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Introduction

General Comments

Examiners reported that many candidates were comfortable with the essential requirements of 
the examination. They were able to structure their work effectively, provide a range of relevant 
and accurate material to support the points they were making, and maintain a sustained focus 
on the question set. At the highest levels of attainment were those who displayed the ability to 
analyse a range of factors in detail and present a convincing answer overall.

However, there were some candidates who did not do themselves justice overall. A 
number failed to respond to the specific demands of the questions in front of them. These 
candidates often focused their answers on material with which they felt comfortable 
rather than targeting the specifics of the question set. Centres are advised to ensure that 
candidates are ready to use, and to adapt, the material they have learnt. Most centres 
use previous questions for revision and preparation for the examination, but they might 
warn candidates that their paper will consist entirely of previously unseen questions, and 
that they should be prepared for this uncertainty.

Many candidates became trapped within Level 3 or low Level 4 mark bands because of a 
lack of accurate and relevant exemplification. Most are able to develop some argument in 
an answer, but assertions must be supported with sufficient evidence to make these points 
stand up. In addition, they should explain how these points relate to the question, whether 
in supporting or challenging the premise of the question.

Many very good answers reached high Level 4, but were unable to access Level 5. It is 
important to note that otherwise strong answers sometimes stayed in Level 4 for one of 
two reasons. Firstly, the support material offered, while accurate and broadly relevant, was 
lacking balance in places, with uneven evidence in parts of the answer. A more widespread 
concern was that some able candidates were unfamiliar with, or unable to use, analytical 
concepts and terminology used by historians. While most are able to investigate economic 
and political factors, many were unsure of the precise meaning of, for example, 'social 
conditions' in Options A and B, and even 'foreign policy' in Options E and F.

The comments on spelling, punctuation and grammar made in previous reports remain 
relevant and valid. The literacy curriculum notes that, in a formal setting such as a public 
examination, appropriate language must be used, and should be free of abbreviations 
and colloquialisms. It also states that, if a candidate is to communicate effectively, what 
is written down must be legible. On several occasions this summer examiners could not 
decipher what might have been key words or phrases, and this inevitably influenced the 
final mark awarded.
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Question 1

Most answers discussed a number of Viking military skills, but the range of material offered 
was variable. Higher scoring answers were able to tie these factors to specific battles and 
actions, often by implication noting some Anglo-Saxon weaknesses. Many pointed out the 
element of surprise in Viking attacks, whether by longships sailing up rivers, or by the 
use of horses taken from East Anglia to attack Northumbria and Mercia. The size of Viking 
armies was commented on, especially the Great Heathen Army of 865, while the powerful 
leadership provided by Ivarr the Boneless and others was also noted. Less secure answers 
reported on Viking military prowess in more general terms without reference to the course 
of events; in the process, the time period in the question tended to be ignored. Anglo-Saxon 
weaknesses were addressed, notably the organisation of the fyrd, the divisions between the 
kingdoms, and the lack of clear and cohesive leadership. The internal weaknesses of the 
kingdoms were mentioned, notably in Northumbria and Mercia. Many answers provided a 
number of points on Viking strengths and Anglo-Saxon weaknesses, but failed to compare 
these or to show an understanding of the balance between them.
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This answer considers a number of Viking methods and tactics, along 
with the contrary view of Anglo-Saxon disunity and an irrational fear 
of the Vikings. This is a focused response, though lacking in specific 
detail to support the points made. Mid Level 4 marks were awarded.

Examiner Comments
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This answer is focused on the question but is quite narrative in form, 
and lacks a clear conclusion. The stated factor of Viking military skills 
might have been developed in more detail. High Level 3.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2

A small number of students were confident enough to consider the whole of Alfred's 
reign, comparing the problems he faced before Edington with the reform programme 
carried out after the Treaty of Wedmore. Some failed to give Alfred sufficient credit for his 
achievements, and failed to identify the explicit implications of the outcome of Edington. 
In considering Alfred's achievements after 878 candidates often focused on the military 
and naval reforms which were carried out. The strengthening of the coastal fleets was 
understood, though the burghal system and the reorganisation of the fyrd appeared to be 
less well known. Some simply described these reforms without pointing out how well they 
operated against the incursions of Haesten and the Appledore Vikings in the 890s. Cultural 
change was usually addressed, but legal and educational reforms were apparently not well 
known. In some cases candidates were lured into providing a list of Alfred's achievements 
which led to a narrative response rather than one which assessed the significance of these 
changes over time.
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There is a direct focus on the question. Many of Alfred's reforms are 
discussed, with links established between some of them. The success 
of the reforms overall is evaluated, with secure range and depth of 
material throughout the answer. Low Level 5.

Examiner Comments
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The answer focuses on the question and considers a number of Alfred's 
reforms. However, development, explanation and evaluation of these 
reforms are not secure. The reorganisation of the fyrd, the burhs and 
naval defences are all partially developed, but there are significant 
weaknesses and inaccuracies elsewhere. Mid Level 3.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3

The most successful answers compared the two battles factor by factor rather than dealing 
with Stamford Bridge and then Hastings. Leadership, tactics, size of armies and simple 
luck featured highly. This obviated the need to spend too much time on one battle at the 
expense of another. Others showed a good understanding of both battles and the reasons 
for their different outcomes. Most noted that Gate Fulford had weakened Hardrada's 
forces somewhat, and that he was unprepared for Godwinson's sudden appearance in the 
north. For many students, however, Stamford Bridge was not considered as a separate 
event in its own right, but as one of the reasons for the subsequent outcome at Hastings. 
Some answers became imbalanced, with Stamford Bridge dealt with briefly before a long 
section being offered on Hastings. Only a few fully appreciated the significance of Stamford 
Bridge other than as a means of tiring out Harold's army. Several answers dealt with the 
preparations for Hastings apparently believing that the outcome was certain. The battle was 
unusually long for its time, suggesting that the outcome was not certain from the outset.
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This is an analytical response. The first section is a little light on 
range of material, but this is picked up again later in the essay 
when more range and depth are both offered. Hastings is well 
developed, and the conclusion provides comparisons and an 
analysis for Godwinson's success and failure. Low Level 5.

Examiner Comments
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The answer is descriptive in form, and there is some irrelevant 
material. The answer becomes more focused in the last two pages, 
but is lacking both range and detailed development. Low Level 3.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4

Some candidates had difficulty with the focus of the question, considering how William 
gained control of England rather than why resistance to the Normans was unsuccessful. 
Others adopted a chronological approach, running through the attempts to challenge 
William, and the Norman response to these challenges. Few noted that William's attitude 
towards rebels changed over time, from some initial conciliatory gestures to the Harrying 
of the North. More effective answers discussed the impact of disjointed and localised 
rebellions, and the absence of effective leadership of the English. Some described the 
building of castles without pointing out that these allowed a small number of Normans 
to control a much larger English population. Some of the best answers noted the failures 
of English resistance, and pointed out that William gradually began to exercise far more 
power, in government and the Church, than his English predecessors had done, making the 
suppression of unrest much easier over time.
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There is a secure focus on the question, but equally there is 
a marked lack of precise and accurate detail that leaves the 
answer somewhat lacking in development. Low Level 4.

Examiner Comments
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There is plenty of range and depth on display here, though without a 
clear conclusion. The answer is analytical in form and understands some 
of the key issues raised by the question. Perhaps a little of a list, but 
sufficient analysis with accurate and relevant support for high Level 4.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5

It was unusual to see that many candidates were unable to address very clearly Henry's 
reforming attitude towards the Church, nor the reasons for his involvement in Church 
affairs. The role of Becket was sometimes mentioned, though his quarrel with the king was 
seen as personal rivalry rather than an important dispute about the rights of the Church. 
Many were able to describe a number of reforms in substantial detail, notably the changes 
in the legal system and in the Exchequer, and Henry's reassertion of royal power over nobles 
and sheriffs was also well known. Some did not manage to show the extent and success 
of the reforms in terms of the reassertion of royal power and authority after the conflict 
between Stephen and Matilda. Many thus missed the contextual focus of the question, 
which was a shame as these candidates clearly had plenty of knowledge. There was a clear 
difference in attainment between those who described and assessed a number of reforms 
and those who considered the extent to which these reforms suggested that Henry could be 
judged a great reforming monarch. 
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The introduction considers the scope of the question very carefully, 
and the answer is directly focused. There is an explicit understanding 
of key issues, supported by accurate and relevant material which is 
broadly balanced. An attempt to provide some counter-argument 
takes the answer to low Level 5.

Examiner Comments
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The question is dealt with directly through most of the answer, it 
considers extent, and offers a challenge to the question, although that is 
lacking in depth overall. The last few paragraphs stray out of focus, and 
the conclusion is a little brief. High Level 3.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6

Many candidates seemed well prepared and knowledgeable about the reign of King John. 
The best answers displayed considerable range, and addressed matters such as royal 
finances, the losses in Normandy, and John's apparently scandalous private life, and were 
able to prioritise these factors. The terms 'Angevin despotism' and 'financially exhausting 
the empire' were repeated in many answers, but with varying degrees of understanding. 
It should be noted that the king's quarrels with both the English church and the papacy, 
the Interdict of 1208 and John's excommunication the following year, were only rarely 
mentioned. Links between these factors and the growth of baronial opposition were often 
well made, but only a handful of answers went beyond Magna Carta to consider the First 
Barons' War of 1215-16. Only a few candidates explained the use of the term 'bitter' in 
the question. Where the word was used, it tended to be as a statement rather than an 
explanation. Many implied that opposition to John grew steadily worse, but did not really 
address reasons for this change.
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The answer is directly focused on the question and develops 
a clearly analytical response. Supporting material is broadly 
balanced, with good range and depth, and the argument is 
deployed in a controlled and logical way. Mid Level 5.

Examiner Comments
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The answer draws together some reasons for the bitter opposition 
to John. However, the focus on a few aspects of John's view of 
the French lands has really led to only a partial answer which has 
skewed the response overall. Other aspects of the reign are hinted 
at but not explained. High Level 3.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7

'Existing social conditions' caused problems for some candidates, who were unsure of 
the exact meaning of the phrase. However, many were able to refer, with varying levels 
of supporting knowledge, to the growing urbanisation of the fourteenth century, and the 
problems which this caused in terms of overcrowding and insanitary conditions. Candidates 
were much more comfortable dealing with other relevant factors. The limits of medical 
knowledge were assessed, along with lack of understanding of contagious diseases, which 
explained the high death rate among priests. A few answers went beyond the narrow 
confines of 1348-50 and explained that the speed with which the plague spread was partly 
down to conditional factors such as poor diet and food supplies, and to the effect of troops 
returning from the conflicts in Europe. 
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There is a clear and analytical framework here. A range 
of factors which explain the spread of the plague are well 
developed, and the candidate attempts to evaluate the relative 
importance of factors overall. Low Level 5.

Examiner Comments
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The answer addresses the stated factor and one alternative. There is 
reasonable supporting material here, though it is undeveloped in places. 
The conclusion is reasonably effective. Low Level 4.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8

Some weaker answers were little more than a narrative, either of the causes of the revolt, 
which was not the question asked, or of a few events in 1381. However, even some of the 
better answers failed to focus on the nature of the peasants' demands within the context of 
the suppression of the revolt. Most of these demands were too extreme to be given serious 
consideration. The best answers had good focus and depth of development, noting in 
particular that the localised nature of the revolt made it relatively easy to suppress. 
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This answer has some understanding of the issues raised by the 
question. Much of the answer is, however, quite descriptive, and 
there is only a limited focus on why the revolt failed to achieve 
its objectives. Mid Level 3.

Examiner Comments
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The answer relates well to the demands of the question. It is 
analytical in shape and shows some direction and control. There 
is range and development of material here, making for a high 
Level 4 response.

Examiner Comments
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Question 9

Many answers displayed a high level of relevant information which was pressed into service 
with varying degrees of effectiveness. At the lower levels of attainment were those who 
were not very assured on the stated factor of the Burgundian-Armagnac feud, or on the 
links which John the Fearless established with Henry V in the years to 1419. Others were 
apparently mesmerised by the events at Agincourt, producing an extended narrative on the 
weather and the state of the ground, the poor state of the English forces, and the different 
qualities of leadership provided by Henry and the French. These answers usually did not 
include the breadth of material necessary to get beyond Level 3. Some went beyond the 
period given in the question and ranged over the lifetime of the Anglo-Burgundian alliance 
until it came to an end at Arras in 1435. Better answers considered a range of factors 
which contributed to Henry V's successes in France. Inevitably, there was a strong focus 
on the campaigns of 1415-20, with often well-developed material on Harfleur, Agincourt 
and the Normandy campaigns of 1417-19. The finest answers displayed a confident grasp 
of an impressive range of material. These explained how Henry's successes were partly 
down to the rivalries within the French nobility which had led to civil war, and the insanity 
of Charles VI which encouraged rivalry and intrigue at the heart of the French government. 
The situation within England was also well known, with candidates noting the importance 
of the pacification of Wales and Scotland, the generous subsidies from parliament and the 
church, and Henry's organisational skills in preparing for the French campaign from 1413. 
Some noted that the reburial of Richard II, coupled with the French war, symbolised Henry's 
determination to legitimise the Lancastrian dynasty and put to rest the long-standing 
unease felt about Bolingbroke's usurpation of 1399.
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The answer attempts a focus on the question, but might have been 
improved with clearer initial planning. Relevant points are made, but 
development is sketchy overall, and the answer drifts out of focus with 
reference to events in 1428 and 1435. This was a high Level 3 explanation.

Examiner Comments
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The answer has a sustained focus on the question, and is 
strongly analytical. Many relevant points are made, supported by 
impressive and extensive relevant information. A high Level 5 answer.

Examiner Comments
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Question 10

Many candidates may have been expecting, or hoping for, a question covering the years 
1435-53. A significant number of answers started with the ending of the Anglo-Burgundian 
alliance and the death of Bedford in 1435, and went on to consider the course of events to 
Castillon in 1453. The narrow chronological range inevitably influenced the marks awarded. 
Equally, however, there were many excellent responses which covered the whole chronology 
and explained the significance of a number of factors which led to the gradual collapse of 
English power. The role of Joan of Arc at Orleans was well known, with many stating that 
her death at English hands in 1431 only strengthened her influence as a folk heroine for 
the French people. Some discussed the growing political and military skills of Charles VII, 
especially in the 1440s, and noted the significance of the use of cannons, and of metal 
cannonballs, in various battles. Set against the revival of French power was the growing 
weakness of the English position in France, especially after Bedford's death. Many were 
aware of divisions which developed within the English nobility, and the importance of the 
inadequate leadership provided by Henry VI.
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The answer offers a highly developed analysis from the outset. 
The promise of the initial plan is maintained in the answer itself, 
where a number of relevant points are made, sustained by a 
high level of detailed information. High Level 5.

Examiner Comments
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The question asks for an assessment of the period 1429-53, with 
the stated factor of the revival of the French monarchy. Some 
of the material here is out of period, and points made are fairly 
disconnected and without clear links established. Supporting 
knowledge is not very extensive. Low Level 3.

Examiner Comments
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Question 11

A significant discriminator was the extent to which candidates understood and were able 
to explain the financial weaknesses of the crown, and how far this factor contributed 
to the outbreak of civil conflict. Weaker answers mentioned the impact of the wars in 
France but without providing information of much substance to support the points made. 
Better responses noted that the collapse of Lancastrian France had a serious impact on 
both royal and noble finances, turning a difficult situation into a desperate one. Henry 
VI's extravagance, and the rewards he bestowed on his favourites, were well known and 
exemplified. Some of the best answers were able to link financial matters to the personal 
failings of Henry VI and Margaret of Anjou, and that his personal financial grievances 
influenced the position taken by Richard, Duke of York. Most candidates referred to local 
rivalry among different noble houses without showing an understanding of why these 
conflicts had broken out. 
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The answer mentions financial weaknesses, but the stated factor is not 
securely developed. While there is some understanding of the focus of 
the question, and a number of points are raised, the development of 
material is lacking in both range and depth. Mid Level 3.

Examiner Comments
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The answer is sharply focused on the question set. There is an extensive 
section on the stated factor of the financial weaknesses of the Crown, 
and the points made here are linked to Henry VI's shortcomings as 
king. Reference to the grievances of Richard, Duke of York, and the 
aspirations and actions of Margaret of Anjou, make for a broadly 
balanced answer at mid Level 5.

Examiner Comments
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Question 12

Although there were some very good answers which showed a sophisticated awareness of 
the demands of the question, many answers were less assured. Such answers were often 
lacking in balance, addressing Edward IV's restoration of authority and comparing this to 
Richard III's relative failure. This broad brush approach led to the simple conclusion that 
Edward did, and Richard did not, restore royal authority. Other answers were reasonably 
well informed on Edward's second reign, but were unsure about the nature of government 
under Richard III. Better answers recognised that Edward faced, and indeed caused, 
problems which did not fully restore authority, while in many respects Richard continued 
Edward's methods. A few highly perceptive answers noted that the very act of claiming the 
throne at the expense of Edward's sons was in itself an attempt to maintain royal authority 
by having an adult ruler rather than a boy king and a protectorate. Bosworth was usually 
seen as the ultimate failure to restore royal authority, rather than recognising the closeness 
of the result.
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The answer attempts a close comparison of both Edward IV and Richard III. Finance, 
foreign policy and the nobles are all covered, but there is an obvious lack of balance here, 
with more information used on Edward IV than on his brother. An analytical and accurate 
focus overall allows for mid Level 4.

Examiner Comments
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While the answer shows some understanding of the focus of the 
question, it is limited in its range of material covered. There is 
fair coverage of some rebellions against Edward IV, but detailed 
knowledge of Richard III's reign, and the extent of his authority, is 
very limited. This lack of depth and range means a mid Level 3 award.

Examiner Comments
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Question 13
Some candidates, perhaps focusing too much on the specific reference to Warwick and 
Warbeck in the question, saw issues of the king's security exclusively in terms of the threats 
posed by rebellions, notably Simnel's and Warbeck's, and went on to develop a lengthy 
narrative on these threats. Equally, however, there were a number of excellent answers that 
fully appreciated the demands of the question, noting, with explicit analysis, the importance 
of the year 1499 and the removal of two of Henry's greatest threats. Some answers made 
the point that Henry continued to face problems after 1499 due to the continued presence 
abroad of de la Pole. Most went beyond the obvious threats to the king's position by noting 
the steps Henry took to increase his security. These included the marriage to Elizabeth of 
York and the confirmation of his title by parliament. Equally significant were steps taken to 
limit noble power, which had contributed to the Wars of the Roses, and by ensuring financial 
stability through the Chamber system. Some strayed into foreign policy matters. This was 
acceptable as long as foreign affairs did not overwhelm the answer and as long as the issues 
raised were effectively linked to domestic security. 
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This answer relates well to the question and is aware of the issues 
to be discussed. There is good range here, including rebellions, the 
nobles, foreign policy, the Church and financial matters. However, the 
support for these points is very variable, and thus the answer overall 
lacks balance. The range of material allows for a high Level 4 award.

Examiner Comments
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The answer considers some aspects of Henry VII's security, notably the Simnel 
and Warbeck rebellions and the issue of noble power. However, development of 
the points raised is lacking in depth, although broadly accurate. An attempted 
analysis, though organisation is not secure. Mid Level 3.

Examiner Comments
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Question 14

There were two popular approaches to the question. Some candidates considered Henry's 
relations with each of France, Spain, Burgundy and Scotland, analysing the reasons for 
different relationships with these countries, and drawing overall conclusions. Weaker 
responses tended to take the form of a narrative which did not display much range or 
depth. The Treaty of Ayton with Scotland was often omitted or its implications were not fully 
recognised, in particular that it ended the threat posed to Henry's security from the northern 
kingdom. The trade embargo with Burgundy was also not well understood in terms of its 
implications for Henry's security, nor were the events of 1506. A few strong responses noted 
the relative significance of each country for Henry, pointing out that the Spanish alliance and 
Medina del Campo were highly successful, and that Etaples was financially beneficial. Overall, 
there was a good level of argument and some strong evaluation in many answers.
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The answer considers issues of security by dealing with the pretenders Simnel 
and Warbeck, and links security issues to treaties such as Etaples and Ayton. 
The development of trade as a feature of foreign policy is also addressed. 
Secure development overall, high Level 4 marks were awarded.

Examiner Comments
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There is an attempted analysis here. However, the answer develops 
into a narrative of the actions which Henry took, and does not link this 
to the king's aims and the extent to which he was successful. Accurate 
narrative with some attempt to frame an explanation: high Level 3 
marks were awarded.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Centres might consider the following ways in which future performance might be improved:

• Candidates must answer the question set, not the one they were hoping for.

• The whole chronological range given in the question should be covered.

• Candidates should be familiar with, and comfortable with, historical words and phrases 
appropriate to the course of study. 

• Candidates could study the factors relevant to an aspect of their course as a set rather 
than a number of disconnected factors; and their relative importance could be weighed 
up accordingly.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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