficient consideration to the given issue in the question
(e.g. looking at other causes, consequences, etc., with only limited reference to that given in the

question).

* Answers which only gave a partial response, e.g. a very limited span of the date range, or covered
the stated cause/consequence, with no real consideration of other issues.

* Making an assertion of change/causation, sometimes with formulaic repetition of the words of
the question, with limited explanation or analysis of how exactly this was a change/cause of the
issue within the question.

* Not reaching a judgement, or not explaining

¢ Alack of detail.
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Section C responses

Features commonly found in candidates' responses which were successful within the higher levels:

¢ Candidates paying close attention to the precise demands of the question, as opposed to
seemingly pre-prepared material covering the more general controversy as outlined in the

specification.

* Thorough use of the extracts; this need not mean using every point they raise, but a strong focus
on these as views on the question.

* A confident attempt to use the two extracts together, e.g. consideration of their differences,
attempts to compare their arguments, or evaluate their relative merits.

¢ Careful use of own knowledge, e.g. clearly selected to relate to the issues raised within the
sources, confidently using this to examine the arguments made, and reason through these in
relation to the given question; at times, this meant selection over sheer amount of knowledge.

¢ Careful reading of the extracts, to ensure the meaning of individual statements and evidence
within these were used in the context of the broader arguments made by the authors.

* Attempts to see beyond the stark differences between sources, e.g. consideration of the extent to
which they disagreed, or attempts to reconcile their arguments.

Common issues which hindered performance on Section C were:

* Limited use of the extracts, or an imbalance in this, e.g. extensive use of one, with limited
consideration of the other.

* Limited comparison or consideration of the differences between the given interpretations.
¢ Using the extracts merely as sources of support.

* Arguing one extract is superior to the other on the basis that it offers more factual evidence to
back up the claims made, without genuinely analysing the arguments offered.

* Heavy use of own knowledge, or even seemingly pre-prepared arguments, without real
consideration of these related to the arguments in the sources.

* Statements or evidence from the source being used in a manner contrary to that given in the
sources, e.g. through misinterpretation of the meaning of the arguments, or lifting of detail
without thought to the context of how it was applied within the extract.

* Atendency to see the extracts as being polar opposites, again seemingly through expectation of
this, without thought to where there may be degrees of difference, or even common ground.

GCE History 8HIO 1G

63



Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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