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6521D - Paper 1D

Votes for Women, c.1880-1918

Study Sources 1-6 below and then answer Question 1 parts (a) and (b) in the question paper.
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SOURCE 1

(From Mary Stocks, My Commonplace Book, published in 1970. Mary Stocks was a member
of the NUWSS. Here she is talking about Mrs Pankhurst in the years before the first World
War.)

Mrs Pankhurst was a hero. Nobody who can recall her physical presence or hear in their
memory echoes of her voice, can fail to recall a thrill of excitement. I often heard her speak
both to great crowds at the Albert Hall and to small groups. I also heard her in the hurly-burly
of a street scuffle. When I describe Mrs Pankhurst as a spellbinder I know what I am talking
about.

SOURCE 2

(From Dora Marsden, The New Freewoman, published 15 June 1913. Dora Marsden was
originally a member of the WSPU, but resigned in 1911 because she disagreed with the
leadership style of Mrs Pankhurst.)

Mrs Pankhurst has given too much of herself'to this agitation. She has abandoned her judgement.
She has abandoned her original ambition, which was to take a responsible part in politics and
government. The wild passion of women’s insistence on the vote has destroyed her; those who
would have brought about change left her ranks; she is now an invalid, alternating between
prison and nursing home.

SOURCE 3
(From Emmeline Pankhurst, My Own Story, published in 1931.)

Any woman could become a member of the WSPU by paying a shilling a week. But at the
same time, members were required to sign a declaration of loyalty to our policy and a pledge
not to work for any political party until the women’s vote was won. This was our inflexible
custom. Autocratic? Quite so. The WSPU was not hampered by a complexity of rules. We
had no constitution. In fact we had no annual meeting, no business sessions, no elections of
officers.

SOURCE 4

(From a letter written by Mrs Millicent Fawcett to Lady Frances Balfour, dated 28 November
1910. Here Mrs Fawcett is commenting on suffragette militancy after the abandonment of the
first Conciliation Bill.)

I do think these personal assaults are extraordinarily silly. The Prime Minister’s statement on
the 22 November was not just what we all wanted, but it was better than anything that had
ever been offered before. At any rate it was good enough to make 7The Times say that it had
made women’s suffrage a question to be put to the country at this election. If there is a Liberal
majority there will be a mandate to grant suffrage to women. And then these idiots go out
smashing windows and bashing ministers’ hats over their eyes.
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SOURCE 5
(From Emmeline Pankhurst’s speech to a WSPU meeting in Cardiff, 19 February 1913.)

We have blown up the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s house. We have tried blowing him up
to wake his conscience. Ladies and gentlemen, we are firmly convinced that militancy is the
only way to get women’s suffrage. We shall never get the question settled until we make the
question intolerable for most people in this country; until we make the question such a nuisance
that everyone will want to find a way of getting rid of the nuisance. We have tried everything
else.

SOURCE 6
(From Martin Pugh, State and Society, 1870—1997, published in 1999.)

The Pankhursts’ claim that militancy was justified because the NUWSS had made no
progress by relying on respectable methods was quite wrong. Late Victorian feminists won
a series of improvements for women and, by their successful participation in public roles
in local government, they had steadily undermined the traditional case against women’s
enfranchisement. As a result, public opinion had swung in their favour. Of course, many MPs
were lukewarm suffragists, and were not prepared to treat the issue as a political priority.





BLANK PAGE

Every effort has been made to contact the copyright holders where possible. In some cases, every effort to contact

copyright holders has been unsuccessful and Edexcel will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgement at the first
opportunity.

H31031A 4





isaacs_s
File Attachment
H31031A_Sources.pdf


6521D - Paper 1D
Votes for Women, ¢.1880-1918
Question 1
(a) Use Sources 1, 2 and 3.

How far do these three sources suggest that Emmeline Pankhurst was a good leader of the
WSPU?

Explain your answer, using these three sources.
(20)

(b) Use Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.
Do you agree that in the years 1910—14 militancy undermined the case for women’s suffrage?

Explain your answer, using these three sources and your own knowledge.
(40)

(Total 60 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER 1D: 60 MARKS

Start your answer to part (a) on page 3. Start your answer to part (b) on page 8.
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