
Centre Number Candidate Number

Write your name here
Surname Other names

Total Marks

Paper Reference

     Turn over

*N34866A0120*

Edexcel GCE

History
Advanced Subsidiary
Unit 2
Option E: Britain in the Later 20th Century:

Responding to Change
Monday 8 June 2009 – Morning
Time: 1 hour 20 minutes

You must have:
Sources Insert (enclosed)

6HI02/E

Instructions

• Use black ink or ball-point pen.
• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name, 
 centre number and candidate number.
•  Answer question part (a) and part (b) of the topic for which you have been 

prepared.  There is a choice of questions in part (b).
• Answer the questions in the spaces provided 
 – there may be more space than you need.

Information

• The total mark for this paper is 60. 
• The marks for each question are shown in brackets
 – use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.
• The quality of your written communication will be assessed in ALL your 
 responses
  – you should take particular care with your spelling, punctuation and grammar,

as well as the clarity of expression.

Advice

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.
• Keep an eye on the time.
• Check your answers if you have time at the end.

N34866A
©2009 Edexcel Limited.

1/1/1/1/1/




     Turn over


Paper Reference


History
Advanced Subsidiary
Unit 2
Option E: Britain in the Later 20th Century:


Responding to Change
Monday 8 June 2009 – Morning
Sources Insert 6HI02/E
Do not return the insert with the question paper.


N34866A
©2009 Edexcel Limited.


1/1/1/1/1/
*N34866A*


Edexcel GCE







2
N34866A


Choose EITHER E1 (Question 1) OR E2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.


E1 – British Political History, 1945–90: Consensus and Conflict


Sources for use with Question 1 (a)


SOURCE 1
(From the Labour Party’s Election Manifesto, 1959)


Mr Macmillan told us that the old division of Britain into the two nations, the Haves 
and Have Nots, has disappeared.  In fact, the contrast between the extremes of 
wealth and poverty is sharper today than eight years ago.  The businessman with 
a tax-free expense account, the speculator with tax-free capital gains, and the 
retiring company director with a tax-free redundancy payment due to a take-over 
bid – these people have ‘never had it so good’.  It is not so good for the widowed 
mother with children, the chronic sick, the 400,000 unemployed, and the millions 
of pensioners who have no adequate pension.


1


5


SOURCE 2
(From the Evening Standard newspaper, 29 June 1959.  The cartoon shows Derick Heathcoat-Amory, 
then Chancellor of the Exchequer in Macmillan’s Government.)


“... and, remember, any increase in wages must come
out of increased productivity ...”
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SOURCE 3
(From a speech by Harold Macmillan at Bedford, 20 July 1957)


These increased earnings come from the increasing production of most of our main 
industries – steel, coal, motor cars; a large part of the increase in output is going to 
exports or to investment.  That is all to the good.  Indeed, let us be frank about it: 
most of our people have never had it so good.


What is beginning to worry some of us is, is it too good to be true?  Our constant 
concern today is: can prices be steadied while at the same time we maintain full 
employment?


10


15







4
N34866A


Sources for use with Question 1 (b)(i)


SOURCE 4
(From a speech by Sam Watson, the Durham Miners’ Leader, at the Labour Party Conference in 1950)


Poverty has been abolished, hunger is unknown.  The sick are tended, the old folks 
are cherished, our children are growing up in a land of opportunity.


SOURCE 5
(From Martin Daunton, ‘The Labour Party and Clause Four’, in History Review 22, published 1995)


Many critics of the Labour Party, both at the time and more recently, have argued 
that the policies which were implemented between 1945 and 1951 were marked 
by a bureaucratic, cold and calculating approach.  This approach showed scant 
regard for participation by workers in management, for the needs of consumers 
or for popular control.  The nationalised industries were criticised as being remote, 
unaccountable and inefficient.


20


SOURCE 6
(From James Barber, ‘Attlee and his Cabinets’, in History Review 17, published 1993)


The new Labour government achieved a great deal and its achievements are all the 
greater when set in the context of the shattered post-war world, and the enormous 
problems which the government faced at home and abroad.  When Attlee left 
office in 1951 the country was much changed from the one he inherited in 1945.  In 
the first nine months, 75 bills were introduced and as many as 55 received the Royal 
Assent in that time.  In all, Parliament put 345 Acts on the Statute Book, including the 
creating of the welfare state, the establishment of the NHS and the nationalisation 
of coal, steel, transport and power.  The achievements were remarkable.


25


30
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Sources for use with Question 1 (b)(ii)


SOURCE 7
(From Norman Lowe, Mastering Modern British History, published 1984)


All its achievements were not enough to dispel the impression that, in the years 
1964–70, Labour, apart perhaps from its last year in office, had made many of the 
same mistakes as the Conservatives.  They had not ‘got the economy right’.  Several 
key industries – coalmining, shipbuilding, textiles and railways – continued to 
shrink, and this caused unemployment to rise from around 400,000 in 1964 to just 
over 600,000 by 1970.


35


SOURCE 8
(From Chris Rowe, Britain 1929–98, published 2004)


The record of the Labour Government from 1964–70 was not all failure.  Important 
social legislation was passed in 1967 and 1968: the Abortion Act, the Sexual 
Offenders Act and the Race Relations Act were all key measures in modernising 
outdated laws and attitudes.  Labour’s economic difficulties were managed very 
effectively by the new Chancellor, Roy Jenkins, who achieved a healthier balance 
of payments situation in time for the 1970 election.


40


SOURCE 9
(From the Daily Telegraph, a right of centre newspaper, published on 26 July 1970.  The figure with the 
pipe depicts Harold Wilson.)
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Choose EITHER E1 (Question 1) OR E2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.


E2 – Mass Media, Popular Culture and Social Change in Britain since 1945


Sources for use with Question 2 (a)


SOURCE 10
(Part of a speech by Tam Dalyell, a Labour MP, reported in The Times newspaper 25 September 1984. 
Dalyell had received leaked documents concerning the sinking of the Belgrano from Clive Ponting who, 
as a result of supplying these documents, was due to stand trial the following month for breaching the 
Official Secrets Act.)


The civil servant who jeopardises his own career for the public good is possibly 
the noblest of them all.  In a democracy like ours, the government should answer 
all questions, not only those that are favourable to the government.  Only leaks, it 
seems, will reveal the more spectacular parts of the iceberg.  As at Watergate, which 
exposed President Nixon, so investigators, whether journalists or MPs, needed an 
informant to suggest what questions to ask.


1


5


SOURCE 11
(From the Evening Standard newspaper, 20 August 1984.  Clive Ponting had made his first appearance 
in court on Saturday 18 August.  The figure attempting to keep the skeleton in the cupboard is the 
Prime Minister, Margaret Thatcher.)


SOURCE 12
(From Clive Ponting, The Right to Know, published 1985.  Ponting had been found not guilty of 
breaching the Official Secrets Act in February 1985.)


Our first aim was to make public the real nature of the charges I faced.  We decided 
to run an exclusive story with David Leigh in the Observer a week after my first 
appearance in court.  The Observer wanted a photograph and a statement and so 
suddenly I had to get used to the attentions of the media and how to handle them.  
My lawyer and I realised that the Government would want to present the whole 
case as a sordid little leak and we recognised the need to try and win the public 
debate in advance of the trial.


10
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Sources for use with Question 2 (b)(i)


SOURCE 13
(From an interview with a teenager from a Punjabi community in Southall, London.  The interview was 
held in 1989.)


If we didn’t see white families on TV, like in Neighbours, we’d probably be even more 
suspicious of white people because we don’t know what they’re really like and we 
don’t chat to them.  We’d think they were all racist to us but when you see families 
like the Robinsons you think, oh my God!  They’re just like us, they love one another 
and they look after their children and they’re not as bad as some Indian people 
think they are.


15


20


SOURCE 14
(From David Christopher, British Culture: an Introduction, published 1999)


In a further trend towards realism in television, non-whites were, in the 1970s, 
increasingly represented in a number of specially written soap operas and sitcoms.  
Empire Road (BBC, 1978–79) was one of the few to receive praise from the critics.  
It was a soap opera written by a West Indian playwright for a black cast, but it 
failed to reach a wider audience and was cancelled after only one year.  Since then, 
depictions of non-whites in all types of series have generally been heavily criticised 
as unrepresentative and stereotyped.


25


SOURCE 15
(From Thomas Cottle, Black Testimony, published 1978.  Dr Cottle is an American Sociologist.)


In Great Britain there is too little discussion of racial matters; too much avoiding 
the matter in the media.  To listen to some people is to believe there are no racial 
problems in the United Kingdom.30
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Sources for use with Question 2 (b)(ii)


SOURCE 16
(From Jonathan Gershuny, ‘Web Use and Net Nerds’, in Social Forces 82, published 2003)


The internet can allow us to do a whole range of things with much more flexibility, 
immediacy and certainty than was possible with earlier technologies.  It can also 
be, for some purposes, combined with these older technologies.  In short, it makes 
going out more efficient, and potentially more pleasant and more sociable.


SOURCE 17
(From Norman Nie, ‘The Impact of Internet Use on Sociability’, in IT and Society 1, published 2002)


One of the earliest surveys examining the social consequences of the internet 
revealed that internet users, especially heavy internet users, report spending 
less time with friends and family, shopping in stores, reading newspapers, and 
watching television.  They also spend more time working for their employers at 
home without cutting back on hours in the office.


35


SOURCE 18
(From Barry Wellman and Caroline Haythornthwaite, The Internet in Everyday Life, published 2002)


Every effort has been made to contact the copyright holders where possible.  In some cases, every effort to contact 
copyright holders has been unsuccessful and Edexcel will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgement
at the first opportunity.
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6HI02/E – Britain in the Later 20th Century: Responding to Change

Choose EITHER E1 (Question 1) OR E2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.

E1 – British Political History, 1945–90: Consensus and Conflict

Study Sources 1 to 9.  Answer Question 1, parts (a) and (b).
There is a choice of questions in part (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.
You should start the answer to part (b) (i) OR (b) (ii) on page 9.

Question 1

Answer part (a) and then answer EITHER part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii).

(a) Study Sources 1, 2 and 3.

 How far do Sources 1, 2 and 3 suggest that the British people in the 1950s had ‘never 
had it so good’?

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 1, 2 and 3.
(20)

EITHER

(b) (i) Use Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view expressed in Source 6 that the achievements of the 
Attlee Government were remarkable?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.
(40)

OR

(b) (ii) Use Sources 7, 8 and 9 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that, in the years 1964–70, the Labour Government’s 
failures outweighed its successes?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 7, 8 and 9 and your own knowledge.
(40)

(Total for Question 1 = 60 marks)
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6HI02/E – Britain in the Later 20th Century: Responding to Change

Choose EITHER E1 (Question 1) OR E2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.

E2 – Mass Media, Popular Culture and Social Change in Britain since 1945

Study Sources 10 to 18.  Answer Question 2, parts (a) and (b).
There is a choice of questions in part (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.
You should start the answer to part (b) (i) OR (b) (ii) on page 9.

Question 2

Answer part (a) and then answer EITHER part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii).

(a) Study Sources 10, 11 and 12.

 How far do the sources suggest that it was the press that played the key role in 
uncovering the scandal surrounding the sinking of the Belgrano?

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 10, 11 and 12.
(20)

EITHER

(b) (i) Use Sources 13, 14 and 15 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that since the Second World War British television has 
contributed little to the improvement of race relations in Britain?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 13, 14 and 15 and your own knowledge.
(40)

OR

(b) (ii) Use Sources 16, 17 and 18 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that the internet has resulted in people spending 
more time on work and having less time for leisure?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 16, 17 and 18 and your own knowledge.
 (40)

(Total for Question 2 = 60 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box .  If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen Question Number:

Question 1 Question 2
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