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Votes for Women, c.1880–1918


Study Sources 1–6 below and answer Question 1 parts (a) and (b) in the question paper.


  SOURCE 1
  (From a letter written to Liberal MPs in 1912 by Eva McLauren, President of the Home 


Counties Union of Women’s Liberal Associations.)


  On behalf of the Association, I protest against the illegal actions of a relatively small number 
of women members of the WSPU over the past few days.  We feel deeply that such action is 
not only a disgrace to the women concerned, but may prove to be the gravest hindrance to the 
cause of women’s suffrage to which we are devoted both as women and Liberals.  It is neither 
right, nor just, that the misguided actions of a few should further delay justice for the many.


  SOURCE 2
  (From a speech by a Labour Member of Parliament, James Ramsay MacDonald, in 1910.)


  I have no objection to revolution, if it is necessary, but I have the very strongest objection 
to childishness masquerading as revolution, and all I can say of these window-breaking 
expeditions is that they are simply silly and provocative.  I wish the working women of the 
country who really care for the vote would come to London and say all this to these fussy 
middle-class damsels who are going out with little hammers in their little hands.


  SOURCE 3
  (From Suffrage Militancy, a speech given by suffragette Carrie C. Catt, in London in June 


1913.  She was an organiser for the International Women’s Suffrage Alliance Congress.)


  However unwise, British suffragettes have pursued a militant policy.  We who know them as 
women of education know that their motives are based on loyalty and devotion to women’s 
suffrage.  Since the recent outbreaks of arson, the agitation created by the British government 
against the suffragettes has led to a world-wide discussion on the question of women’s suffrage.  
The women’s suffrage movement owes to these women a tremendous obligation for the seizing 
of public attention and the public discussion now taking place.


  SOURCE 4
  (From a letter written in August 1916 to David Lloyd George by Mrs Arncliffe Sennett.  She 


was President of the Northern Men’s Federation for Women’s Suffrage.)


  We will resist with all our might any alteration of the Franchise without women’s inclusion and 
we are rapidly drawing to our side all the trade unions of the country, who are now making our 
cause their own.  The Northern men in various northern centres have already done so.
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  SOURCE 5
  (From Martin Pugh, Votes for Women in Britain 1867–1928, published in 1994.)


  From 1909 onwards, the membership of the NUWSS rose from 12,000 to over 50,000.  In 
this period the strategy of the NUWSS underwent a change.  Disillusioned by Asquith’s 
obstruction, they abandoned their non-party strategy and offered a pact to the Labour Party.  
The real significance of this initiative lay in fostering closer contact between middle-class 
feminists and the working-class movement.  The ‘democratic suffragists’, as they have been 
called, began to recruit working-class women and win over some of the anti-suffragist trade 
unions to their cause.


  SOURCE 6
  (From Harold L. Smith, The British Women’s Suffrage Campaign, 1866–1928, published in 


1998.)


  In September 1916 Millicent Fawcett observed that public opinion on the suffrage issue had 
changed remarkably since the war began.  Several national newspapers, such as the Observer, 
which had opposed women’s suffrage reversed themselves and endorsed it.  In July the Liberal 
Party’s Chief Whip, John Gulland, reported privately that there had been a ‘very marked’ 
change in public opinion with respect to women’s suffrage.  The following month, Asquith 
admitted that if the franchise were extended to all servicemen, as some were proposing, then 
women would have to be considered.
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Votes for Women, c.1880–1918

Question 1

(a) Study Sources 1, 2 and 3.

 How far do these three sources suggest that suffragette militancy weakened the struggle 
for the vote in the period 1910–13?

 Explain your answer, using these three sources.
(20)

(b) Use Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.

 Do you agree with the view that in the years 1909–18 the growing influence of the 
suffrage campaign owed most to closer relations between working-class and middle-class 
suffragists?

 Explain your answer, using these three sources and your own knowledge.
(40)

TOTAL FOR PAPER 1D: 60 MARKS 

Answer part (a) on page 3.  Answer part (b) on page 8.

Q1

(Total 60 marks)
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