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Sample Schemes of Work and Lesson Plans

GCE A2 Health & Social Care

OCR GCE in Health & Social Care: H503/H703

Unit F925: Research methods in health and social care
This Support Material booklet is designed to accompany the OCR GCE in Health & Social Care specification for teaching from September 2009.
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Sample Scheme of Work: 4OCR GCE in Health & Social Care Unit F925: Research Methods in Health and Social Care


Sample Lesson Plan: 11OCR GCE in Health & Social Care Unit F925: Research Methods in Health and Social Care




A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	OCR GCE in Health & Social Care Unit F925: Research methods in health and social care

	Suggested teaching time
	60 hours
	Topic
	Research methods in health and social care

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Topic 1: The Purposes of Research


	Group discussion of - What are the purposes of research? Why is research carried out in health and social care settings? Who does research affect and how?

Teacher-led discussion of the purposes of research

Definition of qualitative and quantitative methods

Examination of existing national projects using newspapers, journals/internet

Portfolio building:

Use notes from class tasks and secondary research to produce evidence for strand AO1 of the Assessment Evidence grid


	Flip chart and pens

PowerPoint presentation and handouts
National research project resources – media examples

ICT and textbook resources and AO1 guidance sheet


	Candidates need to give an explanation of the purposes of research



	Topic 2: Primary Research Methods


	Group research of different primary research methods to include strengths and weaknesses of each method to include:

(i)
Interviews

(ii)
Questionnaires

(iii)
Observations


	ICT, textbook resources


	

	
	(iv)
Action research

(v)
Case studies

Discussion of findings


	
	

	Topic 3: Secondary Research Methods


	Group research of different secondary research methods to include strengths and weaknesses of each method to include:

(i)
Literature searches

(ii)
Media analysis

(iii)
Technology based research

(iv)
Case studies

(v)
Statistical analysis

Discussion of findings

Portfolio building:

Use all research gathered to produce evidence towards strand AO1 of the Assessment Evidence grid

Teacher-led discussion of suitable areas of research and the meaning of the word ‘rationale’


	Research findings

ICT and textbook resources

Research findings

ICT and textbook resources and AO1 guidance sheet


	Candidates need to give a description of three different research methods which are available. Although AO1 is a generic section it would be sensible to make these the same three that the candidate intends to use themselves



	Topic 4: Areas of Research and Rationale


	Students identify areas of interest and carry out preliminary research using secondary sources

Students produce a detailed explanation for their choice of research topic (rationale) preferably with reference to secondary data/statistics

Teacher-led introduction to ethical issues associated with research

Paired work – students consider possible ethical issues relevant to their individual research, share their views and carry out peer assessment


	Definition handouts, whiteboard and pens

Student mind maps

ICT resources, pens, paper


	Candidates need to give an explanation of the rationale for the chosen research area. For higher mark bands this needs to be detailed possibly involving statistics or references to existing work. Detailed reference needs to be made to aims and objectives. Candidates intending to apply to HE may wish to consider a subject related to their career interests as this can then be referred to on their personal statement



	Topic 5: Ethical issues
	Teacher-led introduction to possible sources of error and bias

Paired work – students consider possible sources of error and bias for their individual research, share their views and carry out peer assessment


	PowerPoint presentation and ‘ethical checklist’

Student mind maps

Pens, paper


	Candidates need to produce  an explanation of the range of ethical issues which relate to their chosen research area indicating how they will deal with these issues in their own work


	OCR GCE in Health & Social Care Unit F925: Research methods in health and social care

	Suggested teaching time
	60 hours
	Topic
	Research methods in health and social care

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Topic 6: Sources of error and bias


	Portfolio building:

Use all information and ideas from class tasks and discussion to produce evidence for strand AO2 of the Assessment Evidence grid

Teacher-led introduction to presentation of research

Writing an abstract

Hypothesis/Research questions:

Teacher-led discussion of:

(i)
What is a hypothesis?

(ii)
What is a research question?

(iii)
What are aims and objectives?


	Handouts

Paper and pens

ICT and textbook resources and AO2 guidance sheet


	Candidates need to produce an explanation of possible sources of error and bias which relate to their research project indicating how they will avoid or minimise these in their own work

Candidates need to produce an explanation of possible sources of error and bias which relate to their research project indicating how they will avoid or minimise these in their own work



	Topic 7: How to present a formal research report


	Practice writing a hypothesis, aims and objectives for set research scenarios.  Discuss ideas as a group

Choices of sources of information

Development of questionnaires, surveys, interview questions, observation sheets – dependent on students’ individual choice of research methods


	Handouts on format

Sample abstracts


	

	
	Carry out research –  both primary and secondary 

Collate findings

Presentation of findings:

Teacher led discussion on presentation methods for collected data


	Examples of hypotheses, research questions, aims and objectives


	Candidates need to give a description of the research methods used for their research. (They may have already done this in AO1)



	Topic 8: Producing Research Tools


	Portfolio building:

Presenting and analysing information for strand AO3 of the Assessment Evidence grid


	Pens, paper

ICT resources

ICT resources, textbook/library resources, all research tool resources

Examples of presentation methods on a PowerPoint presentation
	They need to justify the reasons for the research methods chosen including sampling methods

Candidates should, if time allows, carry out a small trial to allow them the opportunity to revise questions or techniques if difficulties are identified

Candidates need to use a wide range of relevant information sources (three different methods) to undertake research into their chosen area of study




	OCR GCE in Health & Social Care Unit F925: Research methods in health and social care

	Suggested teaching time
	60 hours
	Topic
	Research methods in health and social care

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	
	Teacher-led discussion of reliability, validity and representativeness

How to evaluate research? Contents of evaluation

Group discussions of possible improvements to research. Consideration will be given to the validity of improvement suggestions

Group task – review an example piece of research and make recommendations for improvements. Discussion of each group’s recommendations

Portfolio building:

Finalise research report write up for strand AO4 of the Assessment Evidence grid


	ICT and textbook resources, all raw data and AO3 guidance


	There needs to be a balance of primary and secondary sources 

The findings will be selectively presented in an appropriate and coherent format with graphs and charts showing correlations/relationships. Comments and analysis should follow each graph rather than being presented after pages of graphical images



	Topic 9: Reliability and Validity of Findings


	
	Whiteboard and pens


	There needs to be  an analysis/discussion of their findings relating to both primary and secondary data and conclusions drawn


	OCR GCE in Health & Social Care Unit F925: Research methods in health and social care

	Suggested teaching time
	60 hours
	Topic
	Research methods in health and social care

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Topic 10: Improvements and recommendations


	
	Sample evaluations

Pens, paper

Sample research report

ICT and textbook resources and AO4 guidance sheet


	Candidates use the pre-determined aims and objectives from their research project to give an evaluation of its success applying the issues of validity, reliability and representation which will be explicitly linked to the evaluation. The candidates must use these terms accurately showing an understanding of them

The strengths and weaknesses of the evidence will be identified and described. The identified weaknesses can then be used to explain improvements that could be carried out

Marks in this section are also awarded for the whole piece of research. Higher marks being awarded for detail and coherence

Finally candidates need to suggest, with reasons, continuation of the research covering unanswered questions/spinning off into related or linked topics. This is to show expansion of the research topic not merely improvements in methodology


OCR GCE in Health & Social Care           Unit F925: Research methods in health and social care 
Purposes of research
OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification above will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind this lesson plan is offered, as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour. 

Learning Objectives for the Lesson
	Objective 1
	Understanding of what is meant by research. 

	Objective 2
	Understanding the types of research – including that of medical, health, sociological, psychological, special and early years care and education.

	Objective 3
	Understanding the purposes of research including reviewing and monitoring changes; exploring specific needs of local populations; exploring social-science hypotheses and extending and improving practice and collective knowledge.

	Objective 4
	Identifying examples of different types of research.

	Objective 5
	Understanding the requirements of AO1.


Recap of Previous Experience and Prior Knowledge
This is likely to be lesson 1 and so there is unlikely to be previous experience and prior knowledge.

Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Class discussion on who carries out research, why and how.

	10 minutes
	Teacher – led input and discussion on the types of research and purposes.

	20 minutes
	Individual/group work on examples supplied from newspaper articles and/or websites – candidates identify types and purposes. Candidates could, for example, explore the Joseph Rowntree Foundation site exploring live examples of research projects.


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	20 minutes
	Candidates summarise key points and examples.

	5 minutes
	Class discussion on requirements of first section of AO1.

	
	Candidates write up first section of AO1 for homework or in non contact time.


= Innovative Teaching Idea


This icon is used to highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.





= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.
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