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6521B - Paper 1B


The World Turned Upside Down: Monarchy and Republic in England, 1642–53


Study Sources 1–6 below and then answer Question 1 parts (a) and (b) in the question paper.


  SOURCE 1
  (From a letter written by Charles I to leaders of the Scots in December 1647.)


  His Majesty, believing that the intentions of the League and Covenant are to preserve His 
Majesty’s person and authority, and in no way to diminish his power and greatness, is very 
willing and doth authorize the Scots Army to possess themselves of Berwick, Carlisle, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Tynemouth, and Hartlepool, to be places of security and supply.  When 
the peace of the kingdom is settled, the kingdom of Scotland shall remove their forces, and 
deliver back again the said towns and castles.


  SOURCE 2
  (From Mercurius Pragmaticus, a pro-royalist newsbook published in early January 1648.)


  During the debate on a vote to reject further communications with his Majesty, Mr Maynard 
stood up and gave reasons against the passing of such a vote.  Then Mr Cromwell, to show 
that this was not time to speak sense and reason, stood up and began to spit fire.  As the Devil 
quoted scripture against our Saviour, so did he against his sovereign, and told the House, ‘Thou 
shalt not suffer a hypocrite to reign’.  To reinforce his message, Cromwell laid his hand upon 
the hilt of his sword.


  SOURCE 3
  (From a letter written by Oliver Cromwell to Colonel Robert Hammond, Governor of the Isle 


of Wight, 3 January 1648.)


  The House of Commons has this day voted.  They will have no further communication with 
the King.  No one shall contact him without leave of the two Houses, upon pain of being guilty 
of high treason.  The House of Commons will receive no messages from the King, nor shall 
anyone else bring messages to them from the King, nor receive anything from the King.


  SOURCE 4
  (From Thomas Edwardes, Gangraena, an attack on radical groups, published in 1646.  


Edwardes was a Presbyterian clergyman.)


  A godly Minister told me on 12 June 1646 that a major belonging to the Army told him plainly 
that the Army was not so much against Presbyterian Government as against being tied to any 
government at all.


  SOURCE 5
  (From the Putney Debates, October 1647.  Here Captain Edward Sexby insists on the right of 


men to elect their government.)


  There are many thousands of us soldiers that have risked our lives.  We have little property 
in the Kingdom, yet we have a birthright.  It seems now, unless a man hath property in this 
kingdom, he hath no rights.  How could we be so deceived?  If we had no rights in the kingdom 
we were no better than mercenary soldiers.  I am resolved to give my birthright to no one.
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  SOURCE 6
  (From Barry Coward, Stuart England 1603–1714, published in 2000.)


  From February 1647, Holles and Stapleton, the leaders of the political Presbyterian majority 
in parliament, decided not to grant the army’s limited demands but to conduct a sustained, 
aggressive campaign against the army.  The key anti-army measures included the fact that only 
Presbyterians should be officers in the army and, in May 1647, the New Model Army was 
to be disbanded with enough money to pay it eight weeks wage arrears.  Also in this period 
parliament issued the Declaration of Dislike, which condemned army petitioners as ‘enemies 
of the state’.  It was the political attack on the soldiers by Holles and the political Presbyterians 
early in 1647 that transformed the army into a major political force.
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6521B - Paper 1B

The World Turned Upside Down: Monarchy and Republic in England, 1642–53

Question 1

(a) Use Sources 1, 2 and 3.

 How far do these three sources suggest that the failure to reach a settlement with Parliament was 
the fault of Charles I in the period December 1647 – January 1648?

 Explain your answer, using these three sources.
(20)

(b) Use Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.

 Do you agree with the view that it was the hostility of the political Presbyterians in Parliament 
that caused the Army to emerge as a separate political force?

 Explain your answer, using these three sources and your own knowledge.
(40)

(Total 60 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER 1B: 60 MARKS 

Start your answer to part (a) on page 3.  Start your answer to part (b) on page 8.
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