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Introduction
Examiners once again reported that the majority of candidates understood the essential 
requirements of the Unit 1 examination. 

Many were able to structure their work effectively, provide a range of relevant and accurate 
material to support the points they were making, and maintain a sustained focus on the 
question set. At the highest levels of attainment were those who displayed the ability to 
analyse a range of factors in detail and present a convincing answer overall. 

However, examiners also noted that there was a significant number of responses that were 
limited by specific areas of weakness. Although more candidates are attempting analysis 
(Level 3) and, indeed, producing analytical responses with some good understanding 
(Level 4), many are limited to the lower bands due to a lack of accurate and relevant 
exemplification. In this session, in particular, examiners commented on a lack of secure 
supporting knowledge and chronological awareness. It is important that arguments be 
supported with sufficient secure and accurate evidence to make the points stand up. In 
addition, higher level responses explain how these points relate to the question, whether 
supporting or challenging the premise of the question.

Also once again, many candidates failed to read the questions carefully, leading to 
responses which did not focus directly, or even well, on the key issues. In general, this led 
to marks being awarded at low band Level 4 or Level 3. For example, in Option E/F many 
candidates confused the Weimar Constitution with the Weimar Republic itself, leading to 
a limited discussion of the problems caused by constitutional issues. In other cases, the 
complete misreading of questions led to Level 1/Level 2 marks and, in a few unfortunate 
cases, there was no rewardable material despite a developed response having been written.

Quality of written communication is integral to the awarding of marks within the Level 
descriptors.  Although areas of weakness have been highlighted in previous reports, it has 
been felt that the general quality of organisation, expression and spelling, punctuation and 
grammar, has been good. Therefore, it is a little concerning to note that many examiners 
observed that in this session they had seen a slight decline in the quality of written 
expression, punctuation, particularly the use of capital letters, and spelling.

Some candidates were also clearly disadvantaged by a lack of choice of questions within 
their topic area studied. It is vital that centres cover all of the content specified in the bullet 
points in the specification, if candidates are to have a choice. Questions may be asked 
on specific bullet points, or across the bullet points, and so failure to cover the specified 
content adequately may lead to a lack of choice and/or imbalanced answers. Examples of 
topics where content clearly was not always covered include A2, B5, D4, D5, E/F2 and F7. 
In particular, centres should note that topic D5 refers to Equality in the USA, 1945-68 and 
is not focused wholly on the civil rights of African Americans. Topics which have clearly 
benefited from increased coverage in past sessions include D3, E/F2, E/F3  & E/F6.

Despite the weaknesses noted above it is important to note that, in general, candidates 
produced well-organised and knowledgeable answers and that the best responses engaged 
the examiner to create a very pleasant reading experience.
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Question 1

Several candidates did not produce a balanced response which addressed Anglo-Saxon 
disunity and the strengths of the Viking invaders. Many were aware of disunity between, 
and within, the kingdoms, but often could not support their arguments with detailed 
information. Most were aware of the long-standing conflict in Northumbria over the throne, 
but few referred to the difficulties faced by Burgred of Mercia and Edmund in East Anglia, or 
to the assistance which Wessex had provided for Mercia on occasions. On the other hand, 
most were able to attribute Viking successes to their own military skills, and provided some 
detailed commentary on matters of leadership, sea power and strength in battle. Some gave 
perhaps too much credit to the role of the berserkers, whose influence in battle was often 
quite marginal.

Question 2

Very few candidates for topic A1 chose to answer Question 2, but the quality of their 
answers covered a very wide mark range up to high level 5. Weaker answers found it very 
difficult to isolate reasons why Alfred was able to survive during the stated period. They 
tended to be descriptive accounts of Alfred’s life and reforms, which went well beyond 878. 
However, there were others which displayed a very secure grasp of the course of events 
and shaped a focused analysis on the question before reaching a judgement. These answers 
noted the outcome of several of the battles of 871, Alfred’s accession after the death 
of Aethelred, and the extent to which his accession was questioned by the West Saxon 
nobility. The significance of Guthrum’s attack of 876 was known, and many understood the 
importance of the attempted coup against Alfred at Chippenham in 877. Strong candidates 
were able to assess the significance of events thereafter, including Alfred’s creation of a 
loyal army and his triumph at Edington.
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Question 3

Almost all answers attempted to consider both the government and the wealth of pre-
conquest England, and often deployed a wide range of knowledge to support the argument. 
The issue of wealth was usually seen as positive, using the evidence of trade, mints and 
coinage. A few attempted some counter-argument, suggesting that wealth was concentrated 
in the hands of a small elite, and that prosperity did not extend to the majority. The 
government of the country was approached in a fairly balanced way, contrasting peace 
and stability in Edward’s early years with the later rebellions of the Godwins, and Edward’s 
inability to ensure a smooth succession in 1066. Most answers dealt only with the reign of 
Edward the Confessor, but some went back to Cnut, Ethelred and even Alfred. A number 
of answers lacked balance, whether because they focused only on the strengths of pre-
conquest England or because they lacked an analytical focus. David Carpenter's notion of 
the three pillars of society was quoted extensively in many essays, more relevantly in some 
than others.
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The answer begins by establishing a clear agenda on both 
government and wealth. These points are then developed 
extensively in the body of the answer, supported by a wide range 
of information. There is some contrary evidence linked to the rising 
power of the Godwin family, and the conclusion sums up with a 
judgement. Written communication skills are very convincing, and 
the answer was awarded a mark of 30, high level 5.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4

The best answers recognised that the question required a focus on both change and 
continuity. There was a clear awareness of the elements of Anglo-Saxon government and 
society that were maintained under the Normans, as well as an understanding of what 
changed after 1066. Elements such as the replacement of English landowners and the 
construction of castles were frequently deployed, but references to the feudal system 
were rare. Many also addressed changes in the church, with varying degrees of relevance 
to the question. Some answers spent too long dwelling on the nature of the Anglo-Saxon 
government, rather than focusing on whether the Normans did, in fact, change the power 
of the English monarchy. Several answers failed to sustain the focus on the power of the 
English monarchy, but instead considered ways in which the Normans changed society as a 
whole, which was not the point of the question.

Question 5

Examiners reported that many candidates did not appear prepared to answer this question. 
As a result, several answers investigated the restoration of royal power in England after 
Stephen’s reign, with varying degrees of competence, and concluded with only a few 
sentences on Normandy. Better answers addressed Henry’s control over England, Scotland 
and Ireland, and had some understanding of the king’s rights in Normandy. Only a very few 
contrasted strong Royal control exercised over Anjou and Maine with the limited power used 
in Aquitaine.

Question 6

Strong answers came from candidates who gave reasonably equal treatment to both 
Richard and John, and avoided reference to their control over England. These answers noted 
the growing power of Philip Augustus of France and his successful acquisition of Norman 
territory, which Richard was never able to recover fully. John’s misgovernment of Normandy 
contributed to Philip’s successful seizure of the whole territory. Less secure answers were 
unable to address both Kings equally, which led to an imbalance in their answers. Very few 
discussed the significance of the death of Eleanor of Aquitaine, and the financial weaknesses 
of the Crown were usually described rather than assessed.

Question 7

Several candidates saw the question as requiring an explanation of why the Black Death 
spread, and thus made few, if any, relevant points. Others had very limited material at their 
disposal, mostly linked to the plague’s impact on population size and food supplies. Only a 
few answers developed a clear analysis which addressed both the stated factor and other 
explanations for a declining population. Some high level responses placed 1348-50 into a 
double context. These candidates noted the weakening of the population as a result of the 
1315 famine and England’s involvement in war, and then considered the later plagues of 
1360s and 1370s, which disrupted the reproductive cycle quite significantly.
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Question 8

There was a small number of answers to Question 8. Many were able to discuss the Statute 
of Labourers, the Ordinance of Labourers, and the growing discontent among the peasantry 
in the aftermath of the Black Death. One or two answers referred to the peasants’ demands 
made in the months before the Peasants' Revolt, which suggested the growth of significant 
strains within existing structures of society.

Question 9

There was a small number of answers to Question 9. Most were able to describe the military 
leadership provided by Henry V in the years 1415-20, although his diplomatic skills, shown 
by his handling of the Emperor Sigismund and John the Fearless of Burgundy, and again in 
the peace negotiations with France, were much less well-known. The growing significance 
of the Duke of Bedford was mentioned by only a few. There was some mention of French 
weaknesses as alternatives to the stated factor, but these were sometimes little more than 
references to the poor leadership displayed at Agincourt. Only a few mentioned the personal 
weaknesses of Charles VI.

Question 10

There were no answers to Question 10 reported in this session.

Question 11

Most answers recognised the need to address the stated factor and a number of 
alternatives. At the higher levels of attainment were those answers which had a good range 
of factors, supported by detailed and accurate information. Plenty of material was offered 
on Henry VI, Margaret of Anjou and Richard of York. Henry’s mental incapacity was noted, 
along with the fact that the ambitions of both Margaret and Richard made some sort of 
clash between Lancaster and York almost inevitable. 

Some candidates broadened their consideration of Henry’s difficulties by noting his 
excessive expenditure and his poor decision-making, which resulted in widespread 
resentment of his favourite courtiers. The loss of French lands, and the growing divisions 
between the nobles were also addressed. Less secure answers often strayed outside the 
stated timescale. 

Whilst a comparison between Henry VI and his father is a fair one to make, some answers 
were diverted into an extended narrative of Henry V’s achievements in France. A few 
sought to address the weaknesses of Henry VI’s claim to the throne, even going back to 
Bolingbroke’s usurpation of 1399. Some decided to draw on evidence after 1455 to illustrate 
the rivalry that existed, rather than directly addressing the question. 

There were a few very weak answers to question 11, but equally only a small number 
accessed level 5. Most provided some analytical shape to their answers, but the range and 
depth of supporting material was very variable. It is worth noting that many answers quoted 
directly from historians, although these quotes were often inserted to little effect, as they 
lacked obvious relevance.
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The answer links together three factors: 

- Henry’s weaknesses

- York’s ambitions

- the role of Margaret of Anjou. 

These points are developed effectively within the answer, which also deals with 
Henry’s favourites and the wider conflicts among the nobility. 

The answer relates well to the question, and the analytical framework is 
supported by accurate and relevant material. 

There is a slight lack of balance because key factors such as the financial 
weakness of the Crown and the loss of French lands are not securely 
investigated. 

A high level 4 answer, 23 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 12

A number of strong answers recognised that the stability of royal government could be 
measured both in terms of stability at the time and strength in the longer term. They 
addressed the weaknesses of Edward’s first reign and Henry’s brief readoption, and 
contrasted these with the relative strength of Edward’s second reign, domestically and 
internationally. However, they also recognised that Yorkist rule survived Edward’s death by 
only two years, demonstrating that there was a longer-term instability caused by Richard’s 
usurpation and his subsequent defeat at Bosworth. 

Good answers addressed a range of factors to assess stability, considering the role of 
over-mighty subjects - notably Warwick -  financial stability, and relationships with other 
countries, especially France. Many noted that Edward strengthened his position, and 
royal power overall, by using trusted nobles to administer various regions of the country. 
However, some pointed out that Richard’s role in the North provided short term stability but 
by giving his brother so much power, Edward had laid the seeds of future upheaval. 

Less secure answers displayed very uneven development. The first reign was evidenced 
essentially through the Woodville marriage and Warwick’s opposition, and candidates 
seemed much happier dealing with a wider range of relevant material on the second reign. 

Question 13

The quality of answers varied considerably. There seemed to be some issue with the phrase 
‘personally responsible’. For example, some candidates argued as follows: that Henry 
changed to the system of chamber finance, but since Edward IV had first introduced it 
then Henry was not personally responsible. Clearly the nursery rhyme, ‘the king was in his 
counting house, counting out his money’ was unknown to these candidates.  Equally, the 
awarding of the French pension at Etaples was the personal responsibility of the French 
king, not Henry VII, according to a large number of candidates.  

Other candidates weakened a perfectly good response by launching into a counter argument 
of what Henry was not responsible for, which proved illuminating bearing in mind that 
efficiency and a rapacious nature were synonymous with Henry’s style of government when 
it came to finance. 

There was a surprising lack of knowledge regarding Henry’s ‘New Men’. Some mentioned 
these hated figures, but went on to show that they did not understand the relationship 
between Empson and Dudley on the one hand, and the king on the other, by writing that 
they, not the king, were personally responsible for the improvement in royal finances. 

There was also a lack of understanding that Tudor kings ‘lived of their own’ – a pity really, 
as this was the nub of the question. However, stronger answers displayed both range and 
depth of support in an analytical response. These candidates noted Henry’s weak financial 
position in 1485 and how he went on to exploit traditional sources of revenue such as Crown 
lands and feudal dues, whilst at the same time squeezing the nobility through a sustained 
campaign of bonds, recognisances and attainders. Only a very few noted that peace at 
home and the avoidance of conflicts overseas inevitably contributed to the improved royal 
finances under Henry VII.
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There is a degree of direction and control to the answer, but it 
does not address convincingly the extent to which Henry VII was 
personally responsible for the improvement of Royal finances. 
This is hinted at in places, and this point, as well as the level of 
supporting detail, makes for a mark of 19, low level 4.

Examiner Comments
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Question 14

The best answers combined a good range of material with a clear analytical focus, and 
were able to show both the nature and the extent of the threat provided by Scotland and 
Burgundy. These answers recognised that Scotland and, particularly, Burgundy provided a 
serious threat at the time, and also that Henry was able to counter those threats militarily 
and diplomatically, and the long-term measure of his success was the unchallenged 
succession of his son. 

Answers provided a good range of detailed information, notably on James’s treatment 
of Warbeck, and Margaret’s support for pretenders. Weaker answers focused exclusively 
on pretenders rather than on the threat from Scotland and Burgundy as a whole, and 
many omitted the threat from Suffolk later in the reign. A number of significant factual 
inaccuracies on the pretenders weakened answers overall. A few included references to both 
France and Spain, which were not made relevant to the question. 

Overall, judgements tended to be generalised, although some either recognised the 
changing level of threat throughout the reign or else sought to prioritise one country over 
another. Many felt that Margaret’s bitter hatred towards Henry motivated her support for 
both Simnel and Warbeck, which made Burgundy the greater threat. Others asserted that 
Scotland’s border with England caused significant problems for Henry, but were often unable 
to support this claim. Few noted that the Treaty of Perpetual Peace of 1502 and the dynastic 
marriage between James and Margaret Tudor removed all Scottish threats to Henry for the 
rest of his reign. Those candidates who placed a timeline into the equation when referring to 
the serious nature of the threats, found it easier to reach a judgement. Candidates who had 
difficulty finding information on the ‘threat’ side of the answer tended to rush to the peace 
negotiations as proof that the was no real threat posed by Scotland or Burgundy during 
Henry’s reign.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice.

• Candidates must focus more clearly on the question set, noting its specific wording and 
the timescale to be covered

• Chronological awareness is sometimes lacking. Candidates should know key dates, and 
should be able to explain and expand on points made, with accurate reference to the 
order in which events happened

• The range and depth of supporting material is often the key to success. This support 
should be relevant, focused, accurate, and in sufficient depth to allow the points made 
to stand up

• Sometimes, candidates find it difficult to answer questions using sufficient supporting 
material and/or have a limited choice of questions, if centres do not cover all of the 
content indicated in the bullet points in the Specification

• Centres should ensure that candidates are familiar with historical concepts and 
vocabulary relevant to the course of study.  In January, many candidates confused 
the Weimar Republic with the Weimar Constitution, economic and political policies, 
social and political policies. Several candidates could not frame a secure definition of a 
totalitarian state.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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