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Choose EITHER A1 (Question 1) OR A2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.


A1 – Henry VIII: Authority, Nation and Religion, 1509–40


Sources for use with Question 1 (a)


SOURCE 1
(From Simon Fish, A Supplication for the Beggars, a pamphlet attacking the church, published in 1529. 
Fish had been a law student in London but fled to Holland after coming into conflict with Wolsey.)


The priests are not shepherds, but ravenous wolves going in shepherds’ clothing.  
The bishops and monks own a third of the kingdom, and besides this take a tenth 
part of everything – poor wives must be accountable for every tenth egg or be 
taken as a heretic.  What money they pull in by their fees, for wills and testaments, 
pilgrimages and first masses!  How much goes to the endless hordes of begging 
friars?  And how do this greedy horde of idle, holy thieves use the money that they 
take from the people?  They do nothing other than use it to avoid having to obey 
the King and the laws.


1


5


SOURCE 2
(From evidence given under oath by Robert Aske, leader of the Pilgrimage of Grace, after the failure of 
the rebellion and his arrest in 1537)


The northern abbeys gave great alms to poor men and served God well.  Many were 
in the mountains and desert places where the people were poor and ignorant.  The 
abbeys gave them food for their bodies and spiritual guidance by the example set 
in the lives of the monks, and by education and preaching.


10


SOURCE 3
(From the will of Joan Brytten, of Wood Street, London, dated 1540)


I bequeath my soul unto Almighty God and unto Our Blessed Lady.  I bequeath 
unto the high altar of Saint Michael’s for my tithes negligently forgotten – 8d.  For 
the rest of my goods, I will that a priest shall sing for my soul, my master Milard’s 
soul, his wife’s soul, and all Christian souls within the church of Saint Gregory’s for 
six months.


15
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Sources for use with Question 1 (b)(i)


SOURCE 4
(From J. J. Scarisbrick, Henry VIII, published 1968)


Wolsey worried about Henry’s reliance on biblical arguments and pleaded with 
Campeggio for help.  In September 1528, Campeggio tried to persuade Katherine 
to enter a convent, which would offer her an honourable retirement.  When she 
refused, Henry’s bullying only increased her determination, and she was by no 
means powerless.  Spanish links, the weakness of the King’s case and her own quiet 
dignity enabled her to resist and, in 1529, to defeat the King.


20


SOURCE 5
(From R. Lockyer and D. O’Sullivan, Tudor Britain, published 1997)


Normally the Pope would have been happy to please someone as important as 
Henry.  Annulments were not uncommon among the rich and powerful.  But in this 
case there was one snag.  In May 1527 an Imperial army had sacked Rome, and after 
this the Pope was under the control of Charles V, who was Katherine of Aragon’s 
nephew.  Pope Clement did not want to offend Henry, but still less could he afford 
to offend Charles by allowing Henry to humiliate Charles’s aunt. 


25


SOURCE 6
(From a letter sent by Wolsey to Henry VIII from France, in July 1527)


Musing on your Grace’s great affair, I consider that the Pope’s consent must be 
gained, in case the Queen rejects my authority.  For that, he must be freed, which 
cannot be achieved except by a peace between the Emperor and the French King.  
That is unlikely because the Emperor’s terms are so harsh. If the Pope were free, I 
have no doubt that he would easily be persuaded to do what you want.


30
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Sources for use with Question 1 (b)(ii)


SOURCE 7
(From the Act of Six Articles, 1539)


The King’s most excellent Majesty is, by God’s law, Supreme Head immediately 
under God of this whole Church and Congregation of England.  He intends to 
maintain this same Church and Congregation in a true, sincere and uniform 
doctrine of Christ’s religion.  Therefore, by the consent of the King’s Highness, 
with the agreement of the Lords spiritual and temporal and the Commons in this 
present parliament, it is resolved:


That in the most blessed communion sacrament of the altar there is present really 
the natural blood and body of our saviour Jesus Christ.


That communion in both kinds, taking wine as well as bread, is unnecessary.


That priests, as before, may not marry by the law of God.


That vows of chastity ought to be observed as before.


That private masses be continued.


That spoken confession is to be continued.


35


40


45


SOURCE 8
(From D. Loades, Henry VIII: Court, Church and Conflict, published 2007)


Henry’s need for support over his Great Matter transformed the role of parliaments.  
Between 1533 and 1536 Parliament legislated on the succession, the Church and 
the control of traditional vested interests and their ‘franchises’ or privileges.  This last 
development followed naturally from the others.  At the same time the King also 
by statute imposed Injunctions and doctrines upon the Church, abolished religious 
houses and transferred all their property to the King.  All these extraordinary 
extensions of power were accepted by the country on the grounds that Parliament 
spoke for the whole realm.  This was little short of a revolution in government.


50


55
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Choose EITHER A1 (Question 1) OR A2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.


A2 – Crown, Parliament and Authority in England, 1588–1629


Sources for use with Question 2 (a)


SOURCE 9
(From a letter written by Charles, Prince of Wales, to the Duke of Buckingham, in 1621.  He is referring 
to protests in the House of Commons against restrictions on their right to debate foreign policy.)


The Commons have been a little unruly: but I hope it will turn out well because 
before they left they began to be ashamed of it. But I wish the King would give 
orders before next Monday for them to be made an example of, if necessary.  Until 
then, I would wait and see what they mean to do.  I have spoken to members of the 
[Privy] Council who all agree with him that it is best to wait – but I think that orders 
should be prepared to arrest the ringleaders if necessary.


1


5


SOURCE 10
(An entry in William Laud’s Diary from February 1624.  Laud was at this time a royal chaplain with High 
Church views, who was later appointed Archbishop of Canterbury by King Charles I.)


I stood by the most illustrious Prince Charles at dinner.  He was relaxed and light-
hearted.  Among other things he said that, if he had to make a career he could never 
be a lawyer, because ‘I cannot’ he said ‘defend a bad nor give up a good cause’.


SOURCE 11
(From Clarendon’s History of the Great Rebellion.  Clarendon was a royalist and chief adviser to King 
Charles I during the Civil War of 1642–46.  He wrote this part of his History while in exile in the 
1650s.)


King Charles believed in justice and had a strong sense of right and wrong.  He had 
a compassionate nature, and was very devoted in religion.  But his virtues led to 
some faults as a king.  He was reserved and did not like strangers or very confident 
men.  He had an excellent understanding but was not always confident of it, and 
would sometimes be influenced by men whose judgement was not as good as his, 
or would hesitate and delay when he could not afford to.


10


15
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Sources for use with Question 2 (b)(i)


SOURCE 12
(From A. G. R. Smith, The Emergence of a Nation State, published 1997)


The Spanish War imposed very heavy burdens on the country at large.  The Queen’s 
ordinary revenue, now running at perhaps £300,000 a year, was quite inadequate 
for its demands.  She met part of the cost by selling crown lands and borrowing, 
but she also had to turn to parliament for assistance.  The parliaments of these 
years were well aware of, and sympathetic to, the Queen’s needs, but they did not 
always approve of her methods of raising extra funds.  They used her need of them 
to make their views known.  In the monopolies crisis of 1601 they forced the Queen 
to concede the substance of their demands.  James therefore inherited a dual 
problem – the crown’s financial weakness, and parliaments that were only too well 
aware of the influence this gave them.


20


25


SOURCE 13
(From a speech made by James Whitelocke MP during the parliamentary debate over the Book of 
Rates in 1610)


If we accept that kings have the power of imposing new and higher duties and the 
right to do this is confirmed, I do not see any likelihood of future parliaments.  Kings 
will be able to provide for themselves without us.  Where princes’ prerogatives 
grow, the liberties of subjects diminish.


SOURCE 14
(From A. Anderson, Stuart Britain, published 1999)


Parliamentary resentment of his financial extravagance was increased by the King’s 
lifestyle.  James’s love of hunting, his preference for the company of handsome 
young men, and his excessive eating and drinking set a tone that degenerated into 
corruption and scandal.


30
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Sources for use with Question 2 (b)(ii)


SOURCE 15
(James I’s remark to Buckingham when he and Charles brought about the fall of Cranfield for opposing 
the war with Spain in 1624)


You are a fool, and will find that, in this fit of popularity, you are making a rod with 
which you will be scourged yourself.35


SOURCE 16 
(From Barry Coward, Stuart England, published 1997)


The most notable feature of this period is the failure of Charles’s first two 
parliaments to grant realistic wartime finance, and his angry reaction when MPs 
mounted a fierce campaign against Buckingham’s conduct of the war.  Why were 
they so unenthusiastic for Charles’s war against Spain when many of them had 
been pressing for war since 1621?  First, it was not the naval war that Charles and 
Buckingham had promised. Secondly, as a result of the Anglo-French marriage 
alliance made in 1624, Charles began to suspend the recusancy laws against 
Catholics in England.  He also lent ships to the French king to use against his 
rebellious Protestant subjects, the Huguenots.  To MPs, this did not fit with their 
idea of the war as a godly crusade against the Catholic Antichrist.


40


45


SOURCE 17
(From C. W. Daniels and J. Morrill, Charles I, published 1988)


Charles’ early years as King were fraught ones.  Initially much blame was laid 
on Buckingham, but after he was assassinated the King himself was exposed to 
criticism.  Neither the Petition of Right nor Buckingham’s death brought an end 
to the underlying conflict created by Charles’ perception of royal authority and his 
subjects’ fears for their property and religion.50


Every effort has been made to contact the copyright holders where possible.  In some cases, every effort to contact 
copyright holders has been unsuccessful and Edexcel will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgement 
at the first opportunity.
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6HI02/A – Early Modern British History: Crown and Authority

Choose EITHER A1 (Question 1) OR A2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.

A1 – Henry VIII: Authority, Nation and Religion, 1509–40

Study Sources 1 to 8.  Answer Question 1, parts (a) and (b).
There is a choice of questions in part (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.
You should start the answer to part (b) (i) OR (b) (ii) on page 9.

Question 1

Answer part (a) and then answer EITHER part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii).

(a) Study Sources 1, 2 and 3.

 How far does the evidence of Sources 1, 2 and 3 suggest that the early sixteenth-
century Church exploited people’s religious faith to increase its own wealth?

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 1, 2 and 3.
(20)

EITHER

(b) (i) Use Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that the main reason for Henry’s failure to obtain the 
annulment of his marriage in the years 1525–29 was the determined opposition of 
Katherine of Aragon?

  Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own 
knowledge.

(40)

OR

(b) (ii)  Use Sources 7 and 8 and your own knowledge. 

  Do you agree with the view that the most significant changes of the 1530s were 
political rather than religious?

  Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 7 and 8 and your own 
knowledge.

(40)

(Total for Question 1 = 60 marks)
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6HI02/A – Early Modern British History: Crown and Authority

Choose EITHER A1 (Question 1) OR A2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.

A2 – Crown, Parliament and Authority in England, 1588–1629

Study Sources 9 to 17.  Answer Question 2, parts (a) and (b).
There is a choice of questions in part (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.
You should start the answer to part (b) (i) OR (b) (ii) on page 9.

Question 2

Answer part (a) and then answer EITHER part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii).

(a) Study Sources 9, 10 and 11.

 How far do Sources 9 and 10 support Clarendon’s assessment of Charles’ character in 
Source 11?

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 9, 10 and 11.
(20)

EITHER

(b) (i) Use Sources 12, 13 and 14 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that before 1621 James I’s problems with parliaments 
were caused mainly by the financial difficulties that he inherited from Elizabeth?

  Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 12, 13 and 14 and your own 
knowledge.

(40)

OR

(b) (ii) Use Sources 15, 16 and 17 and your own knowledge. 

  Do you agree with the view that the main responsibility for the difficulties faced 
by King Charles I in the years 1625–29 lay with the Duke of Buckingham?

  Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 15, 16 and 17 and your own 
knowledge.

(40)

(Total for Question 2 = 60 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box .  If you change your mind, 
put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen Question Number:

  Question 1 Question 2
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