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Introduction
It was pleasing to see a good standard of responses from many candidates in this 
examination series. Indeed, many candidates wrote with understanding and insight about 
the key themes.

The paper requires candidates to answer two questions in 80 minutes. Examiners 
commented on the fact that, in this series, many candidates had clearly used their time to 
very good effect. Although some responses were quite brief, there was little evidence of 
candidates having insufficient time to answer both questions.

There was a wide range of responses across the mark range, but the paper appears to have 
worked, in the sense that the most able were stretched whilst the the full range of candiates 
were able to attempt answers to both parts of the examination.

In part A, most candidates were able to use the language of cross-referencing, but a 
significant number often matched statements that showed a comparison for agree or 
disagree and did not explain or draw out the inferences that are necessary to develop a 
cross-reference.  In part B, it was again disappointing to note that a significant minority of 
candidates relied very heavily on the material in the sources, which was not always securely 
understood. Centres are reminded that candidates are expected to have a reasonable range 
and depth of knowledge that can be applied to the part B questions. Despite comments 
in previous examiners’ reports, many candidates continue to comment on provenance in 
their responses to part B. Such comments are often very generic e.g. "the historian can be 
trusted because they have the benefit of hindsight" or "they cannot be trusted because they 
were not an eye witness to the event". Such comments, even if well developed, generally 
do not contribute to AO2b, which is being tested in question B. Candidates would do well to 
develop their arguments in relation to the question, rather than write whole paragraphs on 
provenance which can earn no credit under AO2b. 

Candidates should take care to spell technical words correctly, especially when those 
words form part of the question or the sources. Some candidates over used words such as 
‘inference’ and did not have a secure understanding of their meaning. Overall, however, the 
language used by candidates seemed to contain fewer colloquialisms and abbreviations this 
year than in previous examinations.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1 (a)

Most candidates were able to access this question in a straightforward way and it was 
pleasing to note that examiners commented that fewer source by source approaches were 
seen than is usual. The key aspects of each source were largely understood, although 
only a few candidates were able to pick up on the use of ‘some’ in Sources 1 and 2, and a 
significant minority misread Source 1 and its reference to ‘most soldiers strongly objected 
to going there’, wrongly taking this to mean Mary Seacole’s establishment.  This clearly 
impacted on the line of argument in these responses. 

Many candidates were able to comment effectively on the provenance of Source 3, although 
fewer picked up on Hall’s role and the fact that for him to be praising, an ‘alternative’ 
practitioner, could be seen as unexpected.
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This is a secure level 4 answer. The sources are used as a set and there is 
sustained cross- referencing throughout the answer which is used as the 
basis on which to reach a judgement. The provenance is considered; had 
this been developed further, the answer would have been high level 4.

Examiner Comments

Candidates could improve their answers by focusing on the 
‘how far’ element of the question more explicitly. This helps 
in the construction of judgements.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (b) (i)

This was the less popular answer of the two questions in this section, but examiners were 
often impressed by the answers that they saw. Stronger candidates were able to link the 
sources with a very wide range of contextual own knowledge which included references to 
the impact of Spion Kop, the concentration camps linked to the work of Emily Hobhouse; 
many examples of jingoism in the media and popular culture and a statistical awareness 
of voter turnout in both the 1900 and 1906 elections.  Stronger answers explored both 
changes over time and the different attitudes among different classes. Some also considered 
whether or not the British public “firmly” supported the Boer War. Many candidates, 
prompted by Source 6, commented on the fact that 

Birmingham was Chamberlain’s stronghold and, again using own knowledge, pointed 
out that support was less outspoken in other parts of the country such as Bristol. 
Weaker answers did not show evidence of the same range of own knowledge available to 
support the arguments, with some responses failing to mention the role of concentration 
camps. Such responses relied heavily on paraphrasing the sources, which were not always 
fully understood or appreciated. It is disappointing to note that a sizeable minority of 
candidates continue to discuss the provenance of the secondary sources, normally in very 
generic terms, which earns them no credit in this question. Time spent on this aspect 
could be well used to develop the line of argument and to incorporate a greater breadth of 
supporting own knowledge.
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This answer uses the sources very well, in combination with each 
other and with an extensive range of specific and detailed own 
knowledge, to drive the argument forward. It achieves a strong 
level 4 in AO2 and secure level 4 for AO1. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (b) (ii)

This was the more popular answer of the two questions in this section. Candidates answered 
this question with varying success. The weaker responses paraphrased the sources around 
the theme of the horror of the trenches, with no real development of argument and counter 
argument. These answers often worked through the sources in sequence, with no attempt 
to draw on more than one source at a time. Any own knowledge that was brought in to 
support this approach was very generic.

Some candidates took the arguments of Source 8 at face value. However, stronger answers 
could demonstrate specific and detailed knowledge of the material and the response was 
placed in the context of the challenge of trench warfare; the response was likely to include 
statistics on how the British army successfully managed to supply the men and provide 
entertainment, rotation and rations.

The very best responses understood that there were different experiences in different 
stages and areas of war. It is disappointing to note that a sizeable minority of candidates 
continue to discuss the provenance of the secondary sources, normally in very generic 
terms, which earns them no credit in this question. Time spent on this issue could be well 
used to develop the line of argument and incorporate a greater breadth of supporting own 
knowledge.
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This answer achieves a secure level 3 in both Assessment Objectives, despite 
some literal reading of the message of Source 8. The candidate is aware 
that there is a debate going on in the sources and brings some specific own 
knowledge to support this debate. The candidate uses the debate in the sources 
as the basis of the response, although the sources and own knowledge are not 
always fully integrated.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (a)

There were a number of effective answers to this question in which candidates 
demonstrated that they were able to cross- reference convincingly the arguments of the 
sources whilst also considering aspects of the provenance in order to reach measured 
judgements. It was pleasing to note that there were a number of candidates who picked up 
on some of the more subtle points that were raised in the sources, particularly in Source 12.

A surprising number of candidates did not tackle the significance of obituaries 
effectively and there were some responses that did not demonstrate understanding of what 
an obituary was. Many answers also failed to pick up on the contrasting evidence provided 
by Sources 11 and 12 regarding Becker’s political involvement in her later years.

Some candidates tended to compare and contrast the sources, but did not relate their 
answers directly to the question. 
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This is an example of a response that improves as it goes on. In the 
second paragraph of the answer, there is some matching of the sources 
rather than genuine cross-referencing. The candidate also makes an 
error in the same paragraph – saying Source 12 when they mean Source 
10. However, the meaning is so clear that there would be no penalty for 
this. As the answer progresses, there is, however, evidence of cross-
referencing in relation to the question and some sensible commentary 
about the provenance of the sources. All of this means that the answer 
eventually scores a sound level 3 mark.  

Examiner Comments

It can be useful to open the answer with an introductory 
paragraph (as this answer does)  which outlines the key 
approaches of the sources and begins to make judgements 
about their relationship to each other. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b) (i)

This was the more popular answer of the two questions in this section. Candidates were 
aware of the meaning of the term ‘angel in the house’ and the question was generally well 
answered. The strongest candidates were able to integrate arguments that were derived 
from the sources with detailed own knowledge that included later 19th century legislation, 
changes in education and the Jackson case, linking these to their impact on the position 
of women. Such answers often realised that legislation did not necessarily equate to real 
progress, even for middle class women. Weaker answers struggled to understand the 
message of Source 14 and tended to paraphrase each source in turn. Where such answers 
had supporting own knowledge, it often amounted to little more than a description of the 
Jackson case.

It is disappointing to note that a sizeable minority of candidates continue to discuss the 
provenance of the secondary sources, normally in very generic terms, which earns them no 
credit in this question. Such time could be well used to develop the line of argument and 
incorporate a greater breadth of supporting own knowledge.
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This response to Q2(b)(i) does take a descriptive approach at times – 
note the section on the Jackson case. However, the candidate is aware 
that there is an argument and counter argument to be addressed. There is 
sufficient argument for this to move into  lower level 3 for AO1, although 
the answer does not develop the analysis very far nor reference extensive 
own knowledge. The response quotes periodically from the sources in 
order to illustrate points, but  does not use this to drive the argument – 
thus AO2 is a strong level 2.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b) (ii)

This was the less popular answer of the two questions in this section. 

Weaker answers tended to paraphrase the sources in sequence without developing the 
argument beyond the fact that key party leaders, such as Asquith, tended to be against the 
idea of reform. A significant minority drew on evidence from events that fell during and after 
the First World War; this could not be credited. Candidates do need to pay close attention to 
the wording of the question and ensure that they confine their remarks to the chronological 
parameters of the question. 

There were some very strong answers to this question, which showed that candidates 
recognised the debate that they were being asked to consider. Such responses made full 
and effective use of the sources to develop an argument and counter argument, which was 
not confined to the 20th century, but picked up the prompts in Sources 16 and 17 to discuss 
issues pertaining to the late 19th century. Stronger responses displayed a clear grasp of 
the politics of the pre-war period and the conflicting pressures on the Liberals at the time. 
It is disappointing to note that a sizeable minority of candidates continue to discuss the 
provenance of the secondary sources, normally in very generic terms, which earns them no 
credit in this question. Such time could be well used to develop the line of argument and 
incorporate a greater breadth of supporting own knowledge.
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Paper Summary
Based on performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Part A

1. Candidates should spend sufficient time reading the sources to ensure that they 
understand the nuances of the arguments presented.

2. Candidates should treat the sources as a package in order to facilitate cross-referencing. 
Weaker candidates often resorted to a brief summary of each source in turn. Such 
responses cannot go beyond level 2.

3. Provenance should be integrated within the argument, rather than treated as a stand-
alone paragraph. This aids its use as part of the argument. Candidates should avoid 
making sweeping assertions from the provenance that could apply to any source.  

4. The best responses cross-reference not only the content of the sources but also their 
provenance.  This enables candidates to weigh the sources and reach supported 
judgements.

Part B

1. Candidates need to ensure that their subject knowledge conforms to the specification. 
Weaker responses usually relied very heavily on information derived primarily from the 
sources.

2. In order to address the question effectively, candidates need to offer an analysis driven 
by the arguments raised in the sources, rather than give a descriptive or chronological 
account.

3. Whilst it may be relevant to use the provenance of the contemporary source(s) to judge 
the weight that can be assigned to the argument, there is no such requirement for the 
secondary sources and it is not rewarded in this assessment objective. Some candidates 
engaged in generalised comments relating to the reliability of a particular historian at 
the expense of developing argument and analysis supported by specific own knowledge.  

4. Candidates need to ensure that where the question asks them to deal with a specific 
time period they do not stray beyond those parameters.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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