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Introduction
It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range with the 
new A-level paper 37 which dealt with the Changing Nature of Warfare, 1859-1991 (37.1) and 
Germany, 1871-1990: United, Divided and Reunited (37.2).

The paper is divided into three sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which 
is based on two enquiries linked to one source. It assesses analytical and evaluative skills 
(AO2). Section B comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in 
depth (AO2) by targeting five second order concepts - cause, consequence, change and 
continuity, similarity and difference and significance. Section C comprises a choice of essays 
that relate to aspects of the process of change over a period of at least a hundred years 
(AO1). Most candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and there was little 
evidence of candidates being unable to attempt all three sections of the paper within the 
time allocated.

In Section A, the strongest answers demonstrated an ability, in both enquiries, to draw out 
reasoned inferences developed from the source and backed up with specific knowledge.  It 
is important that candidates do not devote too much time to stating that the source is 
devalued by what is not there. In some cases, however, candidates made interesting and 
effective points suggesting that authors may have deliberately left out points and that in 
itself could be significant.

Candidates are more familiar with the Section B essay section and most candidates 
were well prepared to write, or to attempt, an analytical response. Stronger answers 
clearly understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order 
concept.  Candidates need to formulate their planning so that there is an argument within 
their answer. The generic mark scheme clearly indicates the four bullet-pointed strands 
which are the focus for awarding marks and centres should note how these strands 
progress through the levels.

In Section C, most candidates were well prepared in terms of their contextual knowledge of 
individual elements within the period, but not all candidates fully engaged with the elements 
of the process of change that are central in this section of the examination.  Candidates 
need to be aware that this is a breadth question and that the question encompasses a 
minimum of 100 years. This has important implications for the higher levels in bullet point 
2 of the mark scheme. It was judged not possible for candidates to have ‘fully met’ the 
demands of any Section C question unless at least 75% of the chronological range of the 
question was addressed.

The candidates’ performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1
Question 1 produced a good range of responses with the majority of candidates finding 
the source accessible and using it to establish a framework for their response to the two 
enquiries.  The majority then deployed their own knowledge to illustrate the issues that 
emerged and sometimes to question the initial assumptions. The purpose of the raid was 
stated to be military and extracts were chosen to illustrate this point effectively, notably the 
quotation from Churchill.

Candidates at all levels were able to access this source and respond to the two enquiries 
within the question. Whilst the weakest candidates tended to paraphrase the content of 
the source, most candidates were able to draw out at least one inference and stronger 
candidates were able to use extracts from the source and knowledge to develop points. The 
purpose of the raid tended to be better dealt with than the impact although a significant 
number of candidates wrote effectively on the civilian losses issue. Candidates could have 
made more use of the attribution, e.g. the precise title and what it suggests about the 
purpose of the book, in their evaluation.
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The candidate shows a sound general understanding of the source and identifies points relevant 
to both enquiries which are illustrated with specific extracts. There is some use of contextual 
knowledge but this could be developed to add depth to the assessment. There is some evaluation 
but it is largely of the stock variety and could make more effective use of the attribution.

Examiner Comments

Try to ensure both enquiries are dealt with thoroughly and make the maximum use 
of the attribution linking it to points in the source and contextual knowledge.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2
This question provides candidates with the opportunity to discuss the important issue of 
Germany coming to terms with the past that is central to KT4 BP3. The chosen source is an 
interview which was chosen to be a framework for debate indicating some of the attitudes 
on both sides and providing the opportunity for development. The majority of candidates 
took up the opportunities and there was effective deployment of knowledge regarding 
Adenauer and the CDU which had come up in KT4 BP2 and material about de-Nazification 
also in KT4. Many candidates also developed points about the Nazi treatment of the Jews 
which they had dealt with in KT3 BP3. Indeed the use of knowledge by the majority of 
candidates was pleasing. There were also many candidates who developed points about 
Adenauer and in particular his 'vagueness' in this source relating this to his political situation 
with a very narrow majority and depending on a coalition.
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The response merits Level 4 and shows a clear understanding of the source which is interrogated 
to identify a range of key points which are developed with the use of specific extracts and some 
effective knowledge.

Examiner Comments

Use specific knowledge to back up general points you identify. This 
adds substance to the argument.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3
This question did not receive many responses but the majority recognised that the question 
required thorough consideration of the role of new technology in the military success 
of Grant. The railways, the telegraph and the developments of naval power were cited 
frequently but there was often a lack of specific illustration and analysis of the significance 
of the different points. Stronger candidates often chose to discuss the battle of Vicksburg 
in some depth and explain the power and impact of the sustained bombardment of the 
Confederate positions. They also explained the important relationship between Grant 
and Admiral Porter which anticipated the vitally important combined ops of 20th century 
warfare.

The most common weakness in the responses was the neglect of other factors which made 
it difficult to develop a meaningful debate. For example the vital relationships between 
Grant and Lincoln where the latter showed absolute faith in his chosen commander despite 
initial frustrations and Grant's choice of and support for subordinate commanders, e.g. 
Sherman. The underlying weaknesses of the Confederate side and specific mistakes by their 
commanders, e.g. at Gettysburg, were often alluded to but not sufficiently developed. This 
illustrates very clearly the importance of having a sound knowledge and understanding of 
the significance of named figures in the specification.
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A Level 2 response which identifies some general 
points but has a narrow range and resorts to 
assertion rather than points which have been 
illustrated and explained.

Examiner Comments

It is vital to have sound knowledge 
and understanding of the impact and 
significance of individuals named in the 
specification.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4
The most popular question in this section of this very small option. Strong answers 
addressed the role of Petain in terms of discipline, morale, supplies and tactics often 
discussing his personal qualities. They provided specific evidence to back up their points, 
e.g. the Sacred Way and the very effective use of the landscape of Verdun. They also 
identified and illustrated a range of other factors, e.g. mistakes by German commanders 
and the eventual impact of the Somme offensive. Weaker responses lacked the range and 
depth to develop informed debate on the specific question.
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Question 5
This was the most popular question in this section and provided the opportunity to consider 
the domestic political situation in the new German state, with specific focus on the impact of 
the German constitution of 1871. The majority of candidates had a sound understanding of 
the constitution and were able to identify a range of other factors which provided the 
foundation for an informed debate.  Stronger candidates deployed specific details to 
illustrate their points while some lacked convincing contextual knowledge and resorted to 
assertion in some cases. There was also the tendency in a minority of responses to blame 
Bismarck without providing convincing specific evidence.
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This is a Level 3 response which has some analysis and identifies some of the key points and 
deploys some evidence but without really effective range and depth, e.g. a general point is made 
about the Catholics but it is not developed and the point is not linked into the overall argument. 
There is some weighing up but the lack of range and depth restricts the force of the argument. 
There is some organisation and a general trend but it lacks depth and precision.

Examiner Comments

It is important to illustrate and explain the significance of points if they 
are to be the building blocks of a convincing argument.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6
This was the less popular question in this section of the paper. The question provided the 
opportunity to discuss the rapidly developing situation in Germany itself and in the First 
World War which led to the decision to seek an armistice in 1918. Most candidates had a 
sound understanding of the key points and there was a fair range of specific contextual 
knowledge deployed.  Most candidates also attempted to develop an argument and to at 
least begin to weigh up the relative importance of points on both sides of the argument. 
Overall knowledge and understanding of the domestic situation was rather better than 
understanding of the impact of the military situation although many candidates worked to 
link the two together, e.g. over the naval mutiny and the domestic strikes.
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A Level 4 response which has some address to the political situation, starting with an outline of the 
political system, and the impact of the war itself with some discussion of the role of Hindenburg 
and Ludendorf. The role of Max of Baden is also touched on but domestic political developments 
could be developed. Overall there is a fair range of points with some illustration and explanation. 
There is some linking of points, e.g. the naval mutiny and strikes and some weighing up although it 
needs more substance to be really convincing. General organisation and clarity of expression.

Examiner Comments

It is important to illustrate points but also to explain their significance and where 
possible to link them together to strengthen the overall argument.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7
A very small number of candidates but some very impressive responses. The topic of the 
effectiveness of visual depictions of war had clearly been followed up during the delivery of 
the course and produced some comprehensive and well developed responses. Specific 
examples spanned the timeframe from Matthew Brady in the American Civil War to CNN in 
the Gulf. Not only was the range very effective, and often imaginative, but the explanations 
of the significance of specific examples was thorough and clearly explained. There were 
several candidates who wrote very effectively of the distinction between the impact of the 
photographs of the Civil War from those in the Crimea (out of the spec. but legitimate in this 
instance) and some very interesting material on individual artists such as Robert Capa and 
Lee Miller.
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A Level 4 response which was very strong on the early 
stages with very clear explanations of the significance 
and impact of visual images and less effective in the 
latter stages although the examples chosen were equally 
appropriate. Identifies a range of key points, some 
effective specific illustration, some weighing up and sound 
general organisation and clear explanation. Lacks the 
sustained development across the timeframe for Level 5.

Examiner Comments

This response illustrates the 
importance of selecting effective 
specific examples and making clear 
why they were turning points as 
well as making their significance 
clear.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8
This question attracted very few candidates on this small option. The responses seen 
were generally sound and most identified a range of points with specific illustration, e.g. 
the recruitment propaganda produced by both sides during the American Civil War. They 
weighed up the relative impact and significance of different forms of propaganda: there 
were interesting points regarding written and spoken propaganda, e.g. the speeches of 
Churchill and Roosevelt (one candidate wrote an interesting section on the impact of 
Stalin's speeches during the 'Great Patriotic War'); but censorship generally lacked effective 
specific development. Interestingly, in view of Question 7, visual propaganda was the most 
impressive section in many of the responses with some interesting and effective points 
about the emerging influence of film. Weaker candidates lacked range and depth.
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Question 9
A popular question which produced a wide range of responses. The strongest candidates 
identified a range of criteria alongside the issue of the workplace and followed the 
developments, sometimes progress and sometimes regression, across the timeframe. 
Contextual knowledge was very strong in the best answers and in the majority it was 
generally sound. The weaker responses tended to be narrow in range and often confined 
to post 1918 or even post 1933 and/ or characterised by assertion and a lack of specific 
illustration/ explanation.
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A Level 4 response. Sustains focus on the issue of women in the workplace and has very sound 
coverage of the timeframe with some effective deployment of knowledge to illustrate key stages 
of development. Other factors are dealt with to some extent with some illustration. This aspect 
needed to be stronger to move into Level 5.

Examiner Comments

Candidates need to ensure that key stages in development 
are explained as well as illustrated.

Examiner Tip
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Question 10
The less popular of the questions in this section. The best answers often started with 
specific address to the 'economic miracle' with some specific development of its measures 
and its success.  This was usually followed by an informed review of other key stages in 
economic development, in some cases including negative ones which spanned the 
timeframe. The weaker answers had little specific knowledge or understanding of the 
'economic miracle' and tried to make up for this with comments about Nazi policy and, in 
some cases, the recovery of the 1920s. Overall there was a disappointing lack of really 
strong answers and rather too many which had a slender grasp of the details and 
significance of economic development.
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A Level 3 response. There is some range and identification of points but there is a lack of specific 
detail to promote substantial debate. There is also a clear need to explain the significance of points 
and attempt more clearly to link material together.

Examiner Comments

Consideration of economic policy requires some specific detail 
to illustrate the significance of change and development.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance in the paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A:

•	 Candidates should root their answers in the source by identifying key points made and 
specific extracts that can be used to develop them.

•	 Candidates should ensure that they deal with both parts of the enquiry.

•	 Candidates should look to develop valid inferences. They should avoid paraphrase.

•	 Inferences should be supported by the deployment of contextual knowledge.

•	 Evaluation should focus on the attribution and on examination of the standpoint of the 
author.

Sections B and C:

•	 Answers must have range and depth to access higher levels. Candidates need to deploy 
precise contextual knowledge.

•	 Candidates should avoid a narrative/ descriptive approach which undermines analysis.

•	 Candidates must be aware of key dates to provide an effective chronological framework.

•	 Candidates should try to explore the links between issues in order to facilitate a logical 
analysis.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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