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Choose EITHER E1 (Question 1) OR E2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.


E1 – British Political History, 1945–90: Consensus and Conflict


Sources for use with Question 1 (a)


SOURCE 1


(From Hugo Young, One of Us, published 1991.  Young was a political journalist on the 
Guardian, a politically left of centre newspaper.  Here he is writing about Margaret 
Thatcher.)


SOURCE 2


(Simon Hughes, a Liberal Democrat MP, speaking in the House of Commons during Prime 
Minister’s Question Time, 22 November 1990. Margaret Thatcher had withdrawn from the 
Conservative leadership contest earlier that day.)


SOURCE 3


(Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher responding to Liberal Democrat MP Simon Hughes’ question during 
Prime Minister’s Question Time, 22 November 1990.)


By the end of Thatcher’s time as Prime Minister, the question was ‘Were Conservative 
policies a triumph?’  As the decade closed, with inflation edging up again, the Tory 
answer was usually more positive than it had any right to be.  There was, true 
enough, a general increase in earnings.  Average earnings rose by nearly 25% after 
inflation.  But in terms of social change, other trends had more historic significance.  
For the first time since the Second World War, the pattern whereby incomes were 
becoming more equal was reversed.


1


5


There is no doubt that the Prime Minister, in many ways, has achieved substantial 
success. However, one statistic that I understand is not challenged, is that, during 
her 11 years as Prime Minister, the gap between the richest 10% and the poorest 
10% has widened substantially. How can she justify the fact that many people in a 
constituency such as mine are relatively much poorer, much less well housed and 
much less well provided for than they were in 1979? 


10


Two million more jobs since 1979 represent a great deal more opportunity for 
people.  Yes, 10.9% inflation is much higher than it should be, but it is a lot lower 
than 26.9% under the last Labour Government.  We have provided colossal 
investment for future generations. The Labour Government ran up debts, which we 
have repaid.  We are providing investment for the future; we do not believe in living 
at the expense of the future.


15
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Sources for use with Question 1 (b)(i)


SOURCE 4


(From David Childs, Britain Since 1945, published 1979)


SOURCE 5


(From Chris Rowe, Britain 1929–98, published 2004)


SOURCE 6


(From Hugh Dalton, The Fateful Years: Memoirs 1931–1945, published 1957. Hugh Dalton 
was a leading Labour MP. Here he is recalling his feelings before the 1945 General 
Election.)


 


On 4 June 1945 Churchill made his first, and most notorious, election broadcast in 
which he alleged that no socialist system could be established without a political 
police force, a Gestapo.


Churchill’s Gestapo outburst was significant for the Conservative campaign; he 
had established an approach which was followed throughout the country by 
Conservative candidates.  Apart from this type of attack, the Conservatives relied 
on Churchill’s personality.  Actual policy came a very poor third.


20


25


I was very pleased with the quality of many of our candidates.  In a number of 
constituencies, where the result would be close, I thought the personality of our 
candidates would just make the difference.  However, Churchill posed a problem.  
I thought we would trample the Conservatives underfoot and get a large majority 
were it not for the personality of Winston Churchill.


35


The Second World War, the so-called ‘People’s War’, led to fundamental changes 
in British society and hence in political attitudes.  The war increased the sense of 
shared experience and made state intervention and planning seem a good idea.


It is difficult to believe that the 1945 electoral campaign could have decided the 
outcome of the election, though it might have increased the margin of victory.  
Labour’s landslide was by such a decisive margin that it was almost certainly a 
foregone conclusion before electioneering even started.


30
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Sources for use with Question 1 (b)(ii)


SOURCE 7


(From Jeremy Black, Modern British History, published 2000)


SOURCE 8


(From The Economist, published February 1954.  The Economist created Mr Butskell by 
joining together the names of the former Labour Chancellor of the Exchequer, Hugh 
Gaitskell, and the Conservative Chancellor, R.A. Butler.)


SOURCE 9


(From the Labour Party’s election manifesto, 1955)


In practice consensus between the Labour and Conservative Parties was not 
universal, and should not be exaggerated.  Although continuing the welfare 
state, the Conservatives did not make it more generous, as Labour in opposition 
advocated.  There was a determination from the Conservative Party to resist higher 
taxes.  Very different policy goals between the major parties ensured that elections 
mattered.


40


Even the Tory Party have had to praise the nationalised industries for their high 
rate of investment and advances in technical efficiency.  Public ownership of the 
steel and road haulage industries is essential to the nation’s needs and we shall 
renationalise them. 


Whenever there is a tendency to excess conservatism within the Conservative Party, 
such as a little more unemployment to teach the workers a lesson, the Conservative 
version of Mr Butskell, in the form of R.A. Butler, speaks up for the cause of 
moderation from the government side of the House.  When there is a clamour for 
even more irresponsible spending from the Labour benches, the Labour version of 
Mr Butskell, in the form of Hugh Gaitskell, puts forward the case for restraint.


45


50
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Choose EITHER E1 (Question 1) OR E2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.


E2 – Mass Media, Popular Culture and Social Change in Britain since 1945


Sources for use with Question 2 (a)


SOURCE 10


(From an editorial in The Times newspaper entitled ‘Fashions in Popular Music’, 27 June 1959)


SOURCE 11


(Bob Wolmer, a music journalist, writing in Mersey Beat: Merseyside’s Own Entertainment Paper, 
September 1961)
 


SOURCE 12


(From Mark Steel’s autobiography, Reasons to be Cheerful, published in 2001.  Here Steel, who is a 
successful stand-up comedian, is recalling buying his first Punk Rock record in 1976.)


‘Rock’n’Roll’ expresses adolescent attitudes.  To suggest that these attitudes 
– impatience of control and a crude cynicism towards authority – are new is to 
indulge in an almost teenage naivety.


However, we should not forget that much of this new music exists blatantly to 
exploit the new purchasing power of the adolescent worker.  The swift changes of 
fashion in this sphere may well be an aspect of its commercialism: adolescents wish 
to ‘belong’ and the creation of a new fashion gives them something to belong to.


1


5


I think the Beatles are Number 1 because they resurrected the original style of 
rock’n’roll music.  Here is the excitement – both physical and in sound – that 
symbolised the rebellion of youth in the bored mid-1950s.10


Punks, like Communists, were ‘evil’.  So buying The Clash album from a Dartford 
record shop was like buying a copy of Morning Star, the Communist Party 
newspaper.  Back home came a decisive moment, the first few bars of Janie Jones.  
The meaning boomed out of the chipboard speakers.  It was all right to be angry. 


‘Career opportunities, not one will ever knock
The only job they offer you is to keep you out of the dock.’


So it wasn’t just me.


15
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Sources for use with Question 2 (b)(i)


SOURCE 13


(From a report by John Trevelyan, the Secretary of the British Board of Film Censors, written in 1959. 
The report is about the film Saturday Night, Sunday Morning.  As a result of the report the abortion 
scene was filmed again with a different ending.)


SOURCE 14


(From David Christopher, British Culture: an Introduction, published 1999)


The scene shows a rather casual attitude to abortion and suggests to young 
women that if they get into difficulties all they need do is to find a kind-hearted 
older woman to help them.  I must ask you to bear in mind that this film is likely to 
be seen by a considerable number of young people of 16 to 20 years of age, and to 
recognise that social responsibility is called for.


20


From the mid-1950s, a new generation of teenagers and young single adults was 
emerging, wanting its own fantasies and desires reflected in film.  Film-makers 
claimed that their works responded to this increasingly liberal, permissive society.


A questioning of women’s traditional roles was apparent in a number of films 
which were set in a liberated, permissive, ‘swinging’ London.  The new image could 
be seen in the leading roles played by Rita Tushingham in A Taste of Honey (1962), 
Julie Christie in Billy Liar (1963) and Darling (1965), and later Judy Geeson in Here 
We Go Round the Mulberry Bush (1968).  Their roles ignored the traditional roles of 
marriage and childbearing, and instead emphasised freedom, innocence and sex 
appeal.


25


30
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Sources for use with Question 2 (b)(ii)


SOURCE 15


(Andrew Crisell, An Introductory History of British Broadcasting, published 1997)


SOURCE 16 


(From an editorial in the Independent newspaper, 3 September 1997)


SOURCE 17


(From David Christopher, British Culture: an Introduction, published 1999)


During the 1970s, there was a clear trend towards more conservative and less 
adventurous programme-making, in which tradition, continuity and nostalgia 
were the dominant themes.  The wedding of Princess Anne at Westminster Abbey 
in November 1974 and a selection of programmes about Queen Elizabeth’s Silver 
Jubilee in June 1977 were two of the decade’s biggest televisual events.  In a 
time of uncertainty, the monarchy was still respected as Britain’s most prestigious 
institution.


50


As members of the royal family were seen more and more often on television, their 
magic began to wane and popular reverence diminish.  They came to be seen as 
unremarkable, even a little dull.  An attempt by its younger members to show that 
they could laugh at themselves by taking part in a gameshow, It’s A Royal Knockout 
(BBC1 1987), seriously dented their dignity: the nation was not amused.  And finally, 
with the revelations of matrimonial breakdowns and sexual adventures, notably 
those of Prince Charles and Princess Diana, royalty began to acquire a negative, less 
tasteful kind of glamour.


35


40


We hope the Windsors and their advisers are watching the mood on the streets 
and learning from it. What would really do the monarchy good, and show that they 
have grasped the lesson of Diana’s popularity, would be for the Queen and the 
Prince of Wales to break down, cry and hug one another on the steps of the Abbey 
this Saturday. 45


Every effort has been made to contact the copyright holders where possible. In some cases, every effort to contact 
copyright holders has been unsuccessful and Edexcel will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgement 
at the first opportunity.
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*H34716A0220*

6HI02/E – Britain in the Later 20th Century: Responding to Change

Choose EITHER E1 (Question 1) OR E2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.

E1 – British Political History, 1945–90: Consensus and Conflict

Study Sources 1 to 9.  Answer Question 1, parts (a) and (b).  

There is a choice of questions in part (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.

You should start the answer to part (b) (i) OR (b) (ii) on page 9.

Question 1

Answer part (a) and then answer EITHER part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii).

(a) Study Sources 1, 2 and 3.

 How far do the sources suggest that, during her time as Prime Minister, Margaret 
Thatcher achieved substantial success?

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 1, 2 and 3.
(20)

EITHER

(b) (i) Use Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that the outcome of the election of 1945 was 
‘a foregone conclusion before electioneering even started’ (Source 5, line 32–33)?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.
(40)

OR

(b) (ii) Use Sources 7, 8 and 9 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that in the years 1951–64 there was very little 
difference in the social and economic policies of the Conservative and Labour 
Parties?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 7, 8 and 9 and your own knowledge.
(40)

(Total for Question 1 = 60 marks)
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*H34716A0320* Turn over

6HI02/E – Britain in the Later 20th Century: Responding to Change

Choose EITHER E1 (Question 1) OR E2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.

E2 – Mass Media, Popular Culture and Social Change in Britain since 1945

Study Sources 10 to 17.  Answer Question 2, parts (a) and (b).  

There is a choice of questions in part (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.

You should start the answer to part (b) (i) OR (b) (ii) on page 9.

Question 2

Answer part (a) and then answer EITHER part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii).

(a) Study Sources 10, 11 and 12.

 How far do the sources suggest that popular music was successful because it 
symbolised the rebellion of youth? 

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 10, 11 and 12.
(20)

EITHER

(b) (i) Use Sources 13 and 14 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view presented in Source 14 that in the 1950s and 1960s 
film began to question women’s traditional role in society?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 13 and 14 and your own knowledge.
(40)

OR

(b) (ii)  Use Sources 15, 16 and 17 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that the main effect of increasing media coverage 
of the royal family from the 1970s onwards was to damage the image of the 
monarchy?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 15, 16 and 17 and your own knowledge.
(40)

(Total for Question 2 = 60 marks)
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*H34716A0420*

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 

mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen Question Number:

                                   Question 1                                   Question 2

(a)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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