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6526A - Paper 6A


The Crisis of the Tudor State, 1547–58


Study Sources 1–6 below and answer Question 1 parts (a) and (b) in the question paper.


  SOURCE 1
  (From Nicholas Sotherton, Commotion in Norfolk, written in 1549.  Nicholas Sotherton was a 


member of the gentry caught up in Ket’s rebellion.)


  Those gentlemen the rebels captured they brought to the tree of Reformation, where they asked 
the people what they wanted to do with them: some cried ‘Hang them’ and some ‘Kill them’.  
Some, who were unable to hear, shouted like the rest.  When asked why they did that, they 
answered that they copied their fellows.  They also pushed their weapons into the gentlemen 
in order to show they meant to kill some of those brought to them.  They did this with such 
malice that one Mr Wharton was pricked with their spears and other weapons.  The rest of the 
gentlemen they imprisoned were bound with chains and locks to prevent them escaping.


  SOURCE 2
  (From Edward VI, Letters Patent, 21 June 1553.)


  The Lady Mary and the Lady Elizabeth are not lawfully begotten, forasmuch as the marriages 
between our late father and the Lady Catherine of Aragon and the Lady Anne Boleyn were 
clearly and lawfully undone.  This has been confirmed by several acts of parliament that are 
still in force.  The Lady Mary and also the Lady Elizabeth are to be clearly disabled to ask, 
claim or challenge for the said imperial crown.  We therefore declare the order of the succession 
to be 


   1. The sons of the Lady Frances Grey if born in our lifetime and their heirs male; 


   2. Lady Jane Grey and her heirs male.


  SOURCE 3
  (From M. L. Bush, The Government Policy of Protector Somerset, published in 1975.)


  The bulk of the rebellions tended to embarrass the government by seeking to implement, 
rather than resist, its policy.  The government at no point fought for its life.  No rising in 
1549 threatened the government physically with a sustained march on London.  Nor did the 
rebels plan to release the king from the grip of evil ministers.  If anything, the aim was to aid 
the government against the aristocracy, or make it change its religious policy.  Also, to the 
government’s relief, the 1549 risings stand out for their lack of aristocratic participation and 
leadership.
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  SOURCE 4 
  (Part of a letter from Simon Renard, the Spanish Ambassador in London, to Philip II of Spain, 


written on 5 February 1555.)


  The people of this town of London are murmuring about the cruel enforcement of the recent 
acts of Parliament which has now begun.  This was shown publicly when a certain Rogers was 
burnt yesterday.  Some of the onlookers wept, others prayed to God to give them strength and 
perseverance, others gathered the ashes and bones and wrapped them up in paper to preserve 
them, others threatened the bishops.  The haste with which the bishops have proceeded in this 
matter may well cause a revolt.


  SOURCE 5 
  (From D. Loades, The Mid-Tudor Crisis 1545–1565, published in 1992.) 


  In 1548 discontent had been contained without too much difficulty, which may have induced a 
sense of false security, but as the summer of 1549 advanced, it looked as though the whole of 
southern England was on the point of social and economic disintegration.  By July, the foreign 
mercenaries recruited for the war in Scotland were being deployed against English rebels; and 
London was garrisoned and protected with artillery. 


  SOURCE 6 
  (From N. Heard, Edward VI and Mary: A Mid-Tudor Crisis?, published in 1990.)


  The concept of a mid-sixteenth century crisis in England is now considered difficult to 
maintain.  This is certainly true if by ‘crisis’ it is implied that the whole country, and all of the 
people, were experiencing a crisis continually between 1547 and 1558.  Indeed, it is only really 
possible to say that the country as a whole, and some sections of society, underwent very short-
lived crises at times between these dates.  If this is the case, most historians would consider that 
this was normal for any country at any time.  Mid-Tudor England faced a variety of problems.  
Many of these were for political, social and economic reasons.  Others, like the reactions to the 
English Reformation, can be seen as more short-term.  A few, such as the succession crisis of 
1553, were responses to immediate events.  At no time, in the years 1547–58, was the country 
in danger of collapse; for most people, life went on as normal.
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6526A - Paper 6A

The Crisis of the Tudor State, 1547–58

Question 1

(a) Use Sources 1, 2 and 3 and your own knowledge.

 What domestic problems faced the Dukes of Somerset and Northumberland as they tried 
to rule England in the name of Edward VI?

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of these three sources and your own 
knowledge.

(20)

(b) Use Sources 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.

 How far do you agree with the view, expressed in Source 6 (lines 42–43), that ‘At no time, 
in the years 1547–58, was the country in danger of collapse’?

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of these five sources and your own 
knowledge.

(40)

TOTAL FOR PAPER 6A: 60 MARKS 

Answer part (a) on page 3.  Answer part (b) on page 10.

Q1

(Total 60 marks)
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