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Choose EITHER A1 (Question 1) OR A2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.


A1 – Henry VIII: Authority, Nation and Religion, 1509–40


Sources for use with Question 1 (a)


SOURCE 1
(From  Edward Hall’s Chronicle, a history of the early Tudors published 1542.  Hall was a London lawyer 
and MP in the Reformation Parliament.)


In February [1536] the Parliament met at Westminster, which made many good and 
wholesome laws.  One of these gave to the King, with the consent of the great and 
fat abbeys, all religious houses of the value of 300 marks and under, in the hope 
that their great monasteries would still continue.  But even at that time one speaker 
said in the Parliament House, that these were like little thorns, but the great abbeys 
were like rotten old oaks and they must follow.


1


5


SOURCE 2
(From a report sent to Thomas Cromwell’s office by Sir William Fairfax in 1537.  Fairfax had leased 
Ferriby Priory near Hull, which was seized by rebels from nearby during the Pilgrimage of Grace in 
1536 and restored to the monks.)


The monasteries which were not suppressed make friends and stir up the poor to 
stick by them.  The monks who were suppressed inhabit the villages round their 
monasteries and daily urge the people to put them in again.


SOURCE 3
(From the document signed by Abbot Roger Pyle surrendering Whalley Abbey to the King in 1537 
after the monks took part in the Pilgrimage of Grace.  The abbey was owned by the great monastery 
of Furness.)


I, Roger, abbot of the monastery of Furness, knowing the evil life lived by the 
brethren of Whalley Abbey, do freely and wholly surrender the said abbey unto 
the King’s Highness.  I grant to him and to his heirs for evermore all its lands, rents, 
possessions, goods and chattels.  And henceforth I shall be ready whensoever I 
shall be called upon, to confirm, ratify and establish this my deed.


10
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Sources for use with Question 1 (b)(i)


SOURCE 4
(From J. J. Scarisbrick, Henry VIII, published 1968)


Cavendish [Wolsey’s friend and servant] tells us how shrewdly Wolsey judged the 
young king and encouraged him to cast off the cares of state.  For much of the time, 
as week after week Henry hawked and hunted, jousted, played tennis, made music, 
danced and banqueted, it must have seemed that a self-indulgent king had wholly 
surrendered the cares of state into the Cardinal’s hands. 


15


SOURCE 5
(From John Lotherington, The Tudor Years, published 1994)


Historians are fascinated with the question of where power really lay in Tudor 
England.  Some see Tudor government and politics as essentially dominated by 
‘faction’ – competing groups ambitious for office and personal power.  Faction 
was closely linked to patronage.  Ambitious men needed a wealthy and powerful 
patron, whom they would support in return for office and other privileges. 
Wolsey held a dominant position in government and controlled the distribution 
of patronage.  However, he lacked the intimate daily contact that the king shared 
with the minions, his friends and associates among the nobility.  And of course the 
ultimate source of all power was the king.


20


25


SOURCE 6
(From a letter written by Henry VIII to Cardinal Wolsey in 1520)


Although writing is somewhat tedious to me, I thought it best not to allow anyone 
else to bear this message.  I desire you to keep a careful watch on the Duke of 
Suffolk, the Duke of Buckingham, my lord of Northumberland, my lord Derby, my 
lord of Wiltshire, and on any others of whom you are suspicious.


30







4
H35561A


Sources for use with Question 1 (b)(ii)


SOURCE 7
(From the Commons’ Supplication against the Ordinaries, drafted by Thomas Cromwell in 1529 and 
presented to the King in 1532.  It was used to bring about the submission of the clergy to royal 
authority and English law.)


The clergy of this realm have made and daily make laws in their Convocation 
concerning non-spiritual matters.  They declare that those who infringe them are 
subject to excommunication and even guilty of heresy.  These laws do not have 
your assent, and some clash with the laws of your kingdom.  They are not even 
published in English.  And by these means your subjects are brought to question 
your laws and authority and do not know whom to obey.


35


SOURCE 8
(From David Loades, Henry VIII: Court, Church and Conflict, published 2007)


For three years after Wolsey’s fall in 1529 the king dealt directly with his council 
in the traditional manner.  This did not suit Henry’s style. By 1533 he had found a 
replacement for Wolsey in the self-taught lawyer, Thomas Cromwell.  The secret of 
Cromwell’s success lay in a phenomenal capacity for hard work, and the ability to 
turn Henry’s rather vague ideas about ecclesiastical authority into parliamentary 
legislation.  He was, above all, a finder of ways and means, but the direction of 
policy was always decided by the king.


40


45


SOURCE 9
(From A. G. R. Smith, The Emergence of a Nation State, 1529–1660, published 1984)


Guided by Thomas Cromwell, the changes of the 1530s led to the formal 
establishment of an English ‘nation state’, a kingdom and people subject to no 
outside authority.  These changes also helped to increase the role and status of 
Parliament, and subject all parts of the kingdom to royal authority in a uniform way.  
It is for these concepts and ideas that Cromwell the administrator deserves to be 
remembered.


50
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Choose EITHER A1 (Question 1) OR A2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.


A2 – Crown, Parliament and Authority in England, 1588–1629


Sources for use with Question 2 (a)


SOURCE 10
(From a letter written by Prince Charles to the Pope in 1623, as part of his pursuit of a Spanish 
marriage)


Be your Holiness persuaded that I am and ever shall be of such moderation as to 
keep away from any undertaking which may suggest hatred towards the Roman 
Catholic religion.  Since we all worship one undivided God and Trinity and one 
Christ crucified, I will instead seize all opportunities so that we may be banded 
together unanimously to one faith.


1


5


SOURCE 11
(From a letter written to the Doge and Senate of Venice by the Venetian ambassador to  London in 
April 1625, describing arrangements for King Charles’ marriage to Henrietta Maria)


They propose to perform the ceremony in France before the funeral of King James I 
here, after which the bride will cross the sea.  King Charles has reissued the orders in 
favour of the Catholics, though they will have to behave moderately, as his Majesty 
seems devoted to his own faith and has declared that he will give them protection, 
but not liberty.10


SOURCE 12
(Resolutions on religion presented by a committee of MPs to the House of Commons in 1629)


We observe an extraordinary growth of popery, with frequent, public and 
uncontrolled attendance at mass, even in the queen’s court to the great scandal of 
his majesty’s government.  The spreading of the Arminian faction has kindled a fire 
of division in the very bowels of the State.  The bold and unwarranted introducing 
of new ceremonies like those practised in the Church of Rome divides us from the 
reformed Churches in Europe and casts doubt upon our professed and established 
religion.  Books written in our defence are suppressed, and persons who maintain 
papistical, Arminian and superstitious opinions are favoured and promoted, such 
as Mr Montagu, made Bishop of Chichester.


15
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Sources for use with Question 2 (b)(i)


SOURCE 13
(From a letter written in 1587 by Lord Burghley, the Lord Treasurer, to Sir Christopher Hatton, the Lord 
Chancellor)


The great problem is a lack of trade, not only in cloth but of all English goods. 
They are barred from Spain, Portugal, Barbary, France, Flanders, Hamburg and the 
Netherland States.  The people of the kingdom who have lived by these trades 
must perish without them, or fall into violence and take from others, which is a 
state of rebellion.  The original cause is the enmity between the King of Spain and 
her Majesty, and a return to friendship would be the best remedy.


20


25


SOURCE 14
(From Geoffrey Regan, Elizabeth I, published 1988)


Inflation meant that Elizabeth had to turn to parliament for subsidies.  MPs were 
aware of her needs, but parliamentary subsidies were collected by the local gentry, 
who assessed their own contributions.  In spite of inflation and the escalating 
burden of foreign wars, these assessments were never updated.  The increase 
in prices harmed the poor most and, as the tax assessors were members of the 
gentry, the tax burden was also placed mostly on the poor.  Inadequate revenues, 
high taxes and social unrest created a vicious circle, and the 1590s saw the early 
stages of a confrontation between Crown and Parliament over the issue of financial 
control.


30


SOURCE 15
(From a letter sent by the Irish rebel leaders to Philip II in 1595, appealing for Spanish help to drive out 
English rule)


Our only hope of re-establishing the Catholic religion rests on your assistance.  We 
beg you to send us 2000–3000 soldiers, with money and arms.  With such aid we 
hope to restore the faith of the Church and to secure you a kingdom.


35
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Sources for use with Question 2 (b)(ii)


SOURCE 16
(From the Autobiography of Sir Simonds d’Ewes, a baronet and MP in the parliaments of James I and 
Charles I.  The book was written at the time, although not published until 1845.)


The king was buried on May 7 [1625].  It amazed me to see men disregard the loss 
of so mild and gentle a prince.  He had his faults, and the true Church of God was 
well nigh ruined in Germany, whilst we sat still and watched.  But he took care to 
maintain the doctrine of the Church of England pure and sound and opposed Jacob 
Arminius.  He protected the liberties of the English rather than infringing them or 
oppressing them with illegal taxes.  If we consider his virtues, we must acknowledge 
that his death deserved more sorrow from his subjects than it found.


40


SOURCE 17
(From Barry Coward, Stuart England, published 1997)


James’s extravagance was a major cause of royal debts.  He ignored Salisbury’s 
warning that ‘it is not possible for a king of England to be rich and safe except by 
being frugal’.  This caused MPs to mutter that they should not vote subsidies to 
be wasted.  More importantly it undermined the attempts made by Salisbury and 
later by Cranfield to undertake the necessary and fundamental reform of royal 
administration and finances.  An extravagant king, who presided over a Court in 
which financial corruption was rife, was not the ideal leader of a successful reform 
programme.


45


50


SOURCE 18
(Comments made by James I to the Spanish Ambassador after the Addled Parliament of 1614)


The House of Commons is a body without a head.  I am surprised that my ancestors 
should ever have permitted it to come into existence.  I am obliged to put up with 
what I cannot get rid of.55


Every effort has been made to contact the copyright holders where possible.  In some cases, every effort to contact 
copyright holders has been unsuccessful and Edexcel will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgement 
at the first opportunity.
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6HI02/A – Early Modern British History: Crown and Authority

Choose EITHER A1 (Question 1) OR A2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.

A1 – Henry VIII: Authority, Nation and Religion, 1509–40

Study the relevant sources in the Sources Insert.  
Answer Question 1, parts (a) and (b).  There is a choice of questions in part (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.
You should start the answer to part (b) (i) OR (b) (ii) on page 9.

Question 1

Answer part (a) and then answer EITHER part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii).

(a) Study Sources 1, 2 and 3.

 How far do Sources 1, 2 and 3 suggest that it was their links with rebellion in 1536 
that brought about the dissolution of the greater monasteries and abbeys in the years 
1537– 39?

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 1, 2 and 3.
(20)

EITHER

(b) (i) Use Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that in the years 1515–25 Henry VIII wholly 
surrendered power in government to Cardinal Wolsey?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.
(40)

OR

(b) (ii) Use Sources 7, 8 and 9 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that the decisive influence in shaping the Reformation 
of the 1530s was Thomas Cromwell’s idea of a nation state?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 7, 8 and 9 and your own knowledge.
(40)

(Total for Question 1 = 60 marks)
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6HI02/A – Early Modern British History: Crown and Authority

Choose EITHER A1 (Question 1) OR A2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.

A2 – Crown, Parliament and Authority in England, 1588–1629

Study the relevant sources in the Sources Insert.  
Answer Question 2, parts (a) and (b).  There is a choice of questions in part (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.
You should start the answer to part (b) (i) OR (b) (ii) on page 9.

Question 2

Answer part (a) and then answer EITHER part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii).

(a) Study Sources 10, 11 and 12.

 How far do Sources 10, 11 and 12 suggest that Charles I could not be relied upon to 
defend the Church of England?

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 10, 11 and 12.
(20)

EITHER

(b) (i) Use Sources 13, 14 and 15 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that most of Queen Elizabeth’s problems in the last 
decade of her reign were caused by the continuing war with Spain?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 13, 14 and 15 and your own knowledge.
(40)

OR

(b) (ii) Use Sources 16, 17 and 18 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that until 1621 James I’s successes outweighed his 
failures as a monarch?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 16, 17 and 18 and your own knowledge.
(40)

(Total for Question 2 = 60 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box .  If you change your mind, 
put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen Question Number:

  Question 1 Question 2
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