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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range with the
new A-level paper 35 which dealt with Britain: Losing and Gaining an Empire, 1763-1914
(35.1) and the British Experience of Warfare, c1790-1918 (35.2).

The paper is divided into three sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which

is based on two enquiries linked to one source. It assesses analytical and evaluative skills
(AO2). Section B comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in
depth (AO2) by targeting five second order concepts - cause, consequence, change and
continuity, similarity and difference and significance. Section C comprises a choice of essays
that relate to aspects of the process of change over a period of at least a hundred years
(AO1). Most candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and there was little
evidence of candidates being unable to attempt all three sections of the paper within the
time allocated.

In Section A, the strongest answers demonstrated an ability, in both enquiries, to draw out
reasoned inferences developed from the source and backed up with specific knowledge.

It is important that candidates do not devote too much time to stating that the source is
devalued by what is not there. In some cases, however, candidates made interesting and
effective points suggesting that authors may have deliberately left out points and that in
itself could be significant.

Candidates are more familiar with the Section B essay section and most candidates

were well prepared to write, or to attempt, an analytical response. Stronger answers
clearly understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order

concept. Candidates need to formulate their planning so that there is an argument within
their answer. The generic mark scheme clearly indicates the four bullet-pointed strands
which are the focus for awarding marks and centres should note how these strands
progress through the levels.

In Section C, most candidates were well prepared in terms of their contextual knowledge of
individual elements within the period, but not all candidates fully engaged with the elements
of the process of change that are central in this section of the examination. Candidates need
to be aware that this is a breadth question and that the question encompasses a minimum
of 100 years. This has important implications for the higher levels in bullet point 2 of the
mark scheme. It was judged not possible for candidates to have ‘fully met’ the demands of
any Section C question unless at least 75% of the chronological range of the question was
addressed.

The candidates’ performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1

Candidates at all levels were able to access this source and respond to the two enquiries
within the question. The weaker candidates tended to paraphrase the content of the source
but most candidates identified at least one inference. Stronger candidates developed the
inference/s and drew on the content of the source and relevant contextual knowledge.
Some candidates could have made more effective use of the provenance of the source and
linked it with contextual knowledge to develop their evaluation.

Chosen question number:  Question1 X Question2 [
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Examiner Comments

A very effective answer which is rooted in the source and identifies a range of key points for both
enquiries and deploys knowledge to illustrate points and to highlight issues, e.g. with regard to
international relations, which are not cited in the source. There is very good use of the attribution,
the source itself and specific knowledge for evaluation. An impressive answer which merits Level 5.

Examiner Tip

The first paragraph is an excellent example of the benefits of rooting the response in a close

analysis of the source. The interrogation of the source is very effective throughout.
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Question 2

Candidates at all levels were able to access the source and respond to the two enquiries.
Some candidates identified and developed inferences, e.g. the ambivalent attitude of
Wellington to his army. Stronger candidates developed the issue of Wellington's attitude
and used the source to show his appreciation of the 'gallantry' of the men in battle but his
concern about their lack of discipline when not directly engaging the enemy. They also often
recognised Wellington's characteristic attention to detail in naming specific officers and
recognising the significance of the work they had done. There was also effective deployment
of knowledge to develop points, e.g. of earlier campaigns in the Peninsular War. Weaker
candidates tended to paraphrase the source, often quoting long extracts without analysing
their significance. The evaluation tended to be very stock in character often saying it was

a private letter and therefore reliable. It was interesting that some centres had clearly

used the collection of Wellington's correspondence with Bathurst and made use of the
introduction to this in their evaluation.

Chosen question number:  Question1 I Question2 N
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Examiner Comments

A low Level 4 answer which includes some interrogation of the source to identify key points with
some deployment of contextual knowledge. There is some address to both enquiries although,
as the candidate makes clear, it is stronger on the first enquiry. There is some weighing up and
attempt to evaluate although much of this is of stock character.

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

It is important to root the response in the source and to identify key points relevant to both
enquiries which can then be developed using the source itself and contextual knowledge.
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Question 3

The most popular choice in this section. The majority of responses were focused and well
informed. Candidates recognised that a debate was required and identified and developed
points on both sides of the argument. Weaker responses lacked specific illustration of
points.

Chosen question number: Question 3 ¥ Question 4 [
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Sustains focus and develops a range of points: political, economic and social; and deploys specific
evidence to provide substance. A sound balance between the two sides of the argument. Well
organised and clearly expressed. Merits Level 5.

Explore and develop both sides of the argument but do not be
overly concerned if you feel you have a stronger case on one side.

16 GCE History 9HI0 35



Question 4

The less popular choice in this section. The strongest candidates produced a balanced
debate with a range of points on both sides of the argument and specific illustration.
Weaker answers tended to concentrate almost entirely on the negative side, portraying
Dalhousie as a primary cause of the Indian Rebellion and little, if any, more than that.

Chosen question number:  Question 3 £3 Question 4 ,m.
Question 5 Question 6 [

oo medunssabhen e

Howerts, dong vaithAbe ol cispects £ @ovasss .

Oode anrol paxt; Ha wole of Ao ot Lo Campeny
(and_bhan. Mo Brdh Fhite_atiel ;U«_ajd-oalrcccmwgfdm
183) socume Bl _emare detdonsatal bbb lnduaac..
In Gy o evedolith wikalher Mrs_cotabmuna_of.hotd.

[,hlhouammammwm&mﬁu,m (ryv J—cmﬁmm

GCE History 9HIO0 35 17




18

1

dﬁmmw@hﬁcmbmn ........ affec 886 as o

MmeMnﬁmpu,Mrw ..............
oy o 08 feper Gaselcor, He peany pest wgo
astedolithed,. . m%m,mﬁm{j&mmmmm ..............
Juresoudp aed the Rucyalo rere pacfied These
m&mwh%agnﬁml—hm aseLnment £
lndes decause ﬂ@ ........ allowed & 0 oot “moe conhrol
s o schubrant becouse,..

lleace, Wk w63 as Lmngs.( ........ @r\at‘ﬁk ....... el Hae. COMPO.......
kmmwhm@a@mwm%, ..... Meokics. aond. .
Codcoter . Moy Nedad 7o houe mare boreitoy b
(lect sexdenue. Sam . fonce. iad.. Dol ose 4. 1o

W@&]hmmm.ﬂ@wmwgm .....................
convol.... od. Dulhoume ... aon excaca. Cournp Qipns. . coen
hm%mﬁca&m;ﬂusbemw.ﬂ@ ........ qaLt;ﬂmM, .............................

—~

GCE History 9HI0 35



Qc&)amlm\ femfoy . 0dk Just cmproves ek
" g ot Ma.dm o e Qocknng ok |

A{Q@a it allewed  Bnda.n e a0nee. femtorces. Baa.......
Indisa foons.. Who. had . ne. logthmate et heil,. of ...
i@ Msmangeed. thot Stida...... 2. eeheNn.... (03 prucial o
B auw ...... gmur 1000k, M. oggien.. of . Auadh
(86, G Thas d6).mpeitantio..

M. \runm:m’( ....... 0s.. /ﬁmd&...um ....... Mo cnea (o ...

.”M:}n.m ........ ﬁczt.u.&eﬁ Mo Bnhdl

Crocn_ o poss... the Baseqamuar o Induc Ak 0 158
Uk oneaqd  Abe . Biidh Clodn. wtere cnmr_d.nm&aa of
EM,M&M&MLW m@eay.. Mgk sk notude,..
Dauwxre:s eledofamant of e Dochrng= . a.(% .......... lapse.....
....... Gugeed... INCAS. LD daml TonS. :t;u_m s codd
e thectensd . A5 Ao atomat reled on treahes ond

GCE History 9HIO 35

19



20

mmmlmm with e At cleated e dagnee of ..
3W canﬁml ............. Cuuteamae,.. Qubbagsie’s.

e S IB?.. ______ %‘m’y‘ ‘ o“ bd,_qi{ q{— W

... o b.u.y ........ tukso...o88i.......
icrepsed. . Wma ............ O ahe . Ibe ........ well 63 Ay,
:;:Luny b _anoekahon . of . Aiadl, Qal)A.vu.amm. Ockatde.
odared ol laad....4o..be Seiz.w.. Qr/m Llondamae.....
b Could net grve et gasship.. fs Bt
land fowe wos an quffereat ¢ _thah df-i‘ha[m!.sm

L&M ........ f.‘f}e ............. Redo d.Lm %m o 33’%}; Co LG :
Maﬁm o HMacie s &uﬁﬂdaia?fada oo Qompeds.
ab Abe  Bahdu.,  were.. Aud grantled. lood..
o e As welhos. LOalhousie .
&fqpﬁ:m estobispment_ce Mo Gemoa) Enlotoat .
Akl 1356, maoat. flndui sepans wee gude do

dstayed..® AL BNEL (B Qlecers.. /mdxa.&d.tﬁ;

Al oioder.. pam.zm Aleoduas. e Coste . Shdus. /noshof

&PXG ,Hm Dedbrouses reeenme cannot  be. blamed

GCE History 9HI0 35




mh@ ....... bov Ahe  [ndion Cebellion ... Ao mmedacte....
¢ v Ao Kb O LI Ase (00 Aok, L.

JLUNIRY cnxmdam,mma&gunﬁw ...... apen.ly...
LMJYQMLJL%(PHMM -

M~ Ao Mindis.and.... L2(Qan 6. 56@%6% et
Cbm]a ...... oN.CQA . ﬁ)g ........ N OO s A WG el n. a3, .G

dolbeike ond. olued. Ah e

.ﬂ%&%a‘&m .......... apdes. of Abe  Robellica. @d ..
..... e mwm&mmw%m%L

1

and....dah. [henned . 182G, bz cooreoned. Culboal
&g behve

kdpa?md,th-tnm o goveinments. [un. by Lhe
Eod (ndio Cowpaas))..comfd. 00l (odua. Thid.0
uficoak 03,  Ahoughout dhe genod (3=

......... Qrd,acf,ﬂmfias* } g@%w
From . Aok of a Md@ .......... Ay & mate.. ol st

coabest. dloweser, Gro. connd. msfmhcw ........... Dallagirscel.
fefstms.. Quth 03 Hee. Qnnexahen.. ot... Aua

Mo Gnersd . Senues Enlisrmgak Ak 1 (386 saad
w&.&mt by Koneldacn .o (K57 TS 4

GCE History 9HIO 35

21



22

szxammer Comments

A Level 4 response. The introduction provides background but lacks explicit focus on the question.
The essay then moves on to establish both positive and negative arguments with the former being

more effectively developed. However, overall there is a clear attempt to provide balance and
organisation and clarity of expression are sound.

A oo

Examiner Tip

It is important that the impact and significance of individuals named
in the specification are covered thoroughly.
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Question 5

Marginally the most popular choice in this section. Stronger candidates showed an
appreciation of the changing attitudes and expectations at different stages of the war. They
often put the Boer War into the wider context of British military experience in the late 19th
century although this was not a requirement. They showed awareness of the development
of the Press, notably the emerging popular papers like the Daily Mail contrasting it with the
attitudes shown in papers such as the Manchester Guardian. The political dimension was
also explored with reference to the divisions inside parties and the significance of the Khaki
election. Weaker answers lacked range and specific development, often only dealing with
the negative with a lot of material on Hobhouse and the camps.

Chosen question number: Question 3 [ Question 4 £
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ﬂExaminer Comments

A Level 4 response which engages with the question and identifies and develops a sound range of
points. Begins to weigh up but needs more focus on explaining the significance of some points to
provide a fully convincing overall argument.

Examiner Tip

It is important to note that changing reaction of the public in
Britain is cited explicitly in KT3 BP3 of the specification.
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Question 6

A mainstream question on a named individual in the specification. Candidates were
expected to develop an informed analysis of Haig's strengths and weaknesses in order to
formulate a balanced overall judgement. The strongest answers identified and illustrated a
range of points on the positive side, e.g. Haig's willingness to employ technology, and there
was some impressive development of his work with Trenchard and the developing role of
the RFC. This was weighed against Haig's perceived inflexibility and specific errors, e.g. the
choice of Gough to lead the offensive in 3rd Ypres. There was also informed consideration
of the losses incurred and specific figures were cited. Weaker candidates relied on
unsupported assertion often repeating that Haig was a 'butcher' but providing little, if any,
supporting evidence and certainly no balance.

Chosen question number: Question 3 £3 Question 4 [J
Question 5 £3 Question 6
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

A Level 4 response which engages with the question and identifies points on either side of the
argument. There is some effective specific illustration and an attempt to explain and in some cases
link up the points. A clear argument begins to develop and the expression is generally clear.

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

It is important that candidates have a secure knowledge of and understanding of
the significance of named individuals in the specification.
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Question 7

Stronger answers showed a clear awareness of the significance of the purchase of the Suez
Canal shares and explained and developed the political, strategic and economic impact of
the measure. They went on to weigh this against and alongside a range of other factors and
provided a balanced and informed argument. Weaker candidates tended to make very
general comments without any real illustration and/ or explanation. They then moved on to
other factors with varying levels of development. It is clearly not necessary to agree that the

Suez Canal was a formative development but it must be seriously considered in higher level
responses.

Chosen question number: Question 7 T Question8 [l

Question 9 £J Question 10 3

Hee SAAALAA. Wm rsm!xuk

GCE History 9HIO0 35



.............. N Wt@mm B Asan KA =t
MMMMm - A ,LMJT

...... M%M%umw%

iy %_M\_.w\ e MEMTM."

MMM ~e Ao MM ...... rqw .......................

GCE History 9HI0 35 35




36 GCE History 9HI0 35



Overall a Level 4 response but there are reservations. There is some effective address to the impact
of the Suez Canal but there is scope for more specific development to add substance to the overall
debate. The response identifies and begins to develop a fair range of other factors, notably the
introduction of Free Trade and the impact of the entrepots. Generally well organised and clearly
expressed.

OQ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

The Suez Canal features in the specification and it is important that all the
individuals and factors cited are understood and can be developed.
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Question 8

Stronger candidates had an informed address to the impact of Cook's expedition in terms
of its social (notably regarding medical care and diet), political and economic impact as well
as the very real boost to British prestige that was involved. They then identified a range of
other factors which could be linked in with the points on Cook and also weighed against
it in terms of overall significance. Weaker candidates tended to lack specific contextual
knowledge.
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Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

Overall considered to be a Level 3 response. There It is important when considering other
is some address to Cook's expedition but this factors to make their significance clear
would benefit from greater range and more explicit and to link it to an overall argument.

consideration of significance. The answer has the

framework but needs more development.
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Question 9

The most popular question in this section. Stronger answers to the question showed sound
contextual knowledge of the development of steam power and the impact on the Royal
Navy. Other developments, including the role of individual reformers such as Graham and
Fisher, were considered across the timeframe and weighed up to facilitate overall debate.
Weaker answers tended to lack range and/ or specific illustration and clear explanation of

the significance.
Chosen question number: Question 7 El Question8 [

Question 9 (X Question 10 £1
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A Level 4 response which has focus and some address to the nominated issue which could be
developed and explained more clearly to facilitate a more substantial overall debate. There is a
sound range across the timeframe, although the earliest part is not considered, and some effective

contextual knowledge is deployed, notably about the Graham reforms. Organisation is sound and
expression clear.

A

ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Ensure that there is a focus on considering and being able to communicate the
significance of the reforms in technology and in administration.
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Question 10

The stronger candidates identified a range of ways in which the populace contributed to the
conduct of the French Wars and analysed to what extent these points were present in and/
or developed in later wars in the timeframe. Weaker candidates sometimes had problems
with the term 'populace’ and their answers lacked range and specific development. There
were a number of candidates who started their answer by analysing the impact of the
populace in the First World War and using this discussion as the basis of their answers. This
led to some well informed responses which could be rewarded but which lacked a sharp
focus on the specific question.
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Examiner Tip

A Level 4 answer which sustains focus and A significant minority of the responses
identifies a very sound range and some revealed a lack of understanding of the word
effective criteria for judgement. There is 'populace’ which is central to this question.
some range across the timeframe and sound It is important to be familiar with the

specific illustration/ explanation. Evidence of terminology used in the specification.
organisation and clarity of expression.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance in the paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A:

Candidates should root their answers in the source by identifying key points made and
specific extracts that can be used to develop them.

Candidates should ensure that they deal with both parts of the enquiry.
Candidates should look to develop valid inferences. They should avoid paraphrase.
Inferences should be supported by the deployment of contextual knowledge.

Evaluation should focus on the attribution and on examination of the standpoint of the
author.

Sections B and C:

Answers must have range and depth to access higher levels. Candidates need to deploy
precise contextual knowledge.

Candidates should avoid a narrative/ descriptive approach which undermines analysis.

Candidates must be aware of key dates to provide an effective chronological framework.

Candidates should try to explore the links between issues in order to facilitate a logical
analysis.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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