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Introduction
Centres and candidates are to be congratulated for their performance this examination 
series, as examiners reported that the majority of candidates understood the essential 
requirements of the Unit 2 examination with the different focus of the two parts of the 
question. There was a wide range of responses seen across the mark range.

At the highest levels of attainment, there was impressive work. 

However, it is again disappointing to note that there was a significant minority of candidates 
seen in this exam series who performed poorly, both in terms of their skills set and their 
knowledge base.

In part (a), many candidates understand the language of cross referencing, but did not 
actually engage fully in the processes of cross referencing, merely asserting agreement or 
disagreement between sources without explaining its basis. There seemed to be an increase 
this series in this kind of approach, this making it very hard for candidates to move beyond 
level 2 even where they clearly understand the issues raised by the sources. Also in this 
series, there appeared to be a number of candidates who were using their own knowledge 
to develop points raised in the content of the sources. There is no credit for this in part(a) 
and these candidates waste time that would be better spent developing those aspects of the 
answer that do gain credit – cross referencing, a consideration of provenance linked to the 
arguments and judgements. 

In part (b), it was again disappointing to note that a significant minority of candidates 
relied very heavily on the material in the sources, which was not always fully understood. 
In some cases, there was no evidence of any own knowledge being used at all. Centres are 
reminded that candidates are expected to have some range and depth of knowledge that 
can be applied to the part (b) questions. Some candidates appeared to view both parts of 
the examination as relating solely to the use of sources. The best answers used the sources 
to shape the argument and raise issues which were supported and developed with the use 
of detailed and specific own knowledge. Despite comments in many previous examiners’ 
reports regarding the focus of AO2b, this issue continues to pose a challenge for many 
candidates. A significant number of candidates commented to a greater or lesser extent on 
provenance in their responses to part (b) in this exam series. Such comments are frequently 
very generic – the historian can be trusted because they have the benefit of hindsight or 
they cannot be trusted because they were not an eye witness to the event. In any event, 
such comments, even if well developed, generally do not contribute to AO2b, which is what 
is being tested in part (b). Candidates would do well to develop their arguments in relation 
to the question, rather than write whole paragraphs on provenance which can earn no credit 
under AO2b. 

Candidates should take care that they can spell technical words and significant names 
correctly, especially when those words and names form part of the question or the sources. 
Where candidates have a few minutes left at the end of the exam, they would be well 
advised to check their work. There were a number of candidates who used the word 
‘infer’ extensively, without actually understanding its meaning. There also appeared to 
be an increase in scripts where the handwriting of candidates proved difficult to read this 
examination series.
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Question 1

Question 1(a)

This question worked well and the sources presented few difficulties for candidates, 
although there were some phrases that were not fully understood and some misreading of 
aspects of the sources such as a number of candidates believed that Longfellow was the 
patron saint of the sick. Some candidates suggested that Source 3 was a photograph. This 
set of sources offered candidates many opportunities for cross referencing. Despite this, 
there remain a significant minority of candidates who do not cross reference. This exam 
series saw an increase in the number of candidates who treated the sources separately. 
They often evaluated them, sometimes very well, in relation to the question focus, but did 
not cross reference them. 

Better responses were able to show how Sources 2 and 3 contrasted with Source 1, both as 
regards the question as well as the context. Many candidates were able to indicate the role 
of provenance in Source 1 in a very effective way. The use of provenance for Sources 2 and 
3 often tended to be rather more generic in its approach. Candidates only rarely referenced 
the dates of the sources in their responses. There was some increase in the use of own 
knowledge in responses to this question, which cannot be credited. Candidates should be 
able to spell key names correctly; a minority referred to Florence Knightingale. Whilst some 
impressive level 4 responses were seen, there was a decrease in this series in the number 
of candidates who engaged in fully developed judgements in their responses.
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This response achieves level 3. It contains some valid cross 
referencing of the sources, although it is not very wide ranging. 
Provenance is considered, although it is not integrated within the 
argument and is left to the penultimate paragraph of the response.

Examiner Comments

There is no credit available in this question for elaborating 
on the content of the sources with own knowledge; 
this merely wastes valuable time that could be used to 
develop the cross referencing more thoroughly.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1(b)(i)

This question was answered by about half of the candidates, most of whom found the 
sources accessible. There were some impressive answers seen in response to this question 
with candidates who were able to develop the arguments raised in the sources and link 
this to specific detail about issues such as the Khaki election, concentration camps and the 
cultural enthusiasm displayed for Empire. Such answers also often successfully engaged the 
notion of change over the period of the war. Weaker responses tended to take the sources 
at face value, often struggling to interpret the message of Source 5 and the reference to 
Hobson in Source 6. A few candidates were sidelined by a focus on patriotism rather than 
imperialism, but some were able to validly argue that patriotism did not always equate with 
enthusiasm for Empire. 

It was disappointing to note that once again this year, many candidates were still making 
generic points, some at great length, regarding provenance which cannot be rewarded 
under AO2b. This issue has been highlighted in previous reports, but the continuing practice 
disadvantages candidates who spend time that would be more usefully spent on focusing on 
the question.
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This response is not very well organised, but it does make a 
number of points that are clearly linked to the focus of the 
question and supported by some relevant own knowledge. It is 
therefore a level 3 response for AO1. However, the sources are 
largely only used to provide some information in the form of 
brief quotes. This means that for AO2, the response is in level 2.

Examiner Comments

Planning the answer means that the 
material can be used to best effect.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1(b)(ii)

This question was answered by about half of the candidates, most of whom found the 
sources accessible and were able to use them to create a debate about the issues. The 
most confident responses displayed a very detailed use of own knowledge in support of 
their argument, clearly set against an accurate analysis of the three sources. There was, 
however, in many responses, a tendency to paraphrase the sources, especially Source 7, 
and use source derived details to inform and support most of their answer. This led to an 
over-reliance on the role of alcohol. The knowledge of strikes and measures taken by the 
government to improve or control the war effort was limited in many responses.  

It was disappointing to note that once again this year many candidates were still making 
generic points, some at great length, regarding provenance which cannot be rewarded 
under AO2b. This issue has been highlighted in previous reports, but the continuing practice 
disadvantages candidates who spend time that would be more usefully spent on focusing on 
the question.
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This response does deal with some relevant issues 
drawn from the sources with some support, but neither 
is developed very far and for this reason the response 
achieves level 2/3 margins for both assessment objectives.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2

Question 2(a)

Candidates found the sources accessible and many recognised that the sources could be 
seen to both challenge and support the view expressed in the question. Some took a source 
by source approach, and these candidates often did analyse the message of the sources, 
although they could not achieve the higher levels which do require clearly developed 
cross referencing to take place. Many candidates did not make developed comments on 
the provenance of the sources, especially Source 11, though a number identified both 
the author and date. A number of candidates confused Emily Davies (Source 10) with 
Emily Davison. There was some increase in the use of own knowledge in responses to 
this question, which cannot be credited. Whilst some impressive level 4 responses were 
seen, there was a decrease this series in the number of candidates who engaged in fully 
developed judgements in their responses. Few candidates explicitly considered the weight of 
the evidence, and those that did found it hard to apply that when reaching a judgement.
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This response attempts to cross reference quite a lot, 
although it is not always done successfully. Some attempt 
at judgement is made. Provenance is present in the answer, 
but is rather generic in its approach. This combination 
means that this response is a secure level 3 answer.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2(b)(i)

This question was attempted by only a relatively small number of candidates, most of whom 
found the sources accessible. There was a range of responses to be seen. Most candidates 
were able to comment on individual Liberals such as Asquith and Lloyd George. There 
was less knowledge relating to the Labour party and specific Labour members, though 
some candidates mentioned either Keir Hardie, MacDonald or occasionally Lansbury. Most 
candidates had some knowledge of the Conciliation Bills and of militancy, although this was 
not always extensive in depth. The most impressive responses demonstrated detailed and 
specific knowledge and were able to link this to issues generated by the sources. Weaker 
responses tended to rely heavily on the material provided in the sources. 

It was disappointing to note that once again this year many candidates were still making 
generic points, some at great length, regarding provenance which cannot be rewarded 
under AO2b. This issue has been highlighted in previous reports, but the continuing practice 
disadvantages candidates who spend time that would be more usefully spent on focusing on 
the question.
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This answer clearly works from the sources and argues 
a very convincing case which is supported by some 
reference to own knowledge of the material. The candidate 
clearly understood the question focus – dealing with 
‘public life’ in its broadest sense, not just with the vote. It 
was awarded level 4 in both assessment objectives.

Examiner Comments

Candidates are reminded that there is no 
requirement to consider the provenance 
of the sources in question B and no credit 
has been awarded to the response for this.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2(b)(ii)

This question was clearly the more popular choice with candidates, most of whom found 
the sources very accessible. The most successful answers were able to apply specific and 
detailed knowledge and link this clearly to the issues raised by the sources, focussing 
securely on whether or not there was ‘little impact’. Such answers clearly debated the 
contrasting views expressed in Sources 16 and 17. There were a number of candidates 
who did not tackle the question as set, but looked either at the impact of the First World 
War or the reasons for granting women the vote. There were a significant number of 
candidates whose supporting own knowledge in this mainstream topic was very limited in 
both depth and range, even where the argument was effective, and this clearly impacted on 
achievement.  Some candidates whose own knowledge was thin tended to describe in some 
detail the pre-war activities of the suffragettes, generally not linking this material to the 
focus of the question. 

It was disappointing to note that once again this year many candidates were still making 
generic points, some at great length, regarding provenance which cannot be rewarded 
under AO2b. This issue has been highlighted in previous reports, but the continuing practice 
disadvantages candidates who spend time that would be more usefully spent on focusing on 
the question.
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This response takes a source by source approach to the 
question, which makes it difficult to develop analysis. The 
answer does argue a number of points, but relies heavily on 
generalised contextual knowledge rather than on specific detail. 
For AO1, this answer achieved a low level 3. The sources 
were occasionally argued from, but were also often used for 
information, so in AO2 this response at the L2/3 margins. 

Examiner Comments

Planning an answer means that an answer is likely 
to move away from a source by source approach 
and this is likely to encourage higher level analysis.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

All Questions

• Candidates should proof read their answers at the end of the examination, and   
 correct any instances where they have incorrectly labelled a source, used the wrong  
 names or the wrong dates.

• Candidates need to use the terms ‘implies’ and ‘infers’ correctly.  Candidates should  
 argue that a source implies something and that they, the reader, infer from it.

• Too many candidates are using phrases such as ‘using the sources as a set’, without  
 actually engaging in that task.

Part (a)

• Candidates should spend sufficient time reading the sources to ensure that they   
 understand the nuances of the arguments presented.

• Candidates should treat the sources as a package in order to facilitate cross    
 referencing. Weaker candidates work though sources sequentially. Such responses   
 cannot go beyond level 2.

• Provenance should be integrated within the argument and decisions need to be   
 made on the relative strengths and weaknesses of the sources.  The attributes   
 of the sources should be discussed, not described. This aids the use of provenance   
 as part of the argument. Candidates should avoid making sweeping assertions from  
 the provenance that could apply to any source and avoid labelling a source as   
 both reliable and unreliable without coming to any judgement on its worth.  

• The best responses cross reference not only the content of the sources, but also   
 their provenance.  This enables candidates to weigh the sources and reach supported  
 judgements. 

• There are no marks available for knowledge in part (a). Candidates should avoid   
 arguing from their knowledge since it cannot be credited. 

Part (b)

• Candidates need to ensure that their subject knowledge conforms to the specification.  
 Weaker responses usually relied very heavily on information derived primarily from   
 the sources.

• In order to address the question effectively, candidates need to offer an analysis   
 driven by the arguments raised in the sources.  Sources should be used to develop   
 lines of argument and reasoning rather than used for information to develop a   
 descriptive answer.

• Whilst it may be relevant to use the provenance of the contemporary source(s)   
 to judge the weight that can be assigned to the argument, there is no such    
 requirement for the secondary sources and it is not rewarded in A02b.     
 Many candidates still engage in generalised comments that a particular historian is   
 or is not reliable at the expense of developing argument and analysis tested by   
 specific own knowledge.  

• Candidates need to ensure that they are aware of the focus of the question and the   
 time period specified. They should maintain the focus throughout their answer and   
 avoid straying into irrelevant areas that cannot be rewarded.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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