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Introduction
There were many good responses seen in this examination series. The best responses 
demonstrated well developed analysis which was focused on the task; the sources were 
used effectively and, in part (b), supporting own knowledge was specific and detailed. 
It was clear that such candidates were often aware of the demands of the assessment 
objectives and were framing their responses in order to meet these demands. It is therefore 
worth reiterating the key issues with each assessment objective:

Question (a) requires the application of AO2a. This requires candidates to analyse, cross-
reference and evaluate source material. They should aim to develop this as fully as possible 
in relation to the focus of the question and not merely assert similarities and differences. 

Question (b) requires the application of both AO1 (the selection and deployment of historical 
knowledge) and AO2b (the analysis and evaluation of how issues have been interpreted and 
represented, in relation to historical context). 

An understanding of what each assessment objective tests would help candidates to 
focus their comments more securely. For example, there are still a significant number of 
candidates who spend considerable  amounts of time exploring the provenance of sources in 
question (b) and may very well be addressing AO2a which is not rewarded in this question.

There were far fewer candidates working through the sources sequentially in question 
(a) than has been the case previously. This is to be commended. However, candidates 
now need to develop the quality of the cross referencing that they are engaged in. A 
significant minority pick out a quote and match it to another quote without explaining 
how this relates to the question. It should also be pointed out that although a discrete 
paragraph on provenance is preferable to no reference to this at all, the very best answers 
integrate provenance within the arguments that are presented in the cross referencing. This 
enables the candidates to develop more specific arguments than the general comments 
that characterise most of the separate paragraphs.  Candidates should be encouraged to 
use provenance as the basis for reaching a judgement in response to the question.  This 
particularly distinguishes level 4 candidates from those operating at level 3.  The purpose 
of testing the weight and validity of the evidence is to come to a judgement. It is always 
disappointing when perceptive comments made in the body of the answer are ignored when 
reaching a conclusion.

In question (b), examiners were impressed by many responses which demonstrated 
a strong understanding of the sources, the issues that they related to and which were 
supported by extensive own knowledge.  Fewer candidates than has been usual treated the 
sources and own knowledge discretely. There were however scripts which demonstrated 
very little knowledge beyond what was offered in the sources. Where this material was well 
used, it was possible to achieve top level 2 in AO1. It is however, disappointing that some 
candidates have not prepared well for the examination. 

It was pleasing to note that previous advice in examiners’ reports has clearly been 
acknowledged and this applied also to the use of inappropriate abbreviations. There was 
however, this January something of a resurgence of the use of bias, with its attendant 
misspellings and misuse.
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Question 1

Question 1(a)

Candidates found this an accessible question and it was frequently well tackled. Most 
candidates were able to understand the message of each source, although some interpreted 
the sources at face value. For example, few candidates used inference skills to suggest that 
source 3 might be used to give evidence that the Easter Rising had been serious given the 
comments about restoring law and order. The sources encouraged cross referencing and 
many candidates made some sort of judgement based on this; fewer however developed 
their judgements fully. Most candidates were able to make some sensible comments about 
the provenance of the sources although a minority regarded Father Albert as a member of 
the family, even though he was identified as a Catholic priest and possibly more could have 
been said by candidates about Dillon’s position. 
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Question 1(bi)

This was the less popular of the two questions. Many candidates relied heavily on the 
sources in writing their answers. Some of these answers did understand the focus of the 
sources and were able to develop a relevant argument from these, even though such 
responses were not well supported with own knowledge. Other candidates struggled with 
elements of the sources, and this, combined with a lack of own knowledge of the issues 
made it difficult for them to produce a convincing response. Some struggled to recognise 
that source 5 dealt with the impact of Fenianism on Ireland. The very best answers that 
were seen in response to this question were able to bring a wide ranging own knowledge to 
a secure appreciation of the issues that were raised in order to both challenge and support 
the view proposed in the question.  

This opens well, demonstrating an understanding of the key issues 
that the sources are dealing with. The response is well structured in 
looking firstly to support the argument and then to rebut it. Within 
each of these sections there is evidence of cross referencing. It is 
better to have a discrete paragraph on provenance than not to include 
at all, but the route to improving this good level 3 answer lay in 
integrating provenance points within the main line of argument.

Examiner Comments
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This is a low level 2 response in both assessment objectives. The 
candidate works through the sources sequentially, paraphrasing the 
content and making some slight links between the paraphrased sources 
and the question focus. There is a final stand alone section in which 
some basic own knowledge is presented. You should also note that this 
candidate comments on the provenance of source 5, suggesting that 
it is not ‘entirely accurate’. Such sweeping assertions about secondary 
sources are not what is being tested in AO2b.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1(bii) 

This was the more popular of the two questions. Almost all responses were able to identify 
several reasons for the failure of Home Rule based on the issues identified in the sources. 
Many candidates had an impressive contextual knowledge which they could deploy in 
an assured way. There were many examples of close analytical focus and integration of 
contextual knowledge with the sources.  However, it was disappointing to note that there 
were some responses which clearly understood the issues but did not integrate the sources 
fully. This question requires both sources and own knowledge and their integration to enable 
candidates to reach a judgement. 
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This is a level 4 response in both assessment objectives. Note the introduc-
tion which identifies some of the key issues and makes links to the sources 
right from the outset. Although there are other ways of beginning the an-
swer, this establishes the right tone from the start. Throughout the answer 
the sources and a sound own knowledge are integrated into an argument. 
The penultimate paragraph is not required as it deals with AO2a and in the 
part (b) question, this is not being tested. This is perhaps a shame as the 
handwriting in the conclusion suggests that the candidate would have ben-
efitted from having a few more minutes to develop this more fully.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2

Question 2(a)

Most candidates responded well to this range of sources. It is worth reinforcing the point 
that candidates should spend sufficient time reading both the provenance and the sources; 
a minority of candidates, for example, mis-read ‘prices’ for ‘princes’ on source 12 and this 
affected both their understanding and focus in their answers. It was relatively unusual to 
see scripts where there was no attempt at either cross referencing or provenance. There 
remain, however, examples of scripts where sources were treated singly with provenance 
developed but no cross referencing, or conversely, cross referencing done well but no 
provenance. There were many examples of excellent answers seen by examiners with sound 
judgements in a conclusion.
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This answer contains sustained cross referencing of the sources 
which is dealt with in relation to the focus of the question. Although 
initially, it appears that provenance is being dealt with discretely in 
the opening paragraph, there are elements of it integrated into the 
answer, although perhaps not as fully developed as they might be e.g. 
commenting on the date of the sources. Nonetheless, the combination 
of sustained cross referencing with the comments on provenance with 
judgements made within the response are sufficient for this to be 
rewarded at level 4.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2(bi)

Question choice in this section was fairly evenly split with this question being completed by 
about half of the candidates. 

It was clear that many candidates were very well-informed about the civil disobedience 
campaigns and British actions in the inter-war period and were able to integrate relevant 
own knowledge and excellent use of the sources to reach securely argued conclusions. 

Some candidates were encouraged to a heavily descriptive approach in which they relied on 
their own knowledge rather than the interpretations that were offered in the sources. Such 
responses often failed to fully appreciate the arguments outlined in source 15 as offering a 
counter balance to the view expressed in the question. There were a minority of candidates 
whose contextual knowledge was generalised or at least highly limited.  Some candidates 
struggled with the provenance of source 13, assuming that this was written by Gandhi 
rather than realising that it was a biography.
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Question 2(bii)

Question choice in this section was fairly evenly split with this question being completed by 
about half of the candidates.

 Many candidates were able to use the sources as the basis for developing their arguments. 
This period seems to be very well understood and there were many assured, confident and 
cogently argued essays in response to this question. In particular, the factors beyond the 
sources were well understood and there was much excellent and relevant supporting own 
knowledge. However, it is also true to say that there was a significant minority of candidates 
whose knowledge of the period was quite slender and who were therefore heavily reliant on 
the sources. In these circumstances, candidates are unlikely to access the higher levels.

This answer does try to argue a case in response to the 
question that was set. It is not developed very far, but it does 
contain some relevant own knowledge and does make reference 
to the sources. For AO1, this is lower level 3 based on this. 
For AO2b, there is a short quote from each source sequentially 
presented within the answer, but there is not much more than 
this, so this is a level 2 response for this assessment objective.

Examiner Comments
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This is a strong level 4 response which uses the sources to drive 
the argument and integrates their use with a range of sound 
own knowledge of the period in order to reach a conclusion.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
• In order to improve performance candidates should address the following issues:

• Read the question carefully in order to be able to address the precise issues that are 
required

• Read the sources carefully before beginning to write in order to ensure that all the 
sources are securely understood

• Ensure that in part (a) the sources are cross referenced as fully as possible in relation to 
the question

• Ensure in part (b) that the sources are integrated with secure own knowledge

• Leave time for a well-judged conclusion to part (b)
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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