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Answer all questions.

1 Study the following source material and then answer the questions which follow.

Source A True to the perception of a new UN peacekeeping role unhindered by
superpower rivalries, in 1988 a small Good Offices Mission was established
in Afghanistan.  Its role was to assist in the process of Soviet withdrawal
from Afghanistan.  As the Soviet invasion of that country had been a
major factor in the crumbling of détente and the return to the cold war,
UN involvement suggested the ending of superpower self-interest which
had, up to this point, excluded all third party intervention, including
intervention by the UN.

Adapted from N MACQUEEN, The United Nations since 1945, 1999

Source B From 1982 the UN issued annual pleas for a cease-fire, a timetable for the
rapid withdrawal of Russian forces and for Pakistan to stop aid to the
mujaheddin.  The United States was uncooperative so long as the
mujaheddin appeared to have a good chance of overthrowing the communist
regime in Kabul.  It was Gorbachev’s arrival as Soviet leader that
transformed the situation.  In 1986 he offered an immediate token
withdrawal as soon as hostilities against Kabul were abandoned.  A year
later he dropped the condition and announced a total withdrawal within ten
months.

Adapted from P CALVOCORESSI, World Politics since 1945, 1991

Source C The Geneva accords on Afghanistan had only led to a withdrawal of Soviet
forces, but had left the Afghan civil war unresolved.  The Secretary-General
noted that the UN was an ‘organisation of governments’ and as such it
would be ‘against our philosophy to be in touch with the enemies of
governments’.  As Soviet objections to a UN role in this ‘domestic’ matter
softened, the Secretary-General thought it was an appropriate task for the
UN to help to set up a broad-based government in Afghanistan.

Adapted from A ROBERTS and B KINGSBURY, United Nations, Divided World,
Second Edition, 1993

Source D The Soviet leadership in the late 1980s made a series of policy changes
reflecting the view that the UN should become the centrepiece of
international security management.  This indicated that the Soviet Union
would no longer wield the veto in the Security Council to undermine UN
decisions.  The test of the USSR’s new attitude came in 1988 when it
accepted for the first time in its history UN mediation of a conflict in
which it was directly involved.  The conflict was the war in Afghanistan.

Adapted from KJ HOLSTI, International Politics: A Framework for Analysis, 1992

2

SA6100/June06/HS6H

5

5

5

5



(a) Use Source A and your own knowledge.

Assess the validity of the view in Source A about the limited role of the UN in
Afghanistan until 1988. (10 marks)

(b) Use Source B and your own knowledge.

How useful is Source B as evidence of the influence of the superpowers on the
work of the United Nations in Afghanistan? (10 marks)

(c) Use Sources A, B, C and D and your own knowledge.

‘The successes and failures of the United Nations have been dependent solely on
the willingness of the superpowers to cooperate with it.’
Assess the validity of this verdict on the United Nations in the years 
1960 to 1989. (20 marks)

END  OF  QUESTIONS
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