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6526B - Paper 6B


The Quest for Settlement: Cromwell and the Protectorate, 1653–58


Study Sources 1–7 below and answer Question 1 parts (a) and (b) in the question paper.


  SOURCE 1
  (From Peter Gaunt, Oliver Cromwell, published in 1996.)


  Cromwell does not come across as a man who stood in fear of army mutiny.  A factor that 
might have played a part in Cromwell’s eventual refusal of the crown was that he may have 
been uncomfortably aware that it would be seen as another sign of personal advancement.  He 
may have feared that, in accepting the crown, he would be falling into the mire of personal 
advancement and that, far from doing God’s work, he would lose the Lord’s favour.


  SOURCE 2
  (From a letter written by MP John Bridge to Henry Cromwell in Ireland, dated 13 April 


1657.)


  Yesterday his Highness, the Protector, gave answer to the committee, that for his part he values 
not one name more than another.  But many godly men that have hazarded their lives in the 
parliamentary cause are dissatisfied with the title of king.  Providence, having with the old 
Royal family eradicated the old title, the Protector thinks it his duty to beg of the Parliament not 
to put upon those good men that which they cannot swallow.  I believe, too, that his Highness 
is concerned there may be some disquiet in the Army.


  SOURCE 3 
  (From Edmund Ludlow’s account of the background to Cromwell’s refusal of the crown.  


Ludlow, a firm republican, wrote his memoirs in the 1660s while he was in exile.)


  Meeting with Colonel Desborough and acquainting him with Cromwell’s resolve to accept the 
crown, the Colonel made answer that, although he was resolved never to act against Cromwell, 
yet he would not act for him from that time.  So, after some other discourse upon the same 
subject, Desborough went home, and there found Colonel Pride.  Having imparted to him the 
plan of Cromwell to accept the crown, Pride answered ‘He shall not’.  ‘Why,’ said Desborough, 
‘how wilt thou hinder it?’  To which Pride replied, ‘Get me a petition drawn and I will prevent 
it’.
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  SOURCE 4 
  (Part of a letter from Christian Bonde, newly-arrived Swedish ambassador to England, to the 


King of Sweden in July 1655.) 


  I think the state to be in an extremely uncertain condition, since it appears to be based solely 
on force and the army.  It is more than probable that there is very little support in this country 
for the government.  The army itself consists mainly of a collection of officers, the greater 
part of whom have been drawn from the common people.  The Protector’s maxim seems to be 
that such people must stick to him since any change of regime can be expected to cause their 
inevitable ruin and downfall.  The common soldiers he binds to himself by the high pay he 
gives them.


  SOURCE 5 
  (From Austin Woolrych, England without a King 1649–1660, published in 1983.)


  Occasionally one still finds the Protectorate glibly branded as a military dictatorship, but the 
description is most misleading.  The executive power was vested in the Protector and the 
Council and he was bound to govern in all things by the Council’s advice.  Nor was he free 
to appoint or dismiss councillors at his pleasure.  This restraint would have meant little if 
the Council had been a rubber stamp or junta of army officers, but it was neither.  Its role in 
decision-making has often been underestimated and the military element in it exaggerated.  
Only four of Cromwell’s fifteen original councillors belonged to the field army.  Civilians 
outnumbered soldiers by two to one and their numbers increased with subsequent appointments 
to the Council.


  SOURCE 6 
  (From Toby Barnard, The English Republic 1649–1660, published in 1982.)


  Cromwell was pulled by contrary impulses.  He disliked political change and feared social 
upheaval, and yet he had intense fellow-feeling for his soldiers and their sacrifices, believed 
that religious freedom must be preserved and that England had been chosen by God as the first 
place where the Saints would rule and give an example to the world.  Often he was indecisive.  
Crucial decisions were left to others.  He was also open-minded, willing to use schemes and 
supporters regardless of their origins.  Yet he discovered no alternative to governing himself.  
He faced a succession of quarrelsome parliaments which he purged or peremptorily dismissed, 
and persuaded only a small fragment of the old ruling classes to re-enter office.


  SOURCE 7 
  (From Christopher Hill, Oliver Cromwell, published in 1958.)


  His unique prestige with the army made him the indispensable head of state so long as the army 
was a power in the land; his genuine desire for a parliamentary settlement continually raised 
hopes that he might yet square the circle.  But, just because Oliver owed his position to the 
army, he could never in the last resort break from it.  Oliver could ride two horses like a trick 
rider in a circus, though he could never transfer his weight from one to the other, and transform 
military rule into parliamentary government.
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6526B - Paper 6B

The Quest for Settlement: Cromwell and the Protectorate, 1653–58

Question 1

(a) Use Sources 1, 2 and 3 and your own knowledge.

 For what reasons did Oliver Cromwell refuse the offer of the crown of England?

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of these three sources and your own 
knowledge.

(20)

(b) Use Sources 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 and your own knowledge.

 How far do you agree with the view that Cromwell failed in his search for settled 
government because he could not ‘transform military rule into parliamentary government’ 
(Source 7, lines 47–48)?

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of these five sources and your own knowledge.
(40)

TOTAL FOR PAPER 6B: 60 MARKS

Answer part (a) on page 3.  Answer part (b) on page 10.

Q1

(Total 60 marks)
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