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Introduction
It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range with the 
new A-level paper 35 which dealt with Britain: Losing and Gaining an Empire, 1763-1914 
(35.1) and the British Experience of Warfare, c1790-1918 (35.2).

The paper is divided into three sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which 
is based on two enquiries linked to one source. It assesses analytical and evaluative skills 
(AO2). Section B comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in 
depth (AO2) by targeting five second order concepts - cause, consequence, change and 
continuity, similarity and difference and significance. Section C comprises a choice of essays 
that relate to aspects of the process of change over a period of at least a hundred years 
(AO1). Most candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and there was little 
evidence of candidates being unable to attempt all three sections of the paper within the 
time allocated.

In Section A, the strongest answers demonstrated an ability, in both enquiries, to draw out 
reasoned inferences developed from the source and backed up with specific knowledge. 
It is important that candidates do not devote too much time to stating that the source is 
devalued by what is not there. In some cases, however, candidates made interesting and 
effective points suggesting that authors may have deliberately left out points and that in 
itself could be significant.

Candidates are more familiar with the Section B essay section and most candidates 
were well prepared to write, or to attempt, an analytical response.  Stronger answers 
clearly understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order 
concept.  Candidates need to formulate their planning so that there is an argument within 
their answer. The generic mark scheme clearly indicates the four bullet-pointed strands 
which are the focus for awarding marks and centres should note how these strands 
progress through the levels.

In Section C, most candidates were well prepared in terms of their contextual knowledge of 
individual elements within the period, but not all candidates fully engaged with the elements 
of the process of change that are central in this section of the examination. Candidates need 
to be aware that this is a breadth question and that the question encompasses a minimum 
of 100 years. This has important implications for the higher levels in bullet point 2 of the 
mark scheme. It was judged not possible for candidates to have ‘fully met’ the demands of 
any Section C question unless at least 75% of the chronological range of the question was 
addressed.

The candidates’ performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1
Candidates at all levels were able to access this source and respond to the two enquiries 
within the question. The weaker candidates tended to paraphrase the content of the source 
but most candidates identified at least one inference. Stronger candidates developed the 
inference/s and drew on the content of the source and relevant contextual knowledge. 
Some candidates could have made more effective use of the provenance of the source and 
linked it with contextual knowledge to develop their evaluation.
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The first paragraph is an excellent example of the benefits of rooting the response in a close 
analysis of the source. The interrogation of the source is very effective throughout.

Examiner Tip

A very effective answer which is rooted in the source and identifies a range of key points for both 
enquiries and deploys knowledge to illustrate points and to highlight issues, e.g. with regard to 
international relations, which are not cited in the source.  There is very good use of the attribution, 
the source itself and specific knowledge for evaluation. An impressive answer which merits Level 5.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2
Candidates at all levels were able to access the source and respond to the two enquiries. 
Some candidates identified and developed inferences, e.g. the ambivalent attitude of 
Wellington to his army. Stronger candidates developed the issue of Wellington's attitude 
and used the source to show his appreciation of the 'gallantry' of the men in battle but his 
concern about their lack of discipline when not directly engaging the enemy. They also often 
recognised Wellington's characteristic attention to detail in naming specific officers and 
recognising the significance of the work they had done. There was also effective deployment 
of knowledge to develop points, e.g. of earlier campaigns in the Peninsular War. Weaker 
candidates tended to paraphrase the source, often quoting long extracts without analysing 
their significance. The evaluation tended to be very stock in character often saying it was 
a private letter and therefore reliable. It was interesting that some centres had clearly 
used the collection of Wellington's correspondence with Bathurst and made use of the 
introduction to this in their evaluation.
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A low Level 4 answer which includes some interrogation of the source to identify key points with 
some deployment of contextual knowledge. There is some address to both enquiries although, 
as the candidate makes clear, it is stronger on the first enquiry. There is some weighing up and 
attempt to evaluate although much of this is of stock character.

Examiner Comments

It is important to root the response in the source and to identify key points relevant to both 
enquiries which can then be developed using the source itself and contextual knowledge.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3
The most popular choice in this section. The majority of responses were focused and well 
informed. Candidates recognised that a debate was required and identified and developed 
points on both sides of the argument. Weaker responses lacked specific illustration of 
points.



13GCE History 9HI0 35



14 GCE History 9HI0 35



15GCE History 9HI0 35



16 GCE History 9HI0 35

Explore and develop both sides of the argument but do not be 
overly concerned if you feel you have a stronger case on one side.

Examiner Tip

Sustains focus and develops a range of points: political, economic and social; and deploys specific 
evidence to provide substance. A sound balance between the two sides of the argument. Well 
organised and clearly expressed. Merits Level 5.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4
The less popular choice in this section. The strongest candidates produced a balanced 
debate with a range of points on both sides of the argument and specific illustration. 
Weaker answers tended to concentrate almost entirely on the negative side, portraying 
Dalhousie as a primary cause of the Indian Rebellion and little, if any, more than that.
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A Level 4 response. The introduction provides background but lacks explicit focus on the question. 
The essay then moves on to establish both positive and negative arguments with the former being 
more effectively developed. However, overall there is a clear attempt to provide balance and 
organisation and clarity of expression are sound.

Examiner Comments

It is important that the impact and significance of individuals named 
in the specification are covered thoroughly.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5
Marginally the most popular choice in this section. Stronger candidates showed an 
appreciation of the changing attitudes and expectations at different stages of the war. They 
often put the Boer War into the wider context of British military experience in the late 19th 
century although this was not a requirement. They showed awareness of the development 
of the Press, notably the emerging popular papers like the Daily Mail contrasting it with the 
attitudes shown in papers such as the Manchester Guardian. The political dimension was 
also explored with reference to the divisions inside parties and the significance of the Khaki 
election. Weaker answers lacked range and specific development, often only dealing with 
the negative with a lot of material on Hobhouse and the camps.
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A Level 4 response which engages with the question and identifies and develops a sound range of 
points. Begins to weigh up but needs more focus on explaining the significance of some points to 
provide a fully convincing overall argument.

Examiner Comments

It is important to note that changing reaction of the public in 
Britain is cited explicitly in KT3 BP3 of the specification.

Examiner Tip



30 GCE History 9HI0 35

Question 6
A mainstream question on a named individual in the specification.  Candidates were 
expected to develop an informed analysis of Haig's strengths and weaknesses in order to 
formulate a balanced overall judgement. The strongest answers identified and illustrated a 
range of points on the positive side, e.g. Haig's willingness to employ technology, and there 
was some impressive development of his work with Trenchard and the developing role of 
the RFC. This was weighed against Haig's perceived inflexibility and specific errors, e.g. the 
choice of Gough to lead the offensive in 3rd Ypres. There was also informed consideration 
of the losses incurred and specific figures were cited. Weaker candidates relied on 
unsupported assertion often repeating that Haig was a 'butcher' but providing little, if any, 
supporting evidence and certainly no balance.
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A Level 4 response which engages with the question and identifies points on either side of the 
argument. There is some effective specific illustration and an attempt to explain and in some cases 
link up the points. A clear argument begins to develop and the expression is generally clear.

Examiner Comments

It is important that candidates have a secure knowledge of and understanding of 
the significance of named individuals in the specification.

Examiner Tip



34 GCE History 9HI0 35

Question 7
Stronger answers showed a clear awareness of the significance of the purchase of the Suez 
Canal shares and explained and developed the political, strategic and economic impact of 
the measure. They went on to weigh this against and alongside a range of other factors and 
provided a balanced and informed argument. Weaker candidates tended to make very 
general comments without any real illustration and/ or explanation. They then moved on to 
other factors with varying levels of development. It is clearly not necessary to agree that the 
Suez Canal was a formative development but it must be seriously considered in higher level 
responses.
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Overall a Level 4 response but there are reservations. There is some effective address to the impact 
of the Suez Canal but there is scope for more specific development to add substance to the overall 
debate. The response identifies and begins to develop a fair range of other factors, notably the 
introduction of Free Trade and the impact of the entrepots.  Generally well organised and clearly 
expressed.

Examiner Comments

The Suez Canal features in the specification and it is important that all the 
individuals and factors cited are understood and can be developed.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8
Stronger candidates had an informed address to the impact of Cook's expedition in terms 
of its social (notably regarding medical care and diet), political and economic impact as well 
as the very real boost to British prestige that was involved.  They then identified a range of 
other factors which could be linked in with the points on Cook and also weighed against 
it in terms of overall significance. Weaker candidates tended to lack specific contextual 
knowledge.
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It is important when considering other 
factors to make their significance clear 
and to link it to an overall argument.

Examiner Tip

Overall considered to be a Level 3 response. There 
is some address to Cook's expedition but this 
would benefit from greater range and more explicit 
consideration of significance. The answer has the 
framework but needs more development.

Examiner Comments
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Question 9
The most popular question in this section. Stronger answers to the question showed sound 
contextual knowledge of the development of steam power and the impact on the Royal 
Navy. Other developments, including the role of individual reformers such as Graham and 
Fisher, were considered across the timeframe and weighed up to facilitate overall debate. 
Weaker answers tended to lack range and/ or specific illustration and clear explanation of 
the significance.
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A Level 4 response which has focus and some address to the nominated issue which could be 
developed and explained more clearly to facilitate a more substantial overall debate. There is a 
sound range across the timeframe, although the earliest part is not considered, and some effective 
contextual knowledge is deployed, notably about the Graham reforms. Organisation is sound and 
expression clear.

Examiner Comments

Ensure that there is a focus on considering and being able to communicate the 
significance of the reforms in technology and in administration.

Examiner Tip
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Question 10
The stronger candidates identified a range of ways in which the populace contributed to the 
conduct of the French Wars and analysed to what extent these points were present in and/ 
or developed in later wars in the timeframe. Weaker candidates sometimes had problems 
with the term 'populace' and their answers lacked range and specific development. There 
were a number of candidates who started their answer by analysing the impact of the 
populace in the First World War and using this discussion as the basis of their answers. This 
led to some well informed responses which could be rewarded but which lacked a sharp 
focus on the specific question.
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A Level 4 answer which sustains focus and 
identifies a very sound range and some 
effective criteria for judgement. There is 
some range across the timeframe and sound 
specific illustration/ explanation. Evidence of 
organisation and clarity of expression.

Examiner Comments

A significant minority of the responses 
revealed a lack of understanding of the word 
'populace' which is central to this question. 
It is important to be familiar with the 
terminology used in the specification.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance in the paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A:

•	 Candidates should root their answers in the source by identifying key points made and 
specific extracts that can be used to develop them.

•	 Candidates should ensure that they deal with both parts of the enquiry.

•	 Candidates should look to develop valid inferences. They should avoid paraphrase.

•	 Inferences should be supported by the deployment of contextual knowledge.

•	 Evaluation should focus on the attribution and on examination of the standpoint of the 
author.

Sections B and C:

•	 Answers must have range and depth to access higher levels. Candidates need to deploy 
precise contextual knowledge.

•	 Candidates should avoid a narrative/ descriptive approach which undermines analysis.

•	 Candidates must be aware of key dates to provide an effective chronological framework.

•	 Candidates should try to explore the links between issues in order to facilitate a logical 
analysis.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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