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6526F - Paper 6F


The Soviet Union after Lenin, 1924–41


Study Sources 1–7 below and answer Question 1 parts (a) and (b) in the question paper.


  SOURCE 1
  (From Bernard Pares, Russia, a history published in 1940.)


  The whole strength of Stalin’s position was that he was General Secretary of the Party and 
that the Party governed Russia.  He, more than anyone else, was the real distributor of posts 
– even in the Soviet Cabinet, to which he himself never belonged.  He kept the books, he knew 
all the records – all the qualities, weaknesses and aspirations of his fellow-members.  Stalin’s 
methods in Council were very different from Trotsky’s.  He did not argue with colleagues; he 
carefully followed all that was said and, by the time he summed up, he was able to take his 
stand on ground where he knew he would be supported.  Trotsky might make the moves and 
the mistakes, and Stalin would wait for him and outplay him.


  SOURCE 2 
  (Trotsky’s comments in 1924 to Smirnov, one of his own supporters, about the basis of Stalin’s 


power.)


  Stalin is needed by all of them; by the tired radicals, by the bureaucrats, by the Nepmen, the 
upstarts, by all the worms that are crawling out of the upturned soil of the revolution.  He 
knows how to meet them on their own ground, he speaks their language and he knows how 
to lead them.  He has the deserved reputation of an old revolutionary.  He has will and daring. 
Right now he is organising around himself the sneaks of the Party, the artful dodgers.


  SOURCE 3 
  (Bukharin’s comments on Stalin, made in July 1928 at a secret meeting with Kamenev.)


  Stalin is a Genghis Khan*, an unscrupulous intriguer, who sacrifices everything else to the 
preservation of power.  He changes his theories according to whom he needs to get rid of 
next.


  (* Genghis Khan = medieval warrior, renowned for his cruelty)


  SOURCE 4 
  (From an interview with Molotov in 1986.  In the 1930s, Molotov was Chairman of the Council 


of Ministers of the USSR.  Here he is commenting on Stalin’s purge of the army in 1937.)


  Stalin was, of course, distinguished by his rudeness.  But if not for his harshness I don’t know 
how much good would have been accomplished.


  1937 was necessary.  After the revolution tattered enemies of various sorts survived, and as we 
were faced by the growing danger of fascist aggression, they might have united.  Thanks to 
1937 there were no internal enemies in our country during the war.
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  SOURCE 5 
  (From Alan Bullock, Hitler and Stalin: Parallel Lives, published in 1991.)


  Confronted by the failure to meet impossible dates and targets, Stalin denounced those 
responsible as guilty of sabotage, wrecking and conspiracy, attacking in particular the former 
bourgeois and foreign specialists who provided him with convenient scapegoats, but on whom 
Soviet industry was heavily dependent for technical and managerial expertise.


  Stalin’s revolution from above was not the replacement of a capitalist by a socialist economy, but 
the use of the power of the state to launch an assault on a backward society.  Yet centralisation 
had the advantage for Stalin of allowing him to remain in command, to intervene and to get a 
grip on situations that were out of control.


  SOURCE 6 
  (From Sheila Fitzpatrick, The Russian Revolution, published in 1994.)  


  Before and after its introduction in 1929, the First Five Year Plan went through many versions 
and revisions, with competing sets of planners responding in different degrees to pressures 
from the politicians.  Supply priorities were not determined by the written plan but by a series 
of makeshift decisions from the Commissariat of Heavy Industry, the government’s Council of 
Labour and Defence, and even the Party’s Politburo.


  The successful Soviet manager during the first Five Year Plan was less like an obedient 
functionary than a wheeling-and-dealing entrepreneur, ready to cut corners and seize any 
opportunity to outdo his competitors.


  The party organisations of Ukraine and the Urals were at daggers drawn over the distribution 
of investment monies for mining and metallurgical and machine building complexes.  Intense 
rivalries sprang up over the location of specific plants scheduled for construction.  Strong 
regional competition often resulted in the authorisation of two separate plants, one in each 
region, where the planners’ original intention had been to build only a single plant.  This was 
one factor behind the soaring targets and ever-increasing costs.


  SOURCE 7 
  (From R. Service, A History of Twentieth Century Russia, published in 1997.)


  By the late 1930s, Stalin could draw up a balance sheet that from his standpoint was favourable.  
From collectivisation, he acquired a reservoir of terrified peasants who would supply him with 
cheap industrial labour.  To some extent, too, he was able to export raw materials in order 
to pay for imports of industrial machinery.  Above all, he put an end to the recurrent crises 
faced by the state in relation to urban food supplies as the state’s grain collections rose from 
10.8 million tons in 1928–9 to 22.8 million tons in 1931–2.  After collectivisation, it was the 
countryside, not the towns, which went hungry if the harvest was bad. 


  One purpose in introducing the Great Terror was a desire to use his victims as scapegoats for 
the country’s pain; to sustain industrialisation he also needed to keep his mines, timber forests 
and construction sites constantly supplied with slave labour.  It was probably also his intention 
to take pre-emptive measures against internal dissidents operating against him in case of war.  
These considerations fitted into a larger scheme to build an efficient Soviet state subservient to 
his personal dictatorship – and to secure the state’s total control over society.
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6526F - Paper 6F

The Soviet Union after Lenin, 1924–41

Question 1

(a) Use Sources 1, 2 and 3 and your own knowledge.

 Why, by 1929, had Stalin emerged as Lenin’s successor?

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of these three sources and your own 
knowledge.

(20)

(b) Use Sources 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 and your own knowledge.

 How far do you agree with the view that, in the years 1928–41, Stalin built a Soviet state 
that was obedient to his personal dictatorship?

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of these five sources and your own knowledge.
(40)

TOTAL FOR PAPER 6F: 60 MARKS 

Answer part (a) on page 3.  Answer part (b) on page 10.

Q1

(Total 60 marks)
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