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Introduction 

  There were many good responses seen in this examination series, with many candidates achieving 
marks at Level 3 or above in all of the assessment objectives. Such candidates generally offered a 
considered analysis of the given source evidence, focused towards the demands of the questions, 
allied to strong contextual understanding and with effective deployment of well-selected own 
knowledge. Some of the issues raised in the summer report had been addressed. The purpose of these 
comments is to help to achieve further improvements in the levels of attainment.  

       1. There are three specifi c assessment objectives that are tested in this examination and it is 
important that candidates understand how these should be tackled in their responses to particular 
sections of the examination.  

        Question a requires the application of AO2a. This requires candidates to analyse, cross-reference and 
evaluate source material. 

     Question b requires the application of both AO1 (the selection and deployment of historical 
knowledge) and AO2b (the  analysis and evaluation of how issues have been interpreted and 
represented, in relation to historical context).   

    An understanding of what each assessment objective tests would help candidates to focus their 
comments more securely. For example, candidates who spend considerable amounts of time exploring 
the provenance of sources in question b may very well be addressing AO2a which is not rewarded in 
this question. 

       2. Although there was a signifi cant improvement in the understanding of the sources for question 
a, there remains a minority of candidates who would benefi t from spending more time reading the 
sources to ensure that they understand both the content and the provenance fully. Many candidates 
have understood the requirement to cross reference, although they do not universally understand 
exactly how to do it. For some candidates it amounts to little more than merely asserting similarity or 
difference or matching up quotes from the sources. 

       3. In question b, many responses were characterised by a strong understanding of the sources and the 
issues that they related to. Examiners were impressed by the extent of own knowledge that a number 
of candidates brought to their arguments so that well argued responses were seen. It is important that 
candidates remember to integrate the sources and their knowledge and not to treat them discretely. 
There were however a number of scripts which demonstrated no knowledge beyond what was offered 
in the sources. Where this material was well used, it was possible to achieve top level 2 in AO1, but in 
many cases it was linked to limited understanding of the sources.  

       4. In both a and b questions, candidate should be encouraged not to approach their answers on a 
source by source basis. Where candidates take this approach in question a, they are unlikely to have 
engaged in substantial cross referencing throughout their answer. Where this approach is taken in part 
b, candidates may have addressed the key issues within the approach, but it is unlikely to be the most 
effective approach in enabling them to fully engage in an argumentative and analytical response, and 
thus is unlikely to achieve the top level.    
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  Question 1 
  

    Question 1(a) 
   They were many good responses to this question from candidates. The strongest responses tended to 
engage well with both the issues of Scotland and France and were able to clearly examine the given 
evidence, with detailed cross-referencing used to examine the meaning of all three sources. There was 
some misinterpretation of source 3. However, whilst a small minority of candidates were seemingly 
unsure of the relationship between Cromwell and Wolsey in 1523 or attributed sinister motives to 
Cromwell without clear justifi cation, many were able to suggest valid reasons for his statement, 
similarly exploring Catherine's motives in Source 2. As in previous series, close reading of the 
evidence was crucial, with better responses showing awareness of nuances such as the chronological 
relationship between the sources, often focusing carefully on the issue of 'remained'. Thankfully, the 
occurrence of candidates conducting a sequenced trawl through the sources was reduced, although a 
minority of responses did lack focus in offering an evaluation of the nature of the Scottish threat from 
their wider knowledge that went signifi cantly away from the demands of the a) question. 
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Examiner Comments

The candidate offers a tightly focused cross-reference which 
demonstrates an understanding of the evidence provided by the sources 
in context, whilst also applying valid consideration of the provenance 
of the sources. The rest of the response was developed in a similar 
manner, reaching clear judgemnet on the extent of agreement. Thus 
the response achieved a level 4.



6

GCE History 6HI02 A

Question 1(b) (i) 
   Most responses were aware of and able to articulate arguments, with common views being along 
the lines of ‘Wolsey was trusted and undertook all administration, which inevitably created enemies 
and thus diffi culties with implications for Henry's authority’ and ‘Wolsey being purposely given a 
myriad of roles and titles to ensure strength and control of kingdom by Henry'.    Many candidates 
offered a balanced response, aided by the three sources and drawing on clear knowledge of Wolsey's 
activities.    However, a small minority did drift towards a more generalised assessment of Wolsey 
or focus too heavily on foreign policy without effectively relating this to the issue at hand.    A small 
number of candidates still tend to write at length on the attributes of the sources with little real 
direction of this towards the debate at hand, although this issue does appear to have been reduced. 
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Examiner Comments

The response demonstrates a broad understanding of the 
question and offers some relevant knowledge of Wolsey. Source 
4 is used, with the resposne explaining what the evidence 
shows.  However, this is not directed towards the demands 
of the question, more describing what Wolsey did.  Thus, the 
response was awarded a level 2 for both assessment objectives, 
as material is mostly implicit and lacks analytical development.
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 Question 1(b)ii 
   There were many well developed responses to this question, with candidates seemingly well able to 
offer a good range of own knowledge on this issue.    However, within this a minority did lose focus in 
deployment of this at times, largely through i) examining material more relevant to questions on the 
latter aspects of the course, such as the dissolution, or ii) focusing heavily on the annulment without 
fully connecting this to the stated argument.    Most candidates did seem able to structure responses at 
level 3 or above, offering some engagement with the debate, identifying and analysing the views of 
the sources with some level of integration of own knowledge.    The strongest responses were often well 
structured around clearly established factors for the reformation, often preceded by plans outlining 
these with indications of how the sources and contextual knowledge would be related through the 
response. 
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Examiner Comments

 The candidate clearly engages with the question and maintains this focus throughout.    Issues 
are well developed, offering an analysis of what brought about the reformation which 
integrates own knowledge and evidence from the sources in a structured and effective 
manner.    The candidate clearly appreciates the evidence provided offers    views on the 
debate and confi dently examines these towards reaching judgement in the section of the 
response that is shown.    Thus the response achieved a level 4 mark in both A01 and A02b. 
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Question 2 

Question 2(a)
      This was a well balanced set of sources that seemed to allow students to utilise the sources to 
evaluate the degree to which there was a threat.    The resultant answers were across the range of 
marks from those which offered understanding of the evidence, but with limited comparison between 
sources, through to excellent responses which were reasoned, selective, highly organised and well 
able to evaluate the sources as a set.    The majority of candidates offered detailed cross-referencing 
and so achieved level 3 or above.    Many strong responses were highly attuned to the question, 
discriminating over the relationship between economic diffi culties and stability.    An increasing number 
of candidates seem to effectively structure their answers to give weight to the status of the evidence 
in examining points of cross-reference and reaching judgement, with some thoughtful and reasonable 
consideration of the likes of the intent of the Privy Council or the extent to which their instructions 
for Oxfordshire (Source 11) or the signifi cance of Elizabeth having to make the 'Golden Speech' (Source 
12), although a very small minority did attempt to use words such as 'weight' without real development 
of this. 
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Examiner Comments

 The candidate clearly focuses on the debate over the impact of 
economic issues on stability.    The evidence of the sources is carefully 
examined, cross-referencing Sources 10 and 11 to establish what they 
reveal regarding unrest.    The candidate is clearly aware of the need to 
consider the weight of the evidence for the highest levels and does so 
effectively, so achieving a level 4 for A02a. 
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 Question 2(b) (i) 
  There was a range of material presented in response to the weaknesses in James I’s reign. Many 
candidates offered a range of policy areas and issues as a basis for structuring their arguments.    

Candidates were evidently prompted by the sources and many were able to extend these issues with 
detailed knowledge of   religion, foreign policy, fi nance and relations with Parliament, the majority 
were usually able to focus these on arguments concerning the relative weaknesses.     

 There was less attention made of James’ predilections than on previously related questions, although 
many astute candidates offered valid analysis connecting these, such as extravagance and fi nancial 
failure.    Strong responses often focused their evaluation on the interrelationship between these issues, 
such as using Source 15 as an entry point to a debate on the issues of foreign policy, relations with 
parliament and religion. 
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Examiner Comments

The response shows some focus on the question, examining here his 
handling of fi nances.    Own knowledge is usually well selected and 
intergrated, although a consistent focus on developing argument is not 
maintained. Thus the response achieved a high level 3 for AO1 and a 
low level 4 for A02b.
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Question 2(b) (ii) 
       The majority of candidates found this an accessible debate, producing responses which offered a 
range of knowledge of the reign of Charles I and to consider his responsibility across a range of areas.   
 A signifi cant number of responses showed excellent awareness of the differing views of Charles, 
extending beyond the sources too offer reasoned and balanced assessments. Whilst a    small minority of 
candidates wandered beyond the date range, the vast majority were in the main well focused.    Many 
candidates seemed well prepared for a question on this issue; the best responses were fl exible in 
adapting prepared arguments and applying contextual knowledge to the debate.    Candidates generally 
seemed confi dent in examining the views of the sources and often analysing these in relation to each 
other and own knowledge, although the consistency of integration, along with the effectiveness of an 
overall conclusion, was often a discriminating factor in the higher levels.  

  

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

     

 
   
 
 

 
 



15

                                                                                 GCE History 6HI02 A

 

  
   

 

 
 



16

GCE History 6HI02 A

  

 
 

  
 



17

                                                                                 GCE History 6HI02 A

 

  

       

Examiner Comments

The candidate clearly establishes both an understanding with the 
debate at hand and the views presented by the given evidence. 
Evidence is used with discrimination, with issues identifi ed and selected 
evidence from the sources examined in exploring arguments raised. 
Own knowledge is also carefully selected across the range of issues, 
with sources cross-referenced in developing a consistently focused and 
structured response. This standard was maintained throughout to a well 
reasoned judgement and thus the response achieved full marks on both 
assessment objectives
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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