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Introduction
There were many good responses seen in this examination series. The best responses 
demonstrated well developed analysis which was focused on the task; the sources were 
used effectively and, in part (b), supporting own knowledge was specific and detailed. 
It was clear that such candidates were often aware of the demands of the assessment 
objectives and were framing their responses in order to meet these demands. It is therefore 
worth reiterating the key issues with each assessment objective:

Question (a) requires the application of AO2a. This requires candidates to analyse, cross-
reference and evaluate source material. They should aim to develop this as fully as possible 
in relation to the focus of the question and not merely assert similarities and differences. 

Question (b) requires the application of both AO1 (the selection and deployment of historical 
knowledge) and AO2b (the analysis and evaluation of how issues have been interpreted and 
represented, in relation to historical context). 

An understanding of what each assessment objective tests would help candidates to 
focus their comments more securely. For example, there are still a significant number of 
candidates who spend considerable  amounts of time exploring the provenance of sources in 
question (b) and may very well be addressing AO2a which is not rewarded in this question.

There were far fewer candidates working through the sources sequentially in question 
(a) than has been the case previously. This is to be commended. However, candidates 
now need to develop the quality of the cross referencing that they are engaged in. A 
significant minority pick out a quote and match it to another quote without explaining 
how this relates to the question. It should also be pointed out that although a discrete 
paragraph on provenance is preferable to no reference to this at all, the very best answers 
integrate provenance within the arguments that are presented in the cross referencing. This 
enables the candidates to develop more specific arguments than the general comments 
that characterise most of the separate paragraphs.  Candidates should be encouraged to 
use provenance as the basis for reaching a judgement in response to the question.  This 
particularly distinguishes level 4 candidates from those operating at level 3.  The purpose 
of testing the weight and validity of the evidence is to come to a judgement. It is always 
disappointing when perceptive comments made in the body of the answer are ignored when 
reaching a conclusion.

In question (b), examiners were impressed by many responses which demonstrated 
a strong understanding of the sources, the issues that they related to and which were 
supported by extensive own knowledge.  Fewer candidates than has been usual treated the 
sources and own knowledge discretely. There were many responses which demonstrated 
very little knowledge beyond what was offered in the sources. Where this material was well 
used, it was possible to achieve top level 2 in AO1. It is however, disappointing that some 
candidates have not prepared well for the examination. 

It was pleasing to note that previous advice in examiners’ reports has clearly been 
acknowledged and this applied also to the use of inappropriate abbreviations. There was 
however, this January something of a resurgence of the use of bias, with its attendant 
misspellings and misuse.
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Question 1(a)

Most candidates identified sources 1 and 2 as representing negative views of Haig as 
opposed to source 3’s more positive view of him and were able to develop varying degrees 
of cross referencing based on this. Despite this, there remain some candidates whose 
approach is to work sequentially through the sources paraphrasing the content of each 
source in turn and then asserting the existence of similarities and differences. Many 
candidates considered the provenance of the sources with varying degrees of success. 
Some candidates were aware that Punch is a satirical magazine and of these, some went 
on to conclude that the arguments being made in source 3 were somehow poking fun at 
Haig. A number of candidates felt that because sources 1 and 2 had ‘met’ Haig they were 
more reliable, although conversely a significant minority argued that as they were memoirs 
they were less reliable. However, there were some good responses that integrated cross 
referencing and provenance to reach sustained judgements whilst using sound source 
inference to pick out subtleties in the sources, such as ‘looked the part’.  
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Question 1(b)(i)

This was the less popular of the question choices. There was considerable variation in the 
standard of responses. Some candidates had very little own knowledge pertaining to the 
issue and relied heavily on what was in the sources. The sources were generally quite well 
understood, so that it was possible to write an argued response on this basis, although 
this was unlikely to achieve the higher levels. Many candidates knew about the Charge 
of the Light Brigade and incorporated this knowledge into their responses. The very best 
answers were able to clearly comment on the concept of a ‘national hero’ and contrast 
this to the view held by contemporary soldiers, as exemplified by source 4. Whilst many 
candidates commented validly on the provenance of this source to establish the validity of 
its argument, it should be noted that AO2a skills are not required in part (b) and candidates 
are unlikely to gain credit for sweeping assertions about the veracity of secondary sources.

This response does have some basic understanding of the approaches 
taken by each source, but it does not generally cross reference 
effectively as there is so little development of the points being made. 
There are a number of comments made about the provenance of the 
sources, but some are rather general in nature. The combination of 
these issues means that this is a level 2 response.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (b)(ii)

This was the more popular question in this section. This question lent itself well to 
responses being able to include own knowledge from a wide area of candidates’ awareness 
of the war, as long as it was related clearly to the focus of the question. Surprisingly, some 
responses seemed to be over-reliant on the content of the sources and have fairly limited 
own knowledge on this issue. Most candidates, however, were able to discuss the different 
types of propaganda that existed, although a significant minority believed that the radio 
was in use by this date. The most well informed candidates were also able to discuss the 
work of the Ministry of Information which was referenced in source 9, although this was not 
seen with any frequency. There were some impressive answers which made intelligent use 
of own knowledge integrated with the sources, to produce a clear and persuasively argued 
judgement. Stronger responses were able to use a wide range of propaganda and make use 
of source 8 to show its contribution to both sides of the argument. Some candidates drew a 
clear distinction between propaganda designed to contribute to the Home Front as opposed 
to the country's military needs.

Candidates should be alerted to the importance of reading sources carefully and correctly. A 
significant minority of candidates read the phrase ‘most men and women thought they were 
acting on their own initiative’ (source 8) as meaning that they were.

This response uses the sources very thoroughly in order 
to drive the argument, reasoning from them and reach-
ing judgements. It achieves level 4 in AO2b. However, 
in AO1, it is not quite so highly rewarded. Although it 
is well argued and there is some supporting evidence 
and a strong contextual awareness, this aspect of the 
answer is not sufficiently strong for level 4 and in this 
assessment objective, high level 3 was awarded.

Examiner Comments
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This is level 2 work and is not a strong answer within that level. 
It uses the sources as the basis of its argument and has only 
very limited contextual knowledge to support it. It comments on 
the provenance of the sources in a discrete paragraph. AO2a is 
not being tested in this question so there is no credit for this at 
all. The main thing that is working for this answer is that it does 
understand the focus of the question and there is some attempt 
to make relevant links, even though these are not well developed.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2(a)

Most candidates were able to draw out the key areas of agreement and disagreement in 
response to this question. Some were very comprehensive, especially in showing how 
sources 10 and 11 agreed with the given statement. Many candidates were also able to 
draw out the support that source 10 gave to source 12, which was not as obvious as its 
support for source 11. Weaker responses tended to work through the sources sequentially 
paraphrasing the content and not focusing strongly on establishing criteria for leadership. 
Very few candidates misinterpreted the content of the sources. Many candidates were able 
to comment effectively on the provenance, although it was disappointing that so few picked 
up on the chronological spread of the sources as worthy of comment. It was less surprising 
that many candidates were unaware that Ray Strachey is a woman.
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Question 2 (b)(i)

This was the more popular question in this section. Many candidates were able to respond 
well to this question, using both sources and own knowledge to provide argument and 
counter argument. The strongest responses were likely to note that source 3 was a 
statement of intent rather than an actual achievement and also to indicate the impact or 
otherwise of Buss on girls of different social classes. It was possible for candidates to use a 
wide variety of own knowledge about aspects of women’s education in their responses, as 
long as it was made relevant to the question focus and integrated with the sources.  On the 
other hand, some responses simply described aspects of women’s education, most notably 
the various education acts passed from 1870 onwards and the different types of school. 

This is a level 3 response. There is evidence of cross referenc-
ing, although the way in which it is developed is rather variable. 
Provenance is present, but the comments about this tend to 
make only rather basic points, again without much development.

Examiner Comments
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This is level 3 in both assessment objectives. The candidate 
understands the focus of the question and argues a relevant case 
that has some supporting own knowledge, although this is not very 
detailed or specific. The sources are not well integrated into the line 
of argument, although there is some developed argument from them.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b)(ii)

This was the less popular of the two questions. Many candidates who selected this question 
were very dependent on what was in the sources and not all candidates understood what 
was in the sources. Source 16 in particular was not always well understood by candidates 
who were working through the sources sequentially, paraphrasing the content and with very 
little own knowledge. For many, the WSPU was synonymous with women’s suffrage which 
limited the potential scope of the response. Stronger responses were able to identify and 
expand on the resistance from some Labour supporters as shown in source 17 and identify 
the ‘other Labour leaders’ referred to in source 18 by examples such as Keir Hardie and 
George Lansbury. Such answers were then able to develop an argument linked to their role.
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This response does try to argue a case from the sources with 
some basic contextual understanding. There are errors, but 
nonetheless, the level of argument is just sufficient for this to be 
at the bottom end of level 3 for AO1 and into level 3 for AO2b.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
In order to improve performance candidates should address the following issues:

• Read the question carefully in order to be able to address the precise issues that are 
required

• Read the sources carefully before beginning to write in order to ensure that all the 
sources are securely understood

• Ensure that in part (a) the sources are cross referenced as fully as possible in relation to 
the question

• Ensure in part (b) that the sources are integrated with secure own knowledge

• Leave time for a well-judged conclusion to part (b)
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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