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6526G - Paper 6G


The Origins and Early Development of the Cold War, 1945–62


Study Sources 1–6 below and answer Question 1 parts (a) and (b) in the question paper.


  SOURCE 1
  (From J. L. Gaddis, We Now Know: Re-thinking Cold War History, published in 1997.) 


  The initial steps in the strategy of containment – stopgap military and economic aid to Greece 
and Turkey and the more carefully designed Marshall Plan – took place with all speed. 
Some historians have asserted that the Europeans themselves were never as psychologically 
demoralised as the Americans made them out to be.  Others have added that the real crisis at 
this time was within a US economy that could hardly expect to function if Europeans lacked 
the dollars to purchase its products.  These arguments have some merit: at a minimum they 
have forced historians to place the Marshall Plan in its wider economic, social and historical 
context; more broadly, they suggest that the American empire had its own distinctive internal 
roots, and was not solely and simply a response to the Soviet external challenge.


  SOURCE 2 
  (Part of a telegram sent by George Kennan, an official in the US embassy in Moscow, to the 


State Department in Washington on 22 February 1946.)


  At the bottom of the Kremlin’s neurotic view of world affairs is a traditional and instinctive 
Russian sense of insecurity.  For this reason they have always feared foreign penetration, feared 
direct contact between the western world and their own.  They have learned to seek security 
in a patient but deadly struggle for total destruction of rival powers, never in compacts and 
compromises with it. 


  This is only the steady advance of uneasy Russian nationalism, a centuries-old movement in 
which conceptions of offence and defence are inextricably confused.  But in the new guise of 
international Marxism, with its honeyed promises to a desperate and war-torn outside world, it 
is more dangerous than ever before.


  SOURCE 3 
  (From an article in Pionerskaya Pravda, a newspaper for young people in the USSR, August 


1947.)


  President Truman has announced the following principles of American foreign policy: the 
United States will everywhere support with weapons and money reactionaries, Fascists who are 
hateful to their own people but who are ready to place their country under American control. 
American appetites are great.  American expansionists are dreaming of controlling all Europe, 
or at least Western Europe.  Directly to propose that European countries become American 
colonies is somewhat inconvenient.  And so the ‘Marshall Plan’ emerges in America.  It was 
announced that the United States wanted ‘to help’ the European countries to reconstruct their 
war-destroyed economies.  Many believed this.  But it was soon evident that the ‘Marshall 
Plan’ was simply a cunning way of subjecting all Europe to American capital.


H29572A 2 


Line


     1


     5


   10


   15


   20


   25







  SOURCE 4 
  (From Oliver Edwards, The USA and the Cold War 1945–63, published in 2002.) 


  The strategy of containment employed under Kennedy was called ‘flexible response’.  Its 
main elements were an increase in conventional forces, the enlargement of the nuclear arsenal, 
economic aid, covert action and negotiations with the Soviet Union.  The central purpose of 
‘flexible response’ was to expand the available means of countering communism.  This versatile 
strategy rested on the premise that the communist threat was now more diverse than it had ever 
been.  Flexible response was a reaction to the fresh strategy of the communist powers and the 
expansion of the Cold War into new areas of the world.  It was also a deliberate departure from 
Eisenhower’s policy of deterring communist gains by threatening to use nuclear weapons.


  SOURCE 5 
  (From Martin McCauley, Russia, America and the Cold War 1949–1991, published in 1998.)


  Russia and America competed with each other as systems.  The systems can be perceived as 
communism and capitalism, freedom and tyranny, the command economy versus the market 
economy, individualism and collectivism.  Both dominant ideologies were utopian*.  Marxists 
inhabited the kingdom of certainty.  The Soviet Union would one day be the leading world 
power and America, which appeared so powerful and threatening, would become socialist. 
America also had a utopian ideology, born of the conviction that America had the right and 
duty to enlighten the world.  To become rich, happy and free, other nations had just to copy the 
United States.  It was almost inevitable that Russia and America, given their utopianism, would 
construct empires.  The number of countries which were in their respective zones of imperial 
influence would be used as a benchmark to determine which was gaining the upper hand.


  (*utopian = based on a vision of an ideal society)


  SOURCE 6 
  (From Steve Phillips, The Cold War, published 2001)  


  The context of superpower conflict was changing after 1948.  The growing stability of 
entrenched positions in Europe gave both sides some security from which to operate.  A change 
of leadership in both the USA and the USSR in the early 1950s promoted a different approach 
to their foreign policies which led to attempts to establish a framework for improved relations. 
Although tension was reduced, there was little by way of tangible achievements for either 
side by 1955.  Between 1956 and 1962 events in Hungary, Berlin and Cuba revealed both the 
potential dangers of crisis and confrontation as well as the rules each side was prepared to adopt 
in order to stabilise relations during the Cold War.  One particular issue that emerged during this 
period was the influence of individual personalities on the direction of international relations.  
Periodic crises illustrated how the ‘thaw’ could easily give way to more dangerous conflict and 
how much the direction of superpower relations depended on individual superpower leaders.
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6526G - Paper 6G

The Origins and Early Development of the Cold War, 1945–62

Question 1

(a) Use Sources 1, 2 and 3 and your own knowledge.

 How did the Marshall Plan intensify the emerging Cold War in the years to 1949? 

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of these three sources and your own 
knowledge.

(20)

(b) Use Sources 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.

 How far do you agree with the view that, in the years to 1962, ‘the direction of superpower 
relations depended on individual superpower leaders’ (Source 6, line 56)?

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of these five sources and your own knowledge.
(40)

TOTAL FOR PAPER 6G: 60 MARKS

Answer part (a) on page 3.  Answer part (b) on page 10.

Q1

(Total 60 marks)
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