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Introduction
This was the second time that this specification has been examined, and judging by the 
feedback from centres and student responses on the examination, centres and candidates 
seem increasingly assured of what is expected of them. As with last year, the paper appears 
to have worked in the sense that all candidates were able to attempt answers to both parts 
of the examination, whilst the most able were stretched appropriately. 

The paper requires candidates to answer two questions (a Depth Study question and an 
Associated Historical Controversy question)in 120 minutes. Whilst the length of responses 
varied between candidates, there was no evidence of a lack of sufficient time to complete 
thorough responses. Thankfully, very few candidates approached questions by attempting to 
include everything they knew about the option, with the vast majority managing selection 
and focus in responding to questions. 

Across both sections, responses continue to demonstrate that planning and structure are 
crucial in shaping effective responses. Whilst a small minority seemed to over plan, at times 
producing detailed plans of two or more pages and seemingly at the expense of substantial 
answers, the trend continues that relatively brief but focused plans help organise thoughts 
and use of material. 

One issue that did appear to distinguish quality responses was effective use and 
consideration of key terms and concepts, both directly from questions, sources and in 
general writing from own knowledge. Candidates who had an assured grasp of such words 
were able to explore these effectively within the question, such as the issue of 'effective 
government' (question 1) or 'serious opposition' (question 2) below. At times this also 
appeared to link to how careful a reading of the question had been made, such as with the 
issue of a 'general European war' (question 5, below). There were also a small minority 
who did not appear to fully understand issues central to questions they selected, such as 
the 'Weimar Constitution' (question 1, below). Whilst this may be down to selection of a 
preferred topic regardless of the specific analytical demands of the question, preference 
borne out of preparation for only a limited number of topics or candidates not reading a 
question thoroughly, such responses are unlikely to attain the higher levels. 

In section A and to some extent B, candidates should be aware of the varying forms 
that questions may take. Some candidates demonstrated a tendency to attempt to open 
up questions to consider all possible related factors. Candidates were able to do this 
successfully by relating material back to the issue at hand, such as to qualify the extent of 
significance. However, a minority of candidates brought in information of some relevance, 
but were essentially attempting to answer questions different from those set. 

As far as an issue raised last time in section B, fewer candidates spent time considering 
issues such as the reliability of a source, in terms of the date when the extract was written, 
or in terms of the title of the book from which it was taken. An increasing number of strong 
responses had a well informed grasp of the historiographical debate. Whilst it is not a 
requirement to bring in knowledge of named historians, many did so effectively. A small 
minority did so without full thought as to how this related to the specific demands of the 
questions and the given extracts, and thus were less successful in this respect. Generally 
speaking, candidates who sought to identify the arguments the given extracts made 
relating to the questions and examine these, integrating their own knowledge into a focused 
discussion, often cross-referencing the sources, performed well. Beyond this, candidates 
who explored the more subtle nuances offered and applied selected knowledge to analyse 
the views and offer reasoned judgements reached the highest levels. 
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Question 1

This was a popular question, being answered by over two-thirds of those entered for what 
is the larger of the two sub-options. The vast majority of candidates saw this as a question 
requiring a discussion of the impact of the constitution in relation to other contributory 
factors, although there were some excellent responses which focused predominantly on an 
assessment of the Weimar Constitution without recourse to other issues. Where other issues 
these were linked convincingly to the issue of effective government, these were usually very 
well done, particularly where candidates took the opportunities to examine the interaction 
between factors such as the actions of politicians in dealing with economic problems and the 
ability of coalition governments to respond to these. In terms of coverage, the vast majority 
dealt effectively with the use of Article 48 and the system of proportional representation, 
although there was great variation on other constitutional issues. A minority did seem to 
struggle with the term constitution, at times conflating this with government. The most 
successful had a sharp focus on the phrase 'effective government', with less successful 
responses sometimes seeing analysis drifting towards more general accounts of 'why Hitler 
came to power'.
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This is a structured response which clearly sets 
out the factors it intends to deal with from 
the start. The response develops a range of 
issues using selected own knowledge. It also 
maintains a fi rm focus on the issue of debate.

Examiner Comments
This is a structured response which clearly sets 

Examiner Comments

Where relevant, trying to 'weigh up' the relative 
importance of different arguments and issues 
build towards a strong overall conclusion.

Where relevant, trying to 'weigh up' the relative 
Examiner Tip
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Question 2

There were some very strong responses on this question. Overall there was generally better 
coverage of the Stauffenberg bomb plot and the youth movements, and some excellent 
coverage of the Red Orchestra, the Kreisau Circle and the Church, although the latter was 
almost exclusively the Catholic Church. A number of candidates did offer responses which 
dealt largely or partly with events before 1939. Whilst aspects of this may have proved 
useful in establishing context, responses which dwelled on generalised issues struggled 
to attain the higher levels. Some responses attempted to interpret Jews as an opposition 
group, with obvious limitations to this argument. Reasoning was often given over why 
opposition did or did not constitute being serious, with many effective answers offering 
relative evaluation considering the varying context the different groups operated in across 
the time period. 
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This response demonstrates a good knowledge and understanding of 
the issue of opposition in the period 1939-45. However, the analytical 
focus is inconsistent, at times developing focused arguments and at 
other times describing events and issues. It also spends signifi cant 
parts of the essay discussing issues that are outside of the date 
range in the question. Answers such as this usually achieve a level 3.

Examiner Comments
This response demonstrates a good knowledge and understanding of 

Examiner Comments

Read the question very carefully, particularly 
considering the given date range, to ensure that the 
material you use relates fully to the question asked.

Read the question very carefully, particularly 
Examiner Tip
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Question 3

Most candidates who attempted this question had a good understanding of the motivations 
behind appeasement, although there was variation in the range and depth of knowledge 
concerning relevant events. In general, candidates were stronger on the 1930s than 
the period 1925-29. The majority of candidates had a strong grasp of what Germany's 
grievances were and why these could be seen as legitimate, although a small minority did 
focus heavily on the terms of the Treaty of Versailles without fully linking this to the issue 
in debate. There was also largely solid coverage of Britain's military position and the public 
appetite for war, linking effectively to events such as the Fulham East by-election or the 
Oxford Union resolution. A small number of candidates did stray into accounts of Neville 
Chamberlain's motives during the events of 1938-9. 
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This response has a generally good understanding of the possible motives 
for appeasement and is able to select appropriate examples using some 
specifi c own knowledge. However, at times it is descriptive, and the points 
that are made are not consistently developed. This achieved a level 3.

Examiner Comments

This response has a generally good understanding of the possible motives 

Examiner Comments

Generally speaking, responses in the higher levels 
are clearly structured around arguments that 
focus directly on the key issues in the question. 
Knowledge of these is then used to explore the 
importance or nature of the points raised.

Generally speaking, responses in the higher levels 
Examiner Tip



GCE History 6HI03 D 15

Question 4

This was the less popular of the two section A questions for this sub-option, although a 
majority of candidates answering this demonstrated good subject knowledge. Extensive 
coverage was offered on the North African campaign, with many candidates also being well 
informed regarding events in Italy; Malta, Greece and Crete were less frequently explored. 
Whatever material was drawn upon, most candidates were able to construct coherent and 
usually well argued responses with at least some degree of analysis on the extent to which 
these campaigns were a strategic mistake, weighing the commitment of resources against 
the wider context for Britain and the war generally. Thankfully only a very small number of 
candidates drifted into excessive asides about the merits and possibilities of the alternative 
of an earlier invasion of France, although some enthusiastic responses did display excellent 
knowledge over the above mentioned campaigns. Stronger responses often tended to have 
a good chronological grasp of the Second World War, and as such were able to carefully 
assess British commitments in the context of developments.
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This was a very strong response which achieved level 5. The 
response clearly focuses on the question, developing analysis with 
well chosen support from own knowledge. Issues are examined in 
depth, with balanced counter-arguments and emphasis of key points.

Examiner Comments

This was a very strong response which achieved level 5. The 

Examiner Comments

Evaluation is crucial for level 5. This response reaches 
clear and reasoned judgements on individual points as 
it goes along, focusing back to answer the question with 
judgements that follow from the preceding analysis.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5

This was a popular question which produced a range of response, including many at 
the higher levels. Candidates generally seemed secure on the Schlieffen Plan and the 
implications it held for war in Europe. In particular, Fischer's thesis was often brought in 
to further the debate within the sources. For a number of candidates though, there was 
a tendency to stray from the specific demands of the question and the given evidence, 
focusing more on own knowledge driven essays on what caused World War One. That said, 
many candidates offered sophisticated reasoning, such as exploring the issue of a 'general 
European war', making distinctions concerning the Schlieffen Plan and assumptions over 
German aggression and/or were able to evaluate the sources confidently, particularly 
Taylor's view within the wider context of issues such as imperialism and the decline of the 
Ottoman and Hapsburg Empires. Thus, whilst the majority of candidates demonstrated good 
knowledge of events, it was those who considered the extracts carefully and recognised the 
debate within who achieved the higher levels. 
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This response has a good focus on the question and 
clearly identifi es the views taken by the historians in 
the given sources. Own knowledge of relevant issues 
is integrated with the given evidence and the views in the 
sources are cross-referenced as part of the discussion.

Examiner Comments

This response has a good focus on the question and 

Examiner Comments

Even a brief plan like the one in this 
response can help identify the views 
in the sources and focus the answer 
towards a structured response.

Even a brief plan like the one in this 

Examiner Tip
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Question 6

Most candidates attempting this question demonstrated a good knowledge of consent and 
terror in the period 1933-39 and were able to consider the issue of 'consensus dictatorship'. 
Where candidates did less well, this tended to be due to two main issues: (i) making 
sweeping assertions regarding terror, popularity and consent which lacked either detailed 
consideration of the given evidence or precision in the application of own knowledge, and/
or (ii) offering responses which were more geared to the question of was Hitler master 
of the Third Reich, focusing on pre-prepared arguments, often around the structuralist/
intentionalist debate with limited regard for the actual demands of the question. A small 
minority did also assume Volksgemeinschaft was intended to include all minority groups, 
essentially arguing Hitler failed to achieve consensus as such groups were excluded. 
Thankfully, the majority performed better, accessing the higher levels with arguments 
developing clear contrasts between the use of fear and consensus, often exploring the 
extent to which these worked in tandem. 
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This was a thorough, focused and ranging answer. The response has a 
clear view of the arguments within the sources and is able to explore 
these in the light of knowledge and understanding about the historical 
controversy. These fi nal pages illustrate a response which synthesises 
the arguments and issues to reach a strong evaluation taking account 
of the given views. The spelling of consensus is noted, although this 
was not of signfi cant consequence to the overall answer.

Examiner Comments

This was a thorough, focused and ranging answer. The response has a 

Examiner Comments

As well as identfi ying the main arguments in the 
sources, good responses also pick up on more subtle 
points. Two apparently contradictory or very similar 
views will often have aspects that in some way vary 
from the overall argument.

As well as identfi ying the main arguments in the 

Examiner Tip
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Question 7

Of the two questions within this sub-option, this was the most popular in terms of the 
number of candidates electing to answer it. Most candidates seemed confident in accessing 
the debate and as such were able to integrate their own knowledge to the differing views 
within the sources. Most candidates offered some balance, although many did seem to 
bring strong opinions concerning Chamberlain to the debate. Whilst there was some 
misunderstanding of aspects of the sources, such as the reference in source 9 to 'aiming 
to postpone it to allow Britain to gain strength' being taken out of context from the rest of 
the sentence, the majority of candidates were able to produce responses which made good 
use of the sources, cross-referencing their arguments and engage with the debate, reaching 
valid and varying conclusions. 
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This is a confi dent and focused answer which explores 
issues from the sources and applies own knowledge 
selectively. The answer is balanced, exploring 
issues in depth and offering consistent analysis and 
assessment of the given views. This achieved a level 
5 for both assessment objectives.

Examiner Comments

This is a confi dent and focused answer which explores 

Examiner Comments

Whilst this is perhaps a more extended introduction than 
most people would write, it clearly sets out the position of 
the different authors from the sources, also demonstrating 
strong understanding of the historiographical debate.

Whilst this is perhaps a more extended introduction than 

Examiner Tip
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Question 8

Fewer candidates opted to answer this question than question 7. Most responses were 
well structured and offered some level of development from the given sources. Candidates 
own knowledge and understanding varied more; most had some degree of understanding 
of relevant issues concerning the Beveridge Report and aspects of the Labour policies 
from 1945 under the umbrella of the welfare state. For many, the discriminating factor in 
performance was the degree to which they were able to examine the given evidence in 
context, with those who were able to examine the differing views in the context of Britain's 
experience during, after and at times before WWII often performing well. In general 
candidates were less secure in challenging the question than accepting the premise of 
expectation, with some less successful responses tending to describe the sources and at 
times offering limited specific own knowledge. 
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This response has a sound understanding of issues and 
some focus on the question. However, at times it tends to 
describe rather than argue and analyse, and the sources 
are often used just as sources of information to support 
points. As this has some analysis, it was marked at a level 
3 for both assessment objectives.

Examiner Comments

This response has a sound understanding of issues and 

Examiner Comments

Try to clearly structure points around arguments 
and wherever possible, cross-reference the 
views of one source against another.

Try to clearly structure points around arguments 
Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
A general summary of the areas for improvement in the approach to the Depth Study 
question and the Associated Historical Controversy question on Option D may prove of 
benefit to centres. Depth Study question candidates need to ensure that their subject 
knowledge conforms to the specification. Weaker responses usually lacked range and/or 
depth. Candidates should ensure they understand key concepts appropriate to the topics 
studied, as discussion of words and phrases from the question is a key part of higher level 
analysis. Candidates need to be more aware of the time frame attached to a question. 
Many lower scoring responses devoted much time and space to discussing the years before 
and after the period targeted by the question. In order to address the question effectively, 
candidates need to offer an analysis not a descriptive or chronological account, and so 
structured responses are vital for the higher levels. Associated Historical Controversy 
question candidates need to treat the sources as a package to facilitate cross-referencing 
and advance a convincing line of argument. Generally speaking, a source-by-source 
approach is less effective in examining the debate within and across the sources. Candidates 
need to integrate the source material and their own knowledge more effectively to 
substantiate a particular view. Weaker responses were frequently too reliant on the sources 
provided and little or no own knowledge was included. Candidates should avoid memorised 
'perspective' essays and base their responses on the issues raised by the sources instead. 
The Associated Historical Controversy is an exercise in interpretation not historiography. 
Following the above, a confident understanding of the range of the debate on the set 
controversy is very useful in giving a framework with which to explore the evidence and 
views in the given sources. Again though, this does not necessarily have to be a case of 
naming individual or schools of historians. Candidates should not provide extensive and 
unnecessary accounts of the provenance of each source.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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