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Choose EITHER A1 (Question 1) OR A2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.


A1 – Henry VIII: Authority, Nation and Religion, 1509–40


Sources for use with Question 1 (a)


SOURCE 1


(From a description of some of the festivities enjoyed by Henry and his friends at Court in 
1510)


SOURCE 2


(From a Proclamation issued by Henry VIII in July 1511)


The King came to Westminster with the Queen, and while they were there the King, 
the Earls of Essex, Wiltshire and twelve other noblemen came early to the Queen’s 
bedchamber one morning. They were all dressed in short coats of Kentish cloth, 
with hoods and bows and arrows, like Robin Hood. The Queen and all the ladies 
were embarrassed, but they all laughed and danced, and then the noblemen went 
away. Then later at dinner the King arranged the seating and joked with all, and 
had the Earl of Essex and the Lord Henry, Earl of Wiltshire, and Sir Edward Howard 
and Sir Thomas Parr parade in strange costumes before they brought in actors to 
stage a play.


1


5


The King has commanded all the lords and most of the nobles to prepare as many 
able men for war as they can muster from their estates. He is now informed to 
his great displeasure that some are preparing men who are not their tenants or 
members of their household. They are bringing in hired men who are given badges, 
uniform and payment, contrary to the King’s wishes and the laws against retaining. 
The King commands this to cease forthwith, and orders those who have made such 
arrangements to remedy the situation or bear the King’s anger and indignation, to 
their great danger and peril.


10


15
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Sources for use with Question 1 (b)(i)


SOURCE 3


(From George Cavendish, Life of Wolsey, written between 1554 and 1558 from notes made 
during his years in Wolsey’s service from 1522–29. Cavendish was close to Wolsey and 
remained loyal until forced to retire when Wolsey fell from power in 1529.)


SOURCE 4


(From John Lotherington, The Tudor Years, published 1994)


SOURCE 5


(From David Loades, Henry VIII: Court, Church and Conflict, published 2007)


I heard it reported by them that waited on the King at dinner that Mistress Anne 
Boleyn was much offended with the King, as far as she dared, because he made 
my lord [Wolsey] so welcome. ‘Sir’ she said, ‘consider what debt and danger he has 
brought you into,’ meaning by this the loan that the Cardinal recently tried to raise 
for the King from his subjects.  ‘If my Lord of Norfolk, of Suffolk, or my lord my father 
had done the same, they would have lost their heads’. ‘Why then’, replied the King, 
‘I see you are no friend of the Cardinal’.


20


Wolsey was never as all-powerful as his critics chose to believe, and after 1525 
the King’s confidence in him became increasingly uncertain.  He had increased 
the authority of central government, but he did not fall from power because of 
any aristocratic reaction.  He fell from power because of his failure to secure an 
annulment of Henry’s first marriage, and the fiasco over the Amicable Grant.  This 
had initially weakened the King’s trust in him and left him exposed to his numerous 
enemies.


30


In October 1529, Wolsey was stripped of his authority and retired to visit his diocese 
of York for the first time.  He was the victim of factional intrigues organised by 
leading aristocrats, such as the Duke of Norfolk, around Anne Boleyn.


25
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Sources for use with Question 1 (b)(ii)


SOURCE 6


(From Keith Randell, Henry VIII and the Government of England, published 1991)


SOURCE 7


(From the Oath of the Honourable Men, devised by Robert Aske to be taken by all those 
following the Pilgrimage of Grace in 1536)


SOURCE 8


(From R. Lockyer and D. O’Sullivan, Tudor Britain, published 1997)


It used to be argued that the Pilgrimage of Grace was a reaction against the 
religious changes of the previous five years, brought to the boil by the dissolution 
of the smaller monasteries.  There were more than 100 of these in Lincolnshire and 
Yorkshire alone.  While only a minority of Pilgrims felt strongly about the restoration 
of Papal Supremacy in the Church, many people felt that the basic beliefs they had 
held since childhood were being undermined and they wanted those responsible 
to be punished.


35


40


Ye shall not join this, our Pilgrimage of Grace, except for the love you bear to 
Almighty God and to the maintenance of the Holy Church, the safety of the King 
and his children, to the purifying of the nobility and the removal of those of 
common blood and bad counsel from his advisers.45


The Pilgrimage of Grace was a complex movement, not confined to one area 
and involving many social elements.  The Pilgrims’ Articles include a mixture of 
economic, political and religious grievances – high taxes, enclosure, the Statute of 
Uses, the loss of feast days and a range of privileges, clerical and feudal.  To these 
can be added the cumulative effect on conservative northerners of the many 
sweeping changes in religion that Cromwell’s government was imposing, but 
dislike of change was not confined to religion. 


50
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Choose EITHER A1 (Question 1) OR A2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.


A2 – Crown, Parliament and Authority in England, 1588–1629


Sources for use with Question 2 (a)


SOURCE 9


(From an address presented to Elizabeth on behalf of the Commons by its Speaker, John 
Croke, in December 1601) 


SOURCE 10


(From the Apologie of Sir Francis Bacon, written in 1603.  Bacon was a follower of the 
Earl of Essex until 1597 but deserted him when Essex failed to advance Bacon’s career at 
Elizabeth’s Court.  He was favoured and promoted by James I.)


SOURCE 11


(From a speech made by James I to Parliament in 1604. It was his first speech to them as 
King.)


 


And we, your most devoted subjects and servants, with the bended knees of our 
heart, do offer all thanks to God and your Majesty for our conservation in true 
religion, in peace, and in all happiness.  We thank you for our preservation from 
tyranny, dishonour and oppression, and for protection from our malicious and 
cruel enemies, from which God and your Majesty have delivered us.


1


5


The Queen could not fully meet the expectations of either her servants or her 
subjects, especially in her last years.  The long continuance of her reign (which 
extended to 45 years) showed up people’s natural desire and inclination towards 
change.  For many, a new Court and a new reign were welcome.


It shall never be blotted from my mind how, at my first coming to this kingdom, the 
people of all sorts rode and ran, nay, more like flew, to meet me.  Their eyes were 
full of affection, their mouths and tongues giving only sounds of joy, their hands, 
feet and all the rest of their limbs showing in their gestures a passionate longing 
and desire to meet and embrace their new sovereign.


10
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Sources for use with Question 2 (b)(i)


SOURCE 12


(From a speech made by James I to Parliament in 1610)


SOURCE 13


(A description of James by Sir Anthony Weldon, written after James’s death and probably 
in the 1640s.  James had dismissed him from Court for writing anti-Scottish tracts.) 


SOURCE 14


(From Roger Lockyer, The Early Stuarts, published 1989)


Kings are justly called gods because they exercise something resembling divine 
power upon earth.  They are accountable to none, only to God.  When kings were 
first created their will was law, but in time the kings began to set down their 
thoughts as laws, which are properly made by the king at the request of his people.  
I will not be content that my power should be disputed, but I will always be willing 
to explain the reason for my actions and rule my actions according to the law.


15


20


He was very liberal with what he did not have, and made good use of his subjects’ 
purses, which bred some clashings with them in Parliament, yet would always 
end with a sweet sounding farewell.  He loved good laws and had many made in 
his time.  He was always inclined to peace, more out of fear than conscience, and 
this was his greatest blemish.  Otherwise he might have ranked with the best of 
our kings.  And to take him altogether and not in pieces, I wish this kingdom have 
never any worse, nor any better, for he lived in peace, died in peace and left all his 
kingdom in a peaceable condition.


25


James’s faults were all too apparent, but they should not be allowed to disguise his 
considerable achievements.  He kept his country at peace for more than twenty 
years and he prevented religious divisions from tearing Church and state apart.  
Despite dramatic speeches about the unlimited power of divinely-appointed kings, 
he held the monarchy to the course prescribed by common law. 


30
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Sources for use with Question 2 (b)(ii)


SOURCE 15


(From the diplomatic correspondence of the Venetian ambassador in London.  He is 
writing to the Government in Venice about Prince Charles’s attempt to secure a Spanish 
marriage in 1623–24.)


SOURCE 16 


(From A. Anderson, Stuart Britain, published 1999)


SOURCE 17


(From the Commons’ Protest known as the Three Resolutions, March 1629)


The Prince’s journey was decided upon in desperation as a last means to bring 
about the desired marriage.  There are some who believe, considering Spanish 
methods and the Prince’s own disposition, that he may become a Catholic, but such 
an action could cause civil war in this kingdom.


35


The new reign got off to a bad start, and went rapidly downhill.  Charles and 
Buckingham had already deceived parliament by using money voted for a naval 
war to equip the disastrous Mansfeld expedition to the Palatinate.  The Commons 
responded by granting the King the right to levy tunnage and poundage for 
one year only.  This was not only financially embarrassing, it was also insulting.  
In 1626 the King called another parliament, but was forced to dissolve it before 
being granted any money, in order to protect Buckingham from impeachment.  
He continued to levy the duty and sought to supplement it with a forced loan, 
threatening those who refused with imprisonment or conscription into the armed 
forces.  Meanwhile he promoted Arminian clerics within the Church, who repaid 
his favour by preaching that subjects were bound to obey even an unjust king, or 
submit to punishment without resistance.


40


45


Whosoever shall bring in innovation in religion, or by favour or approval seek to 
extend or introduce Popery or Arminianism, or other opinion disagreeing from the 
true and orthodox church, shall be reputed a capital enemy to this kingdom and 
commonwealth.


50
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*H34430A0220*

6HI02/A – Early Modern British History: Crown and Authority

Choose EITHER A1 (Question 1) OR A2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.

A1 – Henry VIII: Authority, Nation and Religion, 1509–40

Study Sources 1 to 8. Answer Question 1, parts (a) and (b). 

There is a choice of questions in part (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.

You should start the answer to part (b) (i) OR (b) (ii) on page 9.

Question 1

Answer part (a) and then answer EITHER part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii).

(a) Study Sources 1 and 2.

 How far do Sources 1 and 2 suggest that the young Henry VIII saw the nobility as his 
friends and supporters?

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 1 and 2.
(20)

EITHER

(b) (i) Use Sources 3, 4 and 5 and your own knowledge. 

  Do you agree with the view that the main reason for Wolsey’s fall from power was 
his failure to secure the annulment of the King’s marriage to Catherine of Aragon?

  Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 3, 4 and 5 and your own 
knowledge.

(40)

OR

(b) (ii) Use Sources 6, 7 and 8 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that the main cause of the Pilgrimage of Grace was a 
widespread dislike of religious changes?

  Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 6, 7 and 8 and your own 
knowledge.

(40)

(Total for Question 1 = 60 marks)



3

*H34430A0320* Turn over

6HI02/A – Early Modern British History: Crown and Authority

Choose EITHER A1 (Question 1) OR A2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.

A2 – Crown, Parliament and Authority in England, 1588–1629

Study Sources 9 to 17. Answer Question 2, parts (a) and (b). 

There is a choice of questions in part (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.

You should start the answer to part (b) (i) OR (b) (ii) on page 9.

Question 2

Answer part (a) and then answer EITHER part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii).

(a) Study Sources  9, 10 and 11.

 How far do Sources 9, 10 and 11 suggest that Elizabeth became deeply unpopular in 
the last years of her reign?

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 9, 10 and 11.
(20)

EITHER

(b) (i) Use Sources 12, 13 and 14 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that James I’s achievements as King of England were 
‘considerable’ (Source 14, line 30)?

  Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 12, 13 and 14 and your own 
knowledge.

(40)

OR

(b) (ii) Use Sources 15, 16 and 17 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that the main cause of the breakdown in relations 
between King and Parliament in the years 1625–29 was the growth of religious 
fears?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 15, 16 and 17 and your own knowledge.
(40)

(Total for Question 2 = 60 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 

mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen Question Number:

                                   Question 1                                   Question 2

(a)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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