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Introduction
General comments

Examiners reported that many candidates were comfortable with the essential requirements 
of the examination. They were able to structure their work effectively, provide a range of 
relevant and accurate material to support the points they were making, and maintain a 
sustained focus on the question set. At the highest levels of attainment were those who 
displayed the ability to analyse a range of factors in detail and present a convincing answer 
overall.

However, there were some candidates who did not do themselves justice overall. A 
number failed to respond to the specific demands of the questions in front of them. These 
candidates often focused their answers on material with which they felt comfortable 
rather than targeting the specifics of the question set. Centres are advised to ensure 
that candidates are ready to use, and to adapt, the material they have learnt. Most centres 
use previous questions for revision and preparation for the examination, but they might 
warn candidates that their paper will consist entirely of previously unseen questions, and 
that they should be prepared for this uncertainty.

Many students became trapped within Level 3 or low Level 4 because of a lack of accurate 
and relevant exemplification. Most are able to develop some argument in an answer, but 
assertions must be supported with sufficient evidence to make these points stand up. In 
addition, they should explain how these points relate to the question, whether in supporting 
or challenging the premise of the question.

Many very good answers reached high Level 4, but were unable to access Level 5. It is 
important to note that otherwise strong answers sometimes stayed in Level 4 for one of 
two reasons. Firstly, the support material offered, while accurate and broadly relevant, was 
lacking balance in places, with uneven evidence in parts of the answer. A more widespread 
concern was that some able candidates were unfamiliar with, or unable to use, analytical 
concepts and terminology used by historians. While most are able to investigate economic 
and political factors, many were unsure of the precise meaning of, for example, 'social 
conditions' in Options A and B, and even 'foreign policy' in Options E and F.

It is worth reminding candidates of the importance of recognising the type of question they 
are answering. While the commonest type is the multi-factored causation question, where it 
is appropriate to discuss the importance of the stated factor and then various other factors 
involved, not all questions focus on causation and not all are multi-factored. Questions D7 
and D11 both asked why an outcome resulted without giving a stated factor. Questions D3 
and D8 both focused on the extent of change. Questions D9 and D13 both focused on the 
nature of change. Structuring an effective answer depends on recognising exactly what it is 
that you are being asked to do.

One other general point might be worth making: while candidates are often comfortable 
explaining an outcome in terms of the strengths of 'the winners' and the weaknesses of 'the 
losers' (for example the white forces in Question D6 and Chiang in Question D2) these do 
need to be known in detail. There is a tendency to sum up such weaknesses rather blandly 
so that they could apply to many situations at many times in history. The message is: be 
specific.

The comments on spelling, punctuation and grammar made in previous reports remain 
relevant and valid. The literacy curriculum notes that, in a formal setting such as a public 
examination, appropriate language must be used, and should be free of abbreviations 
and colloquialisms. It also states that, if a candidate is to communicate effectively, what 
is written down must be legible. On several occasions this summer examiners could not 
decipher what might have been key words or phrases, and this inevitably influenced the 
final mark awarded.
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Question 1

Some weaker answers were able to press into service only a limited number of relevant 
factors, usually the defeat of the warlords and the encirclement campaigns against the 
CCP in the early 1930s. The success of Chiang's government was thus measured only in 
military terms. Better answers referred to some successes in domestic policy, including the 
start of a campaign of electrification and the development of the national infrastructure. 
Some of the best answers noted that the success of the GMD government depended almost 
exclusively on the strong and autocratic leadership provided by Chiang, and the use of the 
army to eliminate opposition and promote domestic stability. A few mentioned the New Life 
Movement, but the aims and intentions of the organisation were not clearly understood or 
explained.
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The answer notes Chiang's success in defeating warlordism and 
reducing the foreign concessions; and there is some reference 
to social change, notably education and the New Life Movement. 
A direct approach on the question, with an analytical shape and 
secure development overall. Low Level 5.

Examiner Comments
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There is some attempt to analyse the question and consider 
the failures of Chiang's leadership, but attempts to provide an 
alternative theory rely on inaccurate material on the USSR. 
Material from the period is relevant but not well focused. Level 
3 engagement and analysis, but weaknesses in both accuracy 
and relevance make for mid Level 3 marks overall.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2

Despite the timescale in the question, many candidates were determined to write 
extensively on the role of Mao in the years 1934-49. Sometimes this proved contextually 
relevant. Many noted that in the years 1937-45 the CCP had developed the tactics of 
guerrilla warfare, and these proved highly effective in the early period of the civil war. 
However, reference to the Long March was barely relevant. Strong answers balanced the 
CCP's successes with the failures and weaknesses of the GMD forces and their leaders. 
These answers noted that Mao's military role in the years 1946-49 was limited, and that 
credit for military successes belonged to the leadership of Lin Biao. GMD failures were 
exemplified through the weak morale of its forces, many of whom defected to the CCP 
whenever they could; and the poor leadership of incompetent generals was a significant 
factor in the GMD defeats. 
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The clear introduction establishes a sound agenda. A good 
range of factors is considered, notably on the Strong Point 
Offensive. The importance of the CCP's links with the 
peasants is not investigated in detail, but overall this is a 
confident and well-organised response. Mid Level 5.

Examiner Comments
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There is some agenda established in the introduction. The 
answer is focused and analytical. Mao's strengths are assessed, 
though other factors are largely on the weaknesses of the GMD. 
A good depth of knowledge is demonstrated, though the range 
of material here is lacking in some balance. High Level 4.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3

Those candidates who made it clear they understood the scale of change involved in 
'transformation' could make more focused judgements on the extent of change than those 
who merely assessed 'change'. There was a significant minority who wanted to twist the 
question into an assessment of whether the changes were for the better or the worse, which 
was not the question asked. However, for agriculture plenty of knowledge was displayed 
of the changes to land ownership and in farming methods (Lysenkoism being a favourite 
of many) and in terms of village life the changes in family arrangements and women's 
rights were well known, especially in the communes. The best answers often showed that 
conservative attitudes and distance from Beijing reduced the extent of change.
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This answer is analytical, with some understanding of key 
issues. There is some specific evidence offered, though the 
range of material is not very extensive: Lysenkoism is an 
important omission. The points made on the changing status of 
women are appropriate. This is a mid Level 4 analysis.

Examiner Comments

This question requires a strong focus on agriculture 
and village life. Be careful of introducing extensive 
material on social change, such as education.

Examiner Tip
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Overall, there is an attempt at analysis, but the answer tends to 
wander out of focus. Many important points lack development 
or, as in the case of Lysenkoism, are missing completely. 
Sufficient understanding and development for high Level 3.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4

Recognising the intended focus of the question was a problem for some candidates who 
wanted to explain Mao's motives for starting the Cultural Revolution rather than assessing 
its consequences: these were not necessarily the same thing. Since the effects were 
'destructive' in most senses, a profitable way to structure an answer would have been 
to examine the various negative consequences (on the economy and on different social 
groups) before assessing the positives for Mao and the PLA in terms of political power. Most 
could discuss at least the physical aspects of the destruction of traditional culture (such 
as damage to buildings and shrines), while some candidates managed to extend this to 
address the impact on traditional beliefs and loyalties. Fewer were able to look at the impact 
on minority cultures on the fringes of China. In terms of political consequences, the benefits 
for Mao himself were well known, as was the demise of Liu Shaoqi and Deng Xiaoping. 
However, the subsequent growth in importance of the PLA and of Lin Biao was less well 
covered, as was the militarisation of society.
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The answer shows an explicit understanding of key issues and is 
both wide-ranging and well-informed. Some explanation might 
have been provided for Mao's policy of sending students to the 
countryside, but the overall quality here, notably the linking of 
different factors, is impressive. High Level 5.

Examiner Comments
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The analysis here is good and the argument is very sound 
in many places. However, supporting evidence is quite 
uneven, and thin in places. The analysis, coupled with an 
explicit conclusion, allows for a mid Level 4 award.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5

This was a clear multi-factor causation question, and so provided few problems in terms of 
interpretation. Candidates were well informed on the personal errors of judgement made by 
Nicholas II during the war, and many also attempted to assess the damage he caused the 
Romanovs by his handling of longer term pre-war problems, notably involving the Duma. 
There was, however, a tendency on the part of some candidates to describe any perceived 
failure of Nicholas (say, the mishandling of the Japanese War) and to state that this must 
therefore have been a cause of the downfall of the Romanovs without making any serious 
attempt to explain why or to link it to the circumstances of February 1917: unsubstantiated 
links of this nature do not constitute a supported argument. Some insisted on pressing 
into service the reforms created by Alexander II and the repressive policies of Alexander 
III, usually without justification. Stronger candidates focused on the effects that Nicholas' 
wartime errors had on the ruling elite and explained how losing their support was crucial 
in leaving Nicholas isolated in February, as well as explaining the escalation of economic 
hardship in Petrograd in terms of provoking popular unrest.
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This answer does make an attempt to answer 
the question, supporting the explanation with an 
essentially valid, but generalised, explanation of the 
stated factor. Only one other factor is mentioned, 
but in a very insecure way. Mid Level 3.

Examiner Comments

Questions of this type could include material 
covering the whole 23 year reign of Nicholas 
II. Selection of material is thus very important.

Examiner Tip
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Although the introduction is quite general and does not 
establish an agenda for discussion, this is a focused and 
competent response. The answer overall is well linked to the 
question, and there is an appreciation of the issues involved. 
A little more depth of development might have taken this 
into Level 5, but a high Level 4 answer overall.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6

Where candidates misinterpreted Question 6 it was because they paid inadequate attention 
to the word 'survival' in the question, which meant it required an explanation of why the 
Bolsheviks won the Civil War and continued in power afterwards (up to 1924). Some 
answers focused only on the Civil War, while others produced sometimes extensive but 
irrelevant material on the seizure of power in October/November 1917. Candidates found 
little difficulty in explaining Trotsky's contribution to winning the war, although weaker 
answers portrayed him purely as a heroic inspirational leader, neglecting to emphasise the 
role of brutal discipline and the part played by political commissars in enforcing Red Army 
discipline. Many chose to structure their answers by weighing up the relative contributions 
of Trotsky and Lenin, which allowed them to discuss the value of Lenin's pragmatic approach 
to economic policy (changing to NEP once the war was all but won and in the light of the 
Kronstadt revolt) and political control (closing the Constituent Assembly and creating the 
Cheka). There were also wider factors to consider such as the many divisions among the 
anti-Bolshevik forces, although precise details of these were needed to make a convincing 
point. Only the strongest candidates pointed out the importance of the moves to organise 
a new political system by quickly creating new organs of government and writing a 
constitution, but this too was crucial to the Bolsheviks' survival.
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The introduction does not set an agenda for the answer. There 
is some effective development on the role of Trotsky, but some 
points (such as the suppression of opposition) might have 
been illustrated and explained in more detail. The answer 
touches on other factors, but lacks specific development, 
notably on Lenin. This is a high Level 3 explanation.

Examiner Comments
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This is a well organised answer. The focus is maintained, 
and the candidate identifies and illustrates a good 
range of factors. NEP is an important omission, but the 
direction in the answer, and the range and depth of 
material, all make for a mid Level 5 response.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7

The reasons for Stalin's victory in the power struggle were well known by all, but the focus 
here was explaining why 'his opponents failed to stop him' rather than why Stalin won, 
which covers similar ground but needs a slightly different emphasis. Many candidates 
successfully explained Stalin's ability to outmanoeuvre them in the alliances and emphasised 
the value to him of being in the ideological centre in the disputes over world revolution and 
industrialisation. Discussion of the relative strengths of their power bases was important and 
the stronger answers were often those that could put key events in their wider chronological 
context – for example, explaining that Stalin found it easier to get support in Congress for 
abandoning NEP (and hence outmanoeuvre Bukharin) because the grain procurement crisis 
of 1927-8 coincided with the fears of foreign invasion. Stronger candidates also made it 
clear that they knew where power in Russia lay – which was not with 'the people' as weaker 
candidates assumed, but with the Politburo and the annual Congress, which Stalin's powers 
of patronage allowed him to exploit better than did the power bases of his rivals.
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This candidate engages with the question and identifies and 
develops a sound range of points. There is some effective 
development of specific evidence such as the Lenin Enrolment, 
and the answer displays secure balance overall. The candidate 
begins to weigh up the relative significance of factors, making 
for a directly focused response at low Level 5.

Examiner Comments
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This answer is focused and structured, but is lacking in both 
range and depth. The points made require more detailed 
development and there are some significant omissions, such 
as Lenin's Testament and the ideological divisions over NEP. 
This is a high Level 3 explanation.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 

This question required an assessment of the impact of collectivisation on agriculture and 
an evaluation of the extent to which it advanced or hindered it. However, a minority of 
candidates saw it as asking for the motives behind the policy, and there were others 
who examined collectivisation's impact and then went on to discuss other influences 
on agriculture. There were also some who discussed the political value to Stalin of 
forcing through collectivisation, while others insisted on linking agricultural change to 
industrialisation and the Five-Year Plans. None of these approaches was answering the 
question directly. Whilst candidates can generally be relied upon to reel off the order of the 
Five-Year Plans when required, they seemed far less adept at recounting the order and dates 
of collectivisation. A profitable way into the answer for some was to differentiate between 
short-term negatives and longer-term positive effects, since there was plenty of evidence 
of short-term damage (the peasant resistance and destruction of food, the statistical 
evidence of falling production and of course the Holodomor). There is also some evidence of 
eventual recovery (due to large-scale production, scientific farming and mechanisation) and 
the argument that the success of industrialisation depended on more efficient, less labour 
intensive agriculture which is what they eventually got at enormous cost.
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A judgement is made in the introduction, and the answer 
goes on to address a number of successes and failures. 
The answer is well focused, balanced and analytical, with 
a good understanding of relevant issues, and secure 
depth of knowledge. Mid Level 5.

Examiner Comments

Note that the question is focused only on the successes 
and failures of collectivisation. You could make some links 
to Stalin's industrial policies, but extensive reference to 
the latter would take the answer out of focus.

Examiner Tip
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There is an attempt to analyse the successes and failures of 
collectivisation, and to reach a judgement in the conclusion. 
However, the answer is limited in both depth of development 
and the quality of evidence provided. High Level 3.

Examiner Comments
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Question 9

There has been significant improvement in candidates' knowledge of the period 1945-55, 
and answers in this session have been notably more confident, detailed and wide-ranging 
than those on the topic in previous sessions. Candidates understood what they were being 
asked to do, but some weaker ones were caught out by the time period and strayed beyond 
it or focused extensively on the events at the very end (Brown cases and Montgomery 
Bus Boycott). Some candidates, perhaps hoping to write at length about King, seemed 
determined to refer to him at every opportunity: sadly, most of the points made were 
naturally out of period. However, there were plenty of strong answers which dealt with the 
period thematically (political, economic, social) and by focusing on the difference between 
de jure and de facto changes. Truman was better covered than Eisenhower. While there was 
plenty of coverage of 'To Secure These Rights', some were uncertain of the status of the 
document, with several believing that it was a bill placed before Congress. There were some 
candidates who spent an excessive amount of time describing the state of affairs at the 
start of the period rather than examining the nature of change within it. Nevertheless, most 
candidates could show where changes did occur in theory, if not always in practice, and 
explain some of the factors that slowed down the pace of change.
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The answer addresses the two Brown judgements and 
Sweatt v Painter, though supporting detail and commentary 
are very limited. The Montgomery Bus Boycott's outcome is 
out of period. Low Level 3.

Examiner Comments

Remember that the Montgomery Bus Boycott starts in 
December 1955 and ends a year later. Thus you should 
not include the boycott in answer to questions on the 
period 1945-55 beyond, perhaps, a passing mention.

Examiner Tip
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The introduction establishes several key points for discussion, 
and goes on to consider economic and legal changes. A 
balanced and structured answer is developed, with a good sense 
of focus. Relevant and accurate knowledge is deployed, though 
it could be more detailed overall. Mid Level 4.

Examiner Comments

Accurate language is essential in any answer on civil 
rights. Referring to people as 'blacks' and 'whites' is not 
acceptable these days, and to use the term 'coloured' 
is offensive and anachronistic. Use 'African Americans' 
or 'black people', and 'white people'.

Examiner Tip
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Question 10

Although clearly set out as a multi-factor question on the causes of change (on the factors 
responsible for the weakening of the civil rights movement) some candidates could not 
resist the lure of writing just about the Black Power movement and assessing its strengths 
and weaknesses. Positive achievements of Black Power in tackling social issues could be 
made relevant to the answer by explaining that they gave black communities confidence to 
pursue other aims in civil rights or that they impressed white politicians with their capacity 
to organise, but too often they were presented as free standing knowledge that added 
nothing to the argument. However, stronger candidates avoided such errors and were able 
to explain the damage that a more violent and divisive approach seemed to inflict on the 
civil rights movement, and set this against other factors that also caused it to weaken – 
notably King's alienation of Johnson through his criticism of the Vietnam War, and the notion 
that King had taken civil rights as far as he could in the south but was unable to make 
progress using similar methods in the north.
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The bulk of the answer is sandwiched between a focused 
introduction and a concluding judgement. Supporting material 
is accurate and appropriately selected, with good range 
and depth. There is controlled deployment of the argument 
throughout, making for a mid Level 5 award.

Examiner Comments
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The focus is quite general and not strongly targeted. A fair 
range of points is made, with some illustration and explanation, 
though more specific and detailed examples would have been 
helpful. It is somewhat narrow on Black Power itself, with 
nothing on the role of the Black Panthers. An analytical shape 
here, but with support that lacks balance. Low Level 4.

Examiner Comments

This question can be misread as one on Black 
Power, but in fact it is on the growing weakness 
of the civil rights movement in the 1960s. 
Careful reading of the question is important!

Examiner Tip
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Question 11 

Many candidates had detailed knowledge of the military campaigns of the war, but few 
were able to directly address the question of why it lasted so long by structuring an 
answer directly around reasons. Nevertheless most candidates with a working knowledge 
of the events were able to comment on developments that prolonged the conflict, notably 
MacArthur's behaviour after the success at Inchon and Mao's decision to intervene. 
Clearly, since the peace talks lasted two years, the lack of progress here was vital to 
explain but many candidates glossed over this or merely commented in passing that there 
was stalemate and an argument over prisoners. More attention to this would have been 
advisable. Many, perhaps understandably, saw the long war as being attributable to its 
causes, and thus wrote about the domino theory and Truman's determination not to lose 
another country to communism so soon after Mao's triumph in China; but this was not really 
what was required. 
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The answer has some structure, and addresses some key 
issues, including the role of MacArthur and the intervention 
of the Chinese. While the information provided is broadly 
relevant, there is insufficiently detailed and extensive 
analysis for Level 4. It was awarded high Level 3 marks.

Examiner Comments



98 GCE History 6HI01 D



GCE History 6HI01 D 99



100 GCE History 6HI01 D



GCE History 6HI01 D 101



102 GCE History 6HI01 D



GCE History 6HI01 D 103

The answer demonstrates secure range and depth of 
appropriate knowledge. A focus is sustained on the 
question, and some evaluation in places makes for a 
low Level 5 award. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 12

Candidates tended to be well versed in military and psychological reasons why Johnson 
found victory in Vietnam elusive, but were less confident on the stated factor of 'growing 
opposition'. Weaker candidates assumed that serious opposition was present throughout 
rather than seeing 1968 (the last year of the period) as the turning point. Most knew what 
Kronkite had said, but few knew when he had said it. While there was earlier student 
opposition in the form of teach-ins and the self immolation of individuals hit the headlines, 
the polls tell us that until 1968 less than 10% of Americans favoured immediate withdrawal. 
However, more balanced answers were able to show the nature of 'growing' opposition 
and explain that it came not just from universities but also within Congress, where 
Westmoreland’s reassuring speech of late 1967 was intended to allay their concerns. Some 
of the best answers came from candidates who embraced the contrast between Johnson's 
early support and the growing lapse in public and political conflict that caused him not to 
seek re-election in 1968.
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There is good analysis of growing opposition within the 
USA, supported by some well-chosen detail. Thus, there 
is a clear understanding of the stated factor, and the 
impact of opposition on US politics. However, military 
factors and the situation overall in North and South 
Vietnam, all require more development. This weakness 
puts the whole answer out of balance. Low Level 4.

Examiner Comments
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The candidate maintains a clear focus on the question. The 
stated factor is investigated in some depth, along with other 
relevant points, notably the inherent weaknesses of the 
South Vietnamese government and armed forces. A clear 
understanding of key factors, coupled with strong supporting 
material, makes for a mid Level 4 award.

Examiner Comments

Many answers mentioned My Lai as increasing US 
opposition to the war. You should note that, although 
the massacre took place in 1968, it did not become 
public knowledge until the following year.

Examiner Tip
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Question 13

While candidates were knowledgeable about the policies of the relevant presidents and 
knew that presidential power had been curtailed by the Watergate scandal, they found it 
harder to explain in any detail what the limitations on their power actually were. This meant 
that the general trends in power were described, with Nixon exploiting them to the full until 
he fell from grace, and then eventually Reagan restoring them until he too jeopardised 
the presidential position over the Iran – Contra affair. However, the actual detail of how 
presidential power was restricted was rarely explained. The timescale in the question of 
1969-89 was ignored by many, who jumped straight to Watergate and thus ignored an 
investigation of Nixon's use (and misuse) or presidential power during his first term.
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The answer directly addresses the question. There is a developed 
section of Nixon's relations with Congress during his first term, 
and the extent to which Watergate can be seen as a turning 
point in presidential power. There is good depth on the 'imperilled 
presidency' of Ford and Carter, and explicit reference to the powers 
exercised by Reagan. An analytical response at low Level 5.

Examiner Comments
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This answer has some understanding of the demands of the 
question, but approaches it in an oblique way. Instead of 
focusing on the nature of presidential power as a whole, the 
candidate considers how successive presidents influenced 
matters such as the economy, foreign policy, the environment 
and drugs. There is an attempt to develop an analysis, but there 
is a drift out of focus here. Relevant material and explanation 
allows for a high Level 3 award.

Examiner Comments
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Question 14

Some candidates appeared to have strayed into Question 14 by mistake, having learned the 
civil rights topic and been attracted by the phrase 'racially tolerant'. Others ignored 'racially' 
and produced an extended answer on changing attitudes towards African Americans, 
women, gay people and the young, and described the clashes over Roe v Wade. These 
answers were, inevitably, relatively unsuccessful. Better answers focused on racial matters, 
but many saw the issue solely in terms of changes affecting African Americans, thus 
producing only a partial response. The best answers had both range and depth of relevant 
material. Change for African Americans was exemplified with reference to sport, films and 
television (the significance of the Cosby Show was well known). Political change was also 
considered, but, while many saw the importance of the appointment of Colin Powell, only 
a few referred to Jesse Jackson's campaign to win the Democratic Party's presidential 
nomination. There was some good knowledge displayed about changes for Hispanic and 
Native Americans, with a handful of answers also referring to Asian Americans. Despite 
all these changes, most candidates realised that pockets of prejudice still existed in 2001, 
especially in the south, and that the USA still had some way to go on the road to racial 
equality and tolerance.
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The answer does not focus exclusively on African Americans, 
but also deals with Hispanic Americans, American Indians and 
Asian Americans. There is an attempt at a balanced answer 
by considering both sides of the argument, and there is 
some judgement in the conclusion. While there is some lack 
of clarity and coherence in places, the answer has sufficient 
range and depth of support for a high Level 4 award.

Examiner Comments
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The answer has some understanding of the demands of the 
question, and tries to develop an explanatory framework. 
However, the candidate considers only change for African 
Americans. Supporting information is quite slight, especially in 
the early part of the answer, and much here is outside the time 
period given in the question. Mid Level 3 marks were awarded.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Centres might consider the following ways in which future performance might be improved.

• Candidates must answer the question set, not the one they were hoping for.

• The whole chronological range given in the question should be covered.

• Candidates should be familiar with, and comfortable with, historical words and phrases 
appropriate to the course of study. 

• Candidates should study the factors relevant to an aspect of their course as a set 
rather than as a number of disconnected factors; and their relative importance could be 
weighed up accordingly.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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