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Introduction
It was pleasing to see a good standard of responses from many candidates in this 
examination series. Indeed, many candidates wrote with understanding and insight about 
the key themes.

The paper requires candidates to answer two questions in 100 minutes. Examiners 
commented on the fact that many candidates this series had clearly used their time to 
very good effect. Although some responses were quite brief, there was little evidence of 
candidates having insufficient time to answer both questions.

There was a wide range of responses across the mark range, but the paper appears to have 
worked in the sense that the most able were stretched whilst the weaker candidates were 
still able to attempt answers to both parts of the examination.

In part A, most candidates were very skilled in using the language of cross referencing, 
but a significant number often matched statements that showed a comparison for agree 
or disagree and did not explain or draw out the inferences that are necessary to develop 
a cross reference.  In part B, whilst some candidates were very knowledgeable, it was 
disappointing to note that a significant minority of candidates relied very heavily on the 
material in the sources. Centres are reminded that candidates are expected to have a 
reasonable range and depth of knowledge that can be applied to the part B questions.  

Candidates should take care that they can spell technical words correctly, especially when 
those words form part of the question or the sources. Some candidates over-used words 
such as ‘inference’ and did not have a secure understanding of its meaning. However, 
overall, the language used by candidates seemed to contain fewer colloquialisms and slang 
language this year than in previous examinations.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1(a)

Most candidates addressed the question directly and were able to use the sources to find 
evidence both in support of the importance of religious grievances and in opposition; mostly 
through highlighting disquiet over tax and Cromwell’s wider policies. A minority of students 
struggled with the comprehension of religious grievances and treated the dissolution of the 
monasteries as an alternative factor. A significant number of candidates did not see the 
possible links between Cromwell and religious policy. 

The majority of candidates attempted to use the sources in cross reference to address the 
question. However, in many cases, comparisons of the sources were superficial; there was a 
tendency to work through the sources one by one whilst comparing them in passing to the 
other two extracts. Most candidates attempted to take account of provenance and/ or the 
context of the sources. However many of the observations were quite generic e.g. “Chapuys 
was an ambassador and therefore would/might have been impartial”. The best responses 
integrated the analysis of source attributes within the body of the answer and cross-
referenced the provenance in order to weigh the sources and reach a judgement. Very few 
candidates did this however; in very many cases provenance was treated separately at the 
end and did not play a role in the conclusion. These answers were not able to access level 
four.
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This response achieved Level 4. A range of cross references 
and inferences are developed throughout the answer and 
the candidate uses provenance to discuss the weight of the 
sources. This is used to a limited extent in the conclusion.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1(b)(i)

This was the more popular option in part b. 

The question was well understood and most candidates were able to address the role of 
Henry’s desire for a male heir along with other factors raised by the sources. Candidates’ 
knowledge of the need for an heir, the annulment case and its failure was often very strong, 
but many candidates struggled to develop knowledge of the alternative factors raised in the 
sources (Lutheran influences, role of Cromwell, Royal Supremacy) and tended to remain 
in level 3 with unbalanced responses. The stronger candidates used the sources with 
sophistication to introduce their knowledge. At the lower end, candidates still feel the need 
to separate the two assessment objectives. Candidates’ comprehension of the secondary 
sources was good; more candidates struggled with Gardiner’s defence of the Royal 
Supremacy. A lot of candidates from across the ability range, possibly under exam pressure, 
slipped into the comfort zone of AO2, primarily describing the sources. However, candidates 
were clearly well prepared in terms of the expectation to provide a balanced response 
(stated factor v other factors) and a judgement, although quite often the judgement did 
not arise out of the evidence presented and analysed. It was disappointing that so many 
candidates spent time discussing the provenance of the secondary sources. There are no 
marks awarded to this type of source evaluation in A02b and it is merely a waste of time 
that candidates need to avoid.



8 GCE History 6HI02 A



GCE History 6HI02 A 9



10 GCE History 6HI02 A

This is a good response which achieved level 4 for both 
assessment objectives. The sources have been used effectively 
to drive the response and the knowledge on the annulment in 
particular is successfully integrated with the sources and well 
developed. The material on Cromwell is less effective but the 
sustained focus on the question fully deserves level 4.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1(b)(ii)

This was not quite as popular as (b)(i) with about a third of candidates answering it. 

The wording of this question made it accessible to virtually all candidates who were able to 
look at evidence both for Wolsey as a dominant figure and as subject to the king’s bidding. 
Most responses concluded one way or the other. Few were able to distinguish clearly 
between the aspects of government which Wolsey did control and those which remained 
under the King’s watch. However, the very best candidates did achieve this and often 
introduced an explanation which took account of change over time. The strongest answers 
were able to address and resolve the difference between appearance and reality implied in 
the question. Contextual knowledge was often well developed with a clear understanding 
of the concept of Alter Rex but specific examples were seen less often and could be rather 
generalised. In some cases, candidate’s focused on foreign policy whereas the question 
specified the “government of England”. It is also important that candidates take note of the 
time period specified; examples of Wolsey’s role in the 1513 campaign in France could not 
be made relevant, and thus it was a waste of candidates’ time to include them. Most level 
3 responses displayed strong analysis and blending of ideas/sources/own knowledge. There 
were several outstanding candidates who were awarded full marks – some going beyond 
level 4 in their highly analytical and corroborative style of argument. 
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This response achieved a sound level 3 for both assessment 
objectives. The candidate has developed a range of own knowledge, 
although the material on foreign policy is not well directed to the 
question focus. The sources are used effectively to demonstrate the 
conflicting representations and to develop the argument.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2(a)

Most candidates addressed the question directly and were able to use the sources to find 
evidence that agreed and disagreed with the importance of religion as a motivation for 
rebellion. However, many candidates did struggle to come up with other motivations beyond 
repeating the claim made in source 12. This meant that many answers were unbalanced. 
A majority of candidates used the sources in cross reference to achieve although in some 
cases comparisons of the sources were superficial, especially in respect of the alternative 
factors. Most candidates attempted to comment on the provenance of the sources and this 
was done particularly well with regard to source 11. As in 1(a) the use of provenance was 
often based on generalised ideas (such as “he was there at the time”) and attached to the 
end of the response rather than integrated. Centres may find it worthwhile to focus on 
developing analysis of source attributes to a more sophisticated level.

Nearly all candidates concluded clearly. Most accepted the content of the sources which 
pointed towards the importance of religion. The very best candidates judged that political 
factors also played part and used all the sources to demonstrate this.
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This is an excellent response which achieved level 4.  There are 
a range of cross-references and developed inferences as well 
as some effective comments on the reliability of sources.  The 
summary at the end does not quite reach a judgement using 
the weight of the sources and this would prevent the response 
from achieving maximum marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2(b)(i)

This was a popular question and it produced some effective responses with most candidates 
able to show how James contributed to his own financial problems and how other factors 
also played their part. Most of the issues raised by the sources were addressed but 
relatively few candidates picked up on the financial improvements mentioned in sources 15. 
Most candidates concluded clearly, although they weren’t always able genuinely to explain 
the relative role of each factor in James’s financial weakness. Knowledge used by candidates 
was often quite detailed, especially with regard to parliament’s role. However, there was 
often a tendency to talk in very general terms about the King’s extravagance and fewer 
candidates than expected focused on his generosity with favourites like Buckingham. Almost 
all candidates were able to add considerably to the information provided by the sources. 
Most responses used the sources as information although some discussed the provenance of 
the sources to little effect. Relatively few candidates were critical of views expressed in the 
extracts.
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This response achieved level 4 for A01 and level 3 for A02b.  
The candidate shows a clear awareness of the different 
representations in the sources and develops reasoning from 
them.  Own knowledge is detailed and focused on the question.  
The brief conclusion suggests that the candidate ran out of time 
at the end but the quality of the answer and the sustained focus 
on the question means that the level 4 for A01 is clearly merited.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2(b)(ii)

This was the least popular choice of question but one of the most successfully answered. 
For most candidates the time period didn’t prove an obstacle and only a small minority 
of candidates developed material from before 1588. Most candidates produced developed 
responses. They knew their material well and offered detailed and fruitful answers as much 
of the factual material lent itself readily to a for/against argument, leading to a discussion of 
‘how far’ and a balanced response overall. Invariably most candidates pointed to the success 
in defeating the Spanish Armada. The Essex rebellion was cleverly used as an argument 
both of success (Elizabeth quickly realised the threat and executed Essex) and failure (that 
she had been weak to promote him initially and gave him power, as she had warnings of 
his maverick attitude and defiance in the Privy Council). Face value failures (poor harvests, 
famine, vagabondage, inflation, death of key long-serving advisers, war debts) were often 
used to develop a counter-argument as inevitable occurrences/factors that were largely out 
of Elizabeth’s control. Almost at the end of her reign the Monopolies issue could be argued 
as being deftly ‘fudged’ in the Golden Speech of 1601 (so again could be, and was, assessed 
both as a success and failure by candidates) – many candidates picked up on this issue also. 

Whilst a majority of candidates were able to use the sources as evidence not information, 
some commented on the provenance of the sources. Such comments about historians were 
unhelpful. There were some Level 4 responses on the use of sources, but few candidates 
achieved a genuine weighing of the interpretations offered in the sources. Those few 
candidates who were able to challenge Seeley’s claims tended to produce high level 
analysis.
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This is a sound level 3 response for both assessment objectives.  
The candidate is aware of the different representations in the 
sources and able to develop reasoning from them.  There is a 
range of own knowledge included but it is used descriptively 
rather than analytically and this keeps the response in level 3.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
A general summary of the areas for improvement in the approach to this paper may prove 
of benefit to centres.

Part A

1.   Candidates should spend sufficient time reading the sources to ensure that they 
understand the nuances of the arguments presented.

2.   Candidates should treat the sources as a package in order to facilitate cross referencing. 
Weaker candidates often resorted to a brief summary of each source in turn. Such 
responses cannot go beyond level 2.

3.   Provenance should be integrated within the argument, rather than treated as a stand-
alone paragraph. This aids its use as part of the argument. Candidates should avoid making 
sweeping assertions from the provenance that could apply to any source.

Part B

1.   Candidates need to ensure that their subject knowledge conforms to the specification. 
Weaker responses usually relied very heavily on information derived primarily from the 
sources.

2.   In order to address the question effectively, candidates need to offer an analysis driven 
by the arguments raised in the sources, not a descriptive or chronological account.

3.   Whilst it may be relevant to use the provenance of the contemporary source(s) to judge 
the weight that can be assigned to the argument, there is no such requirement for the 
secondary sources. Indeed, some candidates often engaged in generalised comments that a 
particular historian is or is not reliable at the expense of developing argument and analysis 
supported by specific own knowledge.

4.   Candidates need to ensure that where the question asks them to deal with a specific 
time period they do not stray beyond those parameters.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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