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Securing the Tudor Dynasty: the Reign of Henry VII


Study Sources 1–5 below and answer Question 1 parts (a) and (b) in the question paper.


  SOURCE 1
  (From a statute of 1489 requiring Justices of the Peace to enforce all statutes.)


  The King commands that the poor as well as the rich may, if there is no remedy for their 
grievance, or if it takes too long for a Justice of the Peace to reach a decision, bring their 
grievance direct to the King or to his Chancellor.  If the King finds the Justice of the Peace 
is not enforcing the laws according to the King’s command then the Justice shall be removed 
from office and punished.  The King will have his laws truly enforced in order that his subjects 
may live in peace and security and increase their wealth and prosperity.


  SOURCE 2
  (From Polydore Vergil, History of England, written in 1513.  Here he is writing about the reign 


of Henry VII.)


  The King wished to keep all Englishmen obedient through fear.  When any of his rich subjects 
were found guilty of whatever fault he fined them harshly by a penalty which deprived them 
and their descendants of their fortunes.  This made his subjects less willing to undertake any 
upheaval and it discouraged at the same time all lawbreaking.


  SOURCE 3
  (From Robert Fabyan, The Great Chronicle of London, written in 1506.)


  This year there was much fear through the land because of the actions of Empson and Dudley, 
the king’s officials.  They re-enacted many forgotten statutes and acts made many years before.  
This caused great annoyance to the king’s subjects.  The rich as well as the poor now had to 
account for their debts.  The juries appointed for these cases were bribed so that the guilt of the 
debtors was made certain.  All this was done in the king’s name.


  SOURCE 4
  (From Edward Hall, The Union of the Two Noble and Illustrious families of Lancaster and 


York, published in 1548.  Here Hall is writing about the period 1495–96.)


  Many who had fallen into debt and feared to be brought into captivity assembled together in a 
company and crossed over the sea to Flanders, to join the Pretender, Perkin Warbeck.  After this, 
many noblemen conspired together; some were persuaded that this Perkin was undoubtedly the 
son of Edward IV.  Others joined through indignation, envy and greed, thinking they were not 
suitably rewarded for their pains taken on the king’s behalf in his quarrels.
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  SOURCE 5
  (From A. Anderson and T. Imperato, Tudor England 1485–1603, published in 2001.)


  Early in his reign, Henry VII had used punishments such as bonds or recognizances  sparingly, 
often reversing a fine after a few years to win gratitude and loyalty.  However, the sudden 
deaths of Henry’s wife and two sons had exposed a weakness in the Tudor dynasty that its 
enemies might exploit.  To prevent this, Henry seems to have spent his final years using the 
powers at his disposal to make certain that the nobility was not in a position to threaten him.  
In the latter years of his reign he over-used these punishments to the point where they created 
resentment and opposition.
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Securing the Tudor Dynasty: the Reign of Henry VII

Question 1

(a) Study Sources 1, 2 and 3.

 How far do these three sources suggest that Henry VII’s policies promoted 
justice and the rule of law?

 Explain your answer, using these three sources.
(20)

(b) Use Sources 3, 4 and 5 and your own knowledge.

 Do you agree with the view that Henry VII used fines and punishments 
successfully to control and subdue the nobility in the period 1495–1509?

 Explain your answer, using these three sources and your own knowledge.
(40)

TOTAL FOR PAPER 1A: 60 MARKS 

Answer part (a) on page 3.  Answer part (b) on page 8.

Q1

(Total 60 marks)
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