
Examiners’ Report

January 2010

Edexcel Limited. Registered in England and Wales No. 4496750 
Registered Office: One90 High Holborn, London WC1V 7BH

GCE  History  6HI02/B



ii

History  6HI02/B

Edexcel is one of the leading examining and awarding bodies in the UK and throughout the world. 
We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and 
specific programmes for employers. 

Through a network of UK and overseas offices, Edexcel’s centres receive the support they need to 
help them deliver their education and training programmes to learners. 

For further information, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our GCSE team on 0844 576 
0027, or visit our website at www.edexcel.com. If you have any subject specific questions about 
the content of this Examiners’ Report that require the help of a subject specialist, you may find 
our Ask The Expert email service helpful. 

Ask The Expert can be accessed online at the following link: 

http://www.edexcel.com/Aboutus/contact-us/ 

Alternatively, you can speak directly to a subject specialist at Edexcel on our dedicated History 
telephone line: 0844 576 0034

ResultsPlus is our unique performance improvement service for you and your students.

It helps you to:

Raise attainment - by providing in-depth analysis of where your class did well and not so 
well, enabling you to identify areas to focus on/make improvements.

Spot performance trends at a glance by accessing one-click reports. You can even choose to 
compare your cohort’s performance against other schools throughout the UK.

Personalise your students’ learning by reviewing how each student performed, by question 
and paper you can use the detailed analysis to shape future learning.

Meet the needs of your students on results day by having immediate visibility of their exam 
performance at your fingertips to advise on results.

To find out more about ResultsPlus and for a demonstration visit 
http://resultsplus.edexcel.org.uk/home

January 2010

Publications Code US022884

All the material in this publication is copyright 
© Edexcel Ltd 2010

•

•

•

•



�

History  6HI02/B

GCE History 6HI02 Option B
There were some very good responses to this examination, with a sizeable number of candidates able to 
combine effective source handling skills with focused deployment of accurate and relevant own knowledge 
to achieve marks at level 3 and above. It was encouraging to see that many of the issues which had been 
identified in the summer report as posing problems for students were no longer causes for concern. 
However, there were still some common errors which undermined the quality of students’ work and the 
purpose of the following comments is to offer some guidance for raising attainment. 

1. Some candidates continue to lose marks because they seem unaware of the skills that specific elements 
of the exam are addressing. Overall 3 assessment objectives are being addressed in the Unit 2 exam; part 
(a) addresses AO2a (analysis, cross-referencing and evaluation of source material) and part (b) addresses 
AO1 and AO2b (analysis and evaluation of how issues have been interpreted and represented, in relation to 
historical context). It is vital, therefore, that students appreciate the differences between these assessment 
objectives and understand which of the 3 AO’s is being tested in the two questions they are required to 
attempt.

2. The most common reason for low performance in the part (a) question was an inability to comprehend 
and interpret the source material effectively. Occasionally, this was the result of limited vocabulary. 
However, more often than not, it stemmed from rushed and careless reading. It is important that candidates 
take time to read the sources, both content and attributions, carefully and precisely. One of the key 
characteristics of high performing responses to part (a) questions is detailed cross-referencing and this, first 
and foremost, demands clarity and accuracy in source comprehension. 

3. One other area of confusion in the part (a) question surrounds the application of wider knowledge. 
Candidates cannot be rewarded for wider knowledge included in responses to part (a), since the questions 
target AO2 only. However, candidates should not ignore the historical context, or ‘pretend they know 
nothing’ outside the sources. At best, the placing of sources in a contextual vacuum may lead to a tendency 
to take them at face value and restrict responses to L1 or L2, or to speculation that is not focused on the 
defined enquiry. Therefore contextual awareness, especially an understanding of issues and attitudes, should 
be applied in order to help candidates:

See the implications of statements within a source and make inferences relating to the enquiry –

See the significance of the information given in the provenance of a source as a means of interpreting 
and evaluating the evidence offered by the source content. However, it should be emphasised that any 
references should be brief, and directly applied to developing arguments from the sources. 

Contextual knowledge therefore plays a role in enabling candidates to interpret and evaluate evidence in 
order to reach higher levels, but it cannot be rewarded by separate marks. A brief reference may be useful 
in explaining the implications of a particular piece of evidence or the significance of its provenance and 
therefore support higher level arguments within AO2. Longer passages of contextual knowledge are a waste 
of time and may actually lead the candidate away from the task – which is the analysis, interpretation and 
evaluation of evidence from the sources, in order to reach a judgement. However, candidates should not be 
discouraged from applying contextual awareness in handling the sources.
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4. For part (b) questions it is important that candidates appreciate what they are being asked to do. A Part 
(b) task focuses on combining and integrating evidence from sources with wider knowledge in order to 
evaluate a given statement or view, and develop a substantiated judgement on this basis. It, therefore, draws 
on a conceptual understanding that all historical judgements are, in fact, based upon interpretations. Thus, 
candidates should analyse the evidence of the source material to support and challenge the representation 
in the question. The sources should be approached as a set and there will be some cross-referencing 
of evidence between sources and/or between sources and contextual knowledge to develop relevant 
arguments. At higher levels, conflicting arguments will be evaluated by reference to context and provenance 
to attempt to establish an overall judgement. However, it is important here that candidates do not engage 
in formulaic or routine evaluation of provenance. Provenance need only be assessed where it helps to weigh 
up the quality of the evidence in relation to the claim under investigation. Thus, in the best responses 
discussion will proceed on the basis of reasoning from the sources and discriminating use of evidence that 
has been weighed and contextualised to examine conflicting arguments and reach a reasoned conclusion.

5.  Both part (a) and part (b) tasks are challenging, requiring candidates to engage in complex cross-
referencing and analysis. To meet the assessment objectives effectively requires careful preparation and 
it is noticeable that more and more of the higher performing scripts include substantial plans. It cannot, 
therefore, be stressed enough that thorough and detailed planning centred around the source material is a 
prerequisite for success in this unit.
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Question B1

Question 1(a)

Most candidates found this an accessible question and were able to understand the basic message of each 
source, including the cartoon and then go on to link this message to the focus of the question. There was 
however, a marked tendency for many candidates to work through each source in turn, paraphrasing the 
content, making some links to the question and possibly re-stating aspects of the information provided in 
the provenance, often without exploring its implications. This was particularly evident in references to the 
provenance of source 1 where many candidates did not make the link between the date of the cartoon and 
the passage of legislation. Such responses can achieve a sound level 2 but are unable to move into level 3. 
Where candidates began to cross reference the sources more directly and more closely and linked this to a 
reasoned discussion of the importance of the timing of the sources, it was possible to access level 4.
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Examiner Comments

This response illustrates the source by source approach to this question that is taken by many 
candidates. The content of each source is described in turn; thus there is no genuine cross referencing 
although both the introduction and conclusion to the answer suggest some awareness of the need 
to treat the sources as a group. The provenance is largely asserted rather than used to explain. This 
response is a strong level 2.  
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Examiner Comments

By contrast, this response clearly engages in sustained cross referencing between the sources which are 
explored and developed. When dealing with the provenance of the sources, it considers the significance 
of the dates and examines the weight that can be ascribed to each source. This is a secure level 4 
response.
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Question 1(b)(i)

This was very much the more popular of the two choices in this section and most candidates demonstrated 
that they were knowledgeable about many aspects of Chartism. Weaker responses often used the sources 
to develop answers that were not directly linked to the question focus, frequently drifting to an exposition 
either of why Chartism failed or the nature of Chartist leadership. At this level of response , there was also 
some confusion about the precise message of source 4 although sources 5 and 6 were understood at face 
value and used to direct the response in the direction that ha been selected.  Better responses demonstrated 
an awareness that an interpretation was being considered and reached a judgement about whether or not 
Chartism was a failure, with most candidates arguing for short-term failure and longer term significance. For 
some this judgement was based largely or exclusively in the political arena, but some of the best responses 
were developed beyond this, often picking up the reference to literacy in source 6 as a starting point.
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Question 1(b)(ii)

This was not a popular question and where tackled attracted largely weak responses with a very few high 
quality responses. Weaker candidates often did not use the sources very effectively, either paraphrasing 
them with virtually no own knowledge to support their arguments or making a range of generalised 
comments that made only limited reference to the sources and the question focus. However, where this 
question was tackled successfully, candidates performed at a very high standard. They showed themselves 
able to use the sources as a group to consider the nature of both Liberal and Conservative approaches to 
party campaigning techniques and promises and were able to support this with very good own knowledge 
that was well integrated with the sources to produce a well-developed analysis of a range of relevant issues.

Examiner Comments

Although this candidate may have run out of time in view of the brevity of the judgement made 
in the conclusion, this response demonstrates a number of features that exemplify a response 
that can achieve level 4 for both assessment objectives. The sources are used as a group and 
cross referenced to drive an argument. The candidate has fully elicited material from the sources 
e.g. the reference to literacy from source 6. It is worth pointing out that the candidate does not 
make very much reference to provenance in this response; this is perfectly acceptable as this is 
not what AO2b is testing or rewarding. This candidate has strong own knowledge in places which 
is well integrated with the sources.
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Question B2

Question 2a

The sources in this question did pose some problems for some candidates. Whilst most candidates 
appreciated the basic message conveyed by Malthus in source 10, their ability to read the message of the 
other two sources varied. Some candidates misinterpreted source 11 and others source 12. This meant that 
even where candidates attempted to cross reference the sources, they were not always successful in doing 
so as their cross referencing was based on a mistaken interpretation. Provenance was frequently re-stated, 
rather than used to consider the weight that could be given to the sources; this was often linked to an 
approach which paraphrased the content of each source in turn without attempting to cross reference them. 
Such responses can achieve a sound level 2 but are unable to move into level 3. Better responses engaged in 
accurate cross referencing, considering the counter claims of sources 11 and 12. They also began to explore 
the significance of the provenance in terms of time and place.
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Examiner Comments

This response clearly demonstrates an awareness of the need to cross reference the sources and 
attempts to do so, although it is not always fully effective in this. It does however use the provenance 
quite strongly to probe the weight that the sources can bear. This combination of features makes this 
response a level 3/4 borderline answer. To be a secure level 4 response, the cross referencing would need 
to be developed further and sustained through the answer.
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Question 2(b)(i)

There was no significant disparity between the numbers attempting each question in this section.  Most 
candidates were able to understand the key arguments that were presented in the sources and were able to 
integrate this with some own knowledge, even if this amounted to little more than an awareness of some 
of the worse of the excesses and scandals that characterised the workhouse. However, it was surprising 
that so few candidates from across the range picked up on the reference in source 15 to the example of the 
success of deterrence at Cuckfield. Weaker responses tended to work through the sources sequentially with 
some additional comment and links made to the question. Better responses used the sources as a group to 
present evidence to support the statement, usually using source 15 as their starting point with support from 
source 13.  Source 14 was then used to offer an alternative view which was developed in stronger responses 
to show that the new Poor Law was not unremittingly deterrent. Some candidates additionally began to 
consider and develop other explanations for deterrence, such as economic costs. Such responses with a 
range of arguments developed from the integration of sources and own knowledge could move to level 4.
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Examiner Comments

Despite the fact that there is some repetition in this answer, the candidate does understand many of the 
key issues that are raised by this question. There is sound contextual own knowledge which is integrated 
with the sources to support the arguments that are presented. For this reason, the answer reaches low 
level 4 in AO1, but would have been more secure in the level with some further specific own knowledge 
to support the arguments. The sources are used in terms of support and challenge to the view and for 
this achieve high level 3. Some time is spent discussing reliability, but this is not an essential feature of 
AO2b.
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Question 2(b)(ii)

Most candidates were able to understand the key arguments that were presented in the sources and 
were able to integrate this with some own knowledge, although this was often quite generalised.  Some 
candidates read source 16 only at face value, but many candidates recognised the implicit reference to 
laisser faire in source 18. The sources provided candidates with a range of obstacles for consideration, 
especially if they were able to go beyond face value of the sources in their interpretation, such as using 
source 16 as the basis of a discussion on the engineering difficulties that faced projects. Weaker responses 
tended to work through the sources sequentially with some additional comment and links made to the 
question. Better responses used the sources as a group to consider the role of local interests before turning 
to a consideration of other obstacles. They were able to integrate the sources with their own knowledge, 
which was for some candidates largely contextual. Some candidates were very well informed about a range 
of issues and were able to use this knowledge in conjunction with the sources to impressive effect to argue 
about the relative significance of local interests.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate has clearly understood the focus of the question, but the material presented lacks 
depth and development – hence low level 3 for AO1. A little additional time may have been available 
for greater development if the candidate had not spent so much time at the start summarising the 
sources; this added very little to the argument. Quotations are selected from the sources to buttress the 
argument – a level 2 quality for AO2b.
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6HI02 B Statistics

Mark Ranges and Award of Grades

Maximum Mark (Raw) Mean Mark Standard Deviation 

60 37.1 8.3

 

Grade Max. Mark A B C D E 

Raw boundary mark 60 45 40 35 30 26

Uniform boundary mark 100 80 70 60 50 40

% Candidates 21.3 41.4 60.7 81.2 92.8
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