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Introduction
    There were many good responses seen in this examination series, with many candidates achieving 
marks at Level 3 or above in all of the assessment objectives. Such candidates generally offered a 
considered analysis of the given source evidence, focused towards the demands of the questions, 
allied to strong contextual understanding and with effective deployment of well-selected own 
knowledge.  Some of the issues raised in the summer report had been addressed.  The purpose of 
these comments is to help to achieve further improvements in the levels of attainment.  

        1. There are three specifi c assessment objectives that are tested in this examination and it is 
important that candidates understand how these should be tackled in their responses to particular 
sections of the examination.  

     Question a requires the application of AO2a. This requires candidates to analyse, cross-reference and 
evaluate source material. 

     Question b requires the application of both AO1 (the selection and deployment of historical 
knowledge) and AO2b (the  analysis and evaluation of how issues have been interpreted and 
represented, in relation to historical context).   

     An understanding of what each assessment objective tests would help candidates to focus their 
comments more securely. For example, candidates who spend considerable amounts of time exploring 
the provenance of sources in question b may very well be addressing AO2a which is not rewarded in 
this question. 

     2. Although there was a signifi cant improvement in the understanding of the sources for question 
a, there remains a minority of candidates who would benefi t from spending more time reading the 
sources to ensure that they understand both the content and the provenance fully.  Many candidates 
have understood the requirement to cross reference, although they do not universally understand 
exactly how to do it. For some candidates it amounts to little more than merely asserting similarity or 
difference or matching up quotes from the sources. 

     3.  In question b, many responses were characterised by a strong understanding of the sources and the 
issues that they related to.  Examiners were impressed by the extent of own knowledge that a number 
of candidates brought to their arguments so that well argued responses were seen.  It is important 
that candidates remember to integrate the sources and their knowledge and not to treat them 
discretely.  There were however a number of scripts which demonstrated no knowledge beyond what 
was offered in the sources.  Where this material was well used, it was possible to achieve top level 2 
in AO1, but in many cases it was linked to limited understanding of the sources.  

     4. In both a and b questions, candidates should be encouraged not to approach their answers on a 
source by source basis.  Where candidates take this approach in question a, they are unlikely to have 
engaged in substantial cross referencing throughout their answer.  Where this approach is taken in 
part b, candidates may have addressed the key issues within the approach, but it is unlikely to be 
the most effective approach in enabling them to fully engage in an argumentative and analytical 
response, and thus is unlikely to achieve the top level.  
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     Question 1 
   Question 1(a )

   Virtually all candidates recognised and exemplifi ed the challenge posed by sources 1 and 2 to the 
anchor, source 3, and many responses moved beyond superfi cial points of confl ict to show some 
awareness of areas of reconciliation. Thus, the possibility that Callaghan (Source 1) is referring only 
to immediate crisis was mooted and/or the admission that Labour faced some long-term problems was 
recognised. A pleasing number of candidates used the provenance to weigh up the evidence and arrive 
at a judgement, although this was often only partially developed and restricted to just one or two 
sources. 
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Examiner Comments

This response received a high level 4 award. The analysis is tightly focused on 
the question with areas of similarity and difference drawn out and illustrated. A 
sophisticated argument about the role of ideology in assessing success is applied to 
source 2 and there is a developed effort to weigh up the extent of the challenge in the 
light of the source attributions. 
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       Question 1(b)(i )

   The vast majority of candidates could access the key components of the debate through the source 
material and could develop at least some of these themes through the application of contextual 
knowledge. Many successfully developed the argument that   Suez   did the Conservatives ‘no harm’ 
(Source 6) by detailing the party’s subsequent electoral success and its on-going popularity. The very 
best picked up on Kilmuir’s reference to both the short and long term impact of   Suez   to weigh the 
immediate economic repercussions of the crisis against pre-existing structural problems in order to 
arrive at a balanced judgement.  
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Examiner Comments

This response received a secure level 4 award for AO2b and a high level 3 for AO1. The 
piece is well-structured and the sources are used effectively to highlight and explore 
the representation in the question. Although there is some valid contextual knowledge 
deployed to extend the reasoning, this is not extensive enough for level 4 and is 
somewhat undermined by confusion over the election result in 1959.
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        Question 1(b)(ii )

   This was the least popular of the part b) options, although those who did opt for it displayed an 
impressive grasp of the topic. The vast majority used the contrast between sources 8 and 9 as 
a platform to explore the debate, with most wanting to argue in support of the contention in 
the question.    Source 7 was used to advance this line of argument with a pleasing percentage of 
candidates aware that the political leanings of the  Express  should be taken into account when 
evaluating the weight that should be attached to the representation in the cartoon. Although a 
detailed knowledge of the narrative of the strike was not required, candidates were expected to have 
a good understanding of its key features, and this proved to be the case in many instances. 

   The following extract is illustrative of the many candidates who combined an excellent grasp of 
the key features of the strike with some sophisticated source handling skills. The candidate here is 
exploring the validity of the representation of the strike presented by Kavanagh in source 9. 

  David Kavanagh has a more nuanced view of the strike, seeking to explore the reality of the 
situation. Thatcher’s hardline against the strike is described as ‘unfl inching’. Such an attitude was 
undoubtedly the result of memories of the fall of Heath’s government in 1974 and the role the 
miners’ strike played then. Kavanagh suggests that Thatcher’s stance worried many ‘faint-hearts’. 
However, the public had given Thatcher a huge mandate for governing just a year before the miners’ 
strike and she had used this to entirely circumscribe dissident ideological views from less right wing 
Tories (or Wets) in her cabinet by 1984. Also Kavanagh’s assertion that the defeat of the government 
‘seemed perilously close’ appears to be unfounded. Even after making this claim Kavanagh himself 
goes on to state that Scargill could not overcome divisions amongst the miners. Indeed, due to 
anti-union laws introduced by Norman Tebbit in the early 1980s, the ability of the Unions to cause 
industrial unrest and cut off the supply of coal was severely curtailed.           
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Question 2 
        Question (2)(a )

      The vast majority of candidates not only recognised the basic confl ict embedded in the sources but 
also appreciated that there were areas of reconciliation. Most made some attempt to evaluate the 
strength of the evidence contained in the sources, and to reconcile the apparent confl ict in evidence 
in the light of the attributions, although this frequently lacked sophistication. However, at the higher 
levels, candidates went beyond simple assertions of bias. Thus, it was pointed out in a sizeable 
number of responses that although Whitehouse may not have been the most objective commentator, 
the fact that she was allowed to air her views on national television implied a certain level of support.  
Such developed application of source attribution is a key characteristic of a top level response. 
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Examiner Comments

This response was awarded a low level 4 mark. There is evidence of detailed cross-
referencing and an attempt to reconcile confl icting standpoints. Although an effort has 
been made to weigh up the evidence of Source 10 in the light of the attribution, this 
needs to be extended to the other sources for a higher award in level 4.
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   Question 2(b)(i )

   This was the more popular of the part b choices with an encouraging number of candidates able to 
exemplify their arguments using a wide-range of accurate and relevant contextual knowledge. Most 
candidates recognised that it was important that responses be source driven and used the embedded 
debate as a platform to develop their own lines of argument. Sources 13 and 15 raise the issue of 
a deferential press manipulated by the royals and there were many examples given to support this 
viewpoint with, unsurprisingly, Diana featuring regularly. The reference in source 14 to a shift in the 
attitude of the media over the past thirty years was appreciated by fewer candidates, although those 
who did explore this theme invariably supported it with an impressive range of exemplifi cation – from 
the Coronation onwards. 
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Examiner Comments

This response displays a good range of own knowledge but this is not used as effectively as it could 
have been. Instead of using the sources as a platform from which relevant themes can be explored, 
the candidate’s knowledge is used in isolation with the source material tagged on at the end of 
paragraphs as something of an afterthought. On top of this, the attempt to examine the provenance of 
Source 15 is unconvincing and misplaced. Overall, the candidate received a low level 4 for AO1 and top 
level 2 for AO2b.
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Question 2(b)(ii  )

   Most candidates found the source material very accessible but, for a signifi cant number, lack of 
contextual knowledge resulted in very restricted attempts to reason from the evidence of the sources. 
Some knowledge of popular music across the years was shown but for many this was divorced from 
the social and cultural landscape of the time.  The very best sited their evidence securely in the 
context of the times in order to assess the extent to which popular music could be regarded as anti-
establishment.  There was no prescribed list of groups that students were expected to discuss. Rather, 
credit was given according to the scope and quality of the material deployed.  
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Examiner Comments

This response is operating at level 2 for both assessment objectives. There is some relevant 
knowledge of popular music shown (although what constitutes Punk is rather amiss) and there is 
an interesting line of argument that many groups tackled prejudice rather than authority per se.  
However, the piece is rather too polemical and lacks both balance and range.  The sources are used 
to back up the candidate’s opinions rather than as a vehicle to establish the debate.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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