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Introduction
Unit 1 - General Comments

Candidates and their teachers are to be congratulated on the amount of knowledge shown 
and the serious application given to answering almost the entire range of questions across 
the six options. Legibility was generally good and very few scripts were difficult to read. 

The standard of English and spelling is a perennial concern. Colloquialisms were 
commonplace and the use of abbreviations, perhaps linked to the universality of text 
messaging, seems to be on the increase. Some abbreviations might be tolerated where they 
are in general use, such as MLK for Martin Luther King. However, to link MLK to JFK and LBJ, 
and to credit him with the passing of the CRA and the VRA, not to mention the success of 
the MBB, can be confusing and often obscures the point being made. 

It is interesting to note that long narrative answers, which were once common, no longer 
appear very often. Fewer candidates reiterate the question at the beginning of their 
answers, and more are attempting to engage with the question from the outset. Some 
groups of candidates, however, appear to bring a learned response to the examination 
room, with a succession of scripts offering the same factors and the same supporting 
evidence. While this approach may produce an acceptable level of attainment, it can be a 
limiting tactic because candidates have difficulty in accessing a wider pool of evidence and 
ideas in order to show their own initiative and thinking; such answers find it difficult to meet 
the direct focus and explicit understanding required for Level 5 marks. 

Answers at Level 5 require elements of sophistication in which students can provide 
analysis, inter-related links and judgements using evidence which reflects their own 
opinions and thoughts on the specific question asked.

Stated factor questions were generally approached with a discussion of the stated factor 
in the first paragraph and a consideration of other factors in the following paragraphs. 
However, some candidates were not able to play the factors confidently one against the 
other as the answer unfolded. Also a substantial number of answers applied a stated factor 
approach where none was needed or desirable. Question D9 asked 'How successful was 
Martin Luther King's campaign for civil rights in the years 1955-68?'. There is no invitation 
in this question to consider other factors influencing civil rights, such as Malcolm X and 
Black Power, but many answers dealt only briefly with King's campaign as one of several, 
often irrelevant, factors.

A number of answers displayed an imbalance between content and analysis. Many of these 
were answers with a great deal of relevant content but with limited discussion of the effects 
or the significance of events, which thereby hindered the development of a detailed and 
focused analysis. Some perhaps considered the significance self-evident. For example, 
some answers on the Provisional Government (Question D5) contained much relevant detail 
about the continuation of the war, but then simply stated that this 'made them unpopular'. 
Lenin's slogan of 'Peace, Bread, Land' was apparently so popular it made the outcome of the 
October/November revolution a foregone conclusion. However, there are also an increasing 
number of responses which provide secure analysis, and often very good conclusions, but 
do not provide sufficient relevant and accurate factual supporting material to justify their 
argument.

Overall, however, there were few overtly weak responses, with most finding their home 
somewhere within Levels 3 and 4.
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Question 1

Question 1 was significantly more popular than Question 2. Many candidates appeared to 
be well prepared for a question on the fall of the Qing dynasty, but a number of responses 
pushed the question back to the mid-nineteenth century rather than concentrate on the 
period after 1900.  This approach has been mentioned in previous reports. While contextual 
knowledge which is outside the option's timespan of 1900-49 can be appropriate, especially 
perhaps on foreign involvement in China's affairs, some candidates provide so much 
information on matters such as the Opium Wars that their answers become unbalanced and 
self-limiting. Candidates’ treatment of foreign involvement was sometimes patchy, though 
stronger candidates were able to argue that this extended to ideas and people as well as the 
Boxer Uprising and the foreign concessions. Key elements of foreign involvement, such as 
foreign loans and economic intervention, were side tracked. Of the other factors that led to 
the fall of the Qing, the shortcomings of both the Dowager Empress Cixi and the young Puyi 
figured strongly, and whilst these were perfectly valid, they were not necessarily linked to 
other factors, such as lack of reform, nor were they analysed in  much detail. Some scripts 
included material on Chinese mores and customs to explain the country's insularity, but 
connections to the revolution of 1911-12 were not made clear. 
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Question 2

Chronological range was a significant factor in differentiating between different levels of 
attainment. Many answers noted the importance of the Nanjing massacre of 1927 and 
the CCP's retreat to the relative safety of the Janggang mountains. While most candidates 
considered the GMD's encirclement campaigns, few mentioned the number of campaigns or 
the extent of their success. The timescale in the question required candidates to consider 
the importance of the Long March, though this was, surprisingly, often ignored, along with 
the growing power of Mao Zedong in the years 1934-35. Stronger answers noted that the 
CCP came perilously close to defeat several times during this period. They noted that the 
Autumn Harvest uprising, the Nanjing massacre and the defeat of the Canton rising in 
1927 all contributed to a substantial weakening of the CCP, but that Chiang's distractions 
elsewhere meant that he failed to achieve complete success. They were equally strong 
on the course of events during the Long March of 1934-35, with the remnants of the CCP 
reaching the relative safety of Shaanxi in 1935.

The following is a Level 4 response to Question 2.
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The answer has some chronological range, and sets Chiang's mistakes against some 
qualities of Mao's leadership. Some passages are sketchy, notably on the early part of 
the given timescale, and Mao's ideology is not securely linked to the question. This is 
an analytical approach with accurate development, but selection and range of material 
is not always secure.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3

Most candidates approached the question through considering a number of social, economic 
and political factors which contributed to the establishment of Communist power in the 
years 1949-57, though few were able to address all these factors with equal confidence. 
Answers were generally clear about the PLA's role in terrorising opposition and could weigh 
the importance of this against other relevant factors, notably the appeal of particular 
policies that appeared to be working and the personal role of Mao. Some, however, failed 
to dwell long on the PLA, preferring to use it simply as an expression of control and fear. 
Thus the army's role in the establishment of power was left loosely defined, with only 
limited reference to its use in Tibet and the outlying provinces. The attacks on landlords and 
the importance of the First Five-Year Plan were addressed and, although many discussed 
the Hundred Flowers movement, there were fewer references to the Three and Five Antis 
campaigns. Contrast with the unpopularity of the  corruption of the GMD regime was 
sometimes effectively cited as a factor in the establishment of CCP power.

The following is a Level 5 response.
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The answer displays clear range and depth of relevant material. 
There is a substantial section on the activities of the PLA, and a 
discussion of other factors which ensured that CCP power was 
effectively established in the years 1949-57.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4

Question 4 produced some perceptive responses that addressed social equality in terms 
of the fate of different social groups and could see that for some (notably peasants 
and intellectuals) this changed during the years in question. Medical provision and land 
ownership also featured, and there was some useful discussion of changes in education and 
rural life. Weaker answers were restricted to examining changes in the position of women, 
but most candidates could at least show the difference between the theory of legal change 
and the reality where traditional prejudice lingered on, especially in outlying rural areas. 
Some candidates however, made things more complicated by confusing 'equality' with 
'fairness', which led to a loss of focus in their answers. Others insisted on including material 
on the Cultural Revolution of 1966-69, without always making their points clearly relevant.

The following is a Level 5 response to Question 4.
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The answer targets 'how successful' directly. The candidate 
considers actions taken to promote equality, notes a range of 
contrary evidence, and comes to a well organised judgement at 
the end of the answer.

Examiner Comments

This candidate has taken the time to produce a 
clear and effective plan, which has been followed 
successfully throughout the answer.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5

The stated factor of reformist groups posed something of a problem for many candidates 
tackling question 5. While weaker candidates knew that they existed and could name 
some groups, they found it hard to explain what they actually contributed to the outbreak 
of unrest. Consequently there were many inaccuracies about the status, support and 
programme of these groups, and their role in revolution tended to be overstated. Few 
candidates were able to link the familiar causes of the 1905 revolution with a political 
agenda or group. Long-term causes of the revolution were handled better, and most were 
able to address the social and economic problems attendant on industrialisation and the 
desperation of the peasantry. The weakness here was in terms of exemplifiction: there were 
few factual details about the high levels of economic hardship or natural disasters, such as 
the famine of 1891. The short-term causes of the revolution centred on the Russo-Japanese 
War and Bloody Sunday. It would have been worth emphasising that Bloody Sunday had 
such serious consequences because it showed the futility of peaceful protest  in a situation 
where other channels of voicing discontent through trade unions or political parties were 
illegal. The repressive policies of both Alexander III and Nicholas II were often deployed 
quite effectively here, though there was only limited reference to the Okhrana.

This is a Level 4 response to Question 5.
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The answer has some range and depth of supporting material, though 
is more effective on the short-term factors which led to the 1905 
Revolution. The selection of material is not always appropriate, but 
there is a focus maintained on the question overall.

Examiner Comments
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This is a Level 3 response to Question 5.
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The answer has some understanding of the focus of the question, and 
attempts analysis in places. However, supporting material is lacking in 
depth in places, and there are some apparently irrelevant diversions, 
such as a discussion of Nicholas II's character.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6

Some of the best answers understood the reasons for the failure of the Provisional 
Government, and could link these reasons into an integrated response. Many answers 
were highly sophisticated, marrying both detail and breadth, though the one caveat to 
such laudable efforts lay in over-emphasising the failure rather than the longevity of 
the government. Many candidates had no difficulty explaining the many mistakes made 
by the Provisional Government, but they found it more difficult to explain precisely why 
these various problems shortened their stay in power. Having an accurate knowledge 
of chronology was essential here to show that power slipped out of their hands after 
a promising start: there was a tendency for weaker candidates to assume the new 
government was universally unpopular immediately and made no effort to tackle Russia's 
problems. It was also common to exaggerate the appeal of Lenin and to depict October as 
a hugely popular change that was somehow inevitable as soon as the April Theses were 
known. Having said that, better informed candidates did explain how Lenin worked to 
extend his influence over the Bolsheviks, and their influence over the Petrograd Soviet, and 
could highlight the role of specific events in loosening the Provisional Government's hold 
on power. The Kornilov Affair was well known in this respect, but again, it needed to be put 
in the context of declining army morale after the June Offensive and the damage to the 
Bolsheviks inflicted by the July Days. Trotsky's role in the events of October/November was 
well known, though a few confused his role within the Military Revolutionary Committee with 
his leadership of the Red Army, and thus included irrelevant material on the Civil War of 
1918-20. Some candidates simply considered the role of the Provisional Government and its 
own weaknesses. A handful of very strong answers pointed out that any government which 
was 'provisional' was not going to last long in any case.

This is a Level 5 response to Question 6.
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The answer notes the problems which the Provisional Government faced 
from the outset, including the continued involvement in the war and 
the power of the rival Petrograd Soviet. There are some well developed 
comments on Lenin and the Bolsheviks, including perceptive points on 
Trotsky and the MRC.

Examiner Comments
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This is a Level 4 reponse to Question 6.
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The answer has some range, including the war, the problems with the 
Petrograd Soviet, and the Kornilov affair. However, selection and depth 
of material is not very secure, and references to the legitimacy or 
otherwise of the Provisional Government is not strongly focused.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7

Many candidates struggled to focus their responses with sufficient clarity: it was on the 
extent of change in the aims and key features of the plans, not the extent to which they 
changed Russia or the success or otherwise of the plans. The focus on aims and key 
features should have led candidates to address the two parts of the question fairly equally, 
but many focused on one to the exclusion or detriment of the other. Most candidates did 
have a working knowledge of some of the key features involved, but tended to mention 
them in passing, rather than focusing specifically on matters such as target setting, central 
control, incentives and the use of forced labour. In terms of aims, it made sense to establish 
the overriding aims of rapid industrialisation and defence which stayed fairly constant, and 
then modifiy the aims of the three plans as circumstances changed. Some candidates wrote 
too much about agriculture, and while most were informed on the differences between 
the three plans, the second plan's aim of improving education and the communications 
infrastructure was often neglected. Many appeared to overestimate the extent to which 
the second plan targeted consumer goods, and asserted that defence requirements were a 
feature only of the third plan. Some candidates included irrelevant references to the fourth 
plan, and some responses included statistical and numerical evidence which was not well 
remembered.

This is a Level 5 response to the question.
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The answer is securely focused from the outset, and considers 
both the aims and the key features of the three plans. There 
is a strong analytical focus throughout the answer, with well-
selected and accurate material deployed in depth.

Examiner Comments

If you intend to use statistical or numerical evidence in any 
answer, make sure that you are certain that it is correct!

Examiner Tip
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Question 8

Candidates wrote extensively and confidently about the wider factors that contributed to 
Russia’s victory, but were not well informed on the stated factor of lend-lease. A minority 
neglected it entirely, and many made general and inaccurate assumptions about what it 
was and its value to the war effort. Food and transport were the essentials, rather than 
military equipment. A significant number of candidates misread the question as being 
concerned with 'land-lease', which they believed referred to the movement of factories and 
people to the area beyond the Urals. Others confused lend-lease with the Grand Alliance, 
the Nazi-Soviet Pact, and even the government's earlier policy of grain requisitioning. The 
clarification of content notes that 'students should appreciate ... the importance of lend-
lease', and future candidates are advised to address this aspect of the Great Patriotic War in 
some detail. Some answers devoted too much attention to the failings of the German army 
and its leadership, often exaggerating these shortcomings. Other relevant factors which 
were addressed well included the leadership of Stalin and his generals, the role given to the 
Orthodox Church, and the massive contribution made by the Soviet people on the home 
front. 

This is a Level 5 answer.
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The answer includes some accurate material on lend-lease, with 
development that is adequate rather than extensive. Other relevant 
factors explaining the USSR's ultimate victory are considered, and 
there is an effective conclusion which reaches an overall judgement.

Examiner Comments
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Question 9

Question 9 asked for a judgement of  'how successful' King's civil rights campaign was, so 
it would have made sense to have established  the criteria on which such success could  
be based. The same advice  applies to Questions 4 and 13, which also asked about the 
extent of success. In this case, changes in the law and its application at a local level, and 
in people's attitudes, might have been appropriate yardsticks to use. Some of the best 
answers took a thematic approach to King's work, but it was more common and perfectly 
acceptable for candidates to address the campaign chronologically, looking first at success 
and then at failure. The key episodes were generally well known, although Selma less 
so, and there were explanations of why success was less evident later on. Some weaker 
candidates assumed that whatever progress in civil rights was made must automatically 
have been due to King, and decided that he must have played a key role in Little Rock, and 
even in the Brown judgements. However, there were many whose knowledge allowed them 
to be far more discriminating and to highlight areas where credit belonged elsewhere as 
well. One reasonably common error was to lose focus on the question set, by addressing 
other reasons for the success of the movement (in addition to King's input) but this was 
not the question. Such answers devoted the majority of the essay to other factors which 
advanced racial justice such as the legal campaigns of the NAACP, Black Power and the 
support given by white politicians. However, some answers were very well judged, with 
detailed arguments for and against the success of King's campaign. These went beyond a 
chronological and event-driven structure to address matters such as King's character, his 
relationships with successive presidents, organisational skill and the use of the media. Even 
some of these answers tended to attribute all events and actions during the civil rights 
campaign to King himself. This led to some inaccurate conclusions drawn on, for example, 
the Greensboro protests and the Freedom Rides.

The following response is somewhat uneven but is a Level 4 answer overall.
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Although the answer has a good range of points addressed, the 
development of material is uneven. Albany, Selma, Memphis and 
the Poor People's Campaign are all effectively investigated, though 
events in Birmingham and Montgomery are more patchy. It is a 
mistake to attribute educational change to King.

Examiner Comments

In any answer on civil rights it is better to use the present-
day usage of 'African Americans' rather than 'black 
Americans'. Referring to people as simply 'blacks' and 
'whites' should be avoided.

Examiner Tip
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This is a Level 3 response, with only a partial focus on the question (Question 9).
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The answer does not sustain a clear focus on the question set. There is some 
relevant material on King's campaign, but other information, such as the role 
of CORE, Black Power and the NAACP is not made directly relevant.

Examiner Comments
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Question 10

While only tackled by a small number of candidates, the question elicited some excellent 
answers focusing on the limited success of Hispanics and American Indians in improving 
their political, economic and social positions at a time when the civil rights campaign for 
African Americans was achieving considerably more. Answers noted the significance and the 
successes of Cesar Chavez and the National Farm Workers Association, though the role of 
Alianza was not often mentioned. There was some interesting discussion about Eisenhower's 
policy of termination, and on the extent to which the Civil Rights Act of 1964 improved the 
status of American Indians. A few candidates were able to assess the extent of change for 
both Japanese and Chinese Americans by focusing on their growing economic power during 
this period. A small number of candidates misunderstood the question entirely because they 
appeared to believe that 'black Americans' were quite different from 'African Americans'.

The following is a Level 4 response.
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The answer considers appropriate factors such as land, police treatment, 
living and employment conditions, rather than dealing with Hispanic 
Americans and American Indians separately. A secure range of accurate 
material is provided, though there is a tendency in places towards 
narrative rather than explanation.

Examiner Comments
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Question 11

Many candidates were more confident explaining general reasons for the USA's involvement 
in Vietnam than in pinning these down precisely to the context of the situation in the 
mid 1950s, when presidents were under pressure at home to take a tough line against 
Communism and the domino theory was in the forefront of their thinking. Some answers 
proved to be quite fragile from the outset because of candidates' limited understanding 
of the decisions reached at Geneva in 1954. Where valid points were raised, such as the 
division of Vietnam and the requirement for elections in both North and South Vietnam, 
they were not consistently developed and discussed in terms of growing US involvement. 
Knowledge displayed was not always secure. Some confused Korea and Vietnam, the terms 
served by successive US presidents, and the extent of US involvement in these years: many 
believed that both Eisenhower and Kennedy sent ground troops to South Vietnam, and thus 
overestimated US involvement in the region.

The following is a Level 3 response.
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There is much confusion within the answer which weakens its impact 
overall. There is some understanding of the outcome of the Geneva 
Conference, but there are some clear misunderstandings over Korea, 
which is not relevant to the question. The involvement of successive US 
presidents is not effectively addressed, though there is some relevant 
discussion of Japan and SEATO.

Examiner Comments
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Question 12

Question 12 attracted more answers than Question 11. Many used Cronkite's comments well 
to illustrate the credibility gap that the Tet Offensive immediately produced in the minds of 
the public and politicians, and then went on to link this to Johnson's decision not to seek re-
election. The longer term  impact of the stated factor was developed substantially in many 
answers that examined  Nixon's subsequent efforts to achieve 'peace with honour', though 
some candidates' knowledge of the years 1969-73 was sketchy at best. Other factors 
responsible for US withdrawal were usually well known, although weaker candidates often 
wrote in general terms about why the USA lost the war, rather than setting their answers 
clearly in the chronological context of the situation after 1968.

The following is a Level 5 response.



 GCE History 6HI01 D 79



80  GCE History 6HI01 D



 GCE History 6HI01 D 81

The answer notes the significance of the Tet offensive, especially on 
media reporting of the war. There is a useful discussion of some aspects 
of Nixon's policies, notably Vietnamisation, though more might have 
been made of his diplomacy. The financial costs of the war and the 
growing disaffection displayed by the US public are also investigated, 
making for a Level 5 analysis overall.

Examiner Comments
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Question 13

Question 13 on Reaganomics produced some incisive answers that weighed up the positive 
and negative effects of these economic  policies. Again, it was advisable to establish clear 
criteria for judgement in the introduction, so that success and failure could be easily 
justified. The best answers were able to differentiate between short and longer term effects, 
so once again accurate chronological knowledge was essential. Others related Reagan's 
economic policies very effectively to different social classes and groups. Less secure 
answers included generalised comments that gave way to inaccuracies. Some candidates 
tended to ignore evidence that was at odds with their overall answer, such as the recession 
of 1982.

The following is a Level 5 answer.
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This is a targeted and tightly argued answer. The candidate notes the 
successes of Reaganomics by referring to falls in unemployment and 
inflation. However, the downside to these policies is noted, especially 
the growing gap between rich and poor. An interesting conclusion 
contrasts the short-term successes of the policy with the long-term 
debt burden incurred.

Examiner Comments
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The following response is a Level 3 answer.
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Question 14

Social issues and their impact on politics form one of the four bullet points in the 
specification. However, operational experience since January 2009 suggests that candidates 
very rarely choose to answer the questions set on these issues, and this session was 
no different from previous ones. Generalisations and sweeping assertions predominated 
here. Although most answers could point to social issues, notably abortion and gay rights, 
these were not pinned down by relevant and extensive historical detail. The importance of 
religious beliefs, notably the growth of the religious right, was known in general terms only. 
Some students applied their knowledge of the civil rights movement to the question, but 
usually with only limited effect.

The answer has some understanding of the essential features 
of Reaganomics, but the development of material is not secure. 
Some generally accurate comments are made on successes 
and failures, though there is little effective development offered 
which would make these points stand up.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Centres might consider the following areas to improve their candidates' responses:

a) Answer the question set – are candidates concentrating on the specific wording in the 
question and the dates covered?

b) Chronological awareness and application – do candidates know the key dates and are 
they able to explain/expand points made with accurate reference to the order in which 
events happened?

c) Supporting material – are candidates using sufficient relevant, specific and accurate 
material to support their analysis and, in particular, the conclusions to which they 
come?

d)  Candidates appear more comfortable with questions in the form of 'How far was X the 
main cause of Y?', such as Questions 5 and 8, than those which look at patterns of 
change, such as Questions 7 and 9. Future candidates are advised to practise planning 
answers to a variety of questions, including those with a focus on change over time.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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