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Introduction
There were many good responses seen in this examination series. The best responses 
demonstrated well developed analysis which was focused on the task; the sources were 
used effectively and, in part (b), supporting own knowledge was specific and detailed. 
It was clear that such candidates were often aware of the demands of the assessment 
objectives and were framing their responses in order to meet these demands. It is therefore 
worth reiterating the key issues with each assessment objective:

Question (a) requires the application of AO2a. This requires candidates to analyse, cross-
reference and evaluate source material. They should aim to develop this as fully as possible 
in relation to the focus of the question and not merely assert similarities and differences. 

Question (b) requires the application of both AO1 (the selection and deployment of historical 
knowledge) and AO2b (the analysis and evaluation of how issues have been interpreted and 
represented, in relation to historical context). 

An understanding of what each assessment objective tests would help candidates to 
focus their comments more securely. For example, there are still a significant number of 
candidates who spend considerable  amounts of time exploring the provenance of sources in 
question (b) and may very well be addressing AO2a which is not rewarded in this question.

There were far fewer candidates working through the sources sequentially in question 
(a) than has been the case previously. This is to be commended. However, candidates 
now need to develop the quality of the cross referencing that they are engaged in. A 
significant minority pick out a quote and match it to another quote without explaining 
how this relates to the question. It should also be pointed out that although a discrete 
paragraph on provenance is preferable to no reference to this at all, the very best answers 
integrate provenance within the arguments that are presented in the cross referencing. This 
enables the candidates to develop more specific arguments than the general comments 
that characterise most of the separate paragraphs.  Candidates should be encouraged to 
use provenance as the basis for reaching a judgement in response to the question.  This 
particularly distinguishes level 4 candidates from those operating at level 3.  The purpose 
of testing the weight and validity of the evidence is to come to a judgement. It is always 
disappointing when perceptive comments made in the body of the answer are ignored when 
reaching a conclusion.

In question (b), examiners were impressed by many responses which demonstrated 
a strong understanding of the sources, the issues that they related to and which were 
supported by extensive own knowledge.  Fewer candidates than has been usual treated 
the sources and own knowledge discretely. There were however many responses which 
demonstrated very little knowledge beyond what was offered in the sources. Where 
this material was well used, it was possible to achieve top level 2 in AO1. It is however, 
disappointing that some candidates have not prepared well for the examination. 

It was pleasing to note that previous advice in examiners’ reports has clearly been 
acknowledged and this applied also to the use of inappropriate abbreviations. There was 
however, this January something of a resurgence of the use of bias, with its attendant 
misspellings and misuse.
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Question 1

Question 1 (a)

There were many good responses where candidates successfully cross referenced the 
sources and tested the validity of the sources by a careful discussion of the provenance of 
the sources that formed the basis of the judgement. High scoring candidates were able to 
debate the term “considerable” effectively.  However, many candidates still work their way 
through the sources numerically and this does reduce the overall achievement.  In many 
scripts provenance use was often generic, such as "we can trust Source 1 as Warham was a 
commissioner".  The ability to move beyond this is the mark of a good candidate.
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Question 1 (b)(i)

This was the most popular question on the paper and virtually all candidates were able 
to access the sources and focus on the question.  In levels 2 and 3 there was a tendency 
towards narrative description in varying degrees of accuracy but in level 4 candidates were 
able to weigh up the arguments both in terms of historians’ perceptions of success and 
failure and also with regard to how Henry would have viewed his foreign policy.  Successful 
candidates integrated sources and own knowledge and used knowledge to test the opinions 
in the sources.

This response achieved high level 4.  The candidate is clearly focused 
on the task of cross referencing and provides sound comments on 
the attributions of the sources which are then used to inform the 
overall judgement.  A particular strength of this answer is the focus 
on the term “considerable” and the judgement made on this.

Examiner Comments
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This is a very focused response which achieved high level 4 for A01 and 
maximum marks  for A02b.  The response is driven by the arguments in the 
sources and knowledge is displayed effectively to develop the argument.  
The conclusion provides an excellent example of reasoned judgement.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (b)(ii)

This question was less popular and often not as well done as b(i).  There were a range of 
excellent answers with a tight focus on the question and developed reasoning from the 
sources.  However, a significant number of candidates did find it difficult to focus on the 
dissolution of the larger monasteries and tended to offer own knowledge that explained the 
first dissolutions in 1536.  As such many were placed in level 3 for implicit focus.  
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This answer was awarded secure level 3 for both assessment objectives.  The answer is 
driven mainly by the sources with clear reasoning developed from them.  The candidate 
uses cross referencing of the sources to develop the argument, but does waste some 
time in describing the provenance of the sources.  This is not rewarded in A02b and so 
its inclusion does waste time for the candidate.  The own knowledge is rather thin, but 
a good development in the conclusion does raise the AO1 marks into secure L3.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2

Question 2 (a)

Many candidates were able to focus their responses on cross referencing, and very few were 
unable to recognise the conflict between sources 10 and 12 favouring James’ extravagance 
with source 11 that suggested other reasons for James’ financial problems. Where 
provenance was discussed it was often done well but many candidates did not attempt it 
this time or gave little more than stereotypical labels that did not allow progress beyond 
lower level 3.  
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This response scored the maximum mark.  The response displays 
level 4 qualities from the start.  There is an explicit focus on the 
question with cross referencing and consideration of source attributes 
which are used to reach a judgement.  A real strength in this answer 
is the candidate’s ability to use the sources as a set.  Excellent 
communication skills aids the candidate’s tightly focused argument.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b)(i)

This was the more popular option in question 2.  There were some very good responses 
here where candidates had an excellent grasp of the key events and issues and were able 
to develop an integrated response using sources and own knowledge to provide a focused 
answer which showed consideration of both a range of factors and a weighing of their 
significance in relation to the stated factor in the question.  Many candidates however, 
struggled to focus on the dates given and so became heavily reliant on the content of the 
sources to address the question.
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Question 2 (b)(ii)

There were fewer responses to this question but those candidates who did answer it tended 
to have a better grasp of the knowledge needed to address it.  The best answers were able 
to distinguish between the “minority” stated in the question and parliament as a whole.  
Most candidates did not make that distinction and tended to focus on parliament as a whole 
as a factor in the breakdown of relations with Charles.  The majority were able to draw 
out a range of other factors identified in sources 17 and 18 and link these with their own 
knowledge.  Candidates who were able to weigh up their relative significance in relation to 
the stated factor scored well.

This response achieved a low level 3 for A01 and top level 2 for A02b.  
The candidate clearly identifies different representations in the sources 
and organises the response around the source material.  There is some 
own knowledge integrated with the sources but that is focused on 
developing the underlying attitude to Spain rather than being focused on 
the time period set by the question.  The sources are used for information 
but the candidate does not develop level 3 reasoning from them.

Examiner Comments
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This response scored the maximum mark for both assessment 
objectives.  The candidate demonstrates a clear awareness that 
there is a conflict in the sources and develops a high level of analysis 
and evaluation to reach a judgement.  The use of own knowledge 
is skilfully integrated with the sources, not by a lengthy passages 
of knowledge but by underpinning the argument with a developed 
understanding of the issues.  The conclusion is brief and lacks source 
reference, giving the impression that the candidate ran out of time, 
but the overall quality of the response merits the full marks awarded.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
In order to improve performance candidates should address the following issues:

• Read the question carefully in order to be able to address the precise issues that are 
required

• Read the sources carefully before beginning to write in order to ensure that all the 
sources are securely understood

• Ensure that in part (a) the sources are cross referenced as fully as possible in relation to 
the question

• Ensure in part (b) that the sources are integrated with secure own knowledge

• Leave time for a well-judged conclusion to part (b)
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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