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Introduction
Centres and candidates are to be congratulated for their performance this examination 
series, as examiners reported that the majority of candidates understood the essential 
requirements of the Unit 2 examination with the different focus of the two parts of the 
question. There was a wide range of responses seen across the mark range.

At the highest levels of attainment, there was impressive work. 

However, it is again disappointing to note that there was a significant minority of candidates 
seen in this exam series who performed poorly, both in terms of their skills set and their 
knowledge base.

In part (a), many candidates understand the language of cross referencing, but did not 
actually engage fully in the processes of cross referencing, merely asserting agreement or 
disagreement between sources without explaining its basis. There seemed to be an increase 
this series in this kind of approach, making it very hard for candidates to move beyond 
level 2 even where they clearly understand the issues raised by the sources. Also in this 
series, there appeared to be a number of candidates who were using their own knowledge 
to develop points raised in the content of the sources in this question in this exam series. 
There is no credit for this in part (a) and these candidates waste time that would be better 
spent developing those aspects of the answer that do gain credit – cross referencing, a 
consideration of provenance linked to the arguments and judgements. 

In part (b), it was again disappointing to note that a significant minority of candidates 
relied very heavily on the material in the sources, which was not always fully understood. 
In some cases, there was no evidence of any own knowledge being used at all. Centres are 
reminded that candidates are expected to have some range and depth of knowledge that 
can be applied to the part (b) questions. Some candidates appeared to view both parts of 
the examination as relating solely to the use of sources. The best answers used the sources 
to shape the argument and raise issues which were supported and developed with the use 
of detailed and specific own knowledge. Despite comments in many previous examiners’ 
reports regarding the focus of AO2b, this issue continues to pose a challenge for many 
candidates. A significant number of candidates commented to a greater or lesser extent on 
provenance in their responses to part (b) in this exam series. Such comments are frequently 
very generic – the historian can be trusted because they have the benefit of hindsight or 
they cannot be trusted because they were not an eye witness to the event. In any event, 
such comments, even if well developed, generally do not contribute to AO2b, which is what 
is being tested in part (b). Candidates would do well to develop their arguments in relation 
to the question, rather than write whole paragraphs on provenance which can earn no credit 
under AO2b.

Candidates should take care that they can spell technical words and significant names 
correctly, especially when those words and names form part of the question or the sources. 
Where candidates have a few minutes left at the end of the exam, they would be well 
advised to check their work. There were a number of candidates who used the word 
‘infer’ extensively, without actually understanding its meaning. There also appeared to 
be an increase in scripts where the handwriting of candidates proved difficult to read this 
examination series.
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Question 1 (a)
This question worked well and the sources presented few difficulties for candidates, 
although there were some phrases that were not fully understood or were taken out of 
context by some candidates such as ‘the Government has been foolish’ in Source 2. Some 
excellent answers were seen where candidates were able to cross reference with confidence, 
consider the implications of the provenance and reach measured judgements in relation 
to the question. Whilst most candidates attempted to engage in some cross referencing, 
there was a minority that took a source by source approach with no consideration of the 
provenance of the sources. There was a tendency in a number of responses to deal with 
provenance in a rather generic way rather than focusing it clearly on the sources that were 
represented. Very few candidates appreciated that Source 1 was a letter to a newspaper 
referencing an article that had appeared in the newspaper.
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This is a secure level 3 response. It engages in some developed 
cross referencing, although not all opportunities for this are 
taken. There is some consideration of the provenance and this 
is integrated into the argument although it is not extensive.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (b) (i) 
This question was answered by the majority of the candidates, most of whom found the 
sources accessible and were able to use these together with varying amounts of own knowl-
edge to produce a range of responses. Many candidates were more effective on either pre-
1882 or post-1882. The most impressive responses clearly understood the dividing line pro-
vided by the date in the question and were able to develop a range of valid arguments that 
focused on the significance of events before and after this date. Weaker responses generally 
relied very heavily on the sources and provided very limited evidence of knowledge beyond 
what was there. Some candidates were unsure as to the date of Parnell's death which led 
them to credit him with the Second Home Rule Bill and, in a few cases, also with the Third. 
It was disappointing to note that once again this year many candidates were still making 
generic points, some at great length, regarding provenance which cannot be rewarded 
under AO2b. This issue has been highlighted in previous reports, but the continuing practice 
disadvantages candidates who spend time that would be more usefully spent on focusing on 
the question.
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This response takes a source by source approach paraphrasing 
the content of each source in turn and using some relevant own 
knowledge to develop what is in the source. This makes it very 
difficult to pick up on the key date of 1882 and the answer is not 
well focused on this. This response achieved a low level 3 for AO1 
and level 2/3 margins for AO2.

Examiner Comments

It is a good idea to plan answers so that the 
organisation of the essay avoids a source by source 
approach which makes developed argument more 
tricky.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (b) (ii)
This question was answered by only a small number of candidates, most of whom found the 
sources accessible and were able to use them to create a debate about the issues. In view 
of the limited own knowledge that most responses displayed on this topic, the sources were 
the basis for the answers produced by many of the candidates attempting this question. 
There were very few impressive answers seen to this question. 

It was disappointing to note that once again this year many candidates were still making 
generic points, some at great length, regarding provenance which cannot be rewarded 
under AO2b. This issue has been highlighted in previous reports, but the continuing practice 
disadvantages candidates who spend time that would be more usefully spent on focusing on 
the question.
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This response is clearly using the sources for information only 
and whilst there is some implicit analysis it is derived from the 
sources. This is level 2 in both assessment objectives.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (a)
Candidates clearly found all of the sources accessible and many recognised that they 
could be seen to both support the view expressed in the question and to offer alternative 
explanations.  Most candidates attempted to cross reference in their responses; at the lower 
levels this generally involved taking the sources at face value and matching quotes, whilst 
at the higher levels, candidates were able to make nuanced points based on the sources. 
There were relatively few candidates approaching this question on a source by source basis. 
Most candidates attempted to consider the provenance, but at the lower levels this tended 
to amount to assertions and generalised comments such as 'Source 10 is biased because it 
is by Gandhi'. Some candidates also experienced some difficulty in locating the Round Table 
Conference. A significant minority of candidates misspelled Gandhi; it is important that well 
known names, especially when actually the author of one of the sources, should be correctly 
spelled. 
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This is clearly a level 2 response. There is some understanding of the 
issues, but the answer makes a series of statements that do not amount 
to cross referencing of the sources. Provenance is not considered. This 
response lacks both the depth and the range that is required for level 3.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b) (i)
This question was answered by about half of the candidates, most of whom found the 
sources accessible and were able to use them to create a debate about the issues. The 
source that posed the biggest problem to candidates was Source 15, which was not 
always used as effectively as the other two sources. Most candidates demonstrated some 
knowledge of this period, although this varied greatly in range and depth, writing about the 
partition of Bengal, the First World War, Rowlatt Acts and Amritsar. Where candidates linked 
this knowledge securely to the focus of the question and argued in both directions, they 
were able to produce highly effective responses. A number of candidates tended to focus 
on the post-war period, and a significant number of descriptions of events at Amritsar were 
seen. 

It was disappointing to note that once again this year many candidates were still making 
generic points, some at great length, regarding provenance which cannot be rewarded 
under AO2b. This issue has been highlighted in previous reports, but the continuing practice 
disadvantages candidates who spend time that would be more usefully spent on focusing on 
the question.
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This response is level 2 in both assessment objectives. It makes a series of 
statements that are not always clearly linked to each other. Most points made 
are raised from the sources which have been paraphrased. Whilst it understands 
the broad approach that is required in this question, it lacks development and 
explanation and most of the own knowledge is very generalised. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b) (ii)
This question was answered by about half of the candidates, most of whom found the 
sources accessible and were able to use them to create a debate about the issues. Some 
very impressive answers were seen to this question where candidates took the issues raised 
by the sources and developed them with excellent own knowledge to produce measured 
judgements in response to the question. Most candidates were able to discuss the roles 
played by both Jinnah and Congress, although many did not go beyond these two elements 
to consider any other factors. However, responses were also seen where the candidates had 
very limited own knowledge and relied heavily on paraphrasing the content of the sources, 
not always with a secure understanding of their message.  

It was disappointing to note that once again this year many candidates were still making 
generic points, some at great length, regarding provenance which cannot be rewarded 
under AO2b. This issue has been highlighted in previous reports, but the continuing practice 
disadvantages candidates who spend time that would be more usefully spent on focusing on 
the question.
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This response clearly understands the focus of the question and uses the 
sources to drive an argument which is supported by some detailed own 
knowledge. There is clear evidence of the issue being debated and a judgement 
being reached. AO1 is level 4 and the sources, which are not quite fully 
activated, is at the level 3/4 margins.

Examiner Comments

It can be helpful practice to reference the core 
arguments in the sources in the introduction, in order 
to shape the direction of the essay.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

All Questions

1. Candidates should proof read their answers at the end of the examination, and correct 
any instances where they have incorrectly labelled a source, used the wrong names or 
the wrong dates.

2. Candidates need to use the terms ‘implies’ and ‘infers’ correctly.  Candidates should 
argue that a source implies something and that they, the reader, infer from it.

3. Too many candidates are using phrases such as ‘using the sources as a set’, without 
actually engaging in that task.

Part A

1. Candidates should spend sufficient time reading the sources to ensure that they 
understand the nuances of the arguments presented.

2. Candidates should treat the sources as a package in order to facilitate cross referencing. 
Weaker candidates work though sources sequentially. Such responses cannot go beyond 
level 2.

3. Provenance should be integrated within the argument and decisions need to be made 
on the relative strengths and weaknesses of the sources.  The attributes of the sources 
should be discussed, not described. This aids the use of provenance as part of the 
argument. Candidates should avoid making sweeping assertions from the provenance 
that could apply to any source and avoid labelling a source as both reliable and 
unreliable without coming to any judgement on its worth.  

4. The best responses cross reference not only the content of the sources, but also 
their provenance.  This enables candidates to weigh the sources and reach supported 
judgements. 

5. There are no marks available for knowledge in part (a).  Candidates should avoid 
arguing from their knowledge since it cannot be credited. 

Part B

1. Candidates need to ensure that their subject knowledge conforms to the specification. 
Weaker responses usually relied very heavily on information derived primarily from the 
sources.

2. In order to address the question effectively, candidates need to offer an analysis driven 
by the arguments raised in the sources.  Sources should be used to develop lines of 
argument and reasoning rather than used for information to develop a descriptive 
answer.

3. Whilst it may be relevant to use the provenance of the contemporary source(s) to judge 
the weight that can be assigned to the argument, there is no such requirement for 
the secondary sources and it is not rewarded in A02b. Many candidates still engage in 
generalised comments that a particular historian is, or is not, reliable at the expense of 
developing argument and analysis tested by specific own knowledge.  

4. Candidates need to ensure that they are aware of the focus of the question and the time 
period specified. They should maintain the focus throughout their answer and avoid 
straying into irrelevant areas that cannot be rewarded.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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