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Introduction
Examiners reported that the majority of candidates understood the essential requirements 
of the Unit 2 examination. Many were able to structure their work effectively, addressing the 
specific focus of both the Part A and Part B questions and writing with understanding and 
insight about the key themes. 

At the highest levels of attainment, there was impressive work. 

However, it is disappointing to note that there were a minority of candidates seen in 
this exam series who did not perform as well, both in terms of their skills set and their 
knowledge base.

In Part A, many candidates were able to use the language of cross referencing, but a 
significant number often matched statements that showed a comparison for agree or 
disagree and did not explain or draw out the inferences that are necessary to develop a 
cross reference. There seemed to be an increase this series in the number of candidates 
who worked through the sources sequentially; this makes it very hard for candidates to 
cross reference effectively and move beyond Level 2. There also appeared to be an increase 
in the number of candidates who were using their own knowledge to develop points raised 
in the content of the sources in this question in this exam series. There is no credit for this 
in Part A and as such, these candidates waste time that would be better spent developing 
those aspects of the answer that do gain credit – cross referencing, a consideration of 
provenance linked to the arguments and judgements. 

In Part B, it was again disappointing to note that a minority of candidates relied very heavily 
on the material in the sources, which was not always securely understood. In a small 
number of cases, there was no evidence of any own knowledge at all being used. Centres 
are reminded that candidates are expected to have some range and depth of knowledge 
that can be applied to the Part B questions. There also appeared to be an increase in the 
number of responses seen this year where candidates used their own knowledge to create 
the line of argument and made only passing reference to the sources. The best answers 
made use of both elements, using the sources to shape the argument and own knowledge 
to develop the points raised. Despite comments in previous examiners’ reports, even more 
candidates appeared to comment on provenance in their responses to Part B in this exam 
series. Such comments are often very generic – the historian can be trusted because they 
have the benefit of hindsight (or they cannot be trusted because they were not an eye 
witness to the event). In any event, such comments, even if well developed, generally do 
not contribute to AO2b, which is what is being tested in Part B. Candidates would do well to 
develop their arguments in relation to the question, rather than write whole paragraphs on 
provenance which can earn no credit under AO2b. 

Candidates should take care that they can spell technical words correctly, especially when 
those words form part of the question or the sources. The usage of ‘bias’ seems to have 
increased again this year and brings with it all the variant misspellings – biast and biasicity 
to name but two.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1
Question 1 was significantly more popular than Question 2 with 6785 entries compared to 
866.

Question 1 (a)

Overall, this question was completed fairly well, with many candidates selecting evidence 
well from the sources that supported arguments for and against the statement in the 
question. Many candidates were able to cross reference the sources and consider the 
attributes of the sources and so access Level 3. The best responses successfully cross 
referenced the provenance of the sources and were able to use this as a basis for reaching 
a supported judgement based on the validity of the evidence. Most candidates were able to 
identify religious reasons for Cromwell’s downfall, and most also identified the alternative 
reason in the role of the nobility by linking comments in Source 3 with reference to Norfolk 
in Source 2. Some candidates missed clues in the source, such as ‘heresies’ in Source 3 
together with its reference to Cromwell’s treatment of Robert Barnes, which then restricted 
their ability to use Source 3 to cross reference with Sources 1 and 2 for agreement. Many 
candidates are able to describe the provenance of the sources but too few really use the 
sources as evidence and struggle to move beyond claims such as that Sources 1 and 2 were 
French and therefore ‘biased’. There are still a significant number of candidates who work 
through the sources sequentially or set quotations for agree and disagree side by side rather 
than developing cross-references. These candidates cannot progress beyond Level 2. Rather 
unusually, a number of candidates used a significant amount of knowledge to address this 
question. This is not credited in assessment objective A02a. There were also a number of 
candidates who did not proof read their responses before the end of the examination and 
did not pick up on the occasions in which they referred to Cromwell as Wolsey.
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This is a Level 4 response. The candidate cross references the sources 
throughout the answer and draws well considered inferences from the sources 
to develop the argument. The reasons for Cromwell’s downfall are explored 
in detail; the candidate identifies two alternatives (disobedience to the king 
and the enmity of the nobility) to the given factor, religious beliefs, and uses 
the attributes of the sources to weigh the relative significance of the factors. 
There is a good example of the candidate using contextual understanding of 
the issue to assess the reliability of Source 1. The conclusion arises out of the 
judgements that the candidate has made in the body of the answer and is 
based on a careful weighing of the sources.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (b) (i)

This response drew a good number of responses but was not as popular as 1(b)(ii). Some 
candidates did find both the topic and the source material challenging, but there were also 
a pleasing number of very competent Level 4 answers where candidates had managed to 
incorporate a range of own knowledge thoroughly integrated with the sources. The best 
responses had a good grasp of the conceptual focus of the question and were able to test 
the representation in the sources on the basis of a sound knowledge. Able candidates were 
able to deploy knowledge on Henry’s acquisition wealth and of power over the church, the 
potential growth of parliamentary power with the potential and actual threats of rebellion 
at home and aggression from the Catholic powers of Europe. Such candidates picked up 
on references in Source 5 to the work of Cranmer and Foxe in claiming that ‘the kings of 
England had no superiors on earth’ to enable the use of their knowledge of collectanea 
satis copiosa and the Act in Restraint of Appeals to explore the issue further. Some 
candidates questioned the claim in Source 4 that Henry had ‘public support’ by considering 
the challenge posed to Henry in the Pilgrimage of Grace. Many candidates did find it hard 
to move beyond the content of the sources and although they were able to score highly 
in A02b by developing reason and argument, they were less successful in achieving in 
A01. There are still a significant number of candidates that discuss the provenance of the 
secondary sources. There are no marks available for the evaluation of source attributes in 
A02b and candidates should avoid using the sources for this purpose.
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This is a secure Level 4 for both assessment objectives. The candidate uses 
the sources to identify two conflicting representations, the increase in royal 
authority and the constraints on royal power as a result of the increasing 
influence of parliament, in the introduction. Throughout the answer, secure 
knowledge is integrated with the source material. The sources are used 
to explore and sustain the argument. The conclusion is very strong; the 
arguments in the sources are debated and a clear judgement is reached.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (b) (ii)

This was the most popular question in Part b and it was generally tackled well. The sources 
were analysed well, with many candidates achieving Level 3. The majority of candidates 
were able to use the sources to identify the conflicting claims by the authors and organised 
their responses to address these claims. The candidates who really knew Wolsey were able 
to get their teeth into this question very well, with many including references to all the key 
areas of Wolsey’s domestic policies. It was pleasing to see many candidates being able to 
recall very precise facts and figures relating to Wolsey’s domestic policy, and these were 
often analysed well in relation to the question. Other candidates were more limited in their 
knowledge. A significant number of candidates were unaware of the differences between 
Star Chamber, the Court of Chancery and the Court of Requests, and thus argued that 
Wolsey encouraged the poor to bring cases before Star Chamber. Some had little knowledge 
to offer beyond the failure of the Amicable Grant and other candidates focused on foreign 
policy. A careful reading of the question and the use of a plan could be used effectively to 
avoid such errors. Some candidates used the sources to drive the analysis and used them 
effectively to debate the issues and reach a sustained judgement based upon the sources 
tested by own knowledge. However, a significant number of candidates struggled to reach 
a sustained conclusion here, with many simply summarising that there were some positives 
and some negatives in Wolsey’s domestic policy. 
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This response achieved Level 4 for both assessment 
objectives. The sources are used to identify conflicting 
opinions about the extent to which Wolsey succeeded as 
Henry’s chief minister and detailed knowledge is used to 
test these opinions. The argument is sustained throughout 
the answer leading to a well considered judgement in the 
conclusion.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2

Question 2 (a)

This question was handled quite well. Many candidates were able to identify evidence to 
support the claim that Essex was responsible for his own downfall, and to contrast this 
with alternative inferences drawn from the sources that Elizabeth’s indulgence of Essex 
contributed to his fall or that he was ‘misled’ by his followers. Some candidates successfully 
cross referenced the provenance of the sources and were able to use this as a basis for 
reaching a supported judgement based on the validity of the evidence. In many cases 
candidates picked evidence supporting Essex’s downfall being down to his own actions 
better than they selected evidence for other factors from the sources. Some picked up that 
the influence of others was a possible factor from the sources quite well, but others found it 
difficult  to clearly differentiate between the fault of Essex and the fault of the Queen. Most 
candidates were able to note the provenance, but for many, there was little development 
beyond simple comments such as ‘Source 12 can be trusted because Essex would not lie’. 
Candidates need to explore the validity of the sources in order to reach a judgement in 
relation to the question.
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This is a Level 4 response. The candidate uses the sources in the 
introduction to identify an alternative reason (Elizabeth’s role) to the 
given factor that Essex was responsible for his own downfall. The 
candidate proceeds to examine Essex’s own culpability, cross referencing 
all three sources and considering their attributes to treat the sources 
as evidence rather than as information. The alternative argument 
is examined more briefly but secure skills in cross referencing are 
demonstrated. The conclusion is secure, with the weight of the sources 
used to reach the judgement.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b) (i)

Many candidates chose this question, although 2(b)(ii) was more popular. It was answered 
well overall, with candidates being able to integrate the evidence of the sources from 
their own knowledge. Most candidates were able to distinguish between the conflicting 
representations in the sources and so debate the failures of Parliament in comparison to 
James’ extravagance and intransigence as a primary cause of the financial problems. Some 
candidates had an excellent depth and breadth of knowledge and were able to explore 
the financial problems inherited from Elizabeth, the adequacy of parliamentary subsidies, 
the issue of monopolies and purveyance, and the failure of the Great Contract as well as 
considering James’ extravagance. However, some candidates were not so well prepared, 
and relied on snippets of detail alone (such as James having a big family and so needing 
more money) to prop up analysis. Sources were handled well overall, although to some the 
final source from Parliament caused a little confusion. Some candidates struggle to reach a 
judgement, with many candidates summarising that in some ways it was and in some ways 
it was not the fault of Parliament. 
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This response achieved Level 4 for A01 and level 3 for A02b. The key 
issues are identified from the sources and outlined in the introduction. 
The candidate uses the sources effectively to consider the various 
alternatives, but the use of developed knowledge is the stronger 
skill demonstrated in this answer. The conclusion is rather brief and 
summarises the views in the sources rather than developing a secure 
judgement. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b) (ii)

This question elicited some of the best responses on the paper. Many candidates who 
attempted this question produced answers which integrated sources with well developed 
own knowledge. The best answers were able to identify the conflicting representations in 
the sources and to compare the relative significance in the worsening relations between king 
and parliament of the role of Charles I to the attitudes and actions of Parliament itself. Many 
candidates identified the role of Buckingham, particularly in reference to foreign policy, as a 
separate cause; stronger candidates realised that Buckingham was an example of tensions 
between Crown and Parliament rather than a separate factor. Responses demonstrated a 
good understanding of Charles’ belief in Divine Right. Stronger candidates also examined 
the role religion played and considered Laud’s promotion and Parliament’s fear of Charles 
ruling as an Absolute Monarch. Some candidates were able to link factors together and 
used the sources to support and challenge points they made, but sometimes the knowledge 
was applied too descriptively rather than analytically. 
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This response achieved Level 4 for A01 and Level 3 for A02b. The candidate 
identifies three possible reasons for the worsening relations between Charles 
and Parliament in the introduction; Charles’ attitude and actions, foreign 
policy in the hands of Buckingham and religious disputes. The answer is 
organised around an assessment of the relative significance of these factors. 
The knowledge developed is detailed and focused on the question. The use 
of the sources is not quite as strong and the response is driven more by 
knowledge than sources. The response reaches a clear judgement.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

All Questions

• Candidates should proof read their answers at the end of the examination and correct 
any instances where they have incorrectly labelled a source, used the wrong names or 
the wrong dates.

• Candidates need to use the terms ‘implies’ and ‘infers’ correctly. Candidates should 
argue that a source implies something and that they, the reader, infer from it.

• Too many candidates are using certain phrases, such as ‘using the sources as a set’, as 
a substitute for actually engaging in the task that they are claiming.

Part A

• Candidates should spend sufficient time reading the sources to ensure that they 
understand the nuances of the arguments presented.

• Candidates should treat the sources as a package in order to facilitate cross referencing. 
Candidates who work though sources sequentially cannot go beyond Level 2.

• Provenance should be integrated within the argument, rather than treated as a stand-
alone paragraph. The attributes of the sources should be discussed, not described. This 
aids the use of provenance as part of the argument. Candidates should avoid making 
sweeping assertions from the provenance that could apply to any source. 

• Cross referencing not only the content of the sources, but also their provenance, 
enables candidates to weight the sources and reach supported judgements.

• There are no marks available for knowledge in Part A. Candidates should avoid arguing 
from their knowledge since it cannot be credited. 

Part B

• Candidates need to ensure that their subject knowledge conforms to the specification, 
rather than rely heavily on information derived primarily from the sources.

• In order to address the question effectively, candidates need to offer an analysis driven 
by the arguments raised in the sources, not a descriptive or chronological account.

• Whilst it may be relevant to use the provenance of the contemporary source(s) to judge 
the weight that can be assigned to the argument, there is no such requirement for 
the secondary sources and it is not rewarded in A02b. Many candidates still engage in 
generalised comments that a particular historian is or is not reliable at the expense of 
developing argument and analysis tested by specific own knowledge.  

• Candidates need to ensure that they are aware of the focus of the question and that 
they maintain the focus throughout their answer, to avoid straying into irrelevant areas 
that cannot be rewarded.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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