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Securing the Tudor Dynasty: the Reign of Henry VII


Study Sources 1–6 below and then answer Question 1 parts (a) and (b) in the question paper.


  SOURCE 1
  (From the Treaty of Medina del Campo, 1489.)


  Clause 2. Neither party shall in any way support the rebels of the other party, nor permit them 
to be favoured or stay in his dominions.


  Clause 5. Henry is not to conclude peace, alliance, or treaties with France without the agreement 
of Ferdinand and Isabella, who agree to the same conditions with respect to Henry.


  Clause 19. The marriage payment is to be 200,000 scudos.  One half to be paid when the 
Princess Catherine comes to England, and the other half two years after.


  SOURCE 2
  (From the Chronicle of Calais, written in November 1492.  The Chronicle is reporting here on 


the Treaty of Etaples and the French Pension granted to Henry VII.)


  But then the French King sent his Chief Captain to Henry VII, pleading for peace.  The King of 
England agreed to make peace upon the condition that the French King should pay every year   
3,000 crowns to Henry VII during both their lives.  The French King accepted these terms and 
then the King of England ended the siege of Boulogne.


  SOURCE 3
  (From the Treaty of Perpetual Peace between England and Scotland, 1502.)


  There is concluded between King Henry VII of England and King James IV of Scotland, 
perpetual peace.  There shall also be an alliance by way of marriage contracted between the 
King of the Scots and the right excellent princess, the Lady Margaret, the eldest daughter of 
our sovereign Lord King Henry.


  It is specifically agreed that neither King Henry nor King James shall receive or help any 
traitors or rebels against the other.


  SOURCE 4
  (From Edward Hall, Chronicle, published c.1540.  Here he is talking about 1489 and the 


rebellion in Yorkshire.)


  Henry commanded the Earl of Northumberland to use any means necessary to enforce payment 
of the taxes.  The ignorant and ill-advised people, hearing the king’s reply, set upon the Earl 
and murdered him.  Many claim that the Northern-men bore a continuing grudge against 
Northumberland since the death of Richard III, whom they loved and favoured.
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  SOURCE 5
  (From Colin Pendrill, The Wars of the Roses and Henry VII: England 1459–c.1513, published 


in 2004.)


  Henry VII was very fortunate to hold on to power.  Henry’s good fortune can be seen in 
his winning the battles of Bosworth and Stoke, which could have gone either way, and in 
inheriting a nobility that was smaller and less powerful than it had been for a century or more.  
Nonetheless, he did face serious threats at home and abroad that could have unseated him.


  SOURCE 6
  (From C. Carpenter, The Wars of the Roses: Politics and the Constitution in England, published 


in 1997.)


  Henry VII became king under better circumstances than any other usurper in late medieval 
England.  He had the advantage of replacing a king who had been widely disliked, although 
the lingering affection for Richard III in the north might prove a continuing problem.  Unlike 
Edward IV, he started with the advantage that his predecessor was already dead.
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Securing the Tudor Dynasty: the Reign of Henry VII

Question 1

(a) Use Sources 1, 2 and 3.

 How far do these three sources suggest that the primary aim of Henry VII’s foreign 
policy was to achieve internal security?

 Explain your answer, using these three sources.
(20)

(b) Use Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.

 Do you agree with the view that, in the years 1485–89, Henry VII was ‘very fortunate 
to hold on to power’ (Source 5, line 21)?

 Explain your answer, using these three sources and your own knowledge.
(40)

(Total 60 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER 1A: 60 MARKS 

Start your answer to part (a) on page 3.  Start your answer to part (b) on page 8.
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